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and that though enveloped in fire
there wanwaa not a shugesi uge appeared on
his person whether this
result of a miracle or of some defect
in the fuel which some maintain
might have been wet one thing is
certain that polycarpPolyearl had to be
killed with the ax of the execu-
tioner the jews would not permit
his body to be taken away
by the christians they placed
the dead body on the pile a
second time so that none of it would
be left for the Christchristianslaus to take
away ahus preached polycarp the
pupil orof st john the apostle the
doughty bishops of smyrna the con-
necting link betbetweeneon the days of the
apostles and the fathers of the sec-
ond century this waswan one of the
former day saints and one worthy
of imitation by his brethrenbretbren and hucbuc
aecensorscessors the latter day saints

this is st Papatrick day but
there is nothing going on here to
remind one of the fact the man
who two years ago would predict
that st patrick was to die in 18991890
would be pronounced a fool I1 re-
member reading somewhere that it
was predicted more than hulfhalf a cen-
tury ago that 1890 was to be a re-
markable year such I1inn truth it is I1init
fact itic is the marking point in a
social political and religious evolu-
tion or revolution in the worlds
sifaffairsfairs in europe we have the
emperor of germany and the pope
of romeborne forming a political coalition
to suppress socialism Is this the
story of the lion and the lamb or is
it the brotherhood of wolf and
tiger for the good of mankind
in our own country do we
not see a political party built
on a dreamarti has not Bellaibellamygys
novel become the gospel of popolitical
faith do we not see not wethe pub-
lic school system hutbut the language
of our constitution itself assailed
for this is the phase the school
issue in wisconsin and illinois has
nowBOW assumed the german tongue
is fast becoming the national lan-
guage but it is in this year the first
decided attempt has been made pol-
iticallyitically to make it so Is it not in
this year that natives of this coun-
try guilty of no crimen free from stain
of any kind but holding religious
opinions not endorsed by the rabble
have been disfranchised reduced to
political slavery though the city
of rome according to the liverpool
catholic timtimes is
changes worthy of even chicago
yet the old harlot is bale and
hearty and like jupiter devouring
ceres rome is absorbing and dis-
integrating her numerous offspringtpring
other changes are aappearingpeari Dg and
though at present no biggergigger than a
mans handband will in the near future
obscure the horizon 1890 is18 cer-
tainly and will be a marked year in
the worlds annals

Acaccordingaccordiacordin to0o andrew bensonsJen sons
historical lerecordd it will be seen
that the month of march is more
prolific of events in connection with
mormonismniem than any other
month in thythe year this is aspeci
ably so of revelations

it was on or almu at march
that joseph smith audand sydney
rigdonbigdon were mobbed lpp hiram it

was on march 17 1839 that marsh
phelps williams HIhiddleakle and oth-
erere were excommunicated from the
church this is just 51 yearsyeara ago
but there is no mention made that
their throats were cut from ear to
ear

it was about march 17 1840 that
wilford woodruff built up a branch
ofif the church in herefordshireHereford shire
england it was on march 17 1841
thatthai the ship alede sailed from
liverliverpoolea with fifty four saintsaboardaboard it wasm on march 17 1842
that the female relief society of
nauvoo was first organized it was
about march 17 1847 that david
smith of the mormon battalion died
at san luis rey about march 17
1849 a mr van 0cottlott sold a peck of
potatoes in salt lake city for 5
and they were considered cheap

it was on march 17 1851 that W
burton a missionary died in edin-
burg scotland it was on march
17 1856 that the constitutional con-
vention to take steps for the admis-
sion of the state of deseret into the
union met it was on march 17
1875 that major blair died at lo-
gan on march 17 1878 colonel
stephen markhammark ham died aiat spanish
fork it was on march 16 or 17
1882 that the first number of the

bedord was issued in salt
lake city by andrew jenson this
is a literary event worthy of com-
memorationme because to the student
of latter day saint history the rec-
ord

acc-
ord is an invaluable book of refer-
ence

but this date brings to mind
another event which the observer
of the present cannot overlook it
occurred just 1710 rearsearsagoago mar-
cus aurelius ememperorferor of rome
died at vienna or as some say at

on march 17 A D
to the Lattlattererdayday saint there can
be no more interesting studstudy than
the life of this monarch to0 the
american statesman it is a study
the omission of which at the present
would be criminal so close is the
resemblance between the history of
aurelius and hisbis times and that of
president harrison and his times
that in the future it will appear more
than a repetition of history it will
lead persons to believe that some
confusion in historical annals has
occurred and that harrison isia con-
founded with aurelius and the
american republic with the roman
empire

Aurelaureliusaureliulu was hornborn in rome about
ADA he succeeded to the em-
pire of rome A D during the
early years of his reign romehome ex-
periencedperien ced great disasters within
its walls a pestilence raged floods
and earthquakes destroyed large
portions of the city granaries and
their contents were entirely lost
famine and hunger prevailed thegermans britons and others were in
revo aft faustina his wife was
profligate she nursed treason
againstdinst her husband noble fami-
liesma experienced troubles in fact
the times were a ahod deal like our
own at present we havehae floods
earthearthquakesbakes railroad disasters ter-
rible vesanres famine revolts and per-
sonal family troubles secretaries
tracy blaine and others were
visited with disadisastersstem the goodfood

family of lincoln has received a se-
vere blow minister pendleton waswaa
brought home dead in a ship the
officers of which disgraced america
1byy their brutality drunkenness and
licenselicenee

marcus aurelius had the best
grounds for considering himself the
most enlightened person of his
time anAD absolute monarch and a
stoic yet he was acknowledged
humane just and tender if he
had failings they inclined rather to
the side of mercy his writings
bespeak the highest ethical product
of the ancient mindmidd and differ but
little from the characteristic teach-
ings of christ I1inn the dog-
matic sense of the word he
was a far better christian
than any sovereign nominally
christian who has reigned since
yet this man marcus aurelius was
the bitter enemy of christianity
though be was the culmination of
the then civilized worlds accumul-
ated knowledge and attainments
biti an open unfettered intellect
with a character representing or
almost realizing the ideal of chris-
tian morality yet he failed to
see in christianity anything but
evil he knew existing society
to be deplorably depraved but
belief and reverence in the re-
ceived divinities and theology
he held to be its only salvation and
protection As a ruler he deemed
it his duty to protect and perpetuate
organized society and with all his
philosophical lighthunt the paganism
of his time he considered the only
agent furfor his mission the new re-
ligion he regarded as disintegrating
society tbtherefore to suppress it was
his duty because he could not con-
scientiously countenance it chris-
tianity he could not believe of di-
vine n the story of a crucified
god wrowas to him an absurdity

the story of christs origin was
to him so absolutely incredible and
so far rivalingoutrivalingout the exaggerations
of mythology that he saw in
christianity not a regenerating
which it has proved to be but a

destroying social factor the fact is
the basis on which christianity
rests appeared as absurd and ridicu-
lous to marcus aurelius the best
man in the pagan world as does the
basis on which mormonism rests
to president harrison who is cer-
tainly the mostmoat moral and most
conscientious of the Cbchristianristian
gangno of our time john stuart
19millW whose ideas are here reflected
says of this christian persecution

to my mind this is one of the most tragic
al facts in all history it is a bitter thought
howbow different a thing the chris finnity of
the world might have been if adopted as
the religion of the empire under Aureltus
rather than under constantine but it
would be unjust and untruthful to say that
he adopted aany means or urlurgedard any piepleas
to suppresseup press I1christianity wwhichI1ich have not
been subsequently used to suppress and
abritian ity our proprotestantismt no chris-
tiant more firmly believesbel ieves in the destriede

of atheism than did aurelius
in that of christ unless any
one0 12 e who approves of punishment
forf0r the promulgation of opinions flatters
himself that he is a wiser and betterbelter man
than marcus aurelius more deeply versed
in the wisdoms of his time more elevated
in his intellect above it mornmor earnest in
his search for truth or more single minded
in his devotion to t when found let him
abstain from that assumption of the joint
infallibility of himself and the multitude
which the great aurelius made with so un-
fortunate a result


