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to the senate and house of repre-
sentativessentatives

notwithstanding the adalid burdena
rendered necessary by the war our
people rejoice in a very satisfactory
and steadily degrepe of prars s
verity evidenced by the largest
of business ever ewry manuJ facture has been productive agricul-
ture pursuits have yielded aln dant re-
turns labor in the holds of industry is
better rewarded revenue legislation
vasopassed by the pre tint congress has in-
creased the receipts to nihe
amoldamountrit estimated hyby its authorities the
finances of the government abc boenbeen
successfully administered and its t

advanced to the first rank while its
currency has been maintmainmaintainstainiaindd at the
worlds highest standard stary ser-
vice under a comann ilagna dind torfor r
righteous cause has strengthened the
national spirit indnd servedserve i tota cement
more closely than ever the fraternal
bonds between every section of the
countryaoun try A review of the relation of the
united states to other powers always
appropriate is this year of primary im-
portance in view of the momentous
issues which havebave arisen demanding in
one instance the ultimate determination
by arms and involving far reaching

which will require the
earnest attention of the congress

jt DUTY TOWARD SPAIN
in my last annual message veryver full

consideration was given to the question
of the duty of the government of the
united states toward spain and the
cuban insurrection as being by tarfar the
most important problem with which we
were called upon to deal the con-
siderationssiderations then advanced and the ex-
position of the views therein expressed
disclosed my sense of the extreme grav-
ity of the situation setting aside as
logically unfounded or practically nadanad

the recognition of the cuban
insurgents as belligerents the lecog

ta of the independence of cuba neu-
s

heU
1 aral intervention to end the war by im

posing a rational between
the contestantsts intervention in favor of
one or the other party and the forcible
annexation of the island I1 concluded it
was honestly due to our friendly rela-
tions spain that ahe should be

aven a reasonable chance to realize her
expectations of reform to which sheehe had
become irrevocably committed within
sla few weeks previous she had an

r bounced comprehensive plansplana which it
waaw confidently asserted would be effina
clous to remedy the evils 0aoo deeply af
jecfeelingting our own country so injurious
toao the true interests of the mother coun-
try as well as those of cuba and so
repugnant to the universal sentiment of
humanity

the ensuing months broughtbroughm little
sign of real progress toward the
cation of cuba the autonomous ad-

iministration set up in the capital and
some of the principal cities appeared
not to gain the favor of the inhabitants
nor to be able to extend their influence
to the large extent of territory held by

the insurgents while the military armarin
obviously unable to cope with the hilll
active rebellion continued many of the
most objectionable and offensive princles

rotof the government that had preceded it
anono tangible relief was affoaffordededed the vast
A umbers of unhappy reconcen trades

despite the reiterated professions made
I1 in that regard and the amount ampro

prialted by spain to that nd th prof-
fered expedient of zonaszonas otof cultivation
proved illusory indeed no lessleas prac-
tical nor more delusive promisespromlies of suc-
cor could well have been tendered to0
the exhausted and people
stripped of all that made lifealf and home
dear and herded in a strange region

araos strangerstra nW hardly
less

STARVING
by the end of december

ty among them had frightfrightfullykully in-
creased conservative estimates from
spanish sources placed the deaths
among these distressed people at over
40 per cent from the time gen wey
lers decreeddecree of reconcentrades vas en-
forced with the acquiescence of span-
ish thorliesauthoram lUes a scheme was adopted
for relief by charitable contributions
raised in this country and dributed
under theth odtheof the consul gener-
al and the several consuls by noble and
earnest individual effort through he or-
ganized agencies of the amera red
cross

thousands of liveslive were thus saved
but many thousands more were inac-
cessiblecessible to such form of aid

the war continued on the old footing
without comprehensive plan ddeveloping
only the same spasmodic encounters
barren of strategic result that had
marked the course otof the earlier ten
years of rebellion as well as the present
insurrection from its start no alterna-
tive save physical at eith-
er combatant and therewith il tae prac-
tical ruin of the island lay in sight but
how far distant no one could ventureventure
to conjecture
destruction OF TFTHEae MAMAINEINE
at this juncture on the of

february last occurred the
of the maine

while rightfully lying in the harbor of
havana on a mission of international
co and goodwillgood will a catastrophe
the suspicioussu nature and hommr of
which stirred the natt ions heart pro-
foundlyfo if isia a0 strikingdrig evidence of
the poise and sturdy good sense dis-
tinguishing our national character that
thisthia shocking blow flailingfalling upon a gen-
erous people already deeply touched
by preceding events inhi cuba did nat
move them tobo desperate resolve to tol-
erate no longer the existence of a con-
dition of danger and disorder at our
doors that made possible such a deed
by whomsoever wrought yet the in-
stinct of justiceju artice prevailed and the na-
tion anxiously avralawaitedted the result of
the searching investigation at once set
on foot the finding of the naval board
of inquiry established that the origin
of the explosion waswaw evexternal byy a
submarine mine and only halted
through lack of positive to
fix the responsibility of its authorship

all those things carried conviction
to the most thoughtful even before
the finding of the naval court that a
crisis in our rerelala LOlionsns with spain and
toward cuba were at hand so strong
wasws this belief thattha it needed butbirt a
brief executive suggestion to the con-
gress to receive immediate answer to
the ditty of making instant provision
for the possible and perhaps speedily
probeprobable emergency of war and the
remarkable almost unique spectacle
was presented of a vote of
both houses on the ath of march ap-
propriating affy maltion dollarsdiOU ars for the
national defense and for each and every
purpose connected therewith to be
expended at the discretion of the pres
idenie apH

NOT READY FOR WAR
that this act of provA slon camscame none

too00 soon was disclosed when the ap-
plication of the fund waswaa undertaken
our forts were undefended
our navy needed large for
increased ammunition and
bvmev numbers to cope with any sudden
attackatt ack frombom the of which
comprised meders vediseft of the ewh
est cypepe of pelf our
army also required t ot nn
and the otof khetarthe r
ried fat t conkin
sway is told in themth repots of the

ocre of worwar suiand of the vy aadi
need not be repeated here jetX la aw

to say that the outbreak of war
when ft did come found our nation not
unprepared to meet the conflict

nor was the apprehension otof coming
strife confined to our own councountryitry it
was felt by the contingent powers
which on spirl ath through their am-
bassadorsbass adors and envoys edaddresseddressed to the
executive an expression of hohopepe thathat
hurnahumanitynUy and moderation might mark
the course of this government ind peo-
ple and that further negotiations would
lead tolo an attempt which while secur-
ing the maintenance of peace would
affirm allajl necessary guarantees torfor the
re of order in cuba in
spendingrespondingre nl tobo that presentpresentationatlon I1 also
sharesshared the hope that the envoyselvo had
expressed that peace might bitebe pre-
served in a mamannerinner to terminate the
chromic condition of in
cuba soco injurious and menacing to our
interests and tranquilitytranquil ity as awell as
shocking to our sentiments of humani-
ty and while appreciating ithe humani-
tarian ami disinterested character of
the communication they had adopted
on behalf of the powers it had stated
the of this government on
ats pant that equal appreciation would
be shown torfor its earnest and flah
endeavors to duallfulfil a duty of humani-
ty by ending a the indefinite
prolongation of which had become in-
sufferable

recognition OF CUBAcula
SWI animated by the hope oidf a peace-

ful solution ami obeying the diotditalbeatakes off
duty no effort was relaxed to bring
about a speedy ending of the cubala

negotiations to this effect
continued actively sun the geawdeverrverrversi
ment of spain looking to the
conclusion of a six months armistice
unfai cuba with a view to effect the beoo

of her peoples right to indepen-
dence besides this the instant rew
catloncation of the order of
was asked so that the sufferersievers ret
ing to their homes and aided by writandt
ed american and spanish effort might
be put in a way to support therristhemselvesdIt
and by orderly resumption of the well
nigh destroyed productive energieseergle of
the island contribute to the restorationatlon
of itsita and well being NaeaoMtaaAlone continued for some little time
at madvid resultre tog in octrabottera by ttetift
spanish government which couta at
but be regarded as litit wsw
PrOPproposedteed to coneda the
peace to the insular P 4 ela yet
to be convened under the
decrees of novemberNovemiber 1897 but without
impairment an any wise of the
tutlonalional powers of the madrid
meta inch to that end would grant
ain armid dee itif solicitedBoMol ted by the angur
gegenitaritts for such time as the general tair
chief might see fit to fix nowhow andI1 with
what scope of discretionary powers
the insular bartlamparHannentent waswaa expiated to
set about the of peace
did not apeler if it was to be by ne

I1 wath the insurgentsnta the lameissue
to restreat on the side ath a body

I1 chosen by that cantlon of the electorselecton
tn the distdistrictsrIots under spanishspaalah coptcottrolcogatrolrol
and onon the otheroither ath the
population holding the interinteriorlar coun
try in the so00 called par
llament and defiantdeflanit at the suggestion
otoe suing for peace

SPAIN ISS

arvedGr ved endjed disappointedappointed09 at this
barren outcome of my sincere endeav-
ors to teacetea oha a practicable solution i
feltfek it my duty to remit the

1 queautonettOn to the contressConffreee in the- meliea
saKS wt akrit it11 i I1 annamee tart

ehte laadt overttiTe IiniIDD the
of peace lain cua SMjd Mailt

by tw
efow of thoth execuv
aai end I1 againagan reviewed the


