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A BALLOON TRIP FROM CHER-
BOURG TO LONDON.

A young and already celebrated aero-
naut, Mr. F. Lhoste, has twice inthe
t made a trip through the air from
nlogne to England, but these inter-
esting expeditions could have been
successful only through his alternate
utilization of superposed currents.
These circomstances put it into his
head to cross the Eopglish Chaanel,

r

. Beeing that we were leaying London, l
we began to descend, and, despite the
violence of the wind, found it possible |
to stop wichout accident in a beautiful |
meadow on the banks of the river Lee,
We wereat Totenham Station,acharm-
ing village to the northeast of the met-
ropolitan district.—La Nature.

IMPERIALISM.

FRIENDS AND FOES OF BRITISII FED-
ERATION.

There are, [ have reason to balieve,
many persons iln America whe are un-
der Lthe impression thata serious move-
ment for the federation of the British

From Cherbhourgas astartiog point,
through a 8. 5. W. wind, which is oge
that is well established and frequent In
these quarters. He and his traveliog
companion, Mr. J. Mangot, succeeded
in their very first ascent in putting in-
to execation the bold project that they
bad previonsly amnounced. Among

ers for traveling

Empire has already begun, aod that it

i is obtaining wide support hoth in Ebg-

land and her colonies. The talk in-
dulged in by a few public men and the
utterapces of some London papers
might well lead any person ignorant of
the fucts to take this view, MNever was
the imperialist idea more pressed on

the means employed by these explor- | the popular mind., The colonial exhi-
n a balloon over the | bitlon at Kensington,

and the npew

therefore but little heavier than present
lamps, which are geperally about 35
gmnda. it would surely be a mistake

allow that consideration 1o stand in

kittens was discovered almost buried
in the hole, nearly dead, but seveial

hours of patient watching brought it
the way of the adoption of a lamp

.Rundlallhri l}t. slnl;:u that time nr&-
other of the kittens has disa ared,
which offers 80 manr and greatadvan- i
tages, and we shall not 4

and littlsa May is in a quandary whether
hesitate 101". has been buried allve or killed by

waive the objection If the weight were | some of the pranks of her ever-jealous
six pounds, though It would certainly | **Jumbo.'’

be less convenient to carry for firemen

and others who have much walkiog in| Crowsona Spree.—A Chester (Pepn.)
the mine. gentlewan tells an interesting story of
It has been sald that the cost of a|the manperin which & Deleware Cenn-
number of lamps would not exceed |ty farmer got rid of crows, He. was
twenty shillings each, and thal, if man- | greatly troubled the depredations
ufactured in very large quantities, the | of these birds, and all means to drive
cost would be considerably less, them away permatiently having falled,
# Io respect to the consequence of | he tried an originel plan., Taking a
breaking a lamp in gas, there 18 ad-|hall peck or more of corn, he soaked
mittedly a spark exposed at the pre-|Iit thoroughly in  whisky and then
cise moment of breaking the vacoum |8cattered Lhe cereal along thefence of
globe; but this immidiately dies out, | the fleld chiefly visited by the featbered
and electriclans anticipate no daoger |thieves, He soon bad a puwmber of
from It. in even the most explosive at- | crows eating the doctored corn, and as
mosphere. they didn’t fly away bhe went to obaerve
The present lamps way receive many | the effect of the dose., He found
jars and shocks, and even be dropped | every crow gloriously drunk, some
to the ground, without serious ivjury, | lylng over on thely sides,others tolier.
and frequently without putting out the | ing around in & mandlin attempt to fiy.
light; but It is to be doubted wheather | He could have Killed every one ol
toeir future rival, the electric, will be | them, but the amusement created by

#ea, we consider as very important the colonlal institute which the YPrince ol
usz of a float 1or convertiug the bal- | Wales suggests, and which is conse-
loon into a caplive one, and Lthe use of  quently puffed by every dally paper in

equally obliglng, although, 1o this re- | the unusoal scené made him resolve
spect, much may possibly be done by |t awalt the outeome of the drunk,
censtructive modifications. Gradually the biras recovered, and obe
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ception of water holsted up from the
ocean with a pail, since the sun at day-
break tends to canse the balloon to
rise into the higher regions, aod to
make it lose, through c<xpansion, a
ortion of the gas that it contains.
Wilh these several methods of anchor-
ing one’s selfl to the sea and taking
inﬁnllast. it is not impossible to un-
dertake long balloon trips over the
oceap, Messrs. Lhoste and Mangot
have been good enough to give ns a
complete account of their floe voyage,
and we shall allow them 1o do the talk-
iog, but not before offering them all
the congratulations that they merit:
Ou the 29th of July, the wind being
favorable, the inflation of our balloon,
the Torpflleur, was begun at Cher-
bourg, at b o’clock in the evening, and
was finished at 11. The trrsnglng of
paraphernalia took halfan hour. These
comprised (as explained by one of us
at a meeting of the Congress of Learned
Societies on the 20th of April, 1886,
resided over by Mr. Faye) tue follow-
ng: (1) A helix placed under Lhe car,
apd revolved by the aeronsuts; (2) a
triangnlar sail, that started from the
center and extended to a yard 10 feet
in length, fastened horizontally to our
ring; (3) a guide rope, 260 feet ln
length; (4) & cylindro-conical float, 5
feet in length and 8% inches in diame-
ter; (5) s conical reservoirof a capacl-
ty of 85 gallons, and capable of serv-
ing asan anchor; (6) two pails attached
to an endless rape, 525 teet in length;
(7) a sheathing of cork around the car,
to render the latter unsinkable; (8)
ten bags, each containing 44 pounds of
sand; and (9) all the necessary instru-
ments.
At half past 11 we gave the sigunal for
starting, and rose to an altitudeof 1,-
800 feet, which we succeeded In kecg-
ing untfl balf past two o'clock inthe
morning. Scarcely had we left the
roadstead when we saw that the navy
wus making efforts to follow our bal-
loonby means of the Mangin eclectric
light projector.
Despite the skill of the oflicers who
had this important experiment Iin
charge, we bave learned with pleasure
that the rays that swept the heavens
never once met with us. Buach waut
of success of men who are used to
looking for torpeto buais shows how
advantugeous balloons would prove
for approaching a given polnt.
The smount of ballust thrown out
during the first four hoars of our trip

perfectly reguiar. Daring this part of
the voyage, the sky was remarkably
clear around the balloon; butthe hori-
zon on the contrury, was full of b.ack
clouds. The brilllancy of the stars,
us well as their osciliation, was very
remuarkable. The milky way gave
enough light to ullow of the barometer
being read. We were at the end of the
period of from the 26th to the 20ih of
July given by the Amnualre du Bureau
des pgitudes as corresponding to
the occurrence of an abundant flight
of metcors, with centers of emanation
distmbuted over all parts of the celes-
tial glube. In fact, we saw several
uite brilllant shooting stars start
?rom various points ot the firmament.
These sporadic meteors were white
and thelr mean brilliancy was that ol
stars of the second magpitude. We
saw seven of them. The last, toward
2 o'clock 1n the morning, was Lhe most
brilliant of all. It left a luminous
train, from which seemed to
several brilllamt points, as would do
the various fragmeats of a siogle
srhere falling . to the surface of the
globe. This fire ball remained in sight
for at least four seconds, and must
have droRped over the ocean, 8o that
there Is little chance of its fragments
baving been collected. But the light
was observed by a few navigators. In
addition to these apparitions, wea scer-
tained the presence of a radiant cor-
respondicg to the star DBeta of the
Swan, which was situated upon the
}Imit of the zome covered by our bal-
oon.
A large number of stars emanated
from this center, and in an irregular
manner. The phenomens lasted for a
quarter of an hour. These stars were
seen with difficulty, so that it was al-
most imposeible to get atthe numb:r
of them. Some of them shot forth at
the same moment, and We sawW seven
or elght simultaneously.
We did not see Venus until more
than an hoor after she bad risen. The
aurora was very Intense, but the
brightness of the coming day worked
po prejudice to the effect produced by
the planet. Her aspect was truly ad-
mirable. Her brilliancy was compara-
ble to that of an electric beacon, and
much exceeded that of the Isle of
Wight,

Well knowltag that the appearance of
daylight would give us a dangerous 1n-
crease of ascersional force, we ma-
nenvered from half past 8 o’clock in
the morning to circumvent the sun’s
influence. Forthe purpose of getting
to the ;surface of the sea, we set the
helix in motion. Despite the Incon-
venlence of operating it, the balloon
was brought within 106 feet of the
waves wiithout the loss of the least
amount ol gas.

The float was at once let down to the
surface, and as soon as it filled with
water, through the orifices with which
it was provided, the tension that it ex-
jerted u
neuvering easler., 80 we took advan-

to set our sail.

t was then that, to our great satis-
faction,we saw that we were approach-
ingmhho! Wight with a velocity of
nine knots an hour. The resistance of
the fioat had made us lose a notable
portlo:t-a of our > and for the piu-
pose of making up and obtaln

a lateral direction, w: o:‘t
sall. The latter at once belied, thus
proving that it was acting des its
d ns, which were s @-
ly to the perpendicular section of the
halloon, We scon ived thatthe
heat of theapproach day was pro-
inflation that
ng its walm
pping over

a cone anchor, permitliug of the re- | London, are simply schemes for adver-

' tising the emplire and sowl broad-

| cast the imperigl idea. The rich colon-
ial parvennes who bave swarmed in
L.ondon this year, and wbo have been
fawned upon and flattered by'“society,”’
have all talked big about the emplie,
and have tried their best to make peo-
ple in London believe that the colunies
are bursting with loyalty to Euvgland,
and are longing to send members to
add to the existing confusion at West-
minster. When Mr. Froude'sinterest-
ing butimost inaccurate "*Oceana’ came
out, & cheap edition was Immediately
published, with the sole object of pro
pagating the imperialist notions of
which it I8 the exponent.

Americans may well believe that there
is really something in all thie, and that
a brand new imperial constitution may
be looked for some flne mornlog, es-
pecially with the ﬁalishurf Miaistry in
office. Baut there is no delusion of our
time that Is grosser than thisa. It has
not a particle of foundation in fact.
The coionles are mostly inhabited by
shrewd men, and while many of them
may have some sentimental atiachment
to England, the majority wild keep up
the political connection with her just
80 long as they feel it will serve their
purpose and not a d.ﬁ longer. This,
the conclusion at which 1 had already
arrived, was confirmed by a long con-
versation I had to-day with Mr. Jonn
Norton, ol S5ydney, lasbor delegate tor
the trades societies of Australasia,who
Is now in Eogland on an important
mission connected with the labor in-
terests of the South Pacific. Mr. Nor
ton is a nard - headed and well informed
young man of about 30, an Eoglishman
by birth, and formerly connected with
the press of England, but now proud
of his Australian nationality, ana con-
fident as tc Australia’s future. He has
already spoken at Lthe recent Trade
Union Congress In Paris; he will have
an interview with the Colonisl Secre-
tary in London, and he proposes to
speak at the varions workmen'’s and
radical clubs in London. As he Is the
genulnely elected delegate of 200,000
workingmen in Australasia, bis views
are of importance.

‘*Is ther: uny real interest taken iu
imperial federation?" I asked Mr. Nor-
ion.

**None, whateyer,' be replied. ** I'he

English public are deluded by the rich
colonial" prople who are flourishlog
about lu London this year, and who no

more represent our people thao a few

was 130 pounds, our route remainiog | landlords or stock-brokers represent

the English masses. These péople are
mostly wealthy snobs, who have made
a lot of money in Australia, and who
want to get into *society’ ln London.
The agents general and the persons

who dive wilb the Lord Mayor and at

the Colonlal Institute are mostly of
this class. The ldea of federation is
utterly foreiga to the thought of our
people in Aosftralia, and is scarcely
ever mentloned there. We are golng
to federate among ourselves, and lm-
mediately we gel an Australianfederal-
ism, that will put an end forever to
these dreams ol imperial federation of
which one never hears anythiog excepl
in certain circles in Eogland. So far
from being desirous of-¢loser connec-
tion with England we'wish to have less
and less connection.”

“*Why is this? Is not the assistance
of the English Navy of great value to
you?ii

**Our only chance of being embroiled

start | in apy quarrel is throogh the English

connection., We don’t believe that in
the event of any great war, Encland
could or would protect our vast coast.
The French Navy 18 prelty nearly as
strong as that of England; and if Eng-
land were at war with France shie would
need all her resources to meet her
enemy withoot undertaking our de-
fense. The way England has acted
both in the New Guineca and the New
Hebrides affairs, shows that gshe can
not defend us. She will compromise
our rights (If indeed she has not done
80 already) with France in the New
Hebrides in order to stave off any
quarrel with France in Erypt."

**Is this the view taken in Australia?”

“It is the view held almost univer-
ull;vthere."

‘“You think, then, that the English
connection is not realiy of much use?*’

‘““We do. England is too heavily pur-
dened, and can not do much for us;
nor do we wish, in view of the coming
struggles which we foresee, to run the
:}aks:nulled by the Ebpglish connec-

on.

‘““What, then, is your pollcy?"

“We want, first, to get free trade
throughout Aunralasqa: second,
Lo protect our manufacturin in-
terests against England and France;
tblrdif, to establish a federated Auns-
tralasian republic. In short, our policy
is that of the United States. We want
a Moaroe ine for the Pacific, as
the Americans have for their continent;
we wan! a strong federation like theirs,
and we want to develop our manufac-
tures as they have done.”

‘“T'his seewns & rational gollc +but it
Is very different from the ideas ex-
pressed by Mr. Froude.” :

“Froude’s book is & most misleadin
and antruthful one, and is so regarde
by our people. He represents every
one in Australia as happy and prosper
ous, whereas there is poverty there as
there is in England, though, of course
small in volume, T

he Sydney municl-

n its cable rendered the ma- | pality Is feeding hundreds of starvi

men every day. Aad this brings me,

orton, to another point bear-

sald Mr.
ing most closely on my mission to Eng-

land. I have to tell your phiianthre-
plsts that we are mot going to have

your starving people s2nt out to Aus-
tralia to drive dozn wages aad to pau-

perize what tto be a pros

country. And I am going to tell' work-
men the facts of the situation, and arge
them no¢ to come. If they do come,
they will simply be sent back. We are

not going to help solve E P -
hnﬁlnlfcr.” . AR peoh

“You know, of course, that if the
working stop at home, it will
increase of revolution in
l:“ land?"’

ery likely. I nete the wth of

The heatof the portable electric lamp
is quite inconsiderable, and to hold it
slantor to splash it with water will in
no way damage it. These are valuable
features, and there many others. lts
light will nelther affect nor be affected
by the purity of the surroundiong alr,
and it must very much locrease the
comiort and healtn of miners to re-
move from a large mine geveral hund-
reds of the present lamp8, which burn-
ing{ not only & large quantity of oll
dally, tut many of them also bu.ning a
quantity of ire damp, though they giv-
iog less light rather than more, have
an effect on the atmosphere which may
not be noticeable with a thermometer
or & chemlist's appilances, but that
much reduces the comfort and bealth
of the miners, and would be gladly dis-
pensed with by men workivg in hot
places.

The electric lamp has also all the ad-
vantages which sattach to a superior
light. Nearly every kind of work may
with it be more cificlently performed,
especially the cleaning of the coal he-
fore loading. The dangers of hapzing
roofs and sidesfare brought into promi-
nence,and thus great advances are
made in both pafely and economy.

It must be sald {or the preseat lamps
that their light gives warniog of tue
presence, In dangerous quantities, of
noxieus xases, and thua wards off a
possibllity of suffocation; and that
when the existing chief security for
pure air is removed, the maintenance
of an adequate ventilation may be
neglected, and injury to health caused
thereby to the miners. But though a
very convincihg witness of Impure air
be then silenced, janother will remain,
for happily the fire damp of mines is
usually accompanied by & smell which
the practiced miner can readily distin-
guisin. And, further, it must be con-
ceded that if it is thougnt necessary to
retain in & wine a few *‘safety lamps''
1o the hands of the firemen, the chance
of an explosion emanating from a
safety lamp will be lessened in at least
the same proportion as the number of
such lamps. But for our part, we
would go to the full extent, and not re-
tain one of the preseot lamps except
Bs yas indicators fo: us in snor firing,
and then only failing the practicanllity
of other indicators.

We believe the adoption of electric
Jamps will not give rise to neglect of
ventilation, but quite the reverse, for,
a8 we have suggested, the nu:esuitr of
limiting the maximom velocity of the
air currents will be removed,and in the
majority of large mines very large alr
rosds have been formed, and oniy an
increased water gauge will be nveded
to circulate a much larger ventllation.
This may well be the pext step in the
onward march of the mining art.

Let us see, then, the picture which
is conjured up by these thoughts {or
the morrow.Z A mine most brightly
fllumipnated, which bas not the odorof
burning oil, which has no lamp sta-
tions, no lamp keys,no cantion boards,
but with an increas=d ventilation and
higher alr velocities, which imply no
dauger, but cause & puorer and cooler
atmosplere, and are the result of
more powerful ventilatlng machinery
without outlay on the already large
alrways. To complele the pleasant
prospect, oné thing I8 needed, Lhe
veconomical substitute for present ex-
plosives, which shall without
danger in the midst of coal dust or fire
damp. Tne causes which lead to
devastating explosions and the whole-
sale slaughter of the workers will then,
we may hope, be altogether overcome,
and each man will lfeel rellef from the
incubus which now ever threatens him,
and will know that his safety depends
much more than formeriy on his own
watchfulness. The chlef agencles

one man may now jeopardize hund-
reds of lives will thea be in great meas-
ure ceunteracted.

—_—— e e -

THE LANGUAGE OF THE
TRAIN.

To sit on one seat and puot your feet
ou another signifies, *'I am pot sccus-
tomed to upholstered furmitore at
home.'" To occupy four seats on one
ticket means, ‘'l am a bheg." To lean
halfway out of the window in order to
see the country means, **There are no
glazed windows in my house.” To
tarn a froot seat and ride backward,
staring the whole car In the face
means, *'[ may not be pretty, butl
think I am.” To expectorate on the
car-floor mreans, ‘'l have no carpets at
home.'”” To say of the station that you
**‘cannot see the town for houses,
siguifies, "I have never been anywhere
before.'”” To drink all the water in the
tank and go to sleep at eight o’clock in
the moruning means, “1 was out with
the boys last night."”” To be bounced
off the train meanps, “‘I"'m dead broke.”
To chase your ¢hildren away from your
own seat to be entertalned by the
other passengers signities, **[ cannot
afford to keep a nurse.”” To talk so
loud that the whole car can't hel
hurlng‘you signifies, “I am telling
I know.” To bore a reluctant strauger
with your conversation signifies that
{‘on ought to be takem out and shot,

o eat your dimner with both hands
means that you would eat like a gen-
tleman if the rallroad company gave

ou 'ime. To whistle in the car signi-

es that you have no ear for mausic.
To drum on the window with your
fingers shows that you do mot know
how to dram. To walk through the
car with a lighted cigar ln your mouth
indicates that it is your first cigar. To
do any or all of these thl:glzu!t when
yon feel like It, signifies tha Lou are
away from home;are golng to enjoy

oursell In your own way and you

n't care wio knows it." To berun
s o (e sl chiier T

on rm seem
ﬁol:: m :u'.’ wc:’r.” Tc; ;ohll:tot.ha
restaurant and come ow 1
et 2 St St
8 am & n ut am
chlvln lé

through whichia slight flaw at some
point or the gross carelessness of some

by one flow uosteadily away. They
scemed to realize that they were viu-
timized, and during the remainder of
the geason that farmer was pot
troubled with any depredations by
Crows.

A Monster Lizard, —John Horshelm,
a citizen of Madison, lowa, gecently
found an animal Fesgmbling a llzara,
about fifty feet from his resldence in
Green Garden Irecioct [t is about
three feet lo length hall of which is
tail. It bas four legs aboat six inches
long, & bead Jarger than its body aod
bright, protrudiog eyes. It is of &
brown color, covered with large yellow
spots and is very stupld and slow o its
movements,

A Pigeon's Long Flight. — Michael
Fretsmuth, of Wheellng, W. Va., late-
ly started two homing pigeons for
Wichita, Kan., to test their qualities.
One of them arrived in fifty-four hours
and four minutes after thelr release.
The distance ls 1,900 miles. The actual
fiyilng time is shought to have been
twenty-four hours, the birds making
fifty-nine miles ap hour aor the wing.
The record is one of the best ever
made, A ?od deal of mn&ey changed
hands on the result, Thoe bird is a year
and a half old, sand haifl Kuglish and
hall Belgian stock. ©pe huodred dol-
lars has been refuged for her.

An Elephant on the Rampage.—An
elephant attached to a clrcus, which
had just concluded an ¢ngageipent in
San Franclsco, *‘cut up some gqueer old
shines’ the other day while belng con-
veyed across the bay. Atter smiashing
a door, the anlmal turped Its attention
to a deckhand, wiom it knocked into
the hold of the vessel. The bar-room
was next visited, and after mixing
drinks, bottles, furniture, etc., break-
ing the legs and several ribs of the
assistant keeper dnd slightly Injuring
another, the Infurlated beast was
chained. Twelve hundred dollars w.ll
about cover the damage done.

The Muskrat as 8 Weather-Guesser,
—The drouth still centinues In New
Jers€y. All the retall ice dealers have
sold iheir mtocks ‘in this part of our
State, and they are now buying from
the East by the car-losd to supply their
customers. Bome gentleman, writing
from Pike County, Pa., says: *‘The
muskrats are bullding very Iarge
houses, and he says that {s an Indica-
tion ot’ very cold weather. The rats
do not build houses slmply to protect
themselves 1rom the cord. buat for the
double purpose of protection agulost
cold und water, &avd whenever Lthere
are floods approaching, the rata will
build a second story on top of the firat,
leaviog a small bgle ia the center
tbhrough which they go up when the
water rises. My attention was caled
to this fact several years ago by one of
our Judges, wbo llves uear a large
meadow. In February, 1881, the rats
went hastily to work dond bullt another
alor; on thelir bouses, and In about ona
week Lhe whole Valley wag flooded.
Thelr instinct is more reliable than all
the scientific Justraments ln use, and I
feel conlident that the farmers through-
out your State, would do a wise thing
to repalr cvery dam and open Lbe
ditches, fer there Burely will be tloods
during the next two weeks." ,

Tales About Turtles.--A correspond -
ent writes from Alexandria, Mo.: *
flock of blackbirds collected at the
vdge of the large pond where | was
fishiog, one day re¢ently. There were
several hundred of them, and such a
fluttering and mixing of volces as those
happy beings made! SBome of the birds
weuld wa:;-.h?ut Intol‘;e&enl lIinclu-- of
Wwa'er, an ey wou and plunge
and dive 1n ura,;t Olllntm?a style. de-‘-
denly the flock arose and flew away,
wilh the exception of one. This bird
was in the shallow water about ten
inches from the shore, and it tried to
fly away with its companions, but eould
not do so, being held by one foot, 1
went across the pond, having & suspi-
clon that some trescherodh reptile was
the cause of the trouble. Golog to the
bird and examining the source of dan-
ger, I found a lquu-llud soapping-
turtle mmplugy hidden in the soft
mad. Inits il Jaws'it held the foot
of the poor Bird, which would have
soon been destroyed. I Look the Lurtle
out on land and released the bird. The
tartle was In for a conflict, as It be-
longed to the wtgplng variety.

‘“This country has had from May9,
to September 15, the greatest drouth
since the settlement of Northeast Mis-
sourl. The earth has not been thor-
oughly soaked within the recent six
montbhs. After one ol the Jate slight,
showers 1 found A Isnd turtle, which
was helpless and ugabls to move. The.
sticky earth had collected In a round
MASs m:n @ fronl part of the turtle’s
lower shell, and ha{l dried and become
solid. The peocmmulation of earth had
continued long as the feet of the
turtle could reach the und. The
two inches of dry and firm soll, ren-
dered further Vﬁ'mﬂ impossible. I
removed tlhie hindranoe, anod the turtle
ment on its way with renewed energy."
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