river, carrying with 1t the famons and
venerated statue of 8t. John of Nepo-
muk, the patron Saint of the ancient
city of Prague and of the Bohemian
nation.

Without attaching undpe import-
ance o the fears and terrors the
Bohemiaus, who regard as the worst
of omens the disappearance of the
statne of St. John—a atatte whieh was
vigited every vear by thousands of
plous pilgrims—- it must be admitted
that many Europeans have every rea-
aon to view the approach of the som
ing winter with fear and apprehen-
sign.

—

SMASHING THE “LIBERAL”
PLATFORM,

OxE of the leading planks in the
¢ Liberal” platforin issued before the
February municipal election was
that contracts fur public work
should be let to the Ilowest
respopsible’ bidder. If there is
one promise that has been made
by the party that has not been
broken, we fail to recall it. It was
insisted by their organ awnd cam-
paign speakers that where publle
work was not conducted upou the
basis of advertising for bids and
letting the contracts to the respongi-
ble persons who made the Jowest
offers, there was a “nigwer iu the
fence,”” in the shape of n job.

In view of the platform promise
referred to and the '"Liberal’? logic
which formed tlte basis of its ingser-
tion o the code which was to gov-.
erno the party, it may be interesting
to place them in juxta-position with
a proceeding in the Coun¢ll meet-
ing October 14th. The <Ljberal??
officers have failed completely to live
up to the particular plank in relation
to contracts for public work. Last
evenjug an attempt was made to
pass an ordinance in cotiformity
wlth it. The proposed act provided
that such work a3 the luying of
sewer and water pipes, prading of
streets, etc., should be done hy
contracts Lo be uwarded to the
lowest bidder. The ordiuary re-
pairlug of strects was very properly
excepted, in the proposed ordinance,
from this rule, coneiderable of that
lubor being done by prisoners of the
city.

It the officials 1o power were
honestly seeking to carry out the
professions of the party which elect-
ed them by ‘trleks that are dark”
—always keeping in mind that six
of themy were never elected at all—
they would readily have supported
‘the ordtusmce in line with the
“Liberal” platform. Not so, how-
ever. It was killed by a tie vote.

There Were tuti councilmen pres-
ent, the votes buming equally  di-
vided. “Beott, Beott; Georye M.

TEE_ DEsERET WE]:JKLY.

Beott”” held the decidinz vote,
which he declined to use. He sat
serenely astraddle the fence, know-
ing full well that the ordinance
was alrealy assassinate! without
his aid, in public capacity at least.
He could not, perhaps, have saved
its life by voting, as it requires the
concurrence of a mijority of the
Couneil tr secure the finul pasaage
of an ordinance, but he had an op-

‘| portunity to place himself on recosd,

and failed to do it. The reason
for only two-thirds of the members
belug present when the measure
was gonsidered, may be conjectured.
The whole aspect of the transaction
has the appearance of a piece of
trickery. If the absentees or aany
of them favored the breaking of the
“Liberal” plank regarding iblic
work, tiey shruld have at feast the
courage to make the fact known by
being at their post of public duty,

Now it is plain that public work is
not to be done on ‘the plan of the
“*Liberal®® platform, which Is con-
structed of rotten stuff throughout.
According to the former logic of the
“Liberal organ*’ aod of the wild-
eyed party campaigners, this means
corruption and jobbery. It is oot
long since that the inorning anti-
“Mormon’’ organ auuounced the
startling fact that there were at least
“four bad men In the Council.”? It
will soon be iu omler for thgt
paper 1o imcreagse the oumber.

Unparalleled burdens have Leen
put upon the peo. e, in order to
place an enormous amou bt of money
ia the hands of the present officiale
of the city, and if the statements
and logiec of the chief * Liveral®
argan be taken ns a basis, this is
dopoe that they might reap a pie-
thoric financlal harvest. Thst is
puttiong it mildly. Immense
snms of money are appropriated for
street and other purposes. How
it is expended is a mysterious
matter, the public wot being in-
formed as they were under the rule
of the People, The mystery is
deepened when we cousider such
statements as the following, clipped
from the Balt Lake Tribune Wed-
nesday, October 15th:

A prominent ¢ity official is disgust-
ed with the way the streut department
has been conducted. As faras he can
see, the continual banling of dirt on
the stroeta the past season has made
them even more of a guagmire than
before. 'The mud ls a8 deep as it was
last winter when the Sainta had con-
trol, and the road roller does not pack
down the 501l 8o that it will shed rain,
or anything like it. Itis mud, mud,
mud, every where.”

It i= more than likely that the
“‘prominent city offlcial” who
ennnciated a truth with which
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every citizen is couversant was not
among those who voted against the
ordinance providing fur the per-
formamnce of public work by contract
aceorded to the lowest responsible
bidder, The process which that
enactnient would introduce would
probably militnte ngainst the mode
of makiog a small return for a large
consideration.

It ia stated nbove, in the fourth
paragraph of the article, that Mayor
Beott did mot vote. Reporters who
were ¢lose to him when the action
was {nken did pot hear him vete,
aod felt certain be did wot. An
examioation of the record today
shows that the Mayor vuted *No.*?
Lt appears as if other pariies to the
plot had insisted that he place
himself on record against the let-
ting of contracts for publie work to
the lowest responsible bidders.

"A FEW “GROUNDS” FOR OUR
CHARGES.

O~ Tuesday, Oct. 14, we briefly
alinded to the bitterness and rancor
with which theanti-“Morinon®? press
bas treated the movement of the
“dMormons*’ to pluce themselves 1o
bharmony with the laws of the
United States, and the evidences of
insincerity on the partof those who
clumored for such a step, and when
it was taken berated it with all the
venom of acrimonio:s tongues and
gall-dipped pens. The *Literal”?
organ quotes our words, calls the
Ngws “eraven’® and “brazen’® and
asks:

+What gronnd has it to think that
the opposition press are sorry for the
manifesto? What ground has it for
thinking ithat the demand for this re.
nunciation of one feature of the creed
was insincere and that when It was
made it was received with sorrow?"

What ground? Why the ground
furnpished by the writer of the ques.
tions and the author of the epithets
which continunlly hlister his ven-
omousand mendacious lips when he
speaks about the ‘*Mormons.”? The
trantic efforts he has made through
the organ of slander and hate to
make it appear that the actions of
the “Mormons® was A {raud. The
lying dispatohes he has caused to be
sent over the wires to Jdeceive the
country, The vile names he has
heaped upon the leaders of the
Church and upon all who have
apoken insupportof the Declaration. *
The blasphemous and filtby bur-
lesques of religious utterauces in the
Tabernacle which have appeared in
the Trtbune. The manifest chagrin
of that paper, at the endorsement of
the manifeato by the C(onference.




