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cleais and jewels wdami I1 have nervel
bao why onlyasky 14
I1 gift in a diamondid neanecklaceklace aad
haditsold it to atitabiga big corset manufacturer who
wanted it for his wife I1 got i for that
necklace and both the lady and myself
made a nice thing off of it while
the young man was saying this how-
ever it happened that a special treas-
ury agent was standing nearby he
inquired as to the smugglers identity
he looked the latter up during the next
few days and reported it to the collec-
tor the manager otof the exchange the
gentleman smuggler received notice to
come to the custom house and before
he left he paid tor that drink and
indiscreet remark which followed it in
the hoffman bar room the detective
of course got his percentage and had
the smuggler not been a man of aromi
cence he might have gone to prison

this man is by no means the first who
has been discovered by the revinue
officers by his boasting every year a
number otof smuggling operations are
discovered by the crimi als being too
free with their confidences both on the
way across the atlantic and after they i

have arrived an instance occurred
not tongbong ago olof a politician from one of
the western states who got a valuable
diamond through without paying and
then sold it lorfor after doing so
he boasted to his fellows about it he
hadanhad an enemy in the crowd and this man

sentent a note to the new york custom
house an inspector was sent outut and
theman was arrested he had to re
ifune and instead of making a fortune
delostbehe lost one diamonds are smuggled
in all sorts of ways they are so small
that they can easily be concealed and it
is not unusual to put them into soap to
have them sunk between the soles olof
the shoes or in the padding of a coat
the treasury officials say instances
are known of men concealing diamonds
landand pearls under porous plasters and
cases have occurred where they have
been put into raw meat andaad fed to dogs
just before landingiding and the dogs thus
brought off with the diamonds inside of
them this last is something similar to a
story which has aust come out concern
ing the smuggling of opium from british
columbia into the united states As
the story gots it is doctedoctoredfied up and fed
to old oxen who are then driven across
the frontier and killed in orderborder to get
the opium out of their stomachs any
one who knows anything as to the hor-
rible taste of opium and of the decided
objection that any sensiblesea sible ox would
have to eating it would regard this story
as decidedly fishy at least it is so re-
garded at the treasury apartment

opium is smuggled however in all
sorts of ways ane business has fallen
onoff some since the reduction of the duty
from 12 to 6 a pound it still goes on
however and great quantities are
shipped into the united states every
year it is estimated that
pounds of the drug are used annually in
the united states and a treasury official
says that more than of our
people have the opium habit in a greater
or less degree there are hundreds of
men and women who use laudanum and
opium who are never suspected and the
opium commission which was sent by
england to india and which has justjuat
made its report states that moderate
opium users attarejust as common inia the
far east as moderate dripdrinkerskers are in41

this country and that one coacan esiteat a

tie opium all his life without becoming
ann opium drunkard at apyany rtrate inhere
Isis a vast consumption of opium in tthe
united sates and it is esestimatedt that at
least pounds of that used are
smuggled across the northern frontier
from british columbia this escapes
the duty and at the old rate it would
represent a loss to uncle sam of i1

a year and at the present duty of
a year the opium is brought in

in the crude state from china or india
and is manufactured at the great facto-
ries along pugetpaget sound into opium for
smoking and medicine the british
own the factories but the chinese I1 am
told do the work it is said that hun-
dreds of thousands of dollars are inves-
ted in the business and fortunes have I1
am told been made by smuggling the
drug into the united states

for many years there was a great
opium ring on the pacific coast the
department knew that it was in opera-
tion but it could not get evidence
against it it was so strong that it bribed
or intimated the agents about two
years ago however sufficient evidence
was collected torfor the demanding otof a
special grand jury at portland and this
grand jury found indictments against
twenty seven persons among whom
were an ex collector of customs and an
ex special agent A few months later
another grand jury found additional in-
dictments and forty persons were
charged by the two juries with conspi-
racy to smuggle opium and chinese la-
borers into the united states As the
matter went on it was found to be even
more serious than nad been suspected
the trials established that in the twelve
months preceding pounds of
opium had been smuggled into portland
alone this should have paid a duty otof

18oooo and it was also shown that the
same ring had during that time smug
aled in i chinese laborers in the
ring were some prominent men of the
states oiof washington and oregon and
of the forty seven of the smugglers
pleaded guilty and three others were
convicted

it is a curious thing that ex custom
househouse officers frequently engage anin
smuggling the ex collector otof this
portland ring was probably tempted by
the money made in the successful smug-
gling of opium which passed under his
eyes while in office to engage in the
same business A similar case occurred
not long ago at puget sound an ex
official had smuggledsmuggleed in a lot of opium
inin cans he was suspected and the
cans were captured and put into a
government warehouse upon being
taken he did not deny having the opium
but said that he hidhad gone into the
scheme in order to detect other smug
lers and that he was still working for
the united states this was not be-
lieved by the inspectors and they kept
a close watch upon him and the opium
it was afterward found that his friends
hadbad bribed the janitor and they were
discovered removing the opium and
putting blocks of wood into the cans
this was found out before the trial
had it not been so the ex officials
would have said that they should open
the cans in court and upon the wood
being discovered the story of his being
a bogus smuggler for the sake 01 his
detective scheme would have seemed
true and he would probably have es-
caped another case ofat a custocustomsmr

becoming corrupt was that otof a

man named gardner who was acting asa
chief inspector m the port Town

when fourur trunks came into
seattle checked to portland the in-
spector at seattle suspected that they
contained opium and he telegraphed
ahead that ahrtheyy should be detained
this man was a subordinate of gard
ners and gardner bearing of this
telegram went on ahead and took
charge of the trunks on the ground
that he was the chief inspector and
had the right tpto do so he took these
trunks back to tacoma and secretly
sold the opium and then reported to
the department that the boxes found in
the trunks had no real opium but only
dummy packages of tar it is estimated
that there was worth of the
drug in the trunk gardner was finally
removed from office he continued his
smuggling in a private capacity and
was eventually arrested and sent to
prison A great deal of opium is brought
in by nearly every laborer
who is smuggled into the united states
brings momoee or less opium and china
men aid the smugglers on this side of
the border opium is sometimes hid
den in the coal of the ships which land
at san francisco and other points along
the coast it is brought in the bottoms
olof trunks and in many other ways

I1 am told that a great many things
are brought into the united states by
naval officers they are classed as
personal t fleets and they are not as a
rule offered by the officials for sale
though such cases have been known
not a long time ago a merchant vessel
was sent by the navy department to
havana to bring back to the
united states some shipwrecked
sailors while there the officers in
charge bought a great lot of cheap
cigars there were so many of them
that they corded them uupp inin a great pile
on the deck and owr this pile they threw
a lot of old sailcloth when the customs
officers appeared and asked them if they
had any dutiable goods on board the
naval officers pointed to this pile and i

said that it contained cigars they
laughed as they did so and the customs
officers thought that they were being
guyed they heldhad never seen

ciascigarsaTs put up in that way and they
papasseded over the stack of sailcloth with
out further examination

liquors have been brought in
ada by naval officers and one of the
revenue marine corps told me once ottoti
an experience which he had at halifax
he had gone into a large liquor store
and the man had offered him some very
cheap cigars and showed him samples
of fine wines liquors and brandbrandiesles
As he tasted them the merchant said
of course you want to load up here-

with scotch whisky and hennesy
brandy you can get the goods here
foror half what they will cost you in the
united states we are doing a big
trade with the navy A number of your
ships have called here and I1 have sold
the officers large orders my friend of
the revenue marine spidsaid that this was
against the law and that he could not
take goods into the united states in
that way the merchant was much
surprised and he had evidently been
doing a large business with the navy

it is not olten that our american
consuls try to rob uncle sam but they
do it now and then some years ago a
united states senator was caught smug-
gling his son was vice consulconsul at one
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