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I1 desire the assistance of my brethren
and sisters this afternoon asaa I1 have
been called upon to address the con-
gregationgreCre gation and am not in my usual
tatestate of health having been a little

unwell during the past week but not
seriously so still 1I feel more than ever
the need of the faith and prayers of
the congregation in arising to address
them that my mind may be clear
that I1 may be in a condition to re-
ceive the impressions of the holy
spirit and that I1 may be able to say
suchucb things as will be edifying to the
congregation I1 have no desire to
promulgateIrom any personal opinions and
ideas that I1 may entertain in regard

1

to religion or any other subject of im-
portance I1 only desire to declare that
which tois true and which is given of0

the lord
our religion has been received direct

from heaven in the present age and
the elders who are called upon to
proclaim that religion in all the world
have been instructed to do so asam the
are led by the spirit of god not to
preach by the enticing words of
manstrans wisdom but to declare that
which has been revealed from heaven
and delivered to them when jesus
christ our savior was on earth he
preached in that way he said my
doctrine is not mine but his that sent
me 1I speak to the world those
things which I1 have heard of him
john val 16 and viii 26 28 when
he sent out his apostles to preach
the gospel to every creature in that
age of the world he instructed them
to teach those things that he hadbad
commanded them go ye therefore
and teach all nations baptizing them
in the name of the father and of the
son and of the holy ghost teaching
them to observe all things whatsoever I1
have commanded you and lo10 I1
stuam with you alway even unto the end
of the world matt 1920
these were the instructions given by
our savior to his apostles in that age
and in restoring the same gospel in
our time he has given the same com-
mandmentmandment totd his servants they are
to teach that which hilshas been given
them from on high that which god
has revealed and not that which they
may have conceived in their own
minds at the same time the same
promise has been given to the servants
of god in this age of the world as was
given to the apostles and other disci-
ples

disc-
iple in that age that Is that they
shallhall have the holy spirit and that

spirit shaushall guide them into all truth
that it shall tak of the bilings 0ot th
brather and of the son and showshiow
them unto them and also show them
things to come by that spirit they

are to speak and the lord has con
firmed that to his servants in this day
of the world by saying that if they
have not the spirit they shall not
teach so that the gospel as preached
by the elders of the church of jesus
christ of latter day saints is to be
preached under the influence of the
holy spirit and those things are to be
taught which god has revealed

this is not the idea that is prevalent
in the christian world in regard to the
proper way to preach according to
the ideas of modernmodem ministers a sub-
ject must be prepared and the minis-
ter must try to be original he must
endeavor to bring something before
his congregation which shall be a little
startling itif possible a little sensa-
tional itif needs be but something new
that will arrest their attention by
human learning and study human
wisdom and research it is expected
that the ministers of modern times will
be prepared to edify their congrega-
tions

there is this difference that I1 have
pointed out between the preach-
ing of the elders of this
church and the preaching of
the ministers in the various chris-
tian denominations as they are
called so that the elders when they
stand up before congregations and ask
for the aid of their brethren and sis-
ters mean just exactly what they say
they feel the need of it even itif they
are well versed in the scriptures if

well instructed in the princi-
ples
they are

of the gospel and well informed
in regard to the doctrines of their
faith they feel the need of the present
inspiration of almighty god to be
quaqualifiedlifted to preach the gospel torfor it

I1 have saidis not to be preached as
by the enticing words of mans wis-

dom but in the demonstration and
the power of the holy ghost that
things adapted to the needs of the
people at the time may be given them
and that the instructions may be sea-
sonable and suited to the conditions
and the minds of the people who are
before the preacher also that he may
be treefree in his spirit in his mind inini
his body to be impressed by the holy
ghost to be led by it that ha- may
receive that which god has for the
people at the time that is the order
of preaching in the church of jesus
christ of latter day saints

when I1 was called upon this after-
noon to address the congregation my
mind was directed to some verses in
the chapter of matthew and I1
will read them and if led by the spirit
of god to make remarks in connection
with them I1 shall be very pleased to
do so

when jesus came into the coast of
deserea phillippi he asked his disci-
ples saying whom do men say that I1
the son of man amaln

and they said some say that thou
art john the baptist some ellaselias and
others jeremicslas or one of the pro-
phets

he unto them but whom sayrayj
ye that I1 am

and simon peter answered and said

thou art the christ the son of the
living god

and jesus answered and saldsaid unto
him blessed art thou simon Barjonat
torfor flesh and blood hathbath not revealed
it unto thee but my father which tois
in heaven

anda say also unto thee that thou art
peter and upon this rock I1 will build
my church and the gates of hell shshall
not prevail against it

and I1 will give unto thee the keyskey of
the kingdom of heaven and whatso-
ever thou shall bind on earth shall beb
bound in heaven and whatsoever thou
shall loose on earth shall be loosedloomed in
heaven matt xvi 13 19

on a subsequent occasion as we read
in the new testament jesus made
this remark to the other apostles that
whatsoever they should bind on earth
should be bound in heaven and what-
soever they should loose on earth
should be loosed in heaven matt

18

that was a most extraordinary pow-
er given by jesus christ to his disci-
ples and he did nothing but that
which he was commanded to do by
his father said he to his apostlesapostle
As my father hathbath sent me even so

send I1 you the power that god gave
gave to them for he was to

stay but a little while among them
he understood about his decease
which he should accomplish at jeru-
salem he understood that he should
be lifted up upon the cross and that
his body should be interred in the
tomb and that on the third day idshe
should rise from the dead so before
going he left the authority which
god had given him with his apostles
he gave them this extraordinary pow-
er and authority the keys of the
kingdom of heaven that what theyther
should bind on earth should be bound
in heaven and whatsoever they should
lose on earth should be loosed in hea-
ven peter who was the chief of the
apostles the head of the apostleship
was specially given these keys he
stood at the head of the church in
connection with james and john asaa
the apostle paul relates after christ
had left the church and after his de

from the earth peter james
and john were evidently the presiding
authority in the churchh and they
with the other apostles held the power
to bind and loose on carthandearthand what
they did by the authority thus vested
in them was acknowledged in heaven
this was because the authority that
they received was not of man noto
man could confer this power noho
man could of himself assume itft
he might do so in name and
by vain pretense but he would
not be acknowledged in hea-
ven this power that peter and
the apostles possessed which was
given to them of jesus christ who re-
ceived it of the father was of such a
character that it was acknowledged
in the heavens above what they per-
formed by that authority was recog-
nized there and was exactly the somesame
as though jesus christ or the father
had performed that act in person


