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EENPORTED EY JOHN IRVINE.

Object of Meeting Togethor—Our Dependenoe
upon the Spirit of the Lord—Ceriain Rights
which bolong to all Maokind—Cnpopulart-
ty of God's Servants In all Ages of the
World=-A man must be bo:n agaln before
he cAn understand the thiugs of God—The
Church of Jesus Chriat of Latter-day Salnts

ever given his subjects life. Their
lite has come from Rod, and God
hae granted them their sgency and
the right to worship Him according
to the light and krowiedge they
have. This is the view entertained
by the Latter-day Baints. And I
have heard Joseph Bmith say that
if he were the emperor of the whole
world, holding the destinles of all
men in his bands, he wounld defend
the religlons rights of all men
whether bis religion waa right or
wrong. And especially ought this
to be the case in this American na-
tion, the constitution of which guar-
antees to nll peolple theright to wor-
ship God acecording to the dictates of
their own consclence. This i3 the

—~The Gospel the sams inall Dispensations
~—How the Gospe! was Restored=The Gift
ot the Holy Ghoat=Ttah bullt up by the
Power of God—Joseph Smith recelved all
the Keys of the Priesthood by the adminl-
atration of Angels—Fulfiliment of Bevola-
tion—The Priestbood—Plural Marriage,

WE meet here upon the Babbsath
day for the purpose of partaking of
the eacrament, the emblems of the
Lord’s body sud blood which were
broken and shed for ws, and also to
give and recelve instroetion as we
may be led by the Bpirit of God.

1t 15 well known to the Latter.day
Hainte—though perhaps not to
strangers—that no Elder or meniber
of the Church of Jesus Christ of
Latter-day Bailnts who enters Into
this Tabernacie knows who Is going
to be calied apon tospeak to the peo-

broand piatfcrm wpon which our
governmeent has been fonnded. I
have looked upon the constitution
of the United States ss one of the
best fnstruments ever devized by
man for the government of the in-
habitants of the earth. I lookupon
it 2o roch to-day. And while we
are willivg to allow the Methodists,
the Baptists, the Presbyterizns, the
Catholics, and every sect under hea.

to the power of Belzeebub, If He
restored tbe blind to eight, they
were ready to cry-omt, “You give
God the glory, this man is & sin-
ner.” And ecin all His works was
He opposed, persecated and derided.
And His Apostles shared the same
fate, Every roul of them—with the
exceptlion of John—had to Isy down
thelr lives and seal their their testi-
mony with their blood. -Some were
beheaded, some wers sawn asunder.
Even In the case of John they
souzht bis life, but it was decreed
that he should live, and he remains
on the earth to this day—althongh
probavly there has been a change iu
his body—and will remain until’ the
Son of Man comes in the ¢londs of
heaven,

I epesk of these things te rhow
that men of God in all ages of the
world have beer nupopnlar. Jesns
warned His discipies with regard to
this opposition. He sald to them:
“If ye were of the world, the world
would love its own: beeanse ¥ye are
not of the world, bat I have chosen
you cut of the world, therefore the

ven, theright to enfoy thelr religion
undisturbed, yet we claim the same
privilego as a people, asa church, as
the Church of Jetus Christ of Liatter-
dey Baints, and hence, in express-
ing myeelf here this atternoon with
regard to the Goepel of Jeans Christ,
or the Kingdom of God, if I differ
from any of this congregation, I
have & right to differ; the congrega-

ple. Hence no man epends a weeh,
a day, anhour, of a moment Lo pre-
pare a discourse {o deliver unto the

ple. We are all of us dependent
npon the Bpirit of the Lord, upon
revelition, upon imspiration, upon
the Holy Ghost, in order to be guall.
fied to teach the people before whom
weare called to speak, and if the
Lord does not give me the Holy
Bpl:it this afterncon, I promise you
aiiyon will not get much out of
Brother Woodrufl, whether they be
Baine or strangers. [ have never
seen a day Ainoe I have been a mem-
ber of this Church tbat I have felt
that any man was gualified to teach
eaint or einner, Jew or Gentlle, the
inhabitants of Lhe earth abroad or at
home, only a8 he was moved npon
by the power of God. T have naver
believed any man was guoalifled

from the dayz of Father Adam to|j

our day to go forth among the in-
habitants of the earth with the de-
claratlon of the Gospel of Jesus
Christ In & way and manner to con-
vince them or teach them the Gos.
pe! in 15 truth and purity and in
the power of God only by inapira-
tion, I have never beljeved that
any msn was (ualified in any age
of the world to build up the King-
dom of Ged or do the wlll of God
only upon that prhwigle. And I
have felt, both while abroad in the
world a3 well as gt home, that when
called npon to teach the Latter-day
Baints or anybody else—~I have feit
as though my lips ooght to be
touched with a live coal from off the
altar,and my beart filled with in.
splration from Almizghty God.
When I think upon the day and age
in which we iive, when I think up-
on this day aad dispensation in
which the God of beaven bhas set
His hand to carry outthe fulfiment
of the mighty prophectes contained
within the lide of the Bible, the Old
and New Teatamente, the atick of
Judah, I reslize thatin order to com-
prehend these things & man must
pe in possession of the Spirit of the
Lord day by day. In the words of
the Bavior &8 recorded In Bt. John’e
Gospel, #This is eternal life, that
they might know thee, the only
true God, and Jesus Christ whom
thon hasteent.”?

Isay many things when Iam
called upon to speak n the presence
of strangers that I do not conflne
myeell to Wwhen addressing the
Sainte, because the latter are ac-
qualnted with our principles, while
the former are not.

As Latter-dsy Bzints wo respect
the rights of all cen. We belleve
that all mankind, men and wormen,
in this and every other dizpensation
snd generation, huave certain rights;
that God has creaied sll men vwith
an agency, Ieare not in what king-
dom, empire, repitblic or place they
dwe!l. They have a right o enjoy
thelr religion, They have & right
to worship Giod sccording to the dic-
tates of thelr own conscience,
¢ But,"” says ona,"l‘do You raean that

emplrss Whero AL emperor
:::Jlds thlza rights and destinles of his
sabjects in his hunds¥’ Yes. I
mean thers I3 no empsror Who
breathes the breath of lile who has
the right to deprive ons of his aub.
eots of the freedom of his religion.
{will tell you why. No emperor

tion has a right to difler from me;
and no man has s right toeay, Why
do you 80? The destinies of the
whole human family are in the
hands of God, I shall be held ac-
countable before the God of hea-
ven—and eo will all men—for the
conrse I persue 1 thia life.

There 13 one very pecualiar featare
with regard to the followers of Jesus
Christ,y or thoso that have attempted
in other dispensations to obey the
law of heaven, and that is, their un-
popularity fn the world from the
daye of Father Adam to the precent
time. Truce It through from the be.
ginning, and yoa will tiud that men
who were inspired by Almighty God
to go forth znd protlasim any mes-
sage to the inhabttants of flie earth
bave bsen most unpopmiar in their
dagnnnd generation. You will find
it has been 80 _in the whole history
of the world. You inay go back. for
instance; to the days of Noah. Noah
was a pretcher of righteousness, He
was called of God. e was warned
of God and told “what to do tosnve
himself and family. The world had
become terribly corrupt, and it was
necessary thet the people ke called
apon to repent. To this end God
Almighty rased tp & prophst, That
prophet was Noah. He went forth
as he was comimanded and preached
the Gospel of Jecva Christ in ite
purtty and truth. He was command-
ed to bulld an ark on dry land. The
deople langhed =t him and wonld
not believe hia testirnony. For one
hundred and twenty years he
wamed the inbabitants of the earth
of the coming floed; but all that he
conid save were the members of hia
own family, some eight souls. The
flood came, and all ths inhabitants
of the earth,eave ithose who had
entered the ark, were drowned,
Their epirifa were shut up in prison
in the epirit worli, and they re-
meined there until after the desth
of Jesus Christ; and while His body
layin the tomb three and a baif
days He went and preached to those
apirita In prison, where they had
been sbut wp for thonsands ¢f
Years.

Asil was with Nosh go it was
with other Prophets who lived in
anclent days, You may trace the
hilatory of Lanlel, Jeremiah, Ezekiel,
Ieainh, and the rest down to the
days of Jesus Christ, and you find
they wereall unpopular in thelr day
and generation. In consequence
of the wickedness that prevailed In
the world thoze Prophets were
‘moved upon to prophesy concerning
the destruction of RBabyion the
&reaty Ninevah, Fyre, ana many
other ancient citiee; they declared
the wvord of the Lord Lo the inhabi-
tants of theze cities, bat thelr testi-
mony was not believed; and becanse
of their unpopularity, the FProphets
ware put to death. Nevertheless,
not oxte jot or tittle of their predie-
tions fell to the ground nninlfitied.

- Then, 2gaip, yoa come =along
down to the daysof Jeaus Christ;
You tiace Hias life from His birth
ina stable to the tomb., Was ever
& man on the earth—a good man
like the Bavior—aso persecuted, op-
posed, ridicnled and derided as He
was by the Jews, Pharicees, Sad-
ducees, and the different sects of

world hateth yon' Why didn’t
the world love the Propheta and A-
postles in thelr day and generation?
Why does  the whule sectarian
world rise np againet Prophets and
Aposiles In this day and age of the
world? Simplv because in former
agea they rebuked sin, and in thie
age they do the same. They have
heen plain spoken men, They
have gona forth and declared the
word of God as they were moved
upon by the Holy Ghost.

Now, with regard to the day snd
age in which we_live. The Saints
are acquainted with our history ns a
people. They have a testimony to
bear that the world knows not of.
A man must become acquainted
with the Lord, acqoainted with the
principles of the Gospe! of Jesms
Christ and receive them before he
ls qualified to understang the work
of God, or the things pertaining to
the Kingdom of God. 'We read of
% man named WNicodemns who
came to Jesug by night. Bald he:
“Wa know that thon art a teacher
come from God: for no man can do
these miracles that thou doest, ex-
cept God be with him. Jesnus an.
swered and eaid unto him, Verily,
verily, I eny unto thee, except a
msan be horn again, he cannot see
the Kingdom of God. WNicodemus
saith moto him, How can a man be
born when he §s 0id? can he enter
the second time into his mother’s
womb, and be born? Jesns an-
swered, verlly, verily, I say unto
thee, except'a man bes born of the
water and of the ‘spirit, he cannot
enter into the Eingdom of God.”
This 1s the prineiple that has been
connected with the Gospel of Jeans
Christ in every dispensation of the
world.

Asan organ'zation, the Church
of Jeaua Christ of Latter-day Sainte
has been in existence now for 53
vears, It was organfzed in the first
place with six members on the 6th
day of April, 1830—organized by a
Prophet of God, 8 man raised up by
commandment of God, by inspira.
tion, by revelation, and by the ad-
miniatration of angels. Every step
that e took was taken by com
mandment and revelstion. He was
given tonnderstand by the apgels
of God who adminietered to him
that there had been a faliing away
from the ancient order of things,
and that now the tull set time had
come when the God of heaven wonld

again establish His Kingdow on
tbe earth and call forth Ris Church
ouf of the wilderness of darkness
aud error and establish it upon the
foundation of the ancient A oatles,
Jesns Chrlst being the chlexp corner
atone.

+Now, any man acqualnted with
the Berjptores can clearly under-
atand tuat there is but one true
Gospel. Thers never was but one
Goapel. There has been no chauge
iz It. Whenever that Gospel has
been upon the earth it Las been the
same In every dispensatlon. The
ordinances of the Glospel have never
teen changed from the days of
Adam to the present time, and
never will be to the end of time,
While there were many secta and
parties in existence in the early
timen, Jesn® gave his dizoiples to
understand that there was but gne
Gospel. He told them what it was.
He declared anto them its ordi-
nances. He commiesjoned them
to preach the Guapel to every crea-
ture. In the first place they wete
to piesch faith in the Lord Jeaus
Christ; next, repentance of sins;
next, baptism for the remissloo of
sine. HBaptlsam was an ordlaapce
taught by the Bavior himsell, We

thatfday? No matter what He did

g king, no preeklenty o xuferof

it waa attribnted to him ror evil, If

fing, teo, that He obeyed this ordj.

To fulfll 81l rightecusnesa.
& righteous Jaw,and it was a type ot
baptism to be followed by the whole
human fainlly. ¢He that believeth
s04 in baptized shall be savVed; but
he that believeth not shall be
damned.” —8uch was the decjara-
tlon of the Bavior to tha twelve
Apoetles. People were to be “bor-
ied with him by bapliam wuato
death: that lfke as Christ was
raised from the dead by the glory
of the Father, even &0 We also
should walk in newnees of life.”
What pext? Men bearing the Mel-
chisedek Priestnood—Aposiles and
Eiders—had the anthority to lay
hands upon baptized hLelievers for
the reception of the Holy Ghest,
which they received and which ied
tbem to prophecy of the thiugs of
tbe Kingdom of God; and the signa
followed those that believed. These
were the first principles of the Gos-
pel. And Paul the Apecstle mukes
this declaration: **Bat though we,
or an angel from heaven,preach any
other (Gospel than that which we
have preached unto you, let him
be secarsed.” He repeats this, and
goes on to tell ua what the Gospel
15, snd what the Church of Christ

is, and what it a/ways has been. In

do from God,
never aliempted to He

ontil be received
Priesthood under the hands of Johp
the Baptist (who was behendeq (5
the word of God and the testimony,
of Jesue). He never atiempied {
officiate in any of the ordinanpe o
the Gospel until he receivey the /13
postleship nnder the hands of Pe.
ter, James and Jobn. Thess mey
appeatred to him, They laid thely
hands apon his head and sealed thy
Apostleship npon aim with al th;'
power thereof. And these ang
told Joseph Bmith to go forth hip,
self and to call npon other men
go forth unto the world and Preach
the Gospel aa  tanght by Jey
Christ and the Aposties, and
Lord would back wup their tey
mony; that when they laid hag
upon those who bad been baplu
uor the remicslon of sine, audwp
had received their testimony, they
should receive the Holy (Ghost. Tiy
was the proclamaton to Jogy
Smith 53 years ago. =

. Now, I want to ack thia

bly, strangers and Lattar-d%r |
alike, what positlon the o
Isrsel would have been in vy
they went forth and msads i

baptize & may
the Aaronip

the Church were .Apostles, rro-
phets, Pastors, !eachers, Evenge-

lists, otc, and these were *for the

perfecting of the Baints, for the

work of the ministry, for the edify-

ing of the body of Christ: tili we all

come in the unlty of the {aith and

of the knowledge of the SBon of God,
unto a perfect man, unto the mean-
sure of the statare of the fulness of
Cirfat.” The Lord never had—and
never will have,to the end of time—
a Church on the earth without Pro-
phets, Apostles, and inspired men.
Whenever the Lord had a people on
the earth that He acknowledged as
guch, that people were led by revel-
ation. No_man can find anything
contrary to this, When the Gos-
pel was‘fivan to the Jews, all the
gifts and graces and powers |hereof

sccompanied 6. It was eccompan-

ied by the Eternal Priesthood—

which 18 after the order of the Son
of God,—without which no man ean
adminiater in the ordinances of life
and salvation. The Bavior wes o
Jew himsslf. He came to His own
father’s hooee, but they rejected
him and put him to death. The
Gorpel was then tsken from the
Jews and carried to the Gentiles.
Pan! warned the QGentiles to take
heed lest they too fell into unbeliet,
Baot the Gospel wes delivered to
them with all ita blessings and
powers, and remained with them sas
long a& there was a man left on the
earth that had the power to admin-
ister in its ordinances.

Now, have the Gentiles had the
Churcs and Kingdom of God in
their midst since the anclent Aypos.
ties were punt to death? I think
not. At the pre-ent time there are
some Bix hundred three f£core and
six different religions—diferent
roads to heaven and to hell—in the
world; butnone of these bear much
rezemblance to the Qoepel as taught
by Jesos Christ and His apcstles,
The whole Christian world to.day
rises mp against these Latter-day
Baints because they profe:s to be.
lieve in revelation, in t'rophets ,and
Aposties, This has been the case
ever since the organization of this
Chutch, Do we terch anything
that is contrary to the law of Goa?
Wedo not. Do we believe any-
thing that ie contrary to the Goepel
as taught in the days of the Apos.
tlez? Wedo not. *““But,”says one,
“how did yon come by this Gos-
pel?”? Wecame by it through the
administration of aum angel from
God, John the Revelator, in speak-
ing of the last day—the opening of
the geals_the blowing of the trum.
pets—and all that ehonld transpire
before the second comdng of the
Son of Man—said he saw (among
other thinge) ‘“‘another angel fly in
the midst of heaven, having the
everlasting Goepel to preach unto
them that dwell on the earth, and
to every nation, and kindred, and
tongpe, and people, saying with &
loud Voice, Fear God and give glory
to him, for the bour of his judg-
ment 18 come.” When the angel
of God delivered this message to
Joseph Smith he told him the dea-
vens were full of jadgzments; that

the Lord Almighty Lisd set his
hand to establish the Kingdom that
Danlel saw and prophesied about,
as recorded in the second chapter
of Danie}; and that the Gcapel had
to be presched to &ll nailons under
heaven as a withees to them before
the end should cyme, and that, teo,
in folflment of the revelation of
God as given here in the Oldand
Now Testaments. Joseph Bmith

promige to the inhabitantsof s
earth—the promise that if they,
would receive of our testimony,n
ent of their ains and bLe baplin
or a remission of them, and bwm
hands laid upon them, they show
receive the Holy Ghost—I wanl |
ask, pentleman and ladies, hi
long _those iders would hs
taoght thia principie in the natie,
of theearth if God Almighty haf
not backed wup thelr testimonyl
How long would it have been, i
the absence of this backing, untl
they wonld bave been found out to
be deceivers? Not & great while
Is there another set ol men on the
face of the earth to.day thet dare
to go forth and make thal prociam:
atlon to the world? No; becauss
anless they were calledof God
make it, He would not back i
their testimony, and it would j»
known who they were. i

We; bave lshored upon this &
ciple for 50 years. You casi ym
oyes and YOu ree a taberpecle
the desert; you ses s city; and ya
may teavel for a thouawnd miles ind
you will find this Territory fliey
with olties, towns sndvillages, By
what power have thessthings been
accomplizhed? I camshewonthe
24th of July, 1847, wilh s %
hundful of men as pioneers. Woah
did we And? A barren desen, i
barren as the desert Sahara, N
mark of the white man here. N
ountward sign that a white mad'
eonld live here. How has this de
ert been made to blossom as the
roze? Why this body of peogh
from almost every nation? I wil
tellyou. We carried the (oapel i
Earope, the Islands of the ses, and
tbe ditferent nations of the earth;
we offered them the Gorpel,and a
cizgs of men and women—Iwa s
tamily, and sometimes a dzofa
city—recelved our testimeny, snd
when we lald hands upem Uem
they received the Holy Ghost, Thal
Holy Ghost has remained Wl
them, it has instructed them
inspired their hearts, and to-
you see Utab a8 it is. If the L&
Almighty had not backed up &
testimony of the Eldeis of [arnelé
He has done Utah to-day wenl
have been as When we fonnd it &.1:
YeAIS OZ0,

This is the condition of the L
ter-day Salnts. Joseph Smithi
ceived these keys, this Priesthoy
this power , thia Gospel by the &
ministration of angels from G
and this testimony is true, Heal
received & record called the Boskl
Mormon, which iz a recordof ti
ancient inhabitante of this ea®
nent. That record 18 true; s i#
the Book of Doctrine and
snts, A code of revelations ji
through the Prephet Josephiak:
Theee revelations are wrue i
faithful, and they are being mifile
a3 fast as time will admit. I b
my testtmor¥ of thess thipgli
the world, for I know they are tmb}

I traveled thousanda of mileswil
Joceph Bmith, I knew hix spint|
Many of the revelations gisel
throngh bim  have bed
fulfilled. I myself wrote therevels
tlon that was given throughbhis
concerning the war that wonld taki
placs in this conntry between thé
north and south. That revelatiol
was published to the werld for twen
iy years before the war. It brekt
ont just a8 predicted, and I refer i0
it because 11 ia one of the revelation:
that is falfilled. To-day we are stil
preaching the Go:spsl of Jesu
Christ. The Lord Alm:ghty has

nence, belpg baptized in the river

never sttempted tp organize this

set His hand to establies Hie



