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PRESIDENT MCKINLEY'S MESSAGE 1O GONGRESS

To the Henate and IIouse of Repre-
sentitlves:

Notwithetanding the addéd burdena
rendered mnecessary by the war, our
people rejoice i1n A very satisfaetory
and gteadlly increasing degrse of pray-
perlty, evidenced by the largest vilume
of business evar recarded. Every manu-
facture has been produvetive, sgricul-
ture pursults have ylelded abundant ra-
turns, labor In the telds of industry 13
better rewarded, revenue deglslation
passed by the presunt Congress has in-
creased the tr2asury’'s receipts to Ihe
amount estimated hy its authirities, the
flnances of the povernnent ‘have been
success(ully admlnistered and itz rewlit
advanced to the frst rank, while its
currency has been malntained at  the
world's highest standand, Military ser-
vlce under a comaian 1lag dnd for r
righteous ecause hasg strengihened <he
national splrit und served t> cemant
more clasely than aver the (raternal
bonds between every section of the
country. A review of the relation of the
United States to other powera, always
appropriate is this year of prlmary fm-
portance fn view of the momenious
lssues which have arisen, demanding in
one instance the ultlmaze detarminarion
by arms, and Involving far?reachlng
consequencles whnlch will require the
earnert attentlon of the Congruesa.

DUTY TOWARD SPAIN.

In my last annual message, very full
consideration was given to 1he qu2stion
of the duty of the governmen:z of the
United States toward Spalm, and the
Cuban insurrection, as belng oy [ar the
most tmportant problem wlth which we
were called upon to deal. The con-
sideratjona then advanced, and the ex-
position of the views therein expressed,
disclosed my senase of the extrems grav-
jty of the sltuation. Selting aslde, as
logieally unfounded, of practically inad-
missable. the recognitlon of the Cuban
jnsurgents as belligerents the recoz-
nition of the Independence of Cuba, neu-
tral interventlon 1o end the war by Im-
posing a ratlonal comprimise between
the contestants, intervention in favor of
one or the other party and the fercible
annexation of the stand, I concluded it
was honestly due to our friendly rela-
tions with 8Spain that she rhould he
given a reasonable chance to realize her
expectations of reform to which ehe had
become iffevoeably committed. Withln
a few weeks previous she had an-
nounced comprehensive plans, which it
was confidently asserted would be effica-
cious to remedy the evils so deeply al-
fecting our own country, ‘so Injurlous
to the true interests of the mother coun-
try. a3 well as those of Cuva and s0
repugnant to the unlversal aentiment of
humanity.

The ensulng months broughi little
sIgn of real progress toward the nacifi-
catjon of Cuba. The Autonomous sd-
ministration set up In <he eapital ard
gome of the principaj cilles appeared
not to galn the tavor of the inhabitants
nor to be able to extend thelr [nfluence
to the large extent of territory held hy
the insurgents, while the military arm,
obvlously unable to cove wlilh the stinl
active prebelllon, continued many of the
most objectionable and offensiva pclicles
of the government that had precaded it.
Wo tangible rellef was afforded the vast
numbers of unhappy reconcentra.los,
desplte the relterated professions made
in that regard, and the amouant appro-
priated by Spain to that nd. The prof-
tered expedient of zones o1 eultivatilon
proved lllusory; indeed, no lass prac:
tleal nor more delusive promldes of suc-
ecor could well have been tendered %o
the exhausted and destitute people,
stripped of all that made life and home
dear, and herdéd In a strange reglon

among unaympathetie strangers hardly
less pecessitous than themeselves,

STARVING RECONCENTRADOS.

By the end of December the mortall-
ty among them had (rightfully in-
creased. Congervative estimates from
Spanjish sources placed the deaths
among these distreased people at over
40 per cent, from the time Gen. Wey-
ler's decree of reconcentrados -wvas €u-
foroed. With the acquiescince of Span-
jgh authorlties, n scheme was AZdopted
tor rellef by charltable contrlbutlons,
rajsed in this country and disiributed
under the direction of the cunsul gener-
a! and the several consuls, by noble and
earnest indlvidual eflort threugh  he or-
ganized agencles of the Armaricun Red
Croas.

Thousands of llves were thus saved
but many thousands more were inac-
cesaible to such form of aid.

The war continued on the old feoting
without comiprehensive plan, dveloping
only the same spaamodic encounters,
barrepn of atrategle reault, that had
marked the course of the earller ten
yvears of rebelllon as well as the present
imsurrection from its start. No alterna-
tive save physical exhanstien of elth-
er combatant and therewlthil the prac-
tical ruln of the island, lay In sight, but
how far digtant no one could venture
to conjecture.

DESTRUCTION OF THE MAINE.

At thls juncture, on the I5th of
February last, ocetirragd the
destructlon of the battleshlp Maine,
while rightfully Iying in the harbor of
Havana on a mlasion of imternational
countesy and good-wlill, a catastrophe
‘the susplelours pature and horror of
which stirred the nation's heart pro-
foundly. I is a striking evidence of
the poise and sturdy gpood sense  dis-
tinguishing our natlonal character that
thia shocklng blow, falllng upon a gen-
erous people, already deeply touched
by preceding events in Cuba, did not
mave them to desperate resolve to tol.
ermate no longer the existence of a cun-
dition of danger and disorder at our
doors that made possible such a deed
by whomsoever wrought. Yet, the in.
stinct of jusice prevalked and the na-
tion anxiousaly awalted the result of
the #earching investlgatbon at once set
on foot. The finding of the naval beoard
ot jnquiry established that the origin
of the exploslon wus external by a
submarine mlne and only halted
through lack of positive testimony to
fix the responslbility of lta atthorship.

All those thimgs carrisd Tonvictlon
20 the moet thoughtful, even before
the finding of the raval court, that a
erisis in our relatlons with 8pain and
toward Cuba were ut hand. So datrong
was +thls bellef that it needed but a
hrief execwtlve suggestinn to the Con-
gEress 1o recelve immediate answer to
the duty of making Instant provision
for the possible and perhaps apeedily
probabie emorgeney of war, and the
remarkahle, almost unigue speotacle
was presented of a unaninwus vote of
oth houses on the %th of March. ap-
propriating fifty milljon dotlars,for the
rational defepse and tor each and every
purposc oonnected therewhh, to be
expended at the Alscretion of the Pres-
ident.'s

NOT READY FOR WAT.

That this act of provision came none
tin? sgon was diselosed when the ap-
I plicatlon of the fund was undertaken.
Our forts were practically undefended.
Our navy neaded large provision for
inereased ammunition and supplles wnd

eéven numbers, to cope with any suddvenl

attack from the navy of Spain, which
compriged modern vesaels of the high-
eat type of continental perfection. Our
army also required enlargement of men
and munphoma, The detadls of the hur-
rled preparation for the decided contin-
genoy Iz told In the reports of the

secretiaries of war and of the-pavy and
nead not be repeated here. Tt 1s suf-
ficient 1o say that the outbreak of war,
when it did come, found our nation not
unprepared to meat the conftlct.

Nor was the apprehension of coming
atrife conflned to our own coumtry. It
was relt by the contlngent powers,
which on Aplrl 6th. through thelr am-
hassadors and envoys. addressed to the
execwrtive an expression of hope 'hat
humanity and moderation might mark
the course of this government 4nd peo-
ple and that further negotiations would
lead ter an attempt which, while seeur-
Ing the maintenance of peace, would
affirm all necessary guarantees for the
re-establlehment of order In Cuba. In
responding to that presentation I alsoe
ghared-the hope that the envoys had
expressed that peace might he nre-
gerved ln a manner to terminate the
chronle eonditlon of dlsturhance In
Cuba, =0 injurlous and menacing 1o our
\ntereats and tranqullity, as avell aa
shocklng to our sentlments of humanl-
ty: and whlle appreciating ¢he humani-
tarlan and disinterested character of
the eommunlcation they had adopted
on behalft of the powers, it had stated
the confidence of this government on
its pant that equal appreciation would
be shown for Its earnest and unselfish
endeavors to fulill a duty of humanmi-
ty by ending a altuation, the indeflnite
prolongation of which had become In-
sufTerable.

RECOGNITION OF CUBA.

Sill animated by the hope of a peace-
tul solution and obeying the dictates of
duty, no effort was retaxed o bring
about a speedy ending of the Cuban
struggle, Negotlations to thls effect
vontinued actlvely wiin the govern-
ment of Spain looking to the immediate
conclusion of a six months' armistice
in Cubn with a view to effect the recog-
nition of her people's right to Indepen-
dence. Besides this, the imstant revo-
cation of the order of reconcentnatlon
was asked, 3o that the sufferers, return-
Ing to their homee and alded by unit-
od American and Bpanish effort, might

and by orderly resumptlion of the well-
mgh destroyved productive energies of
the island, contribute to the restoration
of Its tranguillty and well-being, Nego-
Matlons continued for some lttle Hme
at Madrid, resulttng in offers by the
8panish government which could not
but be regarded as inradeguate. It was
proposed 1o confide the preparatlon of
peace to the Insular partlament, yet
to be convened under the fulonomous
decrees of November, 1897, but without
{mpairment in any wlise of the conat-
tutlonal powers of the Madrid govern-
ntent, whleh to that end would grant
am armlstice, It soligited by the Insur-
gents, for such time as the general in
chief might see fit to fix. How and with
what wcope of dlscretlonary powers.
‘the Insular parllament was expeoted to
i #at about the "preparation'’ of peace,
did nat apepar. If it was to be by ne-
gotiation with the {nsurgents the lssue
scemted to rest on the slde with a body
chiosen by that factlon of the electora
T the dstricts under Spanilsh control,
and on the other with the {nsurgent
Ipopllla.tlon holding the Interior coun-
try. unrepredented in the so-called par-
tHiament. and deflant at the suggestion
of suing for peace.
SPAIN '8 CALLOUSNESS.

Grieved wnd disappointed at this
harren outenme of my sincere endeav-
ors to teach a practleable solutbon I
fedt It my duty to remit the whole
{ question to the Congress. In the mea-
I'sage of Aprit 11, 1898, I annouced that
, with this last overture in the direction
of {mmedlate peace in Cuba und {ts
dMeappointing reception by Spain, thae-
effort of the execitive was brought to
an end. T apaln reviewed the alterna-

be put ln 4 way td support themselves !
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