
t

THEHE DESERET WEEKLY
truth and liberty

no 8 ISALT LAKE CITY UTAH FEBUARY 9 1895 VOL L

SALVATION FOR THE DEAD

AOisdiscoursecourse delivered inthe tabernacle
saltsall lake I1 mycity sunday

january ath 1895 byAY

ELDER ABRAHAM H CANNON

BY ARTHUR WINTER

I1 desire to be filled with the spirit of
the lord in performing this duty which
has been assigned me this afternoon I1
feel that without this holy spirit my
words will be vain to myself as well as
to the assembled congregation t

just beforedleon coming to meeting this
afternoon a gentleman made inquiry of
imene as to the object of this fine structure
which stands upon the east side of this
aocklock called the temple he supposed
it was a place for public meetings and
though he admired the external appear-
ance of the building I1 interred from his
comments that he thought it was a
waste of means to erect such a building
for the private purposes to which it is
ipanit I1 endeavored to explain to him
someome of the reasons why we built the
temple and why so much means were
expended in making it beautiful we
beliek that there was no offering which
spoor mortals could give to the lord
thatat was too beautiful or too good and

house could mot be too highly embel
aimedbushed which it wwas expected holy per-
sonagesaft es would visit and perhaps the
lord himselfimself would condescend to oc
apyy at some time for this reason

others we have felt to obtain
abc choicest workmen our most skilled

artisansbisanstisans our most talented artists to
within and without that edifice to

anake it a place of beauty those who
itgad the scriptures will remerememberaber how
comeansauchch means and effort were expendedexpenderea

faitheby the wise king solomon in the con
of that temple whose beauty

as it is described to us in the feeble
languageaan biage of man is still a source of

i abcanich great wonderment we who be
lieveaeve in the book of mormon are also

I1 Uinformedformed of the labors of the ancient
veoplepeople of god who dwelt upon this
continent south of us and who subse-
quently occupied portions of this land
Asn the erection of temples to the name
of god to us these Duilguildingding are most
sacred places they are the shrines at
which we bring our offerings of love foror
god and our fellow men particularly
tor our kindred who have died without
ja knowledge of the truth and whose
salvation is measurably at least
dent upon the works of their children

an the flesh we have built temples torfor
tthe purpose of redeeming our dead
performingerforming for them those sacred ordiaordin
amaces which are necessary as the scrip

tures inform us to salvation for we
believe that the gospel which the lord
has revealed in these days and which is
the everlasting gospel contains laws
which it is necessary torfor every creature
to obey tn order to receive celestial
glory

we believe that god has established
in his church a certain order which
must be observed by his children if
they would inherit the glories concern-
ing which the scriptures speak and for
which nearly every human being is
hoping we believe too that there is
but one gospel which is capable of
bringing to the children of men the
highest glory we believe in one faith
one lordlora one baptism though we be-
lieve that there are lords many and
gods many as the ancient apostle said
and that faith operates in various direc-
tions for the benefit of the children of
men it operates upon them in such a
manner as to give unto one the gittgift of
yviswisdomdom unto another the gift otof heal-
ing unto ananotherother the gift of tongues
and to others vatious giltsgifts according to
their capacities and the will of god in
bestowing them we believe that there
is but one baptism that is recognized by
god and yet we say there is also a
baptism by fire as well as of water
which baptism is as essential to the sal-
vation otof the human family as the bap-
tism of water yet all these beliefs of
ours are comprehended in this one
statement otof paul one lord one
faith one baptism

the gospel which we have received
is one which teaches us that allail man-
kind are the children otof god that they
are destined to be saved excepting a
very limited number who positively reject
salvation turn against the light alterafter
they have received it sin away the day
otof grace and place themselves wiwithoutphout
the pale of the redeeming blood of
christ but in saying patthat all men shall
be saved it is not saying that all men
shall receive an equal glory and exalta-
tion in the presence otof god no we
believe that in the dwelling place olof
our father there are many mansions
many degrees of glory suited to the
capacity otof men and aumen and which
will be awarded to them according to
works which they have done in the tieshflesh
and the intents of their hearts to at-
tain the highest glory it is necessary
that men andaad women should possess a
living faith not a laithfaith which james
describes without works and conse-
quently dead I1 leelfeel that it is a pernic-
ious doctrine in some respects which is
taught by the christian world today
thatthai belief on the lord jesus christ re-
gardlessgard less of works or otof obedience to
the commands of god is sufficient I1
say it is pernicious because it too fre-
quently encourages men and women in

works of darkness for the notion pre-
vails in many places that the man who
confesses christ with his lips even
though he be on his deathbed can be
ushered into the presence ot god and
associate with holy beings that he
though suspended between heaven andana
earth can go into the presence of god
and those holy beings who have died
martyrs to the truth when his spirit
leaves its associations in mortality from
whence it was driven because of his
sins therefore I1 say there is much of
evil in this theory of men it is not a
doctrine of god men may turn and
twist certacertainin passages of scripture to
sustain this idea but it will not avail
them true christ told his disciples
to go into all the world preaching the
gospel and those who believed should
be saved and there are many passages
which say that belief on the lord jesus
christ shall redeem mankind of
course this belief is essential to the
salvation oiof the human family faith
is necessary lorfor their exaltation for it
is indeed the first prinprinciplegep le of the ever-
lasting gospel but the man who pos-
sesses faith without works christ has
likened unto the man whoiwho built his
house upon the sand and when the
winds and the storms came that mans
house fell because it was not secure
upon its foundation but the man who
heard what he said and did the works
which were commanded by jesus was
likened unto the man who built his
house upon the rock and notwithstand-
ing the storms that blew about it it
stood because its foundation was secure
I1 believe that thera are many sincere
believers in this doctrine that belief is
all that isis necessary to salvation and
such as there may be of these ppeopleI1 0 I1
who are sincere I1 honor in thear proprofes-
sions

eilo

but I1 believe there are manmanyy min-
isters otof religion who realize that this
doctrine is incorrect and that it is in-
sufficient for the salvational of men
such need repentance such need to
turn unto the lord that they may serve
him and not only save themselves but
become saviors unto others whom they
are placed to guide

whennamana man is afflicted with a dis-
ease he desires his physician to diag-
nose carefully the case and tell him
however painful the truth may be what
is necessary for his deliverance from the
disease with which he is troubled some
physicians are who a disgrace to their
profession will deceive people into the
belief that they be will speedily restored
to health by the ordinary process of
nature when it they were only to tell
the t uth they would say that some
drastic measures were necessary to the
savingsavin of their lives I1 remember read-
ing ON

of a certain physician in the east
who was called in to attend a very rich


