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THE CRITCHLOW ISSUE

it tois quite evident that in thebe
I1judgment of some veoplepeople the existence
of mr Critchlowla junta must be efes-
tablished whether the facts warrant it
or not when the statement was
firstbritt made it was emphatically denied
then alleged proofs were adduced in
the shape of a letter from somebodyeo
setting forth thatthac somebody else hadbad
told the writer that somebody bad ap-
pointed etc that somebody else as
emphatically denied the chief point of

thehe alleged conversation and yet
the people first above referred to WJwithtb
unworthy persistency take the
ground that everything mr critch-
low and hisbig susupporters anyaay
must be true and that everything
saidaid on the other side must be fa bp

against that logic there is of course
no protectprotectionlov it showsshown howbow easily
trifles aau assume the appearance of
portentous events and how miserably
suspicion plays upon the fears of itsite

victims
the issue at present is well defined

those who believe all that mr critor
low and his followers and newspaper

have said and insinuatediu arear
forced ttj believe that the gentlemen
named asan members of the alleged

asaa well as the mormon
leasereleaUJeadereere are harr nor isie it merely a
questiontion ol01 versiveracitycity asa between the ttwowt

sidesidea if we chose to dignify mr
s communication by answer

ing it in detail it would be easy to show
numerousoame roua contradcontradictionlot orisa which the
impetuous and inconsiderate gentle
wananan hasbaa himself made but odsideou side
all this the important fact remaIDS
and cannot be lotlost eight of that mr

only pretends to venture hisble
suspicions belief and hearsay while

those who dispute him speak from
actual knowledge what doesdoe the com-
munity think of a manmaim and an ele
moot and a newnewspaper that on suchsnob a
allsy issue would attempt to raleeraise
uchsuch a scare asan hashag been diligently

fabricated and foisted uponu pon the people
of this state within the last sixelx dayi

AN UNMANLY LETTERLEITER

the NEWS isie inID receipt of the fol

lowing communication from the headbead
vfof the reorganized church

HERALD publishing HOUSE
iowa march 28 1896

NEWS salt lake city utah
in your semiweeklysemiaemi weekly issue lorfor march

gib present year page 6 there occurs the
notice of the death oiof mrsmra almira
Flbartonarton 01 at parowanPaFarowan there isia that in
the notice that somebody should correct I1
as some of itil isin terribly false and some otof
it grossly stultifying

1 it states that mrs barton was
married to joseph smith the prophet

att macedonia ill in 1832 this makes
joseph smith the prophet to have been

bigamist as at the time he was married
to and living with my mother emma
hale whom he married legally in 1827

allowing for a mistake oftenof ten yearn in
the notice in date and it still leaves the
samegame crime of bigamy charged against
the prophet

2 the no ice gives the inference that
mrs barton left five children the re-

sult of her marriage with the prophet
thisthia is rather stultifying to the character
of mrs barton and her husband mr
barton

it isia a matter of regret that the system
represented by althethe NEWS has made such
a notice as the oveone referred to a possi-
bility and that men are found who can
state suchfinch things and believe them

yours hoping for betterbelter things
JOSEPH SMITH

son of the prophet by his only wife
emma

toethe notice referred to ia18 the follow-
ing telegram to the NEWS in which
by a typographical error the date 1842
waswaa made ten years earlier but
subsequently corrected in the NFNEWSwa
thip however cuts noDO particular figure
as tue writer of the foregoing com-
municationmuni cation

4 one of Pa rowans
oldest residents mrs almira bartonbarion
died this morning at 9 0 clock of a par-
alytic stroke she was born and joined
the church in theibe stateslate of new york
she was married to the prophet joseph
smith at macedonia ills iiini 1842 she
was the mother of five childrenchildred came to
utah about 1858 removing to this place
shortly afterward and has resided here
ever since

if mr smiths hope of better
things isia directed to making more
truthful statements in the future we
heartily agree with him in that antici-
pation As matters standeland however we
regret to have to point out that in hishie
communication he states what is not
true As to the notice he
the correction in date which he ad
mito asaa appearing proper there Isie not
in it one aegert lon or intimation thai isia
either 46 terribly false or grossly

pj mrs barton diedled toio
parowancarowanParowan utah march 4 1696 shehe
was born and joined the church inID
nownew york she was married to the
prophetkrophet joseph smith iuin 1842 she was
theh mother of five children and she
came to utah toin 1858

As to whether the children
were by the first marriage or
the second by which she became
mrs bartoo there tois no statement but
if they hadbad been by the first marriage
the fact that a widow with five child-
ren remarried Isia neither stultifying to
herself nor her second husband that
idea may do in a country where the
suttee prevail but not in this land
and inid expressing such an idea when
mr smithsSmithJs mother emma hale
smith a widow with children remar-
ried major Bidabidamonmou wethe letter showsshown
the writer thereof in a most unmanly
light inID this particular action we do
not forget that well meaning
persons make mistakes perperhapshaio
as bad as and when they are
called to their attention they regret
them and tasksmake amends
where there isin opportunity we may
state further however in view of the
tact that the first marriage took place
in 1842 which mr smith showsshown he
considers the date intended that
he must know thatdast the probeproba

ability of five children boeingtoeing bornbora
to a man murdered before thithe
second half of 1844 was reached waswaa
notdot strong nodand that the fair intimationtiou
is that the widow subsequently met
and married mr barici to whom lc
children were born and there toie noab sl
I1stultifyinglag about such a procprocedureeduM icither

I1 Y ilg
regarding the statement that the

writewrit erlof the communication isia aoa 1
of the prophet by hisbis only milijwkemmsemma it also toIs untrue and mr A

smith hasbaa bad presented to him
u uch evidence at least that other
wives were married to hisbis father asaa itshe
hasbaa that emma hale wagwae to
question of the legality orof the ceremolo
uundera der a state enactment is notinvolved
herbert the fact of the ceremonycerecerta mouy paipei
formed on more than ouroone occaoccasionsioW v

established beyond doubt this fact te
known notdot onlyodly to persons who hwlived and who yet live in utah but
was within the understanding of pel j
soon prominently connected with the
orgorganizationanimationaniza tion of the reorganizedReorganizett
churchurchct as they have admitted ohlon ki
more than oneode occasion 1

with referencerefer erce to the preal y
of plural marriage in the church ofat 1

jesus christ of latter day saisaintsto thitthe 7

maoman if men are to be consiconsidered0derid 41in
matters of church doctrine to whom J
the full honor and responsibility forfoi
its introduction belong is joseph 1

smith the first prophet and president
of the church in this dispensation
he introduced it by practicing it him a

delfsselfs by enjoining it upon others and 1I1

by officially performing ceremonies
which gave to men their plural wives r

that fact cannot be got away from
and no honest man will try to evade it
in the face of the evidence thereof
which hasbae been available for the piling

halthalf century mr waymay have-
the pleasure if pleasure it is to10 him
of calling bigbia father bigamist s or
anything elseelee but it doesdoea not change
the fact of that father having more
wives than one married to him by bibepexpressress direction as president otof the
church and of placing other men and
women in the samegame relationship to
each other and toin realizing that
truth and taking U in connection with
the other labors of the prophet and
patriarch who were martyredmarty red in
carthage jailall the latter day calub
are proud to recognize thalthai in their
veins waswae the best blood of the
axt century 21 in the sense that
they were the chosen of god to stand
at the bead of the great work of latter
days

we hope for better in
future from mr smith than to aapply
offensiveflensive epithets when there tola no oc-

casion or justification anaa in tolathis cam
we attribute it to an
to maintain a certain view rather ban
to BUYany special on his partart
and we believe the majority of utah

will sogo consider it since woythey
i hovehave a kindly personalperaonal feeling forbafor him
he perhaps may claim the privilege of
coln as the writer hazlitt sayssay the
modern itlet diep viz otof stultifying
all understandings but big own and
that which hebe regardsregarda as hishie own buttbat 16

iefit unseemlyemly and undignified to sayaay
the least to denounce asaa terribly
faraleefee Is a statement of any fact jofhof ate
tory sucheuch soa the practice of plural
marriage by the prophet joseph or on

grossly AU action NOW

K


