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His Peculiar Superstitions, Cus-
toms, Cruelties and Strange
Performances---His Lan-
guage and Religion.
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ve must go|

history of |

man s
further back thar
QUr owWn civiiie i (AKeS Us »
gmong the musly traditon
t H W clain

Krope
long forgotien §

an antiquity that laughs our GWwr |
goorn and to a lineage which, by con
pirison, puts that of the "barbarian |

completely In the shade, FKverything
of course, depends upon the point
view, and 1if it & admitted at the |
glnning that an anclent ancestry Cal
rien with It & prestige before which t
rest of the worid should bow, then t
Chinaman hag an advaulage at
ftart, The chronicle of Chinese dynas
ties alone extends back Lo nearly &
veirs befors the beginning of the Ch
tjan era, or some 0,000 years in al
which is quite a respectable perlod
Ching, In fact, f8 & survival of anothes
and more anclent world than that Ui
which we live at present, and herein
1ies the explanatlon of one phase of
Chinese peculiaritles
Nearly 1,800 years ago,
$0, the Chinaman Introduced gunpowds
from India and was using it 10 soms
advantage 1,400 yeurs before the alleged
disoovery of America.  Thirteen hun
dred &nd fifty years ago the art of mak
Ing paper from vegetable Hber was
brought into Burope from China, whers
it was probably invented; at Jeast
far back ak the sixth century, printing
wus practiced by the Chiness#; in the

or about A. ]

tenth century the imperial classics
were printed, and by the thirteent!
much of the literature of former ugel
was in ¢irculation,

In fact, there are few great inven
tiong of modern times, saving those
pertaining to steam and electriclty,

which were not common in China at
one time or another, These facts may

ays
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ginal, but [ Lo & perverted sense of what should be
of | rendered to antiguated and s
' i1 ou To ascertain why and when
tand, 1t the tirst John Chinaman wore a plgtall
ind |y hall have to g { few huns
|1 g dred yearg In ! ni not
t ¢ ! BO very far #ither | older cuns
» toms than that ! mportant
hil evenis have happened, « which chrons
e {ieles have boen } grved.
\ ] of a porson nr' It was not untlli the year 1644, after
11 from ot it 1a not : long and bloody wars, that the present
| that they are | Mantchoo dynasty was established, and
la ue, Some | It was Just about that time also that

e strange | the Chinaman wan foreed to adopt the

the eyes of tho | badge of his Tartar conquerors, wiich
' our point of view | was the eue, The Tartar gave John the
Lo by cotittirles, Jike the | cus, and he has kept It ever sinee, even

was bestowed as
He was told to

though &t the time It
a olgn of servitude

vho havl to be driven |
n from the way

wu
TING
FANG,

s WKW

be set down to the Chinaman's eredit, | Chiness In abasemer
nar

nothing

but to his dizcredit must be urged the
other notorious fact that, while he was
the originator of many useful fnven
tions, he never learned how to apply
them to the best advantage, He maks
his paper In the same manner as his
sucestory did 3,000 yeurs ago., he pr
fers block to movable type today H
gcountry used Hrearms osnturles befs
other nations had abandoned bows wnd
BrTOWSs; vet up to the present time
has great faith In antguated “Jingsl
and other prin € WwWeapor ith
which some of 1 Wre T tin
the allled powers at this moment) ar
belleves h the «ff
nolses, grimaces and tind
resting the adva »of an ¢ ned
with the latest inventions of e
These facts belray anoth phuse of
Chinese character and sh how & nn

tion great at the beginning or In an
clent times may be
arrested development a (
sanse be petrified. That i8 the troubls
with John, HMe started out we
great progress at frst and ther

ome the vl
nd in & ecertaln
L

mads
proba

bly overcome by hls mighty moeit
suddenly “stopped short, never to go
agaln,"” ke that famous clock which

was either wound up
ped 2 cog. Al
and when he arose, bew
ghock, he s

too tight or silp
Ipped and rell,
Hdered Ly the

forgotten ev

wyway, he sl

d“mmed to havs

erything ¢ but the former greatnest nese deawing
of his ancestors and the magnitude of rtion and perepé
his counts He will nssert tha
It 15 & sorry atate to get Into when a | clans are fif Ly
nation ass v, slither by assertion cholrs
by Implcation, that it “knows It all” | to thelr digcordant
and can no : be tzupl This rhythm and
sefma | n of Ching, for, | the ear aplitting &
flecting that it r ought 10 1 next F teatif '
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exiets » | {
400,00 4" ($his :
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PICK UPS FROM EVERYWHERE.
For pr ' ' m 4 1 an | f1
Aust: nte new tieat B ¢ it
ment, consisting of imm n tim- | prooegdn godng Lo the
ber 4n a solni { acld and an |y Bouth Afr
alkall until thor iy hmpregnated ali AL t
Rfter nich o ting of sulphate of | Lroaks the |
eOpher s appiied { A Gormar t
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A CHINESE BEHEADING PLACE

Overbegrng and

Chinese learn

verdity

The Chinese are

people, yol, with the exe

natives, such as thoxe of Halnan
halt wild proples of the interior of
Formosa, now under Japane
ey all speak a common languags
hich, again, has 0 man) ety that
¢ residents on different | of
rorar int Il rang \
{iferent pronuncistion
{iffoult langunge n
nd th !
th W 1 thi
rn another £u iu
{ Chinese diplomats, like Mr, Wu T

Fang, the |

| Hlales

ney and an exquisite

The fact that ey

ble for the

ometimer display
This ixaorance,
er. Invarlably results In exaggeration of
the greatness of China
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thelr own land
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not

amazing
I\’
f

i

HOUSE BOAT ON
PEI+HO RIVER

to

oW
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eption of some
wne

thelr

minded
from experience
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you
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resent minigter to the Unit.
with ae
pronunciation
en those Chinamen sug
pogsed to be highly educated do not al
ways master all the intricacles of their
ywhn writlen language may be responsi
Ignorance
the resources
howev.

they

that
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AiNg

he

wddress
our
heaven
himself upon
supposes his gods to dwell
tior
the
Thelr

For Instance, when we
the Bupreme Belpng we ralse
faces and direct our thoughts to
but the Chinaman prostriates
the earth, in which he
Our locas
1 of Intelligence 19 In the braln, whils
Chinese Jocate It In the stomach

menls, especinlly thelr dinners,

wis going.'

and preserves

|
|

HEN CHINEE AT HOM

the women, that is & custom which has
been in vogue since & certhin emparor,
abott o thousand vyears ago, found
great pleasure in the danclug of a girl
who had made her fest small by bind-
ing them up 20 that she could plroustte
very prettily on the tips of her toea
The emperor was so delighted with

ptitdons or religion is ancestor wWarshlp,
and on eertaln days of the year all the
members of the family pérform their

sncred duty of earrylng to the graves

of thelr’ progenltors gifts of Ineense
sandnlwood, candles, focd and drink
The ancestor has a apecial plehe In the
household, an well aa the family god or

g for whoen @ man dies it [s belleved
that his ghoat scquires great powers
and must be placated with gifls,

As for the family idal, he has a good
time or the according to the
family fortune, Bo long ag things go
along smoothly he has o plate of ric

odla

reverse,

S

,’.mu, thelr superiors and Indeviars, with
'H‘PIJ""Y The hova and giris are ody.
[ented towether until they are about 1p
vears old: then the boya of the rich ga
to 4 school OF iy

tuton

REpATrRte have g
i the glirls are kept at
It in sald that rabip of an
cedtors and obedience to parents s t
religion of tha Chinese, o educution iy
their universal ambltion. They
{ Itively worahip learnlng &nd have t
grenteat respect for. thoge who h
aeaitired |t Naturally
Confurius s the particular god
aaint, of every Chinese wsely

home

hile the wi

ehough, 1

patron

the evolutions of her little feet that he | pigced for him at every meal, and joss |ihd when a Loy Ardt attéends he tal

cansed a pavement of bis palace to be
inlaid golden lotus leaves and
flowérs for her satisfaction, the
other women of his empire, hearing of
it, all hegan to bandage their fest

But when the Mantchoo dynasty came
the first edict | after

witl

nnd

sued,

Into power

the male Chilnese had been ordered to |
wear the plgtall, declared it punisgh-
ablée by death for parents to hind the

feet of thelr hlldren. 1t 18 another ils
lugtration of the obstinacy of the Chi-
nese that they took kindly to the pig-
tafls, which at flrst they desplsed and

now consider nas a ¥lgn of honor In-

slead of disgrace, while they resented
the edl against bantdaging the feet, |
50 that It was recalled after three years

and the custom reinstated,

The most conspleuous example in
this country of a4 woman of station with
feet 18 that of the

Chinese minister,

bandaged

wife of the
whosa recent
ladleg and thelr dress
come with beltes
Spouse were not so frightfully

amilable
Mr, Wi ‘
American

might scem fvr‘
grace if his n‘-\nL
maimed

{
crititisms of

heat of fashion
The
rarely

ent rooms

Chinese |adies
ent ther, but oceug
)(i“"l ‘,i" X.I':
than In olx
The men have a

LOR
, ‘ratl

convenient

fience

I8 more

to some law of caste ‘
oustom in hot weather of divesting

1" !
themselves of thelr coats and all su-

perfluous garments and sitting around

A MERCHANT PRINCE"
AND Hi5 FAMILY

and mutilated in conformity to the bes l..
and g
|
!

burhed before
comes 1o his

gtloka and Incense are
him daily. DBut if i} Tuck
owner he 1 first curged for a ne'er do
then, If It continues, he 18 kicked
or, It mude of metal,
battered to pleces and sold for old Junk
While the visible smbodiments of
thelr gods are of mechanlcal manufa

well:

out of the hous

ture, the Chinese also have a mechan
jenl avrsngement by which they do
thelr praying, which congists in turn-

ing & big oylinder filled with Innumera- |

ble invoeations on paper or parchment.
Aftor jerking a bell rope ag he enters
the temple, to fuform the god of his
presence, the Chinese worshiper then
gives the cylinder a whirl and reels off
more prayers in & minute than an ordl-
nary petitioner can utter In years
Superstition Is rampant fn China, and
the soothsayers are econsulted on every

fmportant step or occaslon, no class be

ing exempt from Its pernlcious influ-
ence, Une of the superstitions of the
{ the “fung

hinaman & his belle! In
ghway,” or the eternal balance of
|

for example, If & window |s
ened on one #glide of A room another
must be opened on the other, ete. This
more forms than one
case 18 cited of a

had represented

things, as,

tion taker
ive, and a
who

HuUper

high mandarin,

hig country at a foreign court, pros-
trating himeelf before and worshiping
a green ligard found in his courtyard

had been assured that it
nation of the great dragon
King then devastating the
country by a terrible drought, We are
onsldering, of courge, the native as
untouched by foreign olvilization,
which rolls off him like waler off a
duck’s back, and ag uninfluenced by the
misgionaries who have devoted se many
vears trying to overcome hig supersti-
tions

Strange to say, it ia this ancestor
worship which, while it has Kept China
20 long unprogressive and a laggard in
the race between the nations, has given
rige \* the most tender family tles In

hecause he
was the Inear
who was

'ln negligee, which they would not feel'ln.'uiratlng A beautiful fliai plety. On

fcconnt of the fact that the possession
of children will probably secure him
perpetual worshipers when he shall be
entombed with his ancestors, the Chi-
nese father welcomes a birth with joy,
and from that hour the mother becomes
4 person of lmportance in the house-
hold, The childieas wife 15 desplsed
and maltreated, but the mother of a

i lurge family 18 almost {dolized, for the | good stories

sticks, poainted eahdles and

t of mock money, al ’

his K
gmall pooks
{which he burns f o]
or paper-on which I8 Insorfhed one
the many titl Confucius, the !
bowlng while hia offering Lurns Let

bafore a gtrip of ol

s of

the goid, This ceremony I8 called '
< {tering sehool” and “worshiplng the
SAEe,
| It 18 a matter of wonder how tha
| Chinese children learn anything ot
glnce all the exercises aré conducted
'w,mc voee, the pupll shouting «
|

Jeagon as lond as he cun, and the

nolge he makes the more profictent he (s
gupposed to become, The helght of
boy's gmbition is to take the coyrse

{ presceribed by the tsung-ll<yamen
|central government, at Peking, and b

feome & diplomat, though to sequlry
degree one has to undergo & m
| vere serd of examinations, and m

[ lives have been lost In the attempt

! Tt will be geen from the foregning

| that the Chinese have falrly n
thelr degignation of “pecular,” and
that, though they have many con

mendable tralts, they have some whis
they can well afford to do without, On
charsacteristie tralt of the Celestlal

his power of endurance; another is hi
{nsensibility or indifference to pain. He
is essentially thick skinned, or pachy
I not ean end

but & alge unaffec

dermatous, an only

guffering stolonlly

ed by thi ifferings of others, This |
exemplified by the terrible ecruelty ex
erciged In his treatmeént of orlmin

and of thase charged only with having
| committed small offenses against 11
laws. A person without Influence, 17
| suspected of any crime, fs tortured in

a most revolting manner In order to
wring confession, RBometimes he |
hung head downward by means of

{ cords fastened to his toes! agaln, stood
lon his head, while the saleg of his feot
are beaten with heavy bambeos, If 1

ns he generally does, under
the terrible punishment, he Is thrown

confesses

to the ground and beaten nearly to
Jelly, or eise is taken to the execution
yard, where hig head is chopped of

And the Chinese mode of execution i
| dleateg the vast difference between
thelir elvillzation and ours, for, while
are only moved to execute caplital pun-
jshment by dire necessity, and then ef.
fect it as secretly as possible, the Ohl-
nese use every sort of brutal accessary
to make of 1t a gport and shocking ox
| hibition. &« dozen or maore
| vietima have thelr heads chopped off at
a time, belng arranged in rows, so that
each one can see the ghastly act per-
formed on the one that goes before him
The prigsoners are chalned hand and
foot and are dumped on the ground
ke go many plgs, and their heads lop-
ped off by an executioner with s keon
bladed ax or long knife until t)
ground 18 drenched with blood, and ull
present are spattered with the blood
that spouts from the headless trunks
Lastly, the Chintse funerals, 1lke
thelr executions, partake of the awfally
grotesque. As the Chinaman has to pay
the “last debt of nature,'” llke other In
dividuals, and cannot hire a substl-
tute, a8 he might if condemned to be
beheaded, he uceepts the inevitable
with resignation. But he has taken ev-
ery precaution to “fool the devil,” wi
he knows, 18 lylng in wait for hls soul,
| by providing a great store of firecrack.
ers, which are let off a4t every corner as
the funeral procession passes In a n
and tuck race for the cemetery, nder
cover of the funeral Fourth of July cel
ebration the fust freed sonul Is supposed
to depart in peace, uncaught by the evil
one, TRISTRAM W, WILCOX.

THANSPORTING HORSHES,

One of the most difflcuit matters con-
nected with the transport of mounted
the embarkation of horse
Equine soidiers do not love the sea,
to get them on board and to keep then
quiet and healthy during a loug voyag
is by Horse
are always kept in a cool state befur
embarking and are put on board shij
rather low In flesh than In too high con-
dition, Horses which are In the latler
state are digposed to be fractious and
kick, and are also lable to Inflamm

metlmes o

troops s

no means an casy task.

tion. Long, slow, steady work la given
to horses previous to their embarku-
tion. They are kept fasting aud with-

out water for some hours before belng
put on board.

This minimizes the bad effects of
glinging an overfed animal. They also
become much sooner reconclled to thel
change of quarters and take to thelr
feed on board when thege measures
have been adopted. As a rule, horses’
shoes are not removed, as the animals
are generally used directly they land

Horses 1o be embarked are drawn Ul
by troops as near the points of
barkation a# possible. Thelr saddles
and harness are taken off and packed
large wacks, while they are provided
with ship's collars.

No fewer than five men are required
to “sling” a horse quickly and well
One man holde the “head guy,' which
is made fast to the ship's head rollas
Two men stand on each side of the anl
mal and hold up the sling untll the
horse's legs ledve the ground, and thé
two remaining soldiers stand &t the
head and tall to fasten the breast strap
and breeching respectively,

A horse on board ship cats ten pour‘.J‘F
of hay, five pounds of oats, five pounas
of bran and one-half an ounce of niter.
His drinking allowance Is helf a gill of
vinegar and eight gallons of water.

COMPLIMENT T0 THE CLOTH,

A distinguished clergyman tells a 81
ty at his own expense: He was on #
tramp through the mountalna with an-
other clergyman for & companfon, 00
day they mounted the driver's seat of
o stagecoach, As is often the case, the
lsmge driver was an Inleresting charac

ter, whose conversation abounded In
The three speedily b

While the Chinese cannot be sald to| Chinaman holds, with Nepoleon, that | came frisndly, and )t was with relucs
have & settled religlous belief, as we | {he greatest woman I8 she who I8 the | tance that they parted at the end of

| mother of the most sons.

One of the first lessons the children
lenrn is cour@®sy, and rich and poor
alike are taught to address thelr par-

| the journey. “I'm glad to hev met yén
| fellers,” sald the driver on leaving
them; “yer see, 1 haven't seen & man
lthls summer—only ministers.”

begin with sweetmeats :
ind end with plain food, Hke ries, con
11 our cusiom of eating the gim-
pler | ! i i
And { L {
{ to 1 I Chinest
‘hé 1 |
As we sha our [a and allow 1
i oy nh | {0 grov s3 Johr
Chinaman ! ¢ h head and K8
the ) | on h I
he chalks 1 ahoen, while wa have
blackened and polished: he sh
¢ own 1 when he casually
& frien after a visie b biaks
ceremoniously and does his bowing i
the streat; at the left hand 18 his post 3 51 “
of honor; he pay® his doctor only while ,‘.n ”"\".-?f{
he 15 well and docks his salary 8o ' ~
% he is sick-—-a custom which, It would
m, tould not be too highly com
miended OF A MANDARIN °
The Chinese gentleman prides him. |
self upon his ceremonious etigquette and
the puanatunl observances of pulite for
malities: he never thinks of sitting | shave hie 1, all but the part where
while his guost | Anding or until he P Uncle Ned" wan sald to be bald— | at llberty to do if women were present,
s b I him to & seat Al his fLd that | m top—and {6t the rest of his | Both sexes of the higher classén wear
S Chinese have recently | halr drow long. From the fact Uhat | most expensive gamoents, and the fash |
11 ntee af safety due 10 thase who conformed were promiged lons change, though almost imperespt]-
' it ] g and half o f aploce some have inférved | bly, as tn our country. The men, as
t ! he nan [ "pigtail,” by which It is ! well as the women, are very proud of
reignh Ahips Defore wa ammonly known; but this {8 probably | thelr fine embrolderics and exqulsite
eir fons were “'ba farfetched An Inquisitive statisticlan | sllks, thelr kjﬂlulﬂul neadlework and
{ tion and { hat {f all the pigtalle in | precious stones in elaborate setiings of
' { Nt Were cut off nd thro v on ',}" A"\L
Al o mentioned: may be | marke! they w i weigh In the aggre- |
\ ) A § . 0,000 tons, and If |
i il Lied it vd Ud reach three times | regard it, still they have thelr convie-
I wround the glabe: but this, agaln, 18 a | tlons and are strongly swayed by the |
t of the | matter of conl > i,u,l.“l teachings of the great Confu-
e | As to fool binding practiced on | cius. The central feature of thelr su]wr-‘
R h ! 1 1} 1, third and fourth wurslw 14 obtained, Is found on cactus
| ‘ 1 it sld | from b each, and thereafter it | plants. The organ cactus is used in
b unvinee deep set feher- | rapidly diminiehes, In the tenth year | the ereotion of fences, its sharp spines
! % ator's figures are | the ordinary hen lave but 10 to 12 eggs. | making it an effectual barrier. It re-
599,599 of being correct Many varieties of the cactus plant are | sembles barbed wire,
4 fired In baltie only one on | put to commercial uses In Mexico., The In 1898 there was sold about $5,200.000
t tie hits s mark | #pines of the hedgehog cactus are sold | apecial dellvery stamps. The distance
On Germun hen laye about | as toothpicks, a single plant sometimes | traveled for special delivery was about
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producing as many as 50,000. The cooh-

numbar 8 only Ineal insect, from which coloring mate«

b R b e

o g e

2620,000 miles, A messenger boy to

accomplish the distance would have to

go about 1,100 times around the world,
or five times to the moon and back.

There are about 1% corsel factories
in Germany, most of which are located
In the Rhine provinces—Hesse-Nussauy,
Berlln, Hamburg, Saxony and Wurts
temberg.

L4 Hang Chang, the Chinese muitl-
millionalre, maintaine at his own ex-
pense & well equipped force of about

[

5,000 soldiers, all devoted to their ven:
erable chief and ready at his behest, b€
the rame what it may.

A new cyclone story is that & "f""
which was picketed on & rope was plek-
ed up by the cyclone and carried }Jl'
the length of the rope—about 80 lee-;
where she remained until the storm hil
passed, when she guletly climbed dowd
the rope and resumed her grexing.




