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thathauthatt the polygamy law of 1862
just declared constitutional by thesupreme Court shall not take effect

1 until after the passage of such
F amnesty act eo as to avoid the

making of outcasts of the women
midand of the childrenjorfibornhorn since then in this the
women are right to enforce the
polygamy act of 1862 would make
outcasts of every mormon married
woman and render every child
born illegitimate which would ibethe
auanevilevil worse than polygamy it-
self letlot the act take effect hromfrom
the date of itsita being declared con-
stitutional and so baveeave the women
and children
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STAKE conference

at the quarterly conferenceConfer erice of the
tooele stake of zion was hold atalgrantsvilleGrantsville city saturday and
sunday january and
1879

saturday morning 10 a m
on the stand of the council of

the twelve apostlesApostiealea 0 C richbich
and J F smith patriarch john
smith the presidency and patri

of the stake the bishops of
the various wards and others

after singing and prayer the
meeting was addressed by patri-
arch john emithsmith followed by bi-
shops IV JP MomEdward hunterjrnna and jaJ C sharp reporting the
condition of thelttheir wards

after which bro williamvilliam leeteepresident of the indian missiongave ita report of the condition af0
the indiansindiana under hishia charge heintroduced to the meeting an in
dian familiarly known as Anteloanteioantelopepdjack who spoke a fawfew minutes in
his own language bishis remarremarks were
interpreted by broere lee which
showed good feelings and aadesdesiredesineinelnefre
to do right

in the afternoon bishop ni BRtuttle reported the condition odthe
Ttooele city ward

president P MMIlymaniymantyman thonthen pre-
sented the gegeneral authorities of
the church and of the tooelethoele
stake all of whom were unani-
mouslymolmot T V audand vax emarwar I1 0 inere societieseg X

I1 and briprimarym y associations
throughout ththe stake will holdnold a

conferenceconference in tooelethoele city afion sat-
urday andhud sunday the and athth
of february 1879

bishop george W burridge who
chadhad just arrived reported the con-
dition of the st johnsjohnbjohn-a ward after
which a most interesting discourse
was dellydeilydeliveredered by elder CL Ccrichbichrich

notice of a meeting was giyen to
convene at half past 6 pm for the
benefit ofbf the Y M M 1I associa-
tions

A
throughout the stake I1

on bundaySunday morning the meeting
housebouee was filled to its utmostost capa-
citya with quite a number in the
vestry afteralter the preliminary ex-
ercises blabolbishop 11 martin gave a
report of thathe lakeitkaview ward fo-

llowed with short addresses by
james ure john patri-
arch john smith elderelden J F
smith occupied the rest of tlethe time
for the morning meeting princi-
pally on the subject hovhonhoweaveyve know
that this is the kingdom ofk godgodi

vf rpm in
t 21 anat prayerfrayer ttthe sesac

rhuerlueramerametut gamwaa administered the
meeting was then addressed by
elder C C bichrich avdayd presidentplesPiesident F
M lyman whose remarksailes yverewelo
replete with wisdom a
sel of a kind not soon to beke forgot-
ten president F Mmr lyman then
announced the conference would
be adjourned until ththe lastjast safar
day and sunday in april
i patriarchPatrfarchlarch john smith pronounc-
ed the benedictbenedictionloneione this closed one
of the bestbeat and most interesting

a conferences ever held in tooelethoele
county

at the closecloge of the meeting the
brethren drove to tooele city and
attended meeting there at half
past 6 p m when eldeeideelderseidersra 6C 0

and JFJ F smithemith again ad-
it dressed a jargelarge congregation
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afteraate perusingelutingT
i

the late unique
ar decision of thatthai august body theunited states supreme courtcour onatueititheio constitutionality ot the poly-

gamy act of 62 recliningning on myaay
couch I1 was musingmusing on the subject
andjaud wondering what thatthai eminentsagecage the renowned framer of thee
declaration of independence would
think were he cognizant how
those notable utterances in behalf
of civil and religious liberty would

be misconstrued and applied to
strike and undermine the very root
of the bamesame my thoughts reverted
to thattha Vearlyearly period in our beloved
countcountrryslys history which tried
mens boulssouls when the infant re-
public wasvas feebly struggling for
existence in order that a broad and
firm foundation might be laid for
the fullest exercise of civil and reli-
gionsglogio s liberty and where the op-
pressed of all nations might find an
mylum where they could worship
god according to the dictates of
their own conscience not only
merely believing butbat having the
right to practise their belief grad-
ually I1 became oblivious tot 0 sur-
rounding objects and I1 seemed to
be in a vast hall of statues 21

sacred to the memory of the patri-
otic loundersfounders of the republic inan alcovealcover in darlan
marble surmounted on a lofty
pedestal and who seemed to beite
the preppresidingiding genius was visible
the majestic form and benign coun-
tenance of the father of his coun-
try as I1 had often seen and admir-
ed it in reality in my youth
in the capitol of the oidold bay
state interspersed and grouped
among the doric columns thatthai sup-
ported the dome other forms ap-
peared here was the bold john
hancock who first flung down the
gauntlet and hurled defiance at
foreign tyranny here the eloquent
and impassioned patrick henry
yonder the gallant and youthful
warrenwarrenj who fell on bunkers
height and others of the heroic
dead statesmen warriors andaud
sages whose names gild the page of
raibut countrys history beneath
them blazonedemblazonedem in letters of bur-
nished gold recorded their
mighty deeds and glowing wowordswordarde

suddenly my gaze was riveted
on one peerless form who held in
hisbis hand a scroll on which in cha-
racters of bold in som-
bre hue were traced these ever
memorable words

JtVi for my country when
I1 remember that god is just

THOMAS JEFFERSON

while I1 pondered the vision was
withdrawn querQuery nwWaa it ati
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ladienLADIEWLADIESladles MASS MEETING AT
CEDAR CITY

CEDAR CITY
january 1879

editors deseret newenews
christmas and new years holi-

days have passedpass-ed with all their
charms the hearts ofbf the old and
young have been made glad by
MCImclsociabilityability peace and plenty

i
we

had again settled down tto0 thetiie rou-
tine of country life when the an-
nouncementno of a ladies mass
meeting fell upon your correspo-
ndents ears the of january
was the day appointed II11I1 had de-
terminedtermined teto be there A chielchiei

them notes and was
duly granted that privilege my
curiosity expanded into astonish-
ment when F entered the inelnemeetingetingeling
house it was full of ladies old and
young with whom I1 had beenbeeri pacc

norfor the last 20 or SO yeayenyearbyearsrs
the meeting was organ-
ized with its president and secre-
tary I1

business began with the presi-
dent explaining the reason of their
meeting that petition and

circular letter ofor thothe ladiesladled of
saltbait lake cityCityentsent teto washing-
ton and to all ministers ofdf the
gospel throughout the land wasas I1

read here a shortabort lull happened
I1 cast my eyes oyerover the assembly tr
saw polygamists polygamist chil-
dren and grandchildren who hadbad
themselves become momotherstheirs as48 po-
lygamistlygamist wives there were nu-
merous nnonon polygamistslatsfats some
of them were english and
although they could not
boastonboast ot sires and who
had fought for american liberty
they could tell of their ancestors in
I1quite as noble a cause they were
the descendants of forefatherforefathersif viwhoho
had been persecuted and murdered
in cold blood for daring to worship
god according to the dictates of
their own consciences under the
influence of greater light and know-
ledge and who likeilke the pilgrim
fathers left the shores of england
for the sole purpose of worshippingwor
almighty god in peace they
soughtbought protection under the ample
foldsdolds of the Alneamericanrican flag in this
land of freedom the asylum of the

I1 oppressed of all nations where their
orisons of praise could ascend to the
lord of undisturbed by the

bigoted and agnoraignorantnt phariseesPharisees of
their native land

judge of their surprise when the
petition was with calm

resolution and dignified courtesy
they maintained the heaven ojbornn
right of worshippingshippingwor god according
to the dictates of their own con-
science as the constitution of
our country provides they
said they hadbad crossed the mighty
deep the almost trackless
desert to these mountain
viivilvalleysleysleyb whose sterile lands were
pronounced unfit for cultivation
they went to work with a will
undundererthethe most disheartening cir-
cumstancescum stances and helped their ilushus
banditobands to build houses subdue the
land and create around them
the comforts of life peace and
plenty crowned their efforts the
blemingblessing of god was upon them il-
licit intercourse with allsilliii11 Usits mncon
commit ant evils were unknown
until monogamous civilization
made its appearance in our midst
Is this what you would give us in
exchange for innocence virtue and
purity they did not want itIL
they believed in having
of their own choice whether mar-
ried or single in being honorable
mothers in the pealing ordinances
of gods housebouse and in the law ofbf
sarahsarab if persecuted for this they
would do as their fathers did be-
fore them they would if neces-
sary hide their husbands in the
moors and mosses the mountains
and glens of their adopted homes
they would teach their children to
outshine their fathers neldand with
them earn their own bread trusting
in god for the result they had
no means to spend on lawyers
they perceived it was the design
of those cormorants of society joto
fleece the honest p care
they for polygamy since the year
18201620 they have tried to strangle the
truth

belief without practice is the ad-
vice of our chief justice minis-
ters of thu gospel god save the
mark tell us the same wevve know
better and if the social condition
of the america people be disturb-
ed by our bus practicesebsess it
must be to better ltvit worseovae they

0oo00 rnar Vcw
give childrenchildrenreh to the world that
would be as abraham isaac and
jacob sarahsarab rebecca and bachelracheli

and hosts of others to grace and
dignify the earth with virtue and
purity this and much more were
the sentiments expressed by this
band of determined women whose
motto is the kingdom of god or
nothing i

yours respectfully

argart

Ualkel csefai butbat not finierenter
ghegho interminable army

jbell about giltilatae comcam
huandermandellain uhler why congress
hlllV gilIII noanot panapasa unetho bilybill moremoro nangnanbaa

bills before llethe gwotiro houses
washington jan 1876

editors aws

just at present there igIs very lit-
tle to write about from washing-
ton congress is occupied with
bills and debates that are the re-
verse of interesting and exciting
except to the special classes they
affect of course they affect all in-
directly through taxation but the
american citizen lais in the habit of
paying bishis taxes doggedly when
he cannot avoldavoid them indifferent
as to how much money goesgots to the
disabled andhud pensioned veterteterveteranailarl or
to improve the naMnavigationgation of the
north fork of little muddy bunrun
the army bill is a tolerably live
subject I1 but this bill sopo popular
when I1itI1 was first I1introduced and
which almost all parties agreed had
excellent features it is feared hhabhasa
been already killedhilled by prepro legisla
tive discussion I1 believe that one
ofbf the greatest objections to the
bill is the great authority it conconfersfers
on the unpopular general of the ar-
my gen sherman is the antithesis
of grant in that behe talks and talks
ifgen grant must be called the
silent sagaciousus inmanan then
general shermbhermanshermanan is thethe noisy
loquacious man not that he
does not talk well and convincing-
ly

ng
but he is devoid of magnetmagnetismin I1

and while his ability is conceded
he is not loved either in or out of
the army the american world
sees andanti hears too much of him he
is too conspicuously ubiquitous ifit
hebe would only fold himself bithisia his
military cloak and affect the trick
of mystery hohe might go down to

posterity asad a great man and have ha
bronze equestrian monument in
which he would beibe almost as
ioto as the horse but general sher-
man prefers to enjoy the present
rather than posterity his motto
is vivo dum vivo9 so he talks inces-
santly is the hero of a thousand in-
terviewstertenviews writes letters and books
dances at public ballsbalis occupies the
most conspicuous box in the thea-
tre the most prominent seat
on the platform when henry
ward beecher lectures until
the army congress and the
people begin to feel that the
commander in chief has lost novel-
ty and digndignityitys has in short be
come vulgar when the czar of
russia asked the first napoleon atut
a ball in parisiparis if it would be pru-
dent forhamfor him to dance with a popu-
lar actress the french emperor
told himhira to dance if he wished to
read comments of hiahis salBal per-
formanceformance in allali the parisbaris papers
the czar kept out of the paperpapers but
the newspaper penalty would not
deter gen sherman eleeiehe would
have his dance

perhaps the only way in which a
real reform can be effecteda reform
that will change the top 9
of the army and reduce the dis-
proportion of one officer to every
five men will be to elect a congress
that has no desire for a second
term every member has the rightnight
to nominate one cadet to west
point this is one of hlahia perquisites
the son of the most influential con-
stituent in hlhis district gets the
nomination in this way the M
0 strengthens his own political
fortune and to a certain extent
insuresinsurer hirhishi r it is expect-
ing too much of human naturebaturo to
suppose that politicians will vote
disinterestedly on a subject that BOso
nearly affects their personal for-
tunes and the west point mill
will continue to grind out high pay
officers at the rate of 75 per year
there are too many other abuses
local and national crying for re-
form for the masses to concentrate
on this as an issue and even if it
should be embodied in the national
platforms congress would find
some way to evade ity snows maumac air reformsrenorlyls1119
may beDO evaded so long as men and
omenwomen have bread and in a re-
publican form of wherewhore
it is impossible to fix responsibility
reforms of what are called minor
abuses are less attainable than in
monarchies A parliament will
more readily apply the pruning
knife to the overgrown perquisites
of the crowncrownthanthan it will cut off
its own perquisites

it looks as if the ol01oldoiddsasayingying of
making many books there is no
end would have to be revised by
substituting bills for books
there are nowoven 7I1 bfbillsliaila pend-
ing in the house and senate
there is no statute to preventtanyany
citizen of the united states from
tVbavinghavingilig his1118 hobbybobby brought before
congress the patent bill was
again before the senate on yester-
day while the house was occupied
withwitly the district of columbiaembla bill
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cream ermieRIDGE afonAIonmouth
county NX J raunanjautan 21 1679

editors dcdeseretgeretseret mewsnews
rn november last while burau

ingag my genealogical labors I1ina es-
sex county masmass I1 had occasion
to go to a village ten miles distant
from the home orsomeof bomesome friends with
whom I1 was stopping there being
nowa other meansmearis of traveiltravelinggj walk-
ed the entire distance only to learn
on my arrival that the town clerk
in whose custody were kept the
records I1 had come to searchpearch was
absent from the vilavillageae while the
records were locked up in a safe in
a store of which atifthe town clerk
was the proprietor the clerk in
the store sympathized with me in
my dilemma as jt appeared that
my journey was futile when an
idea occurred to him and he re-
commended me to call on mr B P

whowh0 heh0 snipatsaidbaldd was something of a
gegenealogistnealoaf st andI1d veveryry familiar with
ththe01ololdoidd town rrecordsecords and probably
able to assist me

I1 accordingly called at mr BbaIs
residence and was ushered into
hisbis study where the gentleman
himself soon joined me I1 gave
him div card containing my name
and address he glanced at it and
said from salt lake I1 see are
you a mormon I1 replied that I1
was an elder of that church
expressed great pleasure at
a representative of that peculiar
people his urbane and plea-
sant mannemannersrEmadenade me feel at
at onceonee

I1 then atstatedabed that the object of
my cncallcaila11 braswas to see if he could give
me anyy information relative to thetho
families I1 was tracing naming
them behe replied that he could
abdatand at once produced manuscript
and printed copies of some of the
oldest records of marriages and bap-
tisms in the town dating years
back precisely what I1 wanted
he placed these together with
writing material on laa table and in
a very cordial way told me to make
myself at home and take what ex-
tracts from the records I1 desired I1
fell to work at once but immedi-
ately discovered that one or two
days would be required to ac-
complishcom what I1 wished so copious
was the material and antaft B
took BOso much pleasure in inquiring
and conversing about our people
history religion etc that I1 pro
pressed buibut slowly with my work

arrived and he pressed me
to take supper and remain all night
I1 did so and spent the next day
and night with him also on both
evenings hejie conversed with me till
midnight upon our religion etcete
listening with great pleasure and
attention to what I1 saideaid he was
a non professor of faith in any reli-
gion or even in the bible the
latter he saidbaid might be true
though he was not prepared to ac-
cept it massuchas such he was a graduate
of a new england college and of
harvard law school had received
from bowdoin college the honora-
ry degree of masterwaster of arts and
was a practicing attorney and
country gentleman combined his
views were broad and comprehen-
sive andabd hiahla disposition generous
cordial and urbane and he was a
model of hospitality all the
religions with which he waswat fami-
liar were to him inconsistent and
absurd and he despised the hireling
priesthood system

when I1 spoke in denunciation of
the prevalent social sins of this
country he coincided heartily with
me adding some statistics the
village of KR in which he re
blaedsided contained about 1000 inhab-
itants and basing a calculation on
information obtained from a resi-
dent physician very good authori-
ty there nadnud ticenficen not lebsleas than 50
caseseases of abortion or prenatal de-
structionst of offspring during the
past year in the villagervil lagel

from information which he had
obtained asaas a practisingpracticing attorney
there had been within a year in
the comparatively small county of
essex not leps than for
divorce

when I1 stated our belief and the
predictions of the prophet joseph
esmithhsmith regarding the coming de-
struction

le-
stst cUon of this republic unless
the people repented he replied inja
effecteffects aaas follows I1 can also agree
with you there perfectly you sayc
you believe in the speedy dissolu-
tion of this republicsrepublic and that that
belief is founded on modern inspi-
ration I1 do not believe in inspi-
ration nor revelation ancient or
modern nevertheless I1 have
come to the same conclusions that
you have though in a very differ-
ent way history teaches me that
when1 any nation has commenced to
rleerise or increaselucrease in power or civiliza-
tion they have prospered in their
advancing coursocourse just so long aaas
their social customs and institutions
were kept pure but simultaneous-
ly with thetho spread of sexual cor-
ruption among the inhabitants of
any nation there havebave airdalsoaiso spread
agencies that have caused its deca-
dence and downfall the PCsciencefence
of social and political eeconomycono my ex-
plainsplapiains thithle the family iaIs the ba
islsbiseis11 of society society of national
governments and organizations
when the family or sexual rela-
tions have become impure corrup-
tion laIs at the root 0of the
mitditnationalionallonal tree which must decay
and fall

the fall of this nation will be
more rapid than was that of greece
or romebome for they were campara
ively free from social vices in

which this nation iaIs steeped vices
whose very natures aratoaroara to disinteg-
rate and destroy society

aejhe by the cold methods of phil-
osophy

hllhil
had reached precisely simi-

lar conclusions to which the right
of modern revelation has led the
latter day SasaintsIlIts and thus it will
ever be found that there Isa perfect
halhaiharmonyarmony between revelation and
philosophy rightly so called

after mutual expressions of plea-
sure at our acquaintance I1 left
him on the third day of my stay
hhavingv with his genogenerousirous assist-
ance obtained severalbeveral hundred
names

very respectfully
33 F cumminasJR


