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the cost or tub war.
y i i

The London Spectator has an inter
eating article on the probable cost of I

the war between the French and Proa
slans, and the relative resources of the
combatants Ao meet 1L It says the
Italian war of 1S59 cost France at least
twenty million pounds or,$10Q,pOO,000
though it lasted only aJx vfelJ Prus-
sia 7 1SGC spent nearly as much in
three weeks actual campaigning and
he was obliged to borrow toreetiperateher treasury. It Is estimated that the

righting nations will need about $500
000,000 a year at least to keep a million
men in the Held. The Spectator adds:

"Both powers are good for many
months' war even at the tremendous
rate of expenditure Involved. There is
certainly no doubt about France, In
ipiteof chronic deficit and Increasing
dabt which hs been cbanc teristta of
th empire. French finance has been
dreadfully mismanaged, and the people
have heavy taxes to bear from which
economy would have saved them; bat

, 'wben all is said, the hard fact remains
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t that there still is capacity in France to
'bear a heavy additional load.. TYhat- -t

ever difficulty ihere may be In lmpoe--
,iog new taxes to pay the Interest of
fresh debt and the proposal of M. 6e-"jr-rls

show that a little war taxation is
uot impossible the French revenue is
elastic, aud a few years' natural in-crea- se

will provide a good deal more in-
terest. To put the annual growth at
three quarters of a million only, which
is nnder the mark, the progress of ten
years would nearly cover the annual
interest of the loans req aired for a war
expenditure of X200.000.000.

Of course the French government will
uot be able to borrow all that at four
per cent., but the anticipation of another
year or two's recovery of revenue would
permit the oCTtfr of a higher rate. There
is this further consideration, that a
great war, such as Is Implied by an ex
penditure or 200,OOQ,000 in a few
months, would probabl vNlsare the com-
batants in such a state that economy In
other expenditures wordd not be diffi-
cult. At present the cost of governing
France, apart from the debt and the de-
partmental and local budgets, Is some-thin- g

like 50,000,000 a y earjaod in Eng-
land we spend less than 40,000,000,
though all our salaries are ou a higherscale. Clearly France need not be un
done by an addition of eight or ten mil
lions to the annoaWntexeet of its debt,
revenue is so elastic It is true that af
ter such a war. Its debt, which is up-
wards of X500.000.000 now. would equalor surpass that of England; but France
In 1S70 Is certainly a more powerfulState than England was in 1S15.

Turning to Prussia or as we should
rather say, Germany we can see no
trace of inability to make an equal ef
fort. .The antagonist of France dis-
plays a cartons equality with it in al-
most all financial conditions except one,in which It is strikingly superior to
France. In population, to begin with,the North German Confederation ana
the Bouth German States allied with It
number about the same at France. The
confederation itself includes 30,000,000:
Baden, 1,450,000; and Bavaria, 4,300,000.
Total, 3S.000.OJU, and the last census of
France iu 1S03 gives exactly the same
figure.

In economical advancement the two
countries are, moreover, about the tame:
they are about two-thir- ds agricultural,and though Germany has more ships,and more coal and tnanofactaxea. vet aa
French agriculture Is' naturally more I

productive, the two states may be con-- 1

sidered very nearly balanced. The ag-
gregate budgets of Germany, again,
approach very closely those of France in
bulk. The gross revenue of the Cen fed-
eration la 40,000,000, and . of the other
statea, 12,000,000 total, 52,000,000;
whlchrwiththe smaller debt of German v

the one .point I where . : Germany is
superior leaves) as, much as. La France
for ' all the purposes of government.
Oddly enough, the expenditure on the
two. armlee Is about the same, r France
spends between thirteen and fourteen
millions sterling, and Germany between
twelve and thirteen millions, no very
striking difference, though it should be
noted;that the French have lately hada great deal of extraordinary expendi
ture uesiuesv JJUi even u Germany isnot so rich as France,' her resources are
much lesa pledged. The total debt ofthe Confederated and Bouth Germanstates is under 200,000,000, about a
third of th of Fran w. to that there Is
a margin of 100,000,000 U draw uponbefore they 4eo9me aa indebted -- as
France now la, Jt cannot be thought,then, that Germany, any more than
France, is financially unfit for the
struggle now going on.

HooVaS BpE EXTRMlJfATORav-T- he
Cotumbaa(Ohio) Au has the fol-

lowing: "A farmer living on the eastside or the river, la .walking about his
place discovered a nest of rattlesnakesto an old log, about which several largePieces. of rock layiscattered. , Our friendhad ieard;; thai hce w era death onsnakes of all kinds and not caring to at-
tack the nest himself, he determined to
try the experiment and see the fight,lie acordlngly drove several hogs inthe vicinity of the .nest, and watchedthe result, Tha, begs soon seemed toscent the varmints and commenced
rooting eigerly about the spot. In an

AUaofc the lutxudsxs, which niAalfested
go.

e. vul tear himselfheightfrttl the back of. -a wTVha7-- Si!
.T 7.r UU In into the an I.

then cart awiiQining-nk- orr: .
cellritv anu

when, bstc wonld nvJCl,.,!? f5AJnie in twain, andThis then deWar him- -slaughter conUnued all

8 uisiurDed. waddlea off in

laTth,.55i?"tt?fT on. 8on4
O, Zmtohlnsaft,8. nVfiweet, i
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