
Which ahall we do brethren? It is necesnl Ardlnailon and try tne IIE17 'ADVERTISEMENTsay that they are inspired of God andf that
THE EVENINGWS. pie; in some countries ther? legislatures

are chosen and appointed by the king or
emperor, as the ease may be, . In a Repub-
lican form of government, each as ours,
these legislatures are supposed to represent
the people, hence Ihsy axe.properly called
Representatives, or the members of the
liouse of Representative. These men are
elected in the various districts! The peo-
ple of those districts get together, nominate
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Tt3 Very Bsst SsTTini ITacMng! -

sary for us sometimes to examine the posi-
tion wo occupy in order that we may un-
derstand w we stand before the Xord,
m-- Kt rn rvnafHm and relationship IS
rvTT!m Riiairwa listen to the" counsels of

these who hate been dulsjauthorised and
appointed to act aa teachers, bishops and
high councilors, or- - shall we listen to uve
Yoioe of ths turbulent, unruly and rebel-
lions? The Saints can answer this.

Wo are not aiming at personal aggrand-
isement no one can lay that charge against
the . elders of Israel. Who. have ever
shown more seal and disinterestedness in

the welfare of others than theyEromotlng around me here, and I see
hundreds of men who have been to the
ends of the earth to preach the gospel to a
corrupt and fallen world, without parse or
crip,trusting in the living-Go- d, while try-

ing to lnduoe their fellow creatures to walk
In the way of life and salvation. Will you
find such men anywhere else? ; You might
go to , the Methodists, Presbyterians,
Church of England, Baptists and others

von . TTilcrht talk to them until you
split your lungs about going to preach the
geapel without purse or scrip, and they
would not do it. :

"WelV'.aomo say, "President Young is
ttlngYery rlch.-Yes- , and I am very

glad of it. -- 1 like to aee people hare means
who are Inclined, to do. good with it, and
not be ansject to every Imp of Satan who
feels like trylns to injure the Saints. Ase
you sorry that your prayers have been' an-
swered? How often! have heardjroa pray
la 'your meetings among the Seventies,
High Priests, High Councillors and among
the pnblio - congregations that Ood would
bless ills servant Brijcharrj in his basket
and in his store, in his houses snd his lands,
and in everything that ho had about him.
I have) beard yon pray this thousands and
thousands -- of times. . If you do not want
him to have means stop your praying.I would here ask, who is there that knows
better how to use means than ha does, and
who does mora for the welfare of this peo-
ple than President .Young? "Weil, he
ought to do more," some may say: I say so
too, and he does more than anybody else. I
know this and I could appeal to ethers) who
know it too.- - Men not min-equentl- y aposta-
tise, and the first thing they want te dols to
sell theirproperty that they may get stray 10
some other part of tho world. That is a
different kind ofapostacy to whining around
all the time. If X were to apostatise I ahould
want . to go ofZ. I would say, "gentlemen,
X did believe in your religion, but I do - not
believe in it any more, and wo will part
company. I will go somewhere else." J3at
in the. selling of this property it not un-ireque- ntly

passes into the bands ofgentiles,
which helps us to sustain their influence- -
a thing; wnlch notwithstanding all our cov-
enants wo have done and are still - doing.
Shame upon the Elders of Israel who cov-
enant thus and so and thentro to and break
their covenants! President Young, has not
taken this course, and when men apostal!ee
and . wrnt to-- sell their- - property he is the
man to. buy it. X have-- aeon lots ofsuch
characters go to him,, and he has bought
their property whether it will pay or not.
Others, able to buy would refuse unless it
would pay, 'but he thinks It will alwsysrmrr to 1 ireYen t the snread of eentile Influ
ence in our midst. Here, not longago, there
was an establishment belonging to Wells,
Fargo & C'Cv, for sale. President Young
asked s number of individuals, who had
means, to purcnase it; out. "no it will not
pay' was the answer. "Well." said he.
"it wUrpay me to buy it,' and X am goingto buy it," and he bought It. Tf It had not
been for that It might have been used for
purposes . injurious to this people. And
Kt soma, aro eternally grunting because

uses wealth, given by God in answer to
your prayers, lor tno. boneot ef this com
munity. - - , - , ...

It is well for ua to understand some of
these things. Ts It right that the devil
should have all the means, property and
luausnco, or snouia tne xxra possess It.
whose right It Is? What are we after? We
expect that not only one man will bb rich.
but that we all ahall be by and by. --Wo ex
pect that we ahall possess influence, powerand wealth. We expect tho time to come,and we preach and pray about it, wjien the
Saints ahall take the kingdon and possess
it, and when their rule and dominion willextend from the rivers to the ends of the
eartn; ana would you gsmnblo becauseOod ibirfnnlnjr to fulfil it?

X do not know but I have talked enough,I thought I would lay some few principlesv uua a mu uuurg we people.There aro one or two remarks mora thatI will - make. When we, as a people, every
i jw. vvv iw uw ooonoui ana auuxor-itl- es

of the church to manage, control and
regulate the affairs of the kingdom of Ood
upon the earth, ahall they govern or shall
they not? Shall men yield obedience to
them, or shall every man take his own
course? Shall we give up the kingdom andourhopes of eternal life and exaltations inthe celestial kingdom of Ood, or shall eachtake his own course return to the beg-
garly elements of the world and go to thedevil? How shall it be? I tell vnn twwhile' God's church lson the earth Ho will J

Svera..ruie ana dictate, and He will do it
rough the power of the priesthood; andall. who do not like that, let them helpthemselves, and lift up their hands againstIt, and go to destruction if they please. ForGod will rule and overrule, turn and over-

turn, until the kinedoma of thla warM
hall become the kingdoms of our God and

txim vnnst; ano until the will of Ood ahallbe done on earth aa it is' done in heav-An- .

and every man will yield obedience to thelaw ofJehovah.
V May God, bless us to be willing and obe-
dient and to live our religion.- - that we maysecure the blessings of time and eternityupon the heads of ourselves and our pos-
terity, in the name of Jesus, Amen. ,
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TnorSASM in the West place their confidence
la the 2Td Jacket lUUere, becanae they are aware
that they secure health to families who. dwell
In unhealthy dlstrteta, and that those thus alt
tutted who do not use It. fall alclr from the

vote of - the councils or tne nurco
How are the , High Councils' chosen
Just in the same tray,: and - the
carious1 High fJocncils dn the aaveralcities
and stakes of Zioa have to pass through the
same ordeal. It U first the win ef God and
then the sanction of the people. Our gov-
ernment Is not like the governments of the
world ome bf them are elected by the
voice of the people onjY; but ours is first
by the voloe of God and then sanctioned by
the voloe of the people, and henoe there ia a
distinction between our system and theirs.
Our fxaodom and liberty of action are also
a long way, beyond theirs.,. The scrutiny
theotaoera atthis Church hare to. undergo
is ten times as severe as that undergone by
the" public servants of 4be people, in any
other part of the world. 'How so? .We meet
together twice a year at our general oonfer-eno- es

there Ithe Presidency, the Apostles,
the Hbzh Councils, the. Bishops of the Ter-

ritory, the Presidents of the Quorums of
the Seventies,' tho High Priests, Elders.
Frlests,Teachers and Deacons are presented
to the people from allparte of the Territory
for their approval, and when thus convened
the name or President Young la read over,
and it is asked. Ue you sustain President
Young as President of tho Church of Jeras
Christ of Latter-da- y- Salntst'! and 'all the
apostles, presidents of councils.-- ? bishops
and all the people lift up their hands In
token be fore. Ood that they will sustain
bim. If they do not feel Uke dolag so-w-by

don't' they manifest it then? . Tha is the
time and place to do it, and the opportunity
Is given them to do so, and si honest men.
If they have aogbjfc against President
Young, they should come right -- out and
asy I do not believe in this, that or tbl
other, and I wish to bear my ; teaUmony
against 1L" That would bo honest; but it
U not honest for men to lift no their hands
M token that they will auatala the Presi-
dent, and then, when they go ?rTfafmur and complain and find fault
acts. Is It any wonder that men, who thus
sacrifice their nonor and ; integrity, should
lose the spirit of God and go into darkness?
Ask yourselves, ye elders of Israel, high
councilors, high priests and seventies. Is it
any wonder that men, who will thus vio-La-te

covenants zaade with uplifted bands
before Ood, should lose the spirit --of Ood
and go into darkness? They axe poor,
miserable men who will do so, and they
possess neither manhood nor principle; the
IXaly 2host will not dwell 'With them and
they are not fit to associate with men of
integrity. Yet such characters complain
about their liberty being abridged! .

Not only is the President voted upon as I
have Indicated,- - aami-annuall- y, but his
counseUers also; they are put up separately
and voted upon by the people. Who are the
peeple who thus vote upon these men? Are
they idiots, dri Tellers and fools? , No they
are men who, as a body, have thought and
reflectad more than any other man in the
world: they are men mora, enlightened by
the spirit of truth than any other men on
the faoe or the wide earth. With sUi ur
weaknesses and imperfections there is not
a people in the world who have investigat-
ed principlaso much as we hvre. This is
the class of men who vote to sustain tho
Presidency and the Twelve, and in fact, all
the organizations and quorums of .the
Church. Is this free grace and free will?
iritis not, what is itr is it freedom or
bondage?, Go out into the world and Inquire
among our various ' church organizations
there whether raea in this church holding
presiding authority In any of them is not
elected by the people over whom he pre-
sides. YMt will universally find that theyare not only in this Territory, nut tn England. Ireland, ftoot lend, Wales, Scandinavia
and in all parts of the earth; where is there
more freedom than beret Was I not Jostl
fled in saying that we are the most free
neoDle In the world? I think ae.

e will follow the subject up a little fur
ther There has been a great deal said about
our-- ve institutions here. Who
ha done this thing? "President Young"aa. 111a m east ear ISrs 9 I V r Mrtt aA rtnlavefefii if 1as nas? evwsjji Vi a uwv ssv uyuD mmiAA at
but with aposhUes, however, it Is as it used
to be among the children of Israel. One of
the prophets said, is there evil in the. cityand the Lord hath not done it?" Apostates
ssy, "is there evil in Israel and Hrigham
has not done it?" Now. it is true that he
stands as the mouth piece of God, and de
livers certain nrlnci Dies unto us. What then?
We are celledupon to act upon those thingswhich are presented to us. And we haveour Schools of , the Ciders especially for
purposes of that kind. All these v thinrs
are discussed there, and all the members of
tnose schools nave aa opportunity to speakand express their sentiments ana to. bringforth their Objections, and of advancing
anything that will be for the good of IaraaU
Ia there much bondage in this? I can not
see it; ifany of yon who attend these inves
tigallons, can I should like to hear you ez
press your sentiments.' '.Ifyou do not speak
your feelings, .do not go awsy andaay"Brlgham forced. us to do so and so."
This is too contemptible for a man.- - There
is no manhood about ltl I Ilka to see men
act like men, with a principle of manhood
about them, and not go into a publio meet
ing wnere tney nave run .freedom or speech:and say nothing, and then come out ana
sneak around the corners, and say "I am
tvttiAfl anrl dirt nM tall m fo3rtar "
Poor fellows! - . -

We have our laws, which are given na by
revelation, and our churchy organ I tat Ion ia
also given by revelation, .a man does
something wrong, or there is some difilcul
ty existing here, or somewhere else, tno
maoer wnere. xnero zs a class or men in
this church we call teachers. It is their
business to see that no hard feelings or 111

will exists among the people who are mem-
bers of this church They visit from house
to house, and I would like them to come to
my house oftener than they do. They go
from house to house to see that the peopleuve tneir reugion ana steep tne command-
ments of Ood. Ia this oppression? Ohl
how much we-ar-e oppressed in Zlon,"tonave men come aiong ana say Drctner or als-ter,- so

and so,do you attend to your prayers?Are you living In peace ia your family and
with your neighbors? or, bare you any-
thing wrong among you? If there Is, let us
try and tret it rlzht. What an
it is to leel after the welfare of the peopleand counsel them for thsir good, ana teach
them the principles of righteousness! Some
people think these men of no importance.I think they are of a great deal of import-
ance, and the more they come to my house
the more I esteem them, for they are fulfill-
ing their duty; and If they do not come It
looks as if tney ars not rnagnifying their
calling. Do they teach me? Yes. certainly:It Is their place .to teach me and see that Ido right in my family. It is their duty to
ask every man, no matter who he is; if he
la asblg as a high priest, the teachers havea perfect right, and it la their duty to see
after vrvrj man and every family.

Well, suppose there la some dlfllcnitythat cannot be settled by the teachers, what
then? Why it is reported (a the bishop,and the ofXender is summoned before bim
and the case la heard before the biahon and
teachers of the Ward; and If ths matter is
not decided satisfactorily, the parties can
then appeal to the High Council. There
twelve men listen to- - ths rrldtnco offered
and decide upon ths case; and still another
appeal can be had if their decision is not
sath factory, and that is to the First Presi-
dency. - If any further appeal is wished for
then ths parties must appeal to the Lord, If
they know how to, get at Him; but when
men get so far entangled in disputes, they
do not generally know much aboutlilm.ther
do not know the way to Him, and conse-
quently cannot appeal to Him. Is there
any bondage or oppressien in all this?, Ithink not. Would not these; men who are
turbulent and will net listen to' either the
tcachersv. bishop or Ulsa CotmaiL like
to go and tach us 'all how to do right?Would not they make marrnlsot coun
selors for m fofut us all to rights and
have us ail earns t staa&ard of truth?

ue teacnes in em au. - ,

It was something of this kind that
.

led
Jo ph Smith to investigate and tQ. inquire
of Ood concerning the truth of the religionaof the Christian world. In the "part of the
country where be resided there was what
was termed a religious revival going on
among various denominations,' and after
the excitement had died away, there was a
squabble amongst them as to who should
have the converts.' Joseph said 4hat s
not right, this disorder does not come from
Ood; there is something wron,'and be-
lieving in the statement of the-apostl- e

James, that if any lack wisdom he should
ask of Ood, be innaired of the Lord, and
the angel of the-Lor- came-t- o him and
showed him the position of things and told
him they were all wrong. -- That must have
been an astounding idea to think of that
all the good, pious . and holy, who were
trying to do right, were wrong! The Lord
told Joseph that He would teach him from
time to time, which He did, and by and byHe led him to the truth and revealed to him
the true order of Ood, and he and Oliver
Cowderyrereset apart and baptized each
other, by the order of Ood. They were or-
dained from Heaven, and they set In order
and organized the Church, 'and tho verynature of that organization placed it in tho
bands of the people who received the bles-
sings of baptism and the laying on of hands.It placed them in a Doaitlon to ludcre for
themselves in relation to the correctness of
tne doctrine tney believed in; they received
the Holy Ghost and were brooght into re-
lationship and union with heaven, audit
was the privilege of every one who went
forth In humility, was baptized for remis
sion of sin. and received the laying on of
hands, if they lived in faithfullness before
the Lord, to know or the truth of the doc-
trines thev had obeyed.This is the nature of our religion; this la
the position that we occupy to-da- y. If we
live faithfully before the Lord we have the
light and inspiration of the Holy Ghost to
guide us; but if we depart from the princl- -

of truth, and rebel against the author-t-y

that Godrhas placed lu His church then
the Holy Spirit withdraw from us and We
are lelt in the dark. Nov we have tne law
and order of Ood in our midst. We are told
that ail kingdoms are governed by If w.
There are celestial, terrestrial, and telisiial
kingdoms; the celestial kingdoms are goT
erned by celestial laws; the terrestrial byterrestrial laws, and the telestial by telea-tl- al

laws. All beings have laws, suited to
their capacity, by wnicb. they are governed,
and these lawa aro framed by the Great Je-
hovah. The lawa which He has instituted
are eternal in their character they are not
connected with earth only, but with
heaven; not only with lime, but with eter-
nity; hence the gospel is called the ever last
log covenant or the everlasting gospel.
This covenant, like the gospel which is as-
sociated with it, it without beginning of
days or end of years, eternal in its nature,and in its effects and consequences.
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placed in Uis church presidents, apostles.
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high priests, elders, priests, teachers and
deacous. lie ban given laws for the direc
tion and management Tf the church mil
Itant; and those directions and organisa-
tions, and this priesthood which lie- - has
f;iven to us are a copy of that which exists

heavens; and as we are associated
with a church and gospel which are ever
lasting, so are we also associated with laws
and principles that are ever lastin g-r-t-

is. they are calculated to operate la 'time
and In eternity and 'When a president, an
apostle, a high council, a blshops'a court.
or any- - other tribunal, organized here tn
the Church or Jesus Christ of Latter-da- y

Saints, acts according to ordination and
calling, he or they act not only for the Ume
oeinz. but tney act as in tne presence or
Ood and the holy angels, as the priests of
tne aiost xugn uoo. Homing me prieautoodthat administers for time and eternity and
minis respect tne organizations for gov-
erning and dictating the affairs and people
of this church aro superior to all other in
stltutlens that exist on the face of the whole
earth, belnsr adapted to the tern d oral and
spiritual wants of men in time and In eter- -
nitv.

Then again it Is, as we alng sometimes.
ail free graco and all freo will." Who

forced any of you to become Latter-da- y

Saints? By what power were you coerced to
come in to this church? Did any body force
you berer x think: not. 1 have never
known of any such a case, If anybody else
nas 1 snouia uko inom to tell me, l think
that the elders went forth and preached the
gospel and you believed them, and you
made a covenant oerore uoa tnat'youwould keep Ills commandments, and theyintroaucea you Dy rjapusm into tne church.
Again, they did not send a posse after you
and force you to come here; there was no
Process or writ issued nor coercion of any
aunu usea, ana you mignt nave stayed In
land or any part of theUnited States nd no--
DOdy wouia nave moiestea you if you had
stayed there until to-da- y. What brought youhere? It was "all free grace and all free
wllL' Vou believed in the gospel ofJesus
Christ and you beliered la. gathering to
z.ion ana you maae use 01 au tne faculties
witmn your reacn to get here, " and finally
you came here. r

WeiLdoea- - anybody force yon to staynerer w ny, no. no nas prevented anyof you from, going to California, Minnesota,
.Dakota, Montana, Arkanas, to the States
or to the devil? I speak of tbfese thlntrs
because some people talk a good deal about
liberty; but who has ever interfered with
?rou in any way? it is well enoughus sometimes to reflect upon these
things, thst we may understand the posltion we occupy.

Again, who has forced you Into the prac-tice of any principle of the gospel. Quite a
number of the elders of the church have
more wives than one: who forced any of

1 a ea p aa

Ku to taae inemr . w as toere any process
compelling you to take them? No,

most certainly - not. Who forced the
women to take the men? Nobody. Then.
as fares all these things are concerned, to
wnicn x nave rererreu, it is aa x nave said,
Mall free grace and all free will, and none
can snow wnerein tney cave peen deprivedof their liberty and rights.. ,

Well, but there are some ofas who would
like to have things a little different; that is.
wa think the majority of this people have
mide a great mistake, and bare selected
the wrong person to govern, and we oughtto have had some body else. Well, so longas we are foolish enough to think as we do.
my opinion islhat we ought to bo goceraad
by those we have chosen and by those laws
we enact ourselves.

- I want to ask a few Questions In relation
to the priesthood here, .for I used to be in
the habit, when In the gentile world, of in-
vestigating their systems, and I want to
invesug&to anaxnuciao ours at keenly as I
would theirs. If it will not bear investi
gation. It is not worth having.

- Let us examine some of these thlncs. and
let us begin wltn President x oung. lie Is
appointed as the President and head of the
Church, ue stands sciln thIlrstDlace.as
the lpsitimato successor cfJose rh Smith. lie
stands as such, in the second place, by the
voice of the councils and authorities of the
Church of Jesus Christ of Latter-da- y

ttainis, ana Dy tne voice or all tne peoplewho are members of that Church. He is
quailfled for that cfllce by tho power of
God and the revelations which Ood irave
to bim, hot only in consequence of occupy-
ing that xxwltton. but also in answer to the
prayers of the holy priesthood, who are
tilled with the Holy Ghost: and not with- -
standlngall their Infirmities, their prayers
and faith do ascend to God, and lie hears
them on behalf of. President Younsr. and
He blesses him and guides and dictates him

anitnrtl mniMnmni f
Va. few srordaanmr la relation to the
Twelve, Are they chosen by revelation?
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I am pleaaeU to hear the testimony of my
brethren when they return horn -- from
mission. Wha they hare gone In 'faith
aad fulfilled their mlnloM honorably and
faithfully before Ood, and hare returned
ain, they si ways feel pleasant, Joyous and
nappy., They experience whea they art
away, the yalae of their 'religion, as Bro.
Need ham hu done; and they axe necessar-
ily led to pat their trust In the llrlng Ood
and seek guidance from Him, for they
realize that there Is no other power or
Influence that can sustain them; and when
men are In the fulfilment of their dailea,
whether here or elsewhere, they alwmrt
realize, the blessings consequent upon obe
dience, for the blessing of Ood always"attend Ilia faithful Saints. When men and
women are 11 ring in the enjoyment of their
religion and In obedience to the laws of
God, they always feel comfortable and
01rPJ bat wheneTer they TloUte Hie
laws, transgress Ills commands, or are
negligent of their d atlas, they are uncom-
fortable and unhappyj there la no eonrae ao
safe and Joyous as to continually tees: the
CiTor of the Almighty and bo governed" by
Ills law.

We, aa a peopla,hare always been taught
thai obedience La one of the --great leading
principled of the jrorernment ' of Ood, as it
la. one of the great leading principles of all
other systems of gorernmenL I think
sometimes that we do not mmnrthimj th -'position that we occapy before God and the
relationship thst we sustain to each other;
and that many people err tor want of proper
reflection and a" correct understanding of
the laws pertaining to the Kingdom of God,
nor da they understand the responsibilities)
derolring upon us Individually and col-
lect! rely.

Some one has said thst 4lorder is Ilear-en'-a
first law;" 1 that be so the nearer we,

Individ aally,adhere to order In Ood' a king-
dom the more likely shall we be to enjoy
Ills smile and approbation. Society la or
panlred according to certain rules, lawe
and usages, the earth and earthly things
are gorerned by law, the great object of
phUoaophlo research la to comprehend
what are termed the laws of nature and to
eolre its problems. If they dig into the
earth and become acquainted wlthths ra-rto- os

mineral, they study their properties,
ralnes, laws --and aQnltUs 'for each 'other,
and by analysis discorer their component

' parts. Tho astronomer, in examining the
heavenly bodies, makes it the great object
of bis study to discover the laws by which
the various planets are governed, the rate
st which they move through space and by
what other planets they are influenced
according to acknowledged invariable
laws. The urns is true of all the works of
nature, of mechanism and of everything

Jthat we can conceive oC There are certain,
laws by which the hum In system' Is gov
erned, and by which all creation is
lnflaenced, and certain affinities and
influences which govern and control the
whole. We call these the laws of nature.
Light is governed by certain " un
changeable laws ao is heat, electricity,
sir, water, the vegetable, animal and mln
era! kingdoms and every principle of life.
that we can reflect upon or think about.
as well as all sabstaaoee living, moving or
inert, ail submit to rule, all are governed
by certain --qualities, properties and laws,

'from which they de not and Can not devl
ate.

Mankind from tkne Immemorial have ee--
tabUshed certain laws and usages among
themselves; they have also, at various times
organised various forms of governmen
among themselves. Despotic, absolute and
limited monarchies, oligarchies, republican
and patriarchal, all hive .been tried; and
wherever and whenever governments have
been instituted there have necessarily exist
ed laws. Government 'naturally implies
that there are persons to be governed, and
the governed have always, given up a cer--
tain amount of their seemingly individual
rights, privileges and immunities to the aa
thority that govorns for the general benefit,
according to the freedom or despotism cf

- the government under which they exist.
These are principles that are well under--
stood. Whatever government you may live
under to-da- y, whether a limited orunllmlt
ed monarchy or a republic, no matter bow
free and liberal U may be, still it is a go?
eramen t ami there are laws whleh all peo
ple, living under that form of government,
are expected to obey.

All people do not 'possess the freedom
and liberty that we possess la this land,
which' Is emphatically the land of liberty;

- stHl all the governments of the earth exJ
pact their subject to , yield obedience to
their requirements.

, The same thing applies to Church gov
ernmeat, of all classes, whether Rom aa4
Catholic, Greek, Episcopalian, Methodist,
Presbyterian, Baptist, Shaking Quakers,
Juanper or whatever form ofreligion it may

-- be. . They have their own Indlrldual forma
.of government fbt the guidance) of their
communicants. , It is true that some of
them are very loose, lax and latitudlnariah
in their ideas, principles and dogmas; tlil
in connection wh them ail there are car--
tala laws or principles that they expect
their people to be governed by and to submit
totnd if they do not yield obedience thereto
they are excommunicated, or cut cfif from
tho --church, There are -- certain penalties
aTlxed to the violation,' or non-observan- ce

oflaw wbcilur ia Charch or Stale capao- -

iiy.
" .'... v

In the seTsrxl Sialyl of these United States,

they fcivo lrjis! tare chosen by thrpeo--

and elect the men of their choice, to make
laws for their government, subject, how
ever, to the restrictions imposed by their
several constitutions; this is the unlforta
practice in this country. And when those
men meet in a legislative capacity it Is sup-
posed that they enact laws for the welfare
of the people who have chosen them, not
for the benefit of this, that or the other
individual; not to build mp one town and
pull down another; not to introduce "prin-
ciples calculated to make one man rich and
another, poor; bat it is supposed that they
meet together to pass laws whlah ahall en
sure to the general wellue of their several
States. They pass laws, for instance, in re-
lation to the payment of duties, in re
lation to lnsnlta or bodily injuries thai may
be sustained and inflicted by one upon
another, certain penalties being aCLxed to
such .things, according to the Judgment of
the majority of the members of the legisla
ture. Thus laws are enacted on a great
variety of subjects; we need not enumerate
them at the present time. I have merely
mentioned, a. few subjects of legialallon,-ealculate- d

to promote the welfare of what
Is termed the body politic

Sometimes these laws operate harshly
upon some individuals; and so uptimes
complaints are made in elation thereto;
but when slaw is passed, is alwsys ex-
pected that the people shall be subject to
that law; and this is the ease in every land
and under erery form of government.There Is no distinction in relation to such
matters; and it would be of no use for a
men to say I feel differently from the leg-
islature, and I do not like such or such a
law. They have to be subject to It whether
they like It or not; or If they refute to be
obedient there are certain penal ties attached,for the government generally nndsmeans to
enforce its laws and to carry out Its decrees.
These things are brought about solely by
the will or human beings organise 1 in the

4PcU7 of communities for the preserva- -
Ition of peace and good order and tor the
promotion of the general welfare

Laws of this kind may bo, and aro con-
stantly modified and changed; but it is
otherwise with the laws of Nature; they,like their Author, are immutable end le.

If a man, for Instance, eats or
drinks thai which is lojarious, and persistsin It, there Is a law of nature that operates
upon him and brings him to a premature
grave. Ifa man is a drunkard, excessively
licentious, or violates the laws of his organ-
isation in any other way he becomes his own
punlaher and la the viotlm of hia own acts.
These mar be called the violation of Dh-vs- i

cal laws. Then there are moral and social
laws that govern and Influence men; and so
far aa they agree to be governed by certain
prlnciples,it Is expected, alwsys and among
all people, that they will yield obedience
thereunto.

X have thought, sometimes, that wo, as a
people, have more liberal principles and
possess more freedom of thought and action,
understanding, than any other peoplethat X know of upon the face of the whole
earth. Some people think otherwise; but
this is my opinion. It is not the opinion of

la moment not formed without reflectioo;U is
tne oonci osion a save come to aiier maturely
considering the subject the better part of
my life; . and I think that liberty eman-
ates from God; that Ood it liberal in Ills
feelings and desires, in Ills actions and con-
duct towards the human family; and that
He has enlightened us by the principles of
revelation, by deigning to communicate to
us intelilgeaee pestalnlng to himself and
ourselves, the relationship we sustain to
liim and to each other, pertaining to the
earth we inhabit, pertaining to time and to
eternity. I think that he has givenus more comprehensive Views of Him-
self, and or Ills own laws than to
any other people, and that Is the reason
why .Wo are more free. It is sometimes
dlfllculi, howoyer, for men to realize the
position they occupy and the blessings theyare in fo m essIon of. They feel a good deal
like Brother Needham expressed himself.
Said be I did not know the amount of
bUsalngs X was surrounded with while I
was here.unm l mixed with other people;"
and I suppose that Adam did not know now
great the blessings were wnicn ne possesseduntil he was turned oat of Eden. There is
a doctrine expressed in the book of Mor
mons, which says it is necessary
that we should ttate .the bitter before we
can aDDreciaie the sweet. It Is necessary
that we partake of sorrow in order that we
may Tsomprenena wnas loy is. jno man is
able to appreciate the blessings of 'good
health until he has been afflicted with dfc
seae. And so men msy be la posiesslon
of the richest blessings that Ood Js able to
bestow on the hnman family, of that they
are capable of reoeivtasj. and they be unap-
preciated because of the inability of those
possessing them to realise the contrast.

All men are liable to err and to depart
from correct principles; but where man-
kind, srenerally. are involved in ignorance,
superstition and error they have very few
correct principles among them, pertaining
either to government, equity, religion,
morals r anvthing else.

Ood baa been pleased, in the multitude
of Ills mercies, to enlighten our minds by
the spirit of revelation., lie first commu
nicated tmto ills servant, josepn smith,
aad through him, tx. the apostles; high
priests, seventies and elders, and through
them, to the various Drancnes or tne ennren
throughout the world, and these men and
this people being enlightened by the spiritof revelation flowing from Ood through the
medium of the holy priesthood, are in pos
session or more light, correcter principles,
more lntelllirent views of God and eternal
Ufa than' any other people; and while we
are all more or less innuenoea ana suoaea
h-- r the weaknesses, im perfections and fol
lies of bumanjaature, at the same time we
are under the influence, guidance and direc-
tion of the laws of truth, and God is trying
to exalt us and to implant within as the
rind pies ef eternal truth, to teach us HisE
Lw-th- at we but oomDrehend the troodnees

o?Ood. and our relationship to liim: and
then lie will expect us to honor our calling
and bain or here upon the earth by vieldlna
full and implicit obedience to Ills behests.
for it is now as formerly, "to obey is better
than sacrifico and to hearken than the fat

" ' ;f' -of rams.. - - -

ia relation to the position that we occupy
to-da-y, I asx. wno la tnere, anywnere upon
the tAoaat the earth. that understands princl -

understand them? Many of ourpies as we- . . . . A IV... ILI.
youia uO norrcomprcuexiLL. mrao uiuiga
fully, because they have not been mixed up
with them; but men who have, understand
them verv distinct! v and wherein is the
dlflarenee between the world and us. They
bare a thousand ideas im relation to reil--
eton. covemaent and other matters of
great importance; but, beyond their ideas
and nations jmey cave very utue,tncrsisbut a small rertlon of truth or correct prin
ciple amongst them. Judging by the prao-titm-.i

workiasrs of their svstem. So far as
their religious systems are concerned, they
have a pre at number of denominations and
th!r rel'rious fiith is very Taxied. Yet
they are all going to heaven, one is gslc
this wit. another that, one has one dth
and one rratem of doctrin es and ordinances.
and another, another, . They however,
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