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How Peter bothered the Lawyers.

BY SYLVANUS URBAN,
——

What it was that took me into the Courtsroom
of T——, whether un;ileauant business or ignoble
curiosity, need not be known even unto fmi dear
- reader. The only fact I wish you to understand,
is, that I was there, and that while there it be-

came my fortune to meet once again with my old |

acquaintance, Peter Mulroony.

When 1 entered the Courtsroom there was
quite a mixture of oval Irish and round German
faces outside of the iron railing which forms the
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Pe'er’s slory is a perfect rigmarole. He had
been to his friend McShane's wake—he had
returned from it~—Lis friends got into trouble
with the Germaus, but as to how the affray com-
menced; his memorys clear enough before, be-
| came sitddenly very bazy. All he dould reéol-
léet was; that sundry of the Irish belng sotindly
pummelled by the Germans, pummelled quite as
soundly their antagonists in return.

The cross-examination now corfhmenced, and,
‘as Peter caught vp and repelled every move of
the keen-witied attorney, the contest between
cultivated sharpness and native shrewdness, be-
came gradually very exciting.

bairier to encroechments upon the dignity of the
bar; and jmlginghfrum the broken heeds and
black‘_ened eyes exhibited by many of the specta-
tors, it was not difficult to surmise that the occa-
sion whichghad brought them together was to
obtain the plaster of the law for wounds which
had lately been received by one of those spirited
rows which warm up so delightfully the old Cel-
ﬁﬂ hE.Brh .

But let me deseribe the scene. Within the
trailing, and running from it at right angles, were
some seven or eight benches, crowded with quite
arespectable number of witnesses, consisting of
a delicate sprinkling of all nations. Parailel to
the benches, but on the oppofite side of the
Court-room on elevated seats, sat the terrible
jury. The central space was occupied by a
fair mahogany table, covered with green cﬂ;lh
eronnd which were seated quite a number of
daintily dressed gentlemen, who styled them-
selves attorneys at law. Seated in the centre
and rear, on an elevated platform, dominating the
humbler desk of the clerk, were a couple of grave
elderly gentlemen, with keen eyes and placid
faces, wﬁuse posts of honor indicated the judicial
nature of their functions,

The case, which was already up for hearing,
was, as I expected, one of assanlt and battery.
The facts, as they were dim!ly elicited, appear to
have been these:—The Irish, who were the de-
fendants, bad, some short time previous, been
invited to wake one Mr. MacShane &t a short

distance in the county, while, on the same even-

ing, the Germgps had been out dancing
of their customary festival balls. These two
parties returning homewards somewhere in the

small hours met, and meeting fought; but, who

began the affrav, seemed as difficult of discovery
as the Philosopher’s stone.

Just as I entered, the counsel for the defence
was in the act of examining a slip of paper.
Presently, he said to the cleik—

fCall Peter Mulrooney, if you please.

What do you expect to prove by him??’ said
the attorney for the prosecution.

‘A good deal that may take you by surprise,’
responded the other with a smile. |

‘Ah, [ dare say,’ said the prosecuting asorney,
whom we shall call Mr. Bibulous.

‘I dare say; these Irish always hang {o-
gether.?

‘Speak your sentimenis more plainly,’ said the
other, with a laugh; ‘perhaps you would rather
they should hang together.’

‘I don’t know,” said Bibulous, who being of
opposite politics to the Irish party in T—-,
regarded them with no little aversion.

‘Peter Mulrooney,’ cried the clerk.

‘Peter Mual-rooney!" exclaimea the stentorian
erier.

There was no answer beyond a quick shufiling
of feet, and an eager whispering, in which a
touch of the brogue predominated.

¢Si-lence!’” shouted the crier. And then he
called out again, at the top of his voice.

‘Peter Mul-rooney!??

‘Whist! ye Omadaun!’ said Peter, who had al
this time been standing quietly by the side of the
other. *‘Sure, a3 I’m not a little gossoon lost in

a crowd, there’s no nade to bellow afther me

like a great bull caif.’

‘Why didu't you answer then?®' said the erier, |

surlily,

‘Ai?rah, betther manners to ye!’ retorted Peter.
‘Would I be afther disturbin’ their honors in
that dirty way; an’ I a gintleman of standing’,
an’ a tacher of the dacencies?’

“You swear, Mr. Mulroony?’ said the cleik,
proffering the book. -

‘Do you take me for a haythen?’ sail Peter,
indignantly. “Sure it’s not respectful to swear in
a coort of justice.

‘But you must swear,” said the clerk, sharply.

¢Did ye’r honors iver hear the likes o' that!’
said Peter, appealing to the bench. ‘A Christ-
ian man, an' a dacent {ookin’ man, too, barrin’ he
has loat his erop of hair intirely—an’ put on a

sthrange lookin® thateh’—the clerk wore a wig— |

‘to make me burglariously an® fee-lotiously
swear before the face of yer honors, an’ the
gintlemen of the jury, an’the gintlemen of the
bar. OL! but the vartue in me won't let me do
that same.’

‘Mulrooney,” said one of the judge-, striving te
repress the quivering about the musecles of his
lips—his associale was stuffing a white hand-
kerchief into Lis mouth—*‘Mulioconey, you must
be aware that it is always necessary for a wit-
ness to take an oath before he can rge permitted
to give evidence at the bar.?

‘Sure, sir, [ kuow,’ said Peter innocently.

. fThat is what the clerk requires of yon,’ con-
tinued the judge, who added, with a faint at-
tempt of gravity—*‘yon will also recollect that it
1s our duly to comunit any one to prison for con-
temptuous bchavior in court.”

‘Leng Life to ye’r honor,” said Peter, ‘serra bit
I'll disgrace meself by hurtin® the feelins’ of any
respectable grey-haired gintleman like yerself, or
ye'r honoi's brother yonder, who is ati’ his
white handkecher to stop the hunger pain.
sir, I'd be takin® preat shame to meself if I did.?

‘Swerr him!’ said the judege, nodding hastily to
the cleik, and sinkiag back in Lis well-cushioned
geaf,

‘Now, Mr. Mulroorey,” said the counsel for
his friends, ‘tell ug what you kncw about this
affair?

at one,

Deed |

L

‘Well, Mr. Mulrooneyy’ said the attorney, “yon
‘say you left home in the evening, to assist in
' observing this national custom of yours., About
what time in the evening?’

‘Deed, siry’ replied Peter, with the utmost
simplicity, ‘but that bates me to.say. *Twas
betwixt and betwane sun-down and moon-rise.’

‘You are at least sure of that, I suppose,’
said the attorney, quickly.

‘Och, by the powers! that I am,” said Peter,
with a keen twinkle of the eye.

‘Have you an almanac, Mr. Clerk, pray see
at what time the sun set, and the moon rose, on
the eight of April last?’ k

‘Sun set on the eighth of Aprily drawled the
clerk, in his usual nasal tone, ‘at tweuty-four
minutes past six; moon rose at thirty seven
minules past eleven!

There was a sudden roar thronghont the
Court, like the surge of waves upon the sea beach;
the face of the prosecuting attorpey flushed
erimson, while Peter Mulrooney looked the very
' picture of unconselous innocence.

‘You must speak fo the point, witness,’ said
'Ilhﬂ Judge, with all the sharpness he could com-
‘mand, *Your answer is impertinent.’ '
. “Troth, ye’r honor,” said Peter, respectfully,
“i’s sorry I am for that. Sure, ’tis the thruth |
‘am fellin’, by vartue of me oath.’

' *What u’nr::rck in the evening was it, sir,’ said
the prosecuting atlorney, whose red nose was
'now getting fiery.

*Sorra bit I know,’ said Peler.

‘Think; fix npon some daily oceurrence for
- your guide, and tell the jury if it was before or
‘after.?

OLY said Peter,

E little.

{

alter apparently reflecting a
‘It was after tay.’

‘Ah, now we shall get at !’ said Mr. Bibulons
triumplantly. ‘It was after tea yon say.. Well,

' sir, at what hour do you usually take tea?’

| *That depends upon convanience,’ said Peler,
with an air of the most profound thought.

‘Sometimes we have tay for dinner, an’ sometimes

' we have dinner for tay.’ ’

The attorney looked vexed. ¢I want to know
your usual hour of taging the evéning meal we
call tea. Is it four—five—six—seven—or eight
o'clock?’

‘Yes, sir, that’s the thruth? said Peter, nod-
ding his head.

‘Which of those hours?’
sharply.

“1f it ud be plasing ye not fo be afther both-
ertng a poot boy, I'd be thankful,’ said Pefer.
‘IUs little 1 know about the one hour or the other,
we dhrive the tay time up an’ down the night
$0.

The atforney bit his lips—*‘Are you married,
sir?’ saiwd he.

‘Ob, but that does be bethering
sure 1 think so.’

¢‘What! Don’t
married or not??

‘Aisey—Alsey if you plase—sure ’tis a throuble-
s_nmeraflestmn lo answer any way, an’ that s no
e, 1stress Biddy Connoly eooited an’ mar-

ried me wanst; but sare it strikes me I must be
‘a widdy now.

‘A widower
i3 dead then??

‘Who? Biddy Conuelly. Troth sir, it’s my
 sarious opinion the fat ould woman is presarvin’
herself for another husband twinty years forc-
neni us.’

‘You are divorced, are you?’ said the aftorney,
looking significantly at the jury, as much as 1o
say, ‘Hal ha! her€’s a pretty witness for you!?

; ‘Divorsced! not a bitof if," said Peter quietly.

| ‘Separatec then?’
.. ‘That’s !’ said Peter; and then bursting out
into a low rich langh, he added, ‘Oh, by the
‘mortial, but it was glaa I was when Michael
 Connolly came back from his shipwreck, and
aised me shoulder of my mathrimonial desaver.’

*When you reached the house of the late Me

hane, what did yon and your partner do?’
‘Went n sit!’ said Peter, with the utmost
simplicity.

‘Wthat nex{?’

‘Gave Denmis McShane as daeent a wake as
ever was seen out of ould Ireland.

‘Now, Mr. . ulrocney, you have told us you
 were present when this riot took place. I wish
- yon to sfate distinetly who began it.’
| ‘P’d like to krow av it plase ye,’ said Peter,

humbly, as he smothed the croewn of his hat. ¢1’d
like to know av a wise, an’ a understand 1’ jintle-
‘man like yerself, if ye can tellme when two dark
| clonds come thegither, an’ strike lichtuin’, which
of the two shiruck first?”

‘This is no answer. Clouds cannot be com-
pared with two parties of drurken men.?

‘I think the answer quite pertinent,’ said the
atiorney for the defence with a smile, for both
‘clonds and men appear to have been charged with
the fluid.” 4
- “Ab, ha!’ said Mr. Bibulous, nodding signifi-
ican:jlj' at Petery ‘Ah, ha! the man is no fool, I
see!

‘Il be sorry to conthradict yer exparience,’
said Peter, smoothly; an’ sure l‘ﬁ Iikepli': retuin
the compliment, but for the vartue of me oath?

‘What kind of a piece of road wes it where
this affray took place,’ said the aftorney angrilys
‘was it straight or crooked?’

~_‘Na'herally it was as straight and purly

said the attorney

me enflirel y:

you know whether you are

you mean, I suppose. Your wife

piece of road as ye'd like to look at: but ecirs |
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METEOROLOGICAL OBSERVATIONS FOR AUGUST, 1856, AT LOS VEGAS,

BY J. L. WORKMAN.
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cumstantially, it was as erooked as a jintleman
that has lost his timper.” said Peter.

‘How do veun make that ont??

¢Sure *twas the liquor that made the differ.?

‘Ob! then, you confiss to your party having
been drunk."

‘It's my sarions opinion that it wae them
Garmans that was bating about like a wrack at

dacent people, but i1’s not aise

‘When vou were at MecS
' and drink?’

‘Sure sir; what did we go there for? Would
ye have us starvin’ wid the hunger, on an occa-
si01 the likes of that?’

‘Certainly not—of course, certainly not. Now,
please to tell the jury what the refreshments
consisted of.’ e
~ *Lashin’s of atin and dhrivkin,” said Peter
boldly.'

‘Never mind the eating, what kind of drink
had you??

‘Poteen,* said Peter, ‘wid the thrue flavor of
the pate about it.?

‘Poteen! Poteen! said the lawyer, as if affect-
ing 1gnorance of the liquory *pray, Mr. Mul-
rooney, wil you oblige me by explaining what.
Po'een is?? 4

‘Arrah!” said Peter, slyly casting his eyes at
the rubiennd nose of his questioner—*‘As if ye
didn’t know?’

The prosecuting attorney, with his obnoxious
nasal organ growing redder and redder, turned
to the Bench and gesticulated vehemently.

What he said could not be heard amid
storm of laughter.

‘Si-lence!” shouted the crier.

‘Witness,’ said the judge, absolutely snorting
in the effort to maintain a becoming gravity,
‘Witness, this cannot be allowed any longer.—
What is the reason you evade a direct reply to the
q:e’au'un? Answer bhim; he must be uuswer-
ed.

“Troth, sir, I'll do that thing. The raison?—
ﬂura'I supposed il was makin’ fun of me he
Was.

‘Why should you suppose that!' said the
attorney fiercely.

‘Bekuse, as [ looked at yer Veshavin- of a nose,
[ thought ye must be well acquainted with the
crater.’ :

The judges fell back and exploded; the prosecu-
ling attoruey sunk into a chuir as if a ten pound
shot had fallen suddenly upon his head; the audi-
tors were almost purple in the face, and there
stood Peter,looking about him with a sort of in-
quiri: g wonder upon his face, as il utterly uncon-
scious of any cause for such a noisy outbreuk.

‘Have you done with the witness !’ inquired the
counsel for the defence.

‘Leet Lim go; said the attorney sharply. ¢l ean
do nothing with him.’

Peter’s eyes now fairly twinkled. As he left
the box, he drew down the corners of his mouth
with the most sovereign contempt.

‘Augh!” he muttered. ‘It’ud tuke a dozen little
red nosed men to bate Pether Mulrooney, ayther
:n'icj the tougye or the shilelah, 1 do=s be thiuk-
i

fo say.’
ane's didJuu eat
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"Barroon AscensioN oN HorsEnack.—In re-

say; an’ that my frinds bebaved themselves like

the |

' Syxraray vor THE Favren—For my part, |
confess | have not the heart to tuke an offending
'man or woman from the general erowd of sinful,
!erriug beings, and judge themn harshly. The little
' I have seen of the world, &nd know of the history
'of mankind, teaches me to look upon the er.ors of
others in sorrow, notanger.

When [ take the history of one poor heart that
has sinned and suffered, und represent to myself
the struggles and temptations it hus passed, the
' brief pulsations of joy, the feverish inquietude of
hope aud fear, the tears of regrel, the [eebleness of
purpose, the pressure of want, the deseition of
iriends, the seorn of the world that bus but little
e!.arity, the desolation of the soul’s sanctuary, and
threatuing voice within, health goue, even hope,
that stays longest with us, goue, 1 have litile heurt
for anght else but thankic:lness that it is not so
with me, and would fain leave the erring soul of
my fellow being with Him from whose hund it
came.

- . -

One should net dispute with a man, whe,
either through stupidity or shamelessness,
denies plain and visible truths.—[ Lo¢cke.
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TO WHOM IT MAY CONCERN.—This certiflies that
David Willlams, lsaac Sheppard, Wilkins Tifty, James
Vaniderhoo! and John Bair bave been cut off from the
Church of Jesus Christ of Latter Day Sailuts for un-
christlan-like conduct. JOIIN W, HESS, Bishop,

Farmingion, Davis cuulily .

The 3kst Quoruin, Attention.
The Brethren of the 31s. Quorum of Seventies are re-
quested to glve their punctual attendance the first Suan-
day of each month, at the house of br. R. Pixton, two
doors north of Whitehonse®s Tin Shop, Council House
strect, at four o’clock p.mn. :
By grder of the Council.

N 'ﬂ‘liﬂﬂ-‘t

The 4th and 23rd Qaorums of Seventles are requested,
to meet their Presidents, every two weeks, at the resi-
dence of Nathan Tanner, 14th Ward, G. 8. L. City, Sat-
urday, Dec. 6th, at half-past six o’clock In the evening.
Punctual attendance is expected. Members abroad are
réquired to report themselves by letter, post paid, to M.
Brewer, clerk of 4th Quoram, and Charles Lambert, of
the 23d Quorum, both residing In the 7th Ward.
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MARRIED:
In this city, on the 18:h inst.s by Prest. /. 0. Kimball.

Hr- WII.IL!IAM IJY HL'“, of this ":'-“_"9 and Miss AGNES
HARDIE, late of Edinburgh, Scotland,

NEW ADVERTISEMENTS,
NOTICE.
HAVE in my possession ared COW,

I lined back and wlite belly. crop off right ear. four
years old. JOSEPH GRIEFITHS,; Pouud Kecper.
UIII:U“, Hﬁ‘i"- E-'Ej. lﬁi‘ﬁ;'_'ﬁ*l

Esiray Ox. v
AME intomy lot, Oct. 29, a red OX,

about 4 years oidy branded on the left horn and
ruap, marks in left ear; some white in his face and ou
Lthe bauck bunes part of tall white, and some whilte mber
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ference to the balloon Ascension and descent
of Mons. and Mad. Goddard, at Manchester
N. H., on the Fourth, the ‘Mirror’ says that
they went up at twenty minutes past eight o'-
clock, the horse hanging his head low down
with eyes intently fixed upon the earth, without
struggling a particle. They were soon high jn
the heavens, about 9,500 feet, according to
Mons. Goddard’s estimafe, sailing in a south-
erly direction. They made a circuit of about
twelve miles, and at five minutes before nine
o’ciock landed in a field belonging to William
Plumer in Londonderry. They threw out an
anchor and caught the balloon on the top of
trees, where they remained some ten minutes
before they could get free, in the mean time the
horse eating the leaves of the tree, as if noth-
ing had happened. ‘The folks where he landed
thought the end of the world was coming, and
the devil was riding through the air. The wo-
man rushed into the house and shut the door,
and for some minutes the man was afraid to
come-and unfasten the horse. The horse went
to feeding the moment he landed.

-|l'|

=

belly, 38-3% SAMUEL SULLY, 19th Ward.

Peach Trees,
SGME of them budded with apricots

) and the m st seledt peaches, offered In vxchange
for produeey, lumbery, and three or four cords of wood if

delivered soon. (38-2) L. RICHARDS,
South eéast corner Council House hlock, G, 8. L. Citvy,
ey

CASH! CASH! CASsHI!
ASH paid for Wheat, Corn, Peas and

Beans, at the General Trading Store.

Wanted lmmediately, alarge quantity «f weolen sccks,
20 bake kettleg, and the highest price glven for vid gold
and silver, watches, chaing, diamoend ring<, &ec.

H. J. JARVIS, Proprietor.

N.B. A good Farm for sale in Davis co., cheap; gratn
or store goods taken for pay. 38-3

TEETH! TEETEL!

T N .
K. AITKIN, Surgeon Dentist,
e late from Edinburgh, Scutland, respe_trully
offers his professional services to those who may require
tirtem, and feels confldent from bis long experience and
practical knowl+~dge in. every department of dental sup
gery, that he can give entire satisfaction to his patroi
the pértection of his instruments combined with his own
skill in the use of them, gnarantee almost palnless oper-

ations in the most difficult cases,

Office at Jarvis’ General Trading Store.

35-3




