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UBLICATION

LOOKING BACK.

How often,when the heart is sad and lonely,
Fond memory returns to other days,
Ere health and weallh and youth had fled
forever
Adown Lhe stream of time's oternal maze.

How dear the retrospection is to morials
Who view 2loug unbroken chain of years
Replete with virtue, not a blet to sally;
Or stir the lowly penitent to tears.

How mmany men can tern the pages over
Of life's long way,without a pung of droad,
That some forgoeticn s1n will be uncovered,
And conscience be nprisen (rom the dead.

How many dare te aay, wilh head gplifted,

1 never yet have enuded o momenl’s nain
To friend or I1oe. Ah! fow indeed the nom

ber;

Life's matory is, I ween, a sad refrain,

J. BOOTH WALBII.
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DISCOURSE
Delivered by President Gewrge Q.
Cannon, at Ogden, (Weber Stake
Conference). Sunday Morning,

July 21, 1989,

I am very pleased to have the op-
portunity of meeting with you to-
day in your Quarteily Conference,
and I trust thal while we shall be
together we shall have the presence
and the assistance of the Spivit of
Glod, that this meeting and nl! the
meetings that shall be held may
prove profitable unto us. Our ex-
perienee has taught us that the plan
devised by our Father, for the in-
gtruction of his children. ia the one
that ia best adapted to attain the end
which s designed. The Lord has
commanded us to ponder upon Hia
word, and when we arise te=in-
struct His people, to rely upon Hia

Bpirit to bring forth from the trens-|

ure house of knowledge that He
has opened to us the counsel and
instruetion which shall be suited to
the circumstances of those who are
addressed, We are commanded to
be subject to the direction of the
Holy Bpirit when we arise to speak;
for if we speak as we should do, it is
not we who speak, but it is the
Hpirit of God which speaks through
ua. On this account, the JElders of
the Church do not, at lcast as a
rule, prepare themselves beforehand
with either written or memorized
sermons, for if they were to do so,
they would depart from the order of
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heaven, and would prove utterl
| failures. There is scarcely an EI-
der, probably, who has traveled for
any length of time, who has not, at
some time or other, thought, “Wel;,
now, when I attend this meeting [
will preach on a certain subject,”’
and he has, perhaps, made some nt-
tempt to get somncthing framed in
his mind that he would like to say;
but I have not met an Elder yet,
who did any such thing, who has
not confessed that when he at-
tempted to speak to the people in
this way the result was a failure.
It is right that it should be so; he-
ecause who knows the lieartsof those
who are here today? What man can
arise here with a prepared discourse
to deliver to this congregation and
at the same time give to them the
bread that they may peed to feed
their souls on this ocecasion-—the
bread of life. Itrequiresthe knowl-
edge of God to penetrate the hearts
of the children of men and know
their seeret  thoughts and  their
varied wants. There may be some
souls come "here this morning
bungering for comfort and for im-
struction upon some patticular point,
and unless that soul is fed by the
influence and power of the Spirit of
God, it is likely to go away dissatis-
fied. Therefoit, it ia our duty, when
we come together as we now do, fo
offer from our hearts prayer to
God, that He will give unto us His
Holy Spirit, to guide thie spenker
and to prepare the hearts ot the
hearers to receive the word as it
shall be spoken. I we meet in thia
spirit, that which we hear becoines
the word of God anud 18 profitable to
all who listen.

Our situation alwaya has Leen
such that we have stood in constant
need of the counsel of heaven. Our
circumstances hinve been of such a
peculiar character that we have
| needed to be sustained and to be in-
|structed of the Lord. No other
| people in our day have been similar-
{ ly situated to us. No other people
have had the difficulties to contend
with that we have had to mect. On
this account we have needed, day
by day, and, it may be said, minute
by minute, the guidance of our
Father in heaver” Look at our
situation today, and what is there
but the power of Guod that could
sustain us, and that would comfort
onr hearts and cause us to feel|
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strong in our religion and in the an-
ticipaiion of the fulfilment of the
word of God concerning the work
with whith we are identified?
Liooking at the work fiom a human
standpoint, without being enlight-
ened by the Spirit of Ged and with-
out faith in God, the conclusion
would be that the story of ‘Mor-
monism, ** aa it is called, would sgon
be told, that its history would scon
be written, and that its future was
not one that could inspire hope—
that, in fact, its death-knell, it might
be said, was ringing. This doubt-

less, is the general opinioli conecern-
ing ua and our religion in thesc
days.

We came to these mountains and
for many yenrs we were here
secluded from contact with sur.
rounding peoples. Long stretchee
of unsettled wilderness extended
between our settlements and other
gettlements. We were only within
reach by loug months of fravel,
During those daya of seclusion
Utah was left, comparatively speak-
ing, to itsell. There was very little
to be seen inside of Utah that was
opposad to the aystem of religion
which the people believed in, or
that could show any patticular
enmity to the people themselves.
Welived in this way for many
years, and the iden had almost
grown up in the hearts of n great
many that this was to be our future
condition, that we had separated
purselvea from the werld, and that
wea should grow and increase until
we should become a mighty power
in these mountains, and that nothing
could be permitted to interfere with
our growth. But hal we reflected
upon it we might have known—and
no doubt many did know—that
it was impossible for a people posses-
sing the characteristles that we do io
keep secluded. We could not be
hidden, In spite of all the obstacles
that we naturally had to contend
with, the qualities that we possessed
had the effect to push us to the

| front, and to make.us an_object of

curtosity and mnote. Travelers
viewed us with great interest, and
books of various kinds were written
describing our situation and sur-
roundings and attempting to de-
scribe our character. 1o the prov-
idence of God, also, we were led to
occupy o place on the continent that,
of iteelf, was naturaily attractive,



