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LOOKING BACK

fow oftenaften when the heart is sad and lonelonelyy
broadoad memory returns to other days

A health and wealth and youth had redfled
breverbrever

the stream of times eternal maze

BOW dear the retrospection is to mortals
who view alongdidong unbroken chain of years

with virtue not a blot to sully
dr stir the lowly penitent to tears

sawhow nany men can turntern the pages over
ofK lifes long way without a pang of dread

that someme forgotten sin willwilI1 be uncovered
andnd conscience be from the dead

nowhow malky dare to say with head uplifted
141I never yet have caused a moments nainthain

td friend or loe aliah few indeed the num

ber
lifes history is I1 a sad refrain

J BOOTH

DISCOURSE
teUvered by Prepresidentadent georgegeirge Q

cannon cdai ogden weber stake
sunday morning

july 21 1889

affia very pleased to have the op
anity of meeting with you0 U to-

shy couein your quarterly conferencerence
OWE trust that while we shall be
99anothertether we shall have the presence
nd the assistance of the spirit of

agwugod thatteat thisth meeting and all the
meetings that shall be held may
vve profitable unto us our ex-
periencepweperi ilesence hmhas taught us that the plan
devised by our father for the in
attraction of his children is the one
trtat ia best adapted to attain the findend
which tois designed the lord has

us to ponder upon his
wordord and when we arise ahn
watt his peopledeop I1e to rely upon Is

bring forthforte from the
e of knowledge that he

aly openeded to us the counsel and
F which shall be suited to

of those who are
we are commanded to

aa6 t to the direction of the
strife when we arise to speak

ir wie speak as we should do it is
hott we who speakk but it is the

L of godclod which speaks through
beooByjr0Oo0 thib account the elders of
the burch do not at least as a
fate F iejpare themselves beforehand
twite aher writtenaten or memorized

if they were to do so
departlepart raam the order of

heaven and would prove utter
failures there is scarcely an el-
der probably who has traveled for
any length of time who has not at
some titimeme or other tbthoughtought well
now when I1 attend this meeting I1
will preach on a certain subject
and he has perhaps made some at-
tempt to get something framed in
his mind that he would like to say
but I1 have not met an elder yet
who did any such thing who has
not confessed that when he at-
tempted to speak to the people in
this way the result was a failure
it is right that it should be so be-
cause who knows the hearts of those
who are here today what man can
arise here with a prepared discourse
to deliver to this congregation and
at the same time give to them the
bread that they may need to feefeedd
their souls on this occasion the
bread of life it requires the kknowl-
edge

now
of god to penetrate the hearts

of the children of men and know
their secret thoughts and their
varied wants therethe re may be some
souls come here this morning
hungering for comfort and for in-
structionst upon some particular polpointnt
and iffunlessiless that soul is fed by the
influence and power off the spirit of
god it is likely to go away dissatis-
fied therefore it is our duty when
we come together as we now do to
offer from our hearts prayer to
god that he will give unto us his
holy spirit to guide the speaker
and to prepare the hearts otof the
hearersbearers to receive the word as it
shall be spoken if we meet in this
spirit that which we hearbear becomes
the word of god and Is profitable to
all who listen

our situation always has been
such that we have stood in constant
need of the counsel of heaven our
circumstances have been of such a
peculiar dharcharacteracter that we have
needed to be sustained and to be in-
structedted of the lord no other
people in our day have been similar-
ly situated to us no other people
have had the difficulties to contend
with that we have had to meet on
this account we have needed day
by day and it may be said minute
by minute the guidance of our
father in heaverff look at our
situation today and what is there
but the power of god that could
sustain us and that would comfort
our hearts and cause us to feel

strong in our religion and in the an-
ticipation of the fulfilmentfulfillment of the
word of god concerning the work
with we are identified
looking at the work from a human
standpoint without being enlight-
ened by the spirit of god and with-
out faith in god the conclusion
would be that the story of mor-
monism as it is called would soon
be told that its history would soon
be written and that its future was
not one that could inspire hope
that in fact its death knell it might
be said was ringing this doubt-
less is the general opinion concern-
ing us and our religion in these
days

we came to these mountains and
for many years we were here
secluded from contact with sur-
roundingroun dlug peoples long stretches
of unsettled wilderness extended
between our settlements and other
settlements we were only within
reach by long months of travel
during those days of seclusion
utah was left comparatively speak-
ing to itself there was very little
to be seen inside of utah that waiwas
opposed to the system of religion
which the people believed in or
that could show any particular
enmity to the people themselves
we lived in this way for many
years and the idea had almost
grown up in the heartshearte of a great
many that this was to be our future
condition that we had separated
ourselves from the world and that
we should grow audand increase until
we should become a mighty power
in these mountains and that nothing
could be permitted to interfere with
outgrowthour growth but had we reflected
upon it we might have known and
no doubt many did know that
it was impossible for a people posaposses-
sing the characteristics that we dotodo to
keekeep secluded we could not be
eidsenhidden in spite of all the obstacles
that we naturally had to contecontendlad
with the qualities that we possessed
had the effect to push us to the
front and to make us an object of
curiosity and note travelers
viewed us with great interestsinterest and
books of various kinds were written
describing our situation and sur-
roundingsroun dings and attempting to de-
scribe our characterete r in ththee prov-
idence of god also we were led to
occupy a place onthe continent that
of itself was naturally attractattractiveivel


