not think it is wise for us to fix our
minuys tno much upon any year as
bringing to pass some very wonder-
ful things., Perhaps it will beso. I
do not question that; fur every year
comes bo us freighted with greatand
wonderful changes. 1t is not one
yuar alone; but all the years be-
tween us and the comiug of our
Lord will be big with events. They
will be crowded with stupendous
oceurrencer, (od has thus spoken,
Judgmeuts will be poured vut upon
the inhabitants of the earth, aml
will incresse until the Lierd Himself
shall come.

I took occasion to have the ser-
mon that Brother Joseph preached
hunted up, and [ will read a little
from it to show you what he said
upon this very subject, and to show
you also that we need not expect
that 1881 will bring any such thiuyg
as the coming of the Lord., It was
gald yesterday that no man know-
eth the day nor the Lhour. This is
true. But [ will tell you what men
cau krow. They can know that auch
and such a fime is not the time.
Men can prophesy that 1891 is not
the year. Although they cannot
tell you the day wor the tour, they
cat lell you that He will not come
this year or next year, according to
the words of God already given.
There are several revelatious which
gpeal plaiuly upon thig point, allu-
gion to which wag made yesterday
by the brethren who spoke, There
are a yreal many events to take place
that have bot vet vceurred; and the
Savior will not come utif the? do
take place. Be assured of this, and
be not concerued ju your minds and
agitated on these matters, because it
is eagy to understaud that there are
many things yet to be fulfitled bLe-
fore that grand and glorious event
will eome. Yet, as He has told us,
He will come us a thicf inthe night
He will come when the inhabitants
of the eatth are unprepared for him.

Joseph said:

V¢] was once prayijug earnesliy upon
this subject [that is, concerning the
soming of the Son of Man] and a voica
waid 1mto me, ‘My son, if thon livest
until thou art 85 years of age, thou
shalt see the fuce of theson of Man.'"’

This was what the voice sald to
Joseph: _

“1f shou livest until thouart 85 vears
of age, thou abalt Beo the fuce of the
Son of Man.”?

He coutinues:

+1 was left to draw my own conelu
sions concerning this, and I took the
liverty of concluding that if I did live
to that time He would make His ap-

arance. But I donot say whother

o will make His appearance, or I
shallgo where He is. I prophesy in
the name of the Lord God, and let it
be written, the Son of Man will not
come in the clouds of heaven Lill [am
86 yeats old.”

Now, at the thuoe Joseph made
this prophecy, Miller, of the Miller-
ites, was making predictious about
the coming of the Sor of Man—
nbout the years 1842-3.4. In these
years,as you who have been kept ju-
formed will doubtless know, there
wad wreatl exciliement throughout
the United States about the comiug
of the Bon of Man, and Joseph
prophesied thut He would uot come
for the pext forty yeara.
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He goes on and says:

#“The coming of the Son of Man
never wili be, never can be, till the
Jjndgments spoken of for this heur are
poured out, which jaodgments are
coramenced. It i3 not the design of
the Almighty to come upon the earth
and orush it and grind it to pewder;
but He will reveal it to His servants,
the Prophets. Judah must return.
Jerusalem must be rebuilt, and the
Temple,andwater comeout from under
the Tomple, and the waters of the Dead
Sea be healed. It will take some time
to build the walls of the city and tem-
ple, etc., and all this must be done he-
fore the Son of Man will make His ap-
peuranee. There will be wars and
rumor of wars, signus in the heavens
above and on the earth beneath, and
the sun turned into darKness, and the
imoen to blood; earthquakes in divers
Elaces, the seas heaving themselves

eyond their bounds, Then will ap-
pear the grand sign of the Son of Man
In heaven, But what will the world
say? They will sag it is a planet, a
comet, otc. But the Son of Man will
coine &6 the sign of the coming of the
Son of Man, wich will be as the light
of the morning cuming out of the
east.’”

Now, the Prophet explains this
iu deunection with his statement as
to what the voice had said 1o him.
He did oot assert that Jesus would
come in the clonds of heuven even
if he lived to be eighty-five; but he
was told that he should see Him,
aud he qualified it, so that there
tieed be no misspprehension upon
this subject.

I might read to you many revela-
tions in this Book of Doctrine nnd
Covenants (having the book in his
hand) upon this same subject, ia
which the Lord plainly says that
certain things shall take place. Al-
higion was made yesterday to some
of them.

“And again, verily I sayunto you,
that the Son of Man cometh not
in the form of a wdman, nelther of
& man lraveling on the earth. Where-
fore be not deceived, bul. continue jin
steadfasiness, looking forth for the
Iieavens 1o be shaken and the earth to
tremble and reel to and fro as a
drunken man,and for the valleys to be
oxaltad, and fox the mountains to be
made low, and for the rough places to
beco.ae rMooth; and all this when the
angel shall sound his trampet. Bul
before the great day of the Lord shall
come, Jacol shall flourish in the
wildarness, and the Lamanites shall
blossom as the rose; Zion shall flour-
ish upon the hills and rejeice upon
the mountains, and shall be assemblied
unto the place which I have ap-
pointed,

These are the words of God con-
¢erning the coming of the Bon of
Man, Lhese revelations give unto
ug with great clearness the signs
that shall precede His coming,
Therefore, do not let us get ourselves
unsettied in our minds. I feel ié
important that this Conference
should uot separate without having
it ¢leariy stated 10 them that you
ueed not look for the coming of the
Son of Man either this year or next.
Though we canoot prophesy the
day or the hour, we can prophesy
some thiugs concerning Hiscoming,
that is, that will take pluce before
His comivg. Qud has not left us in
doubt nupun these puints. If you
have time. read the 29th section of
the Bugk of Doctrine snd Covenants,
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and the 45th section, and the 88th
section. Therefore, Latter- day
Batnts, go ahead and perform your
duties carefully, consistently, and
with a determination to do that
whieh God efquires at your hands.
Do not louk for some great cataclysin
to occur, which will show all the
world that this is the Kingdom of
God. That has been one of our
great thoughta, Perhapssuch athiug.
will oseur; hut I will tell you what
I have observed during my life that
God works in uwatural ways. His
purlpoaes come around seemiugly
perfectly oatural—so natural that
the world cannot see the hand of
God in them. It requires faith and
the Bpirit of God to show these
things.

I remember my thoughts and
ideas when in my boyhood. Being
familiar with the revelation wihilch
God had given concerning the
Civil War, I thought to myself,
now when that vecurs, this nation
will be convineed that Joseph is a
prophel, because the revelation was
so plain. It stated where the war
should commence and olher partic-
ulars coucerning it, and at the time
tire whole nation was congratulal-
ing ,tself upon its peace, and the
probability of war was cnfer-
tained by no ome. The idea that
there would be a war was rediguled.
How wonderfully fthat revelation
wag fulfilled! But how many per-
sons have been converted by the
strict fulillmeunt of that propbecy?
{ do not know of one., My con-
¢lusion 18 that God works in this
way among the children of inen,
wud they wiil continue to hardeu
their hearts against ail the evidences
of the divinity of this work, not-
withstanding the coutinued fulfil-
méent of the prophecies of the Elders
of this Church,

The choir sanyg an anthem:

I will lift np mine eycs.

Benediction by Apostle Abraham
H. Cdnnon.

AfMternoon Session.

Bingiug LY the choir:
Praise to ihe man who eommuned with
Jehovan,
Jagus anointed “that Prophet and Scer,”
Bleesed to open the iust dispensation,
Kings shall extol him and nations revere.

Prayer by Bishop 0. F, Whituey.
‘The choir sang:
Ye cluldren of our God,
Yo 8ainile cf litter days
Surround the table of vuy Lord
And join tosing His praise.
. The Sacrament of the Lord’s sup-
r was administered, the Priest-
El.;od of the Twentieth Ward offi-

ciating.

President Wiklord Woodrufl
Addressed the Conlerence, Fol-
lowing iz synopsis of his remarks:

I know not iiow long I may be
able to talk, but while I do I want
the attention of the congregation.
The Baints have often heard e tes-
tify eoncerniug the power by which
this Chureh has bheen ostablished.
1 have uo power anor have these
Apoatles, to preach the Gospel and
build up the Kingdom of God. ex-
cept by the inspiration of the Holy
Ghost. Whatever testimony we
hear to be productive ot good, must
he by the Spirit of God. We live



