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rtdJ c'om ciov trn ,ixocaBut it was not so clear who vr$rs the
forgcrrt ThereTwas gatYtoittcf 7elk
Cor .the hr;ed prisoner; xnluistdexi; there
in the felon's dock, charged with a crime
of which those-wh- knew him most in-

timately believed him to be most inca--
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pable fThi was shown i.a AotlchlnJ
manner--o y too appearunco vy uis Biue
in thedock of that distinruLshed miil--

tary offleer Sir Charles X'AlbIac, the
- I S Ai. J - w

then commanocx 01 tne-iorc- cs in are-lan-d,

who cam a ovtr expressly; to testify
to his belief in the character of his friend
The trial lasted for several days: add
da'3yjLLffyvai daly ai the prisoner was
placed at the bar, tne gran a oia soiaier
in ahe tnio spirit of chivalry, took his
side. Ills appearance could not but have
its, effect upon the Jury; and beside',
while the evidehce'W&s full and precise
as to the forgery, and while it went far
to lmniicftte omeotaermemDen oi me
Drlsoncr's family in suspicious dealings"
Willi tho fortuneteller, thjcrt rwfcoth- -
ing to militate against the idea that the
prisoner himself was the dupe of clever
er and less acrapnloPsLf its than his own
The verdict was given in that spirit.
The Jury found that the documents re-
lied on were palpable forgeries: but they
acquitted the prisoner of all guilty
knowledge of them as forgeries. When
the prisoner heard this Verdict. which,
while It "cleared" his" moral character,
shattered all the hopes of honor and dig-
nity sbo had entertained, ijiaiaregave
way. and he fell fainting into the arms
of his friend.' The prisoner was there-
fore set free, but the documents on
which the trial had turned were im-

pounded and In the following year an
action of reduction' was brought Upon
the service of heirship, which he had
obtained in the previous year. This was"
in lbCO, and from that time the matter
had slept till a few months ago, when
the son of Mr. Alexander proposed to
carry on tho appeal in the House of
Ijords, against the decree of reduction in
the Court of Session.- - which had bccn
given notice of thirty years before, but
never prosecutea till now. ills claim
was admitted. And tho case was .heard:
but the case on Its own merlta'was 'alto-
gether untenable, and the appeal was
dismissed with costs, we may there
fore assume that now at least we have
heard the last of the claim to the Earl
dom of Stirling, and the semi-roy- al pri
viieges across the Atlantic London
ttcolrman.
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The Ilotiso of Lord j, sitting as a Court
of ADDeal. have Anally disposed of a
case which has troubled the CoarU of
Law In B?otlaud with more or less of

iluterraptioa for tlie Lm'.tblrtjr years,
and which, in lomoof its phases, pre-
sent circumstances as romantlo as any
of those that are to bo found in the
French causrs cttcbrts. The Scottiih
earldom of Btirllng, which" was created,
we believe, In the reign of ; Charles I.,
and which was endowed by that mon- -

equal in extent to a 1'u rope an kingdom,
together with the prlTilege of granting

'patents and creating dignities, each as
are Cualir. considered .to be aacred to

. royalty alone, Is now finally citin- -
The title, indeed, has-bee- n

SuUhed. for many years or rather it
has been in thai semi-vit- al slate in
which a person lays claim to it without

'havtotr (be power 'to-- make his' title
good; while at the same time, he Is al-

lowed to assert it because do one has an
interest la disputing his Claim. .More
than one of , the old i historic titles bf

. Scotland hare thus fallen into abeyance
and hay e been picked up and worn,
with more or leas genuine belief In their
own right, by dndirldualsof the hum
blest rank. Onr readers will no doubt
be familiar with the story told by Hugh
Miller, of the hodman In Edinburgh,
who claimed to be the lineal descendant
of the liarla of Crawfurd, and whose as
sertion was admitted, .wmie.it waa
ridiculed by the masons, who delighted
to call him. John. Eari of Crawfurd
and Llndiiy, bring me another.xiod of
lime1 The claimants or ineiiriuom
of Stirling bad not fallen so low In the
iximi mir liio cuntxnjy, mey nau
wealth and wealthy friends, and it was
their determination to bring their right.not to the title only, but to the more
than semi-roy- al rights conferred on that
title by the Sovereign, to the decisions
of the courts of 'law, that first moved
the Crown to interfere and1 remove the
Investigation of the case from the civil
to the criminal courts from an investi
gation of the pedigree of the claimant
to an accusation tnattne principal uocu-ments- on

which he res ted his claim were
arrant forgeries.

The documents on which the claimant
rested his title were of a singular char
acter, and they had as singular sv his
tory. They had been procured - in
France through the medium of a for
tune-telle- r, who was of great notorietyin Paris in her day, and whom the wife
of the claimant had gone to consult
about the chances of the success of i her
husband's claim. Long and mysterious
communings ioojc place between them;the lisue of which was that the Parisian

"sybil, not only predicted speedy and
uriiitan&'Buecess, dui Tendered more
substantial and worldly aid by furnish-
ing documents which, ifgenuine, placedthe reality of hi title beyond doubt.
These documents were produced in the
Court of Session; and the natural conse-
quence was, that on the face of them he
was served heir to the title. Cut on
their production, strong doubts of their
genuineness sprung up in the minds if
toe law omeers of the Crown, who, of
coursa, watcnea witn a jealous eye the
progress of a suit that was to place a
subject on a level with the sovereign In
granting of patents and creating digni-ties in a portion of her dominions.
Secret and searching inquiries were eet
on foot in Paris; and enough light was
thrown on the transactions to induce
the Lord Advocate of the day to indict
Mr. Alexander, the claimant of the case,
before the High Court of Justiciary, for
the crime of forgery;-Th- e documents
that were brought forward to establish
the claim were now used to demonstrate
bis crime; and many witnesses were

; brought from France to testify, not onlyto the spuriousnessof the documents,but also to the manner in which the
.forgeries had been manipulated.One piece ofevldence was remarkable
for the subtlety, precision and fulness
with which forgery was shown in a cast
where at first sight there seemed to be
no possibility of fraud. It was an old
map of the Can ad aa, drawn , at. a. time

. France, and which, It was averted; had
been in the posaeaioa of Louis XIV.
This was evident, for on the back of it

o wjibicji sumo muvxa - oy iue
Klng-- own hand in reference to Cana-
da, aud the adjoining; Knglbh provincesof Nova Scotia. The - map, indeed,seemed to have passed through the
hands of all the Paris celebrities of that
period, for not only had the King Scrib-
bled on the back of It, but Bousact, Ma-sari- n,

and. Indeed, the whole Court eir?
cle had followed the royal - exampleAnd, what was still more remarkable.
tne notes 01 every ono 01 mexxx bore re
ference in one rorm or other to the tx
tensive rights in North America, grant
ed by the charter 'of... tho-Kurli-

ah

monarch to the earldomof Stirling. The
map purported to do executed iu a given
year by an engraver who styled himself
uiuuiA&cr iw iuo 4viu. do tar an was
clear. 1 1 was curious that all these roy
al or courtly peroiXAv should havo. ma
full a knowledge X-t- rights of the
Stirling ramiiy. ana anouia tanc so
much interest in their fortuue: but
Tlauslble reasons were clvcn .why they
should do so; and it was impossible tb
prove tne negative." uut or this com-
paratively solid And compact evidence,the ingenuity of the Crown lawyersculled the meansof Its complete de
struction, and tho tearing to tatters of
tne wnoic cieveny constructetlcyldencoin tbo case. was, broughtfrom the oiUce of the French archrvee In
Paris, who proved that at the date of tha
map. as given In the margln. the ecgra- -
ver uui not enjoy the uua or xxxap-mak- rr

to the King, and that he did not attain
that honor until coruo years afterwards,
Jn tbo following reign. To ciplaln tho
discrepancy that was thus apparcnt be-- ;wn tne uue anu uu uate, im witnessstated that it was common in France, a
we believe It is In this country also, to
engrave on the plate from-- which the
map is printed -- every new honor; to
"which the cn graver &tt5jnst'hammerlhg
out, it need be. any previous honor he
rnay Have held, but not altering" more
than U necessary; and especially leavingtiiat or the year wba the .pl&. was
engraved untouched.. Thus it was
plain to demonstration that the particu-lar copy of the map on which the priso-ner relied could not possibly have he-- n

printed until the engraver had nttnJnedthe office which it cextliled; and It was
clearly proved that at -- that date aU theIllustrious persons who had written--their comments on its back bad beenioc dead: ' The tvidencu irtJl tcacltf- -
slve. the fnrrrnr tvlniKTrt'

Mr
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