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-ocpasion was a qusint Jookioe old flag
made (o represent Lhe flug describey jo
the mptobiograpby of Parley P£. Pratt
when he maude hie escape [rom prison
where be bad been conflued for over
elght months by bis enemles in
Columbia, Buune county, Mo, Juiy
4,1839.

Apthe time mentioned, P, P, Pran
in bis sutoblograpby ssyi: ‘'‘The
Fourtb ol July dawned upon us wilh
hope and expeolalion. Whiie the town
sng nsllon were aiive with the buetle
ol puparallon for the celebration ur
the American jubiiee, and «while gauoe
were firing v 4 Dusic gounding with-
oul, omf prison presented s eoene of
!u;cely lees 11 @ and cheerfulness, for
we were slso jrepsflog to do proper
honore (o the dsy. We baid prevailed
on the keepel Lo furnisb us, with a Juuy
pole, on which to euspend a flag, anu
alyo with some red Btripes oi olotb.

We then tlore & eoirt o pileces
sod took the body ol it
lor lbe ground worx of a flay,
forming Wwith the red otrips o

cloth an eagly and the word *Liberiy”
1o large dectere. Tbie fude flag of reu
apd white was seepended ob the pole
from (he priron winduw, direotly In
frout of the public equure unu c.ort
bouse, sbd composed one ol the great-
eat atirsctions of the duy. Hunureds
ol the people (rom tbe covnlry, ae well
nw vijllagers wbu Wwere there at ibe
celobratioo, would cume up and stare
aL the flag, apd resdiog the motlo,
wonid g0 swesaling or isuchinz away,
explaimliog, ‘'Lnberty! Liberty! Wbal
bave 1he Mormone lo g, wilh owlebrat-
ing liberty io a demned old prlsvn?”
Bul nntwilhatnuulng their bilarious
eluculatlons. the escape from thal
Ureary ofd priren wag made LLat very
day while this improvised flag ot
hperty still  floated  to  freedum’s
breezes (rom tbe window ol that ald
Migsgur! jal), procisimiog liberty tu
the victlim 0} mobocratic bereay,

The sudress of weloome by Parley
P. Pratt wae luterestlsg and paibeli,
a p rtlon of whnich in briel ran aboul

&8 JolloWE:

s+ 4 ¢ presjdent of thile rennion, 1 bid
Fou uil & bearty welcome to our family
vatnering'® All _bsil to ithis year ol
Piopeer Jululeel I bad greatly de-
sired to meet with you ang give o
¢agh onu » personsl kludiy greeting;
but ap my Hesvenly Father bhus sul«
tered me Lo be brougbt down, uat this
time {0 the portais of ueatb, 1 shal
by ve 1o be satlafied to write from =
slce couch B few Droken sentences or
lhougbie, 88 tLbey may be suggested Lo
me by toe Holy 8p.rit. I feel thank-
fu) that I heve been born of goodiy
parepte, 8nd Lbat my lot bas been
cast amoug 8 God-fesriog, illustrions
reople. I leel tbansful that my e
has peen spaled [0 see Lhis auspiclous
vear uf Ploueer Jublles. I am o ali
sympatby with toeee tamily rennluns,
apd take | leasule in contributing my
mite lur their succewr. This sbouly
be s time flor tbe Interchange or
thought, a day of rejolciog, a day long
10 be remembered. Ibese walls pbouly
reronnd witn ofalory, wilh mosic and
with epnee of praise aod lbhunkegiviog,
uptii every bearl 16 sojtened und made
glad.

“] waa born Marcb 25, 1837, at
Kirtlupyu, @, Boon sfter my mother
dieg, Wihile bejng reared by otner
hande, MY fatber for consclunce make,

ucder & wagon,

Joy ln & *uungeon bound In cusloe;’?
maxiog his escape from prison, he
fled to Nauvoo, My early boyuood
wus spenl .in Nusuveo. 1 was ac-
quainted with tne Pr.phet Joesph
cmib aod bls brother Hyrum, aod [
nave never nad, uuting my lile, »
doupt in regard te tueir giviue mir-
#slon. When eight Fears old I was
vaptized lo the Misasslppi river by my
Uuctle Orson Pract.

“Owing to tne spirit of political and
religlone 1ntolerance, my Iather avo
tamily, with many thousanis of Lhe
dainte, igciuding wmyself, Hled from
Nauv,0. We orossed the Misesiasipul
river oo Ilce, 1n February, 1846. Iu
oar pilgrimage to the West tnrougn
itbe wilderness ol lowa, under the
{eanership ot Brigbem Youpng, we
euffsred many hardebips aud priva-
tlvne. We had snow, bhail sod sleer,
thuonder, iigoniolug & d torrentws of
ru.n, belog ofteved urenched to tbe
akiu, Have olten swakened in the
viguol, woen slesping iuv B teuwl, . T
and fuund mysel
fayl: g In poole of water. BSpent fue
Jdreafy wlioter of 1848 anu 1847 ac
Winler Qiarters, on the wsnk uf the
wuddy Miesourl, woen for the want
0! lhe necersalivs o1 lile, many of Lbe
Jalusie died wilh ecurvy aend lever.
Muarivn Brauy sbDu myeel! werethe
‘‘cow boye’” of the camp &l Winter
Quarters 1o the spring of 1847, The
Umaba Indiage being nostile at times,
whnen we welfeout in toe rolliog hilis
wlih our opw#, Lhey won d take & suot
at ue witn tbeir bows and arrows., At
ope lime an arcow slfuckE io a buwsbh
wne of lwWo feel froiD my perijon,

"I was present lo Winter QQuarters
woup lue yreat Piooeer company was
organized, snd :aw thewm slart oul
Aprib 5, 1847, ynder the leacersnip o:
Brignam Yyung, ou toeir perflous
juuruey noruss Loe plalos. Byme wevke
jater toree thousand Sslpls snd about
six hundred waygous lolluwed In the
wike uf the Plupeer:; Apostie Jobn
lsylor snd my hoaored fatber naving
tbe general supervision ol these fleoy
compsnies uf emigrating pllgrims. The
Journey aprot 8 Lbe plelos Lo Lne lalbDer
ahJ mother ju Lerael wae for the most
puil one of trial, baraship and sacri-
tiov; to the Yyoung mien sod maldens,
tne ‘darkest clvude’ bad thelr '*silver
linlng.” Toetrip o we, 88 8 young
hoy, uitbough sorely vexed al times,
way one oI Joteresl, woovelly rod
pltasure. 28 the oampe ol Zoon
wended their way towuarde ¢he’ land ol
promise, duily ew scsnes bursl upon
our view, and pow and again we
wouid meet the bunter and Lrspper or
a band of Indiane deckey wilh besds,
ornsments anud fealuers. The Dovelly
aty bustie of oamp |l &, \the velghluy
ol the borse, the lowing of the cuws
with Lheir younyg calves, the deer,
solejope wnd buflajo sod fiooks o)
wild geese, the chase, aDJ the crack ot
tne bunter’: rifle, the 17esb fsbh frum
tne sngler*s hook, tne vest pialoe az d
sunburat hills, the rochke, rills ang
vave:; the Joow tree by the way Bside,
the cutv epricg, tne oasis in the deser!,
the Iodisn wickiup anu grave, the
wiid fl ,wers, sod Jemzbiog collaren,
the prajrie fires and moonlignt nigbts,
ihe bhowhnyg wolves and ecreephlng
night owli; the toepired Habbato ad.
drees snd =ung ol Zion, ali Hiled my
young beart wilh deilgut and ipspira-
tiun.

“Heing provided, by my father,with

—

& gooJd [mdisn pony, my boy com-
panions and mysell, drove Qows most
of the way auroes tue Plains. We
Jdrove vowo Lhrough (be mouth oi
Emigration Canyon, wbere we ol &
full vlew ol the valley, Bept. 28, 1847.
fo my voyleb dresms [ bad isncled
we were comlug to » chole= lnng; o a
isna «f Umter, graer, floweirs aca
gorgling spri. gl but woen [ saw the
parocbed svll, the atkill beds, the Bage-
urusn plajo, the larve black crioKwels,
snd balf starved I[ndlaws, my beart
841 & WwWithin me, sod [ el we bad
oome tu & land of desolation, lustend of
to w Isna of promise. How tbankfual
we should be for ¢ur mouolaln bome,
10r the Liyrd nas chabnzed tbe dassers
fnto a frultinl fleld.

“I nave bevn acquainted with the
leadlug men of the Cbhurob of Jerw3
Cbrist of Latter-iny Balpis wli my
Iite; with the Prophet Jusepb Bwmitu, .
wilh Lhat great and goodd wman Brig-
osmw Youcrg, toe Avustie and Pioneer;
with Heber C. Kimoall, George A,
Smith, Junn Tayior, J.wepn Youne,
Orson Pratr, Erasiue Sgow, Pariey P,
Pratt, snd cut venersble President
Wilford. Woodrufl, whose Iite is atitl
apared to Jead Lsrael. Toete Duigbiy,
nerolo, eelf-sacrificlng, Gouiearing
men, with othere, have laid the foun-
datlon, unaer God, of 8 theoorscy
wijch is to endure for time apd all
eternity. It is expected Lhat the sons
snu Jagghiers of toeee early Pioneers
ui relivive and the American deeert
wili bulld upon toe fouudation lald by
their parente, until the eartb snall be
redeemed and jman snall be placed
upon B bhigher plane ol lnlellectunl,
moral and spirilual prograes.

For the benefli more especlully of
the young, I desire to reler ts an Mem
of bistory 10 my (ather?’s }ife never be-
fore published. ia the iall uf 1858 my
futher was etrichen yuvwn wilh sick-
oese, and sald te Lis Iamily gathered
around him: My tim= hae gome lo
die,’* when Prelident BrigbamY oung,
H. ¢ Kimopall tou vtheis came to bia
nedelde and said, '*Brotner Parley, we
panuot spafe you, we desire lo nave
you live to seeist us in tbhe work of the
Liord,*” wben ne repiied, **Pray for me
tnat | may be healed, and tnat my life
may be prolo.ged.”” Tuey toen ad-
mipistersd to wim and he recovered
rapidly, sod speat the wi.ler in
prespbing through the seltlements,
[n the fillowing spring, 18567, e was
wenl on & mivslon to tbe siates, and

ujed es8 B maliyr in fultiimeut of
propbecy.
Oa Friaay, July 23rd, 1897, con-

Unuation of the Praww Family Re-
unjon was beld st Liberty Park,
whelre a mosl. enjoyable timo wus
spunt ju tne fartner acquuslutsnge,
pionloing and frollcing torough the
park. [¢ wae ¢p lmated that Lbere
were beiween three and fuur hundred
reiatlves and friends prezent upvn lols
vooselop, Au autograph record wauas
provided {u wbion about 250 slgna-
tures werlse obtained. Thie record will
4/80 oonlain [oe minutes 6nd LDe pro-
veedings of lbe (wo daye’ mesllnge of
the Pratt familiee, Auotuer very in-
lerestng fealure ol t{Be OCDiBlOn Was
tne wearlng of a esuveblr badge
by tue relatives and members of
the tamtly. Tberew badges Were
made of elli ribbon Je Jubilee g.lors
upon which waa beantliuily loscrived
the ola Englisth Pratt coat of sarmas



