and that though enveloped in fire
there was pot a singe appeared on
his person. Wheiher this wasthe
result of & miracle or of some defect
in the fuel, which some maiotaiu
might have been wet, one thing is
certaln—that 1’0lycarp had to be
killed with the ax. of the execu-
tiouer. The Jews would not permit

his  body to be taken away
by the Christians,. They placed
the dead body on the pile a

secuud time so that none of it would
be left fur the Christinns to take
awny. Phus preached olycarp, the
pupil of BSt. Johu the Apestle, the
‘doughty bisliops of 3inyrua, the eon-
necting link betwecn thedays of the
Apostles and the fathers of the see-
oud ceutury. This was oue of the
Former-day Saiuts, and one worthy
of imitation by his brethren and suc-
nessors, the Latter-day Saints.

This is 8t. Patrick’s day, but
there is Dothiug goiug on here to
remind one of the fact. The man
who two years ago would predict
that St, Patrick was to die lu 1890,
wouid be prooounced a fool. I re-
member reading somewhere that it
was predicted more than half a cen-
tury ago that 1890 was to be a re-
markable year. Such in truth it is. In
fact, it is the marking peoint ina
social, political and religious evolu-
tion or revolution in the world’s
affairs. In Hurope we have the
Emperer of Germany and the Pope
of Rume forming a politlcal cuonlitiou
to suppress Socialism. ls this the
story of the lion and the lamb, oris
it the brotherhood of wolf and
tiger for the good of mankind?
In our own country do we
not see a political party built
on u dream? Has uot Bellamy?’s
novel becowe the gouspul of politieal
fuith? Do we wot sce, not the pub-
lie pchoul system, hut the languayge
of vur Copstitutiou iteelf assailed?
For this is the phuse the schuol
issue in Wiscousin and lllinvis liap
now assumed. The German tungue
is fast becomitiy the uaticoal Ian-
guage, but it is ju this year the first
decided atbem pt hus been made pol-
itically to make it so. I8 it pot in
thig year that natives of this coun-
try guilty of no crime, Itee fromstain
of any kind hut holding religious
opinions not endorsed by the rubble,
bhave been distrauchised. reduced to
politieal slavery? Though the city
ot Rome according to the Liverpool
Catholic  T¥mes is undergoing
changes worthy of even Chicago,
yet the old harlot §s hale and
hearty, and like Juplter devouring
Cervs, Rome ls a'sorbing and dis-
futegrating her numerous offspring.
Other changes are appearing, and
though at present oo bigeer than s
man’s haud, wiil in the near future
obscure the horizon; 1890 is cer-
tainly apd will be a marked year iu
the world’s ncoals.

Accordiniz to Andrew Jenson’s
Historical Record, it will be seen
that the month of March i8 more

rolific of events in connection with
Mormonism than  any other
mounth io the year. This js especi-
ally 80 of Revelatious.

It wason or almuut Mareh 17,1832,
that Joseph Bwith sl Sydpoey
Riguon were mobbeq jp Hiram. It

THE DESERET WEEKLY

was on March 17, 1839, that Marsh,
Phelps, Williams, Hinkle and oth-
ere were excommuuicated from the
Chureh. This isjust 5l years ago,
but there is no mention made that
their throats were ¢ut from ear to
entr.

it was about March 17, 1840, that
Wiltord Woodruff built up a braoch
of the Church in Heretordshire,
EKngland, It was on March 17, 1841,
that the ship Uleste ruiled from
Liverpocl with fifty-four Salnts
aboard. [t was on March 17, 1842,
that the Female Ralief Bociety of
Nauveo was first organized. 1t was
about March 17, 1847, that David

‘8mith of the Mormon battalion died

at 8an Luis Rey. About Mareh 17,
1849 & Mr. Vau Cott sold a peck of
potatues in Salt Lake City for $5,
404 they were considered cheap.

It was oo March 17, 1B5], that W.
Burton, a missionary, died in Edin-
burg. Beotland. 1t was on March
17, 1856, that the constitutioual coin-
vontion to take steps for the admis-
sion of the State of Deseret into the
Union met. 1t was on March 17,
1876, thut Major Blair died at Lo-

an. On March 17, 1878, Colonel
tuphen Markbam died at Spanish
Fork. It was on March 16 or 17,
1882. that the first number of the
{iwstorical fecord wasirsued in Balt
Lake City by Andrew Jenson. This
is a literary event worthy of com-
memoration, because to the student
of Latter-day Saint history the Hee-
ord is ap iuvaluable book of refer-
©nce.

But this date briugs to mind
another event which the observer
of Lhe present capnot overlook. It
occurred just 1710 years ngo. Mar-
cus Aurelius, Emperor of Rome,
died at Vienna, or as some say at
Birmium on March 17, A. D. 180.
To the Latter day Salnt there can
be no more interesting st.ud,y than
the life of this monarch, To the
American statesman it is a study,
the omission of which atthe present
would be criminal. 8o ¢lose is the
resemblance between the history of
A nrelius and his times, and that of
President Harrison aud his limes,
that in the future it will appear more
than a repetition of history, it will
lead persons to believe that some
confusivn in historical anpals has
occurred apd that Harrison is con-
founded with Aurclius apd the
American republic with the Roman
empire,

Aurelius was horn in Rome about
A. D. 12I. He succeeded to the em-
pire of Rome A, D.161. During the
early years of his reign Rome ex-
perienced great disasters Within
its walls a pustilence raged. Floods
and earthquakes destroyed large
portious of thecity. Graparics and
their contents were eutirely lost.
Famine apd hunget prevailed. The
Germans, Britons and others were in
revolt. Faustina, his wife, was
profligate. 8he Dpursed tresson
aguingt her busbapd. Noble fami-
live experienced troubles. In fact
the times were a gool deal like ont
own at present. We have fioods,
earthquates, railroad disasters, ter-
rible fires. famine. revolts and per-
sonal family troubles, Secretaries
Tracy, Blaine und others were
visited with disasters. The sood

gans of our’ time,
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family of Lincolu has received a se-
vere blow. Minister Pendleton was
brought home dead, in a ship the
ufficers of which disgraced A merica
by their brutality, drunkenpness and
license.

Marcus® Aurelius luud the best
grounds for considering himsell the
most enlightened person of his
time. Anp absolute monarch and =
stnic, yet he was acknowledged
humane, just and tender. If he
had failiogs they inclined rathier to
the side of mercy. Hie writings
bespeak the highest ethieal product
of the ancient mind, and differ but
little from the characteristic teach-

ioge of Christ. In the dog-
matie seuse of the word ha
was a far  better  Christian
than any sovereign, Dominally

Christian, who has reigned since.
Yetthis man. Marcus Aurélius, was
the bitter euemy of Christianity.
Though he wag the culmination of
the then ¢ivilized wourld’s accumul-
ated koowledge and attainments,
with an open, unfettered intellect,
with n character representing or
almost realizing the ideal of Clirls-
tian rmorality, yet he failed to
see in Christianity anything but
evil. He kpew existing society
to be deplovably depraved. But
belief and reverence in the re-
celved dlvinpitiee and theology
be held to beits only salvation and
protection. Asa ruler he deemed
it hig duty to protect and perpetuate
organized society, and with all his
philosophical licht the paganism
of his timxe he considered the ouly
agent for hismission. The Dew re-
ligion he regarded as disintegrating
society, therefore to suppress it was
his duty, becaure he conld not con-
scientiously countenance it. Chris-
tianity he could not bLelieve of di.
vine origin. Thestory of a crucified
God was to him an absurdity.

The story of Christ’s origin was
te him so absolutely incredible, and
80 far putrivaling the exaggerations
of pugan mythology, that he saw in
Christiapity pot a regenerating
(which it has proved to be) bhut a
destroying social factor. The fact is,
the tanis on which Christianity
rests, appesred as absurd and ridicu-
lous to Marcus Aurelius, the best
man in the pagan werld, as does the
basis on which -Mormenism rests,
to President Harrlean, who is cer-
taninly the most moral and most
conscientious of the Christian pa-
Jehn Stunrt
Mill, whose ideas are here reflected,
says of this Christian persecution:

To my mind this I8 one of the most tragic-
al facts in all hustory. It is & bitter thought
how diffcrent & thing the Ohris iunity "of
the world might have been if adopted as
the religion o# the empirec under Aureclius
rather than under Constantine. Hnt it
would be unjust and antruthful te say that
he adopted any means, or urgheﬁ any pleas
to euppress Christianity which have not

been subsequently used to suppress antl-
chri-tianity our Protestantism. No Chris-

uan more firmly believea in the destruc-
tivity of Atheiem tkan did Aurels
in " that of OChrist. Unless any
ooe who appreves of punishment

for the promulgation of opimions, fatiers
himself that he 1s a wiser and beiter man
than Marcus Aurelius, more deeply versed
in the wisdomes of his time, more elevated
in his intellect ahove it, mor+« earnest in
hie search for truth, or more erogle-minded
in his devotion to t when found, let him
abetain from that assumption of the joint
infatlibility of humself and the multitude
which the great Aureline made with so un-
fortunate a result.”



