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LETTER FROM NEW ZEALAND

come over to macedonia and help
us was the inesmessagesage delivered tote paul
in a vision

A telegraphic messagemeesage of a similar
import recently summoned the elders
laboring in the vicinity of wellington
to the bouth island an aged maori
woman was sicknick and desired baptism
elders B goddard and BR G meikle
accordingly embarked on the jenquin
at wellington and steamed across cook
straits the first port of call was the
smallemail town of fifty three miles
iromfrom wellington situated on queen
charlotte sound the soundbound is quite
narrow extending inland about twelve
miles and the picturesque little town
is completely shut in by the forest oladclad
hills after a few hours rest the
journey is continued the signal for
departure being given at midnight
most of the passengers had retired to
rest some in hopes of avoiding the in-
evitable consequences of a sea voyage
the beautifultul intricacies of french
ponpass were hiddenbidden from them by sombre
darkness and only the rushing of the
waterswater could be heard as the jenquin
sailed through the narrow pass se
ing de urville island from the main-
land emerging irom their bunks in
the morning the passengers perceived
that they were nearing their des-
tinationti the town of nelson
to situated at the head of blind
bay and steamers can only reach
the wharf during high tide as the
water tois shallow A lighthouse has
been erected on a bank of boulders
chic extends seven miles moroea the
bay nelson has a population of about
seveneven thousand and claims to be locat-

ed on one of the most fadore I1 portions
of the globe its colleges and hospitals
will rank with the finest in the colony
its i seive and numerous church
buildings indicate that all denomina-
tions are well represented and in the
center of the town the salvation army
has erected large and substantial bar-
racks the town supports two daily
newspapers and hashae telegraphic com-
municationmuni cation with the north

while visiting the town the news
of Clev elands victory was flashed
across the cable

pawingpassing through the botanical oargar
dens and ascending zigzag hill a fine
view of the city tois obtained wit i its
orchards and huphop gardens the raising
of hops is an important industry in the
vicinity the residents also take great
pride in cultivating flower gardens

and many of these are elaborately and
tastefully laid out

the native land court waswaa ioin session
and consequently largelare numbers of
maorislaoris were met on the streets who
had come from all partsparti to have their
land claims adjudicated

As the elders were strolling through
the streets on the morning of their ar-
rival they were espied by a maori
member of the church who imme-
diately called a cab and sent them to
hisbis temporary residence A number of
tl embers of the church were met there
and soon the visitors were comfortably
quartered arrangements were at
onoeonce made for holding meetings and
quite a number were waiting to hearbear
the truth two days after the elders
arrived the prince of wales birthday
wa celebrated as usual with a na-
tional holiday courts were close J
business suspended and the whole
community turned out merrymaking
races galas picnics and various other
sports were indulged in by the citi-
zens

the latter day saints endeavorendeavoredod to
spend the time more profitably ser-
vices commenced at 7 in the
morning during the forenoon a
meeting was held and the rooms were
too small to accommodate all who de-
sired to hear we truth after meeting
eighteen names of candidates were
handed in for baptism and the sacred
rite was performed by one of the elders
during the noon recess in the after-
noon another meeting was held and
much of the time was occupied con-
firming the members and blessingbleesing
children after supper three cottage
meetings were held in various parts of
the town with the members

such earnest efforts to spread
the truth naturally aroused opposi-
tion and our salvation army friends
mustered in strong force on the streets
and denounced the mormonscormonsMor mons thearmy is quite strong in nownew zealand
having many barracks and citadels
and a host of good beggars they are
not favorable to having the gospel
preached without money or price and
the subject of mormonism is18 a pleasant
diversion for them archdeacon
grace a fluent maori speaker and
church of england minister held
evening meetings with the maorislaoris
and endeavored to counteract the good
work by misrepresenting the saints
sudand misinterpreting the scriptures
he was somewhat non when
the mormon elders introduced them-
selves and quickly excused himself

the following day the RevebevereneBeverenarenu
gentleman circulated a maori leaflet
containing the old spaulding story of
the book of mormon this spread
the news and the elders were soon
well known objects of interest and
curiosity on the streets with both

and laorismaoris two days later
fifteen more candidatescandidate were led into
the baltai river and there baptized
for the remission of their sins the day
following was the sabbath and a large
hall waswaa engaged for religious services
meetings were holdheld in the morning
and afternoon and at the last meeting
a larlargege number of europeans wewerere
present the principles of the gospel
were clearly jet forth and testimonies
were borne to the truth of the latter
day work after meeting a number of
europeans remained to learn more of
the strange doctrines and much time
was spent lais refuting slanders
and presenting the truth A great
desire was expressed that another
visit be paiddaid to nelson in the near
future

the following day monday the
eleldersders secured seats on the mail coach
torfor large num-
ber of the saints assembled to bid them
good bye and on almost every street
corner laorismaoris were assembled to wave
their handkerchiefs and bid haere ra
to the pierservantswants of god

A ride of thirty five miles through the
oft described picturesque scenery of
nownew zealandzealandaZea landsIs hillsbills and vales and
the passengers slightalight at the maori pa
tote horahera only a few members of the
church were at home but a profitable
visit was paid to them the sick were
administered tolo and blessed and five
moremere baptisms were attended to after
a few days rest the return journey
was commenced via havelockHav elook and
blenheim the former is a small town
situated on pylorus soundbound blenheim
Isid located on the large and fertile
plains of kairau and lieis situated at the
junction of the and opals
rivers it has a population of about

people and its business houses
are well patronized by a scattered pop-
ulation in the adjacent country
blenheim is connected with the port
of picton by railroad the distance
heing eighteen miles our travelerstravelerl
reached picton again in time to board
the penjuin at I1 a m for wellington
feeling thankful that the blessings of
the lord had attattendeeendea them
on their trip during their
short tour thirty eight members
were added to the church ton chil
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