THE DESERET WIEIEKLY.

change that the owners of such proper-
ty would mever submit tamely to it.
They would organize an army of de-
fense, and would make employes gol-
diera as well as ‘laborers.

The immense fortunes accumulated
by jndividuais in this country are
Causing the people to be disturbed.
John D. Rockefeller, of the Standard
Oil Company, is worth $150,000,000.
W. W. Aastor s worth $140,000,000.
Jay Gould ig worth $200,000,000. He
s the righest man iu the world at
bresent, yet he had not a cent when
beginning life, nor did he inherit a
Cent,

The combined wealth of ‘the Roth-
schilds is $1,000,000,000, but no single
member or the family 18 worth more
than $40,000,000. The Duke of West-
Mminster is worth $50,000,000. Heisthe
rchest man in Europe, but his wealth
bas been the accumulation of genera-
tions. Tt is the same with the Roth-
schilds. Wealth accumulated in this
way i go gradual that the people as a
whole do not feel it. Besides itso
identified with the interests of the
people, fn the way of trade and in-
dustry, thal it is regarded as a benefit.

In cur country we have so many
bersons, who have acquired vast for-
lunes in a ‘short life-time, that it is
clear there must be something wrong,

and that is what euvrages the
farmer and laborer so much.
Cornelius  Vanderbilt is  worth

$90,000,000, and W. K. Vanderbilt
%80,00{},000, but most of this was inher-
ited, (. P. Huntington is worth $45,-
000,000, Russell Bage $30.000;000, Le-
land Stanford $35,000,000 and Mra
Het.t.y Green 330,000,000.

There are fifty others who could be
Bamed each worth from $5,000,000 to
$20,000,000. And the vast majority of
this wealth was acquired in a lifetime.
There must be something radically
Wrong in our ¢ommercial economy
When such umnegual distrihution of
Wealth exists.[ Bix men eould, by com-
bining, break a stock marke:, corner
all the wheat and pork in the country,
or dry up the currency of the nation,
and all but suspend trade.

This is a fearful state of aflairs. 1tis
onethat free silver cannot remedy. It
lsone that the confiscation of railroads
or of oil’'companies cannot remedy. It
is a question that requires the best
thought of the country, and -to be
bandled conservatively, judicicusly,
and ip harmony with American in-
stitutions and with republican equality
and impartiality.

The leprosy djsease has now de-
creased to such an extent in Norway

45 to aHow a portion of the hospital for
lepera to be used fur other purposes.

A LEADING AMERICAN INDUSTRY
THREATENED.

RuUssIA is coming to the front as an
icdustrial country. [t bas a popula-
tton of 110,000,000, with an aonual in-
crease of 1,800,000. [t impnrta about
800,000 bales of cotton yearly for its
domestic manufactures. From the
United States 400,000 bales are taken
every year. Now comes the report
that in future Russia will he an export-
er, not an importer, of cotton; and that
she wlill supply the whole people of
Europe.

Russia has vast domains in Central
Asia on which cotton can be culti-
vated by means of lrrigation. If water
enough can be obtained, the project
seems feanible enough. Without water
nothinpg can be rajsed in Central
Asia, because the absence of rain i
more marked even there, than in the
arid belts of the Ameriean continent.
China and India are both cotton pro-
ducing countries. Chinra, however,
imports a large guantity of manutac-
tured goods from the United States,
and from Great Britain. This shows
that she canmot produce enough for
the demsands of her own couniry. It
alao shows that cotton raising 'in that
country has reached its utmost limit,
because of the abundance of cheap
labor obtainable, it could be produced
cheaper there than in Amerles, if
other conditions were alike favorable,
Egypt from tire immemorial has been
a cotton raising country, hut irrigation
bad to be used. However, it takes all
the available land fit for eultivation to
ralse the food pupplies in that country.

-The cotton belt of the United States
extends from North Carolina to Texas,
Here cotton appears to be an indigen-
ous growth. Climate, soil,~ moisture
and so on, are peculiarly adapted to the
growth of eotton. The means ot trana-
porting the erop are now perfect. By
river and rail it ean be moved cheaply
to seaport towns everywhere on the
coast. The seed I8 mow used for oil,
and for feeding and for manure, the
latter alone proving a profitable indus-
try. A cotton-picking machine has
been invented recently which will do
the work of sixty persons. It will
toke but one man to guide it, and two
mules to pperate it; this in addition to
the cotton gin already in use will
cause a revolution in cotton raising.
The Amerjcan press i8 not apprehen-
give that Russia can ever become a for-
midable competitor of the TUnited
Btates in the markets of the world.
The Chicago Tribune says:

“The consumption of cotton im the
United States is rapidly increasing. Tn-J

cluding that of Canada it is mow abont
2,430,000 balcs per yearl, or 22 per cent of

the gquantity consumed in all parts of the
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world. Tt is equal to the entire produc-
ion of this country forty years ago. The
area woll adapted for cotton-growing is
abont all oceupied. Certainly It is not
likely to keep pace with the inorease of
consumption of cotton goods in the world,
and there is thus no ground for fear by
the producers of the United States that
they will suffer from competition with
cotton produced by irrigation in Russian
Asia, India, China, or clsewhere. ‘The
population of the globe outside of Asia
is about 700,000,000, or haif the total of
the world, and it is increasing at the rate
of about 1} per cent per annam, or over
10,000,000 a year, while the consumption
of cotton goods is augmenting in 8
much greater ratio. Hence, there s, no
canse for the slighteat apprehension that
Russia can ever produce encugh cotton
to interfere with the demand for the
Ameriecan fiber."

But it must be remembered that in
Russia engineering, both ecivil and
military, has heen made a special
study under government patronage. In
this department Russia iz abreast of
any country in Europe, and probably
in America. Russian engineers know
best what the resources of Central Agla
are. They koow what the available
water supply for irrigation may be. It
is mo criterian to take what has been
done in India or China In the way of
cotton ralsing, because in these coun-
tries the method fn use 3000 years ago
still prevails. If Russia goes into the
cotton raising, she will do so with
all the improved appliances of mod-
ern times. Bhe has an official,
perhaps a dozen of them, npow in this
country studying economic guestions
in general, and cotton raising in par-
ticular. With that vast country enter:
ing the Industrial field against
England and the United States, some
startling developments may be expect-
ed in the near future. Russia isalready
the great transatlantic wheat producing
country of the world. Her wheat
competes with that of the United
States in the English markets. Will
her cotton drive that of this country
out of Europe? It looks as if the an-
swer will soon come in the shape of a
practical affirmative.

-

THE GREAT AFRICAN EXPLORER.

DyrinNg the last two days Henry M.
Stanley, the celebrated African ex-
plorer, has heen the chief centre of at-
traction in this city. In consequence
of the interest in his personality being
as great perhaps as in his leeture, the
facts embodied In whieh areall pub-
lished, the Theatre was packed from
“ipit to dome.”?

We have read quite a number of de-
scriptions of Mr. Btanley, some of
which were the reverseof comnpliment-
ary, while others weré fair, but none
have been particularly detailed. Doubt-
less he was keenly serutinized last
night, as most people have a great curi-
osity for seeing mnnlable characters.



