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This interest has alsc bean exhbibhited
by their efforts to gather up genealogi
«oal dnta concerning their progenitors.
In this pursuit many of them have
‘traveled thousands of miles hy sea and
land, visiting churches, offices of reg-
istration, depositories of records, li-
braries and many other avallable
sources of information. This research
has heen greatly aided by the publica-
tion during the last hall century of
genealogical hooks and articles relating
toearly Amsrican families, many of
which bavd lineul descendants in the
Oburch of Jesus Christ of Latter-lay
Baints. Hecce you will see why I am
{nterested in literature of this charae-
tet. The vicarious work to whieh I
bave alluded as an important feature of
the faith of the Bajuts is, from the
standpoint of the latter, purely henefi-
cent ami hepevolentand even from the
point of view of those who havVe Do
bellef in ita efficacy it must appear to
be of that character sp far as relates to
the siocerity and devotion of thore
whoengagein it. It hasinvolved an
amount of labor and & degree of expen-
diture of which thoee Dot familiar with
it can form only a meager conceptloa.

The torezoing explanation will per-
haps be sufficient to ehow that the
faith of the Mormon peaple is not con-
tracted, nul restz upon A sublimely
comprehensive basis, One of the
burning religlons questions of the day
js whether or not the Jeail who de-
parted without s Rkoowledge of the
Gospel will, under toe bauner of
Christ, have a chaace of ealvation
after denth. Bueh Invovators as Dr.
Briggs support thé afli mative slde of
this snbject and are therefore sald to he
leading out from the petrified re-
liglous dogmas which have hampered
human thought and action 10r
centuries. But, as you wili perhaps
observe, even these modera image-
breakers must take o seat more than
half & century in the resr of the
Mormon Prophet and people.

RAISING WRECKED SHIPS.

It is now more than A month singe
the steamer City of New York—not
the Atiantic llner once known by that
nsme, but a2 fine steamship engaged in
Pacitic coast traffic—went asbore on
the rocks outslde of Bauy Francisco
harbor. The rocks plerced the hull of
the vessel In geveral places and held
her fast. Btrong and persistent eflorts
were made to float the ship, but all to
no avail, she was too firmly imhbedded
on the submarine erags to he litted off.
The vessel has showa remarkable
strength of construction in withstand-
ing the force of the waves agaipat her
for such a lengih ot time. The holes
in her hull b+ve heen enlarged the past
few days hy the shaking received from

the sturm, and she has settled
so that there is no lopger any
hope of preventing her going
to pieces. Bhe wse builtat the Roach

shipyarde on the Delawure, and the
manner in which she was held to-
gether 18 B hizh compliment to the
quality of the workmasnship which
was Lestowed on her wien huilt in
1875.

The most improved methods for get-
#lng a veesel off the rocks were used in
this instance, but the fact of a very
large piece of rock gelting into the

fore part of the bhul) ¥#¢ more than
could be overcome by » '°© meaus at
hand. Had the ship hesm », *Ved under
such circumatances it wouid 'AVe been
regarded as a great trjumpir ©f ekill
over even the remarkably suce ®8Biul
work with the North German LAOYd¢
steamship Eider, whioh went on '@
rooks on ,the Isle of Wight ahout two

years nzo. ILa that *case the vessol

wad  wrecked In a storm  and

fog, and it was with the greatest diffi-

culty that the passengers and mail

were got ashore. The Eider was ut

firat regarded as a hopeless wreck, but
when the storm abated she was found

1o he sound except for the hole in the

pottom, through which had piereed

the rock that beld ber in position.

It was then that efforts were put
forth to lift the vessel uff and earry ner
into dock across the 8)lent. Souih-
ampton companies were engaged for
the work, but met with Jittle success
tiilf a company of German Wreckers
wag put on, when the vessel Was soon
tilited up by pumping and other means
till 8 puovas hottom was provided, and
the vessel wus aafely taken ioto -dock
und repaired. Iao tne case of the City
of New York there were too many
rocks to gel the canvas under.

This task of ralstng ships ealls for
much skill and technieal knowledge on
the part of those engaged i. the work,
apd the diftusion in late years of
knowledge regarding the prineipies of
ddyoamlce has heen the means, io con-
pection with moderngmechauioa] con-
trivances, of ssving milliona ot dollars?
worth of property. Lifting anisaving
a ship that is wreoked on & rocky coast
{8 an undertaking of great maguliude,
and the success which sttends this
branch of bmeizess is a high compli-
ment to the mechanical inzenuity of
the age. The case of the {ailure to
save the steamer at Ban Franciseo is
more thap likely to result in hrioging
out some contrivance thet will meet
the dJdifficuities there presented and
draw a closer jimit to the powers of the
ocean over jta  partlally disabled
vigtima.

FINE HEMPEN THREAD.

Au loventicn which hae heen re-
cently periecied by two natives
of Japan may prove of considerable
henefit to the Unlted Btates, It con-

glats in the production of fine thread
from nettls pemp. This plant, from
the hark of which the ihread is manu-
facturel, grows abundantly and in a
wild state in Japan, and msay heeasily
cultivated in different parts of the
United States. It the claioe for the
new production should prov: correct,
1t is lkely to supersede Ltz a great ex-
tent the finest eilken threasd,

The patentee of the prooess 18
Itagaki Hokotaro, son of Count Liagn-
&), The techniesl method by which
it was develuped was elaborated
chiefly hy Miyazaki SBabure, of the
Hokkaldo hemp tactory. Mr. Itagaki
was [he instigator of the efforts, how-
ever, his atiention having been directed
to it by the reputation of a woted Frenot
silk mapufacturer. Tois led to ex-
perimente, and the two Jupanese, aiter
a series of trialsextending over a period
of severa) yearse,puceceeded in obhtuining
thread about the fineness of No, 40,

not eatlafled with this 'result. They
were 8till far bebind the French,whom
they had set out to equal. Tuey con-
tinued thelr efforts, therefore, to devise
4 machine for turning out finer thread.
Liast spring a well known English
spinning expert made & visit to Japan,
and the persevering inventors were

Meners Itagaki and Miyazaki were

filled with expectations of learniug
froma him somethivg that would ald
tirem in their diletama,

Ln this, however, they were disap-
pointed. Instead of recelviag encour-
agement and instruction, the Britisher
pruiguely informed them that it was

nopeless for them to attempt to
produce from hemp thread &s
fiue a8 that obtained from wsilk

oy the French process, or to surpﬂss
the No. 40 which they had made,
When they assured him that in their
experiments (hey got re fiue as No. 80,
be gave them Ihe understanditg that
in his view thelrstatemient wus beyond
the tact.

I'nie discouraging lnformation did
uot, bowever, put a 8top to the efforts
of the inventors. They continued
their experiments with greater zeal and
a determination to prove that they
were right in their thread-making
tneories. Their perseverance hore
truilt within a few monthe, and after
numerous trinls at the Hoekkaido fac-
tory they at jast succeedeu in oblatning
from netlle hemp threads of the fine-
ness of No. 100—3 fineness that 18 said
i0 excel even the best Frenob produc-
uion. Tney are now engayged in the
mavufaciure of the article and reem to
Lo a lalr way to resp u pood finanelsl
reward for thefr tireless nnd intelligenc
exertious.

‘The nettle hemp f8 clalmed to be
three or four times ue stronyg as silk and
not at all inferior 1L point of luster, so
that in its maputacture luto equuliy
ue fine threads 1t is Hkely to prove a
tormidable rival to the silk buslness.
As the hemp can bhe grown without
dstfieulty in tbe United Siales, at a
much less cost than silik can be pro-
duyel, there wppenrs Lo be bo good
rewson why sonie eaterpriging Ameri-
can may not obtaln the sucret of the
mupuiaciure and baild up a loeal in-
Jdustry which will successinlly com-
pete wilh the importation of silken
.hread trom Frauce, :
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FOR POTATO PATRIOTS.

The report of u general ehortage in
the potato crop throughout the eountry
is a ppecles of information that exeltes

ao epecial wonder, socustomed us we
are toseelng fluctuatlons In even the
mest reliable products, whereln the
excessive yield or acreage of one ls
invariably accompanied by a reduo-
tion in guantity or ioferiority in gual-
ity of apother. In other words, we
have Jlearnes the gignifleance of
the termis: *wheat years,’’ ‘‘corn
yesrs,’” *f‘cotton years,' ete, €te., and
have come thoroughly to understand
that such desiguation implies the ex-
traordinary success of one crop only at
the acrifioe of one or all of the others.

Without undertaking to say, at this
moment, which particular cereal or
vegetable may claim the honors of
yicld and excetlence for 1893, we are
in a pasitlon to say that the homely,
groveling, earthy, yel at pome times
succulent and at ajl times nuiritious



