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~ that the Polygamy Law of 1862,
just declared constitutional by the
Supteme Court,shall not take effect
until after the passage of such
amnesty act,fo as to avoid the
making of outeasts of the women
and of illegitimatizing the children
born since then. In this the
women are right, To enforce the
Polygamy Act of 1862 would make
outcasts of every Mormon married
woman, and render every child
born illegitimate, which would |be
an evil worse than Polygamy it-
self. [Let theact take effect from
the date of its being declared Con-
stitutional, and so save the women
and children.”

——-——*'--h_—_q_

TOOELE STAKE CONFERENOE.

The Quarterly Conference of the
Tooele Stake of Zion was held at

Grantsville City, Saturday and |P®

Sunday, January 25th and 26th,
1879,

Saturday morning, 10 a. m.

On the stand: Of the council of
the Twelve Apostles C. C. Rieh
and J. F. Smith, Patriarch John
Smith, the Presidency and Patri-
riarch of the Stake, the bishops of
the various wards and others.

After singing and prayer, the
meeting was addressed by Patri-
arch John Bmith, followed by Bi-
jahn ps :V:‘ FbMBn:;r Edwnrdrgnnn lt;f,

r., an « U, repo
cuit;{tion ific their ﬁ'rdf 1
er which Bro. William Lee
president of the Indian misajun:
gave a report of the condition of
. the Indians under his charge. He
introduced to the meeting an In-
dian familiarly known as Antelope
Jack, who spoke a few minutes in
his own language; his remarks were
interpreted by Bre. Lee, which
showed good feelings and a desire
to do right.

In the afternoon, Bishop N. R.
‘Tuttle reported the condition of the
Tooele City Ward.

President F. M, Lyman then
sented the general authorities of
the Church and of the Tooele
Btake, all of whom were unani-
caat ede Heher Bobiess e 1k
I. and Primary  Associations
throughout the Stake will held a
. conference in Tooele City, on Sat-

urday and Sunday, the 8th and 9th
of February, 1879. |
.+ Bishop George W, Burridge, who

~bad just arrived, reported the con-
. dition of the St. John’s Ward; after
which a most interesting discourse
was delivered by Elder C. C. Rich.

Notice of a meeting was gi7en to
convene at half-past 6 p.m., for the
benefit of the Y. M. M. I. Ano;{:-
tions throughout the Stake.

On Sunday morning the meeting
house was filled to its utmost capsa-
city, with quite a number in the
vesiry. After the preliminary ex-
ercises, Bishop M., Martin gave a
report of the Lakeview Ward, fol-
lowed with short addresses by
James Ure, John Rowberry, Patri-
arch John Bmith. Elder J. F.
Smith occupied the rest of the time
for the morning meeting, prinei-
lly on the t—Ho e know
at this is the gdom of God.;

e T i

pre-

2 p.m.
After singing and prayer tg-o gac-
was administered, the
meeting was then addressed IFV
Elder C. C. Rich apd President F,
M, lg.zym?a .wi;t&_m :;‘ marks were
replete with wisdom ooc:;,mn n-
sel, of a kind uot soon to_%a forgot-
ten. President F, M. Lyman then
- announced the Conference would
be adjourned until the last Satur-

day and Sunday in April.

Patriarch John Smith pronounc-
ed the benedietion. This closed one
of the best and meost interesting
Conferences ever held in  Tooele

County. ;
At the close of the meeting the
brethren drove to Tooele City, and
attended meeting there at half-
ast 6 p. In., woen EldmC. C.
Rieh, and J.F. Bmith again ad-

dressed a large congregation.
GEO0. ATKIN, Clerk.

—_——— A —
IMAGERY.

e

e Wy

« After perusing the late unique

decislon of that august body, the
. United Btates Supreme Court, on
the conatitutionality of the poly-

gm{ act of %62, reclining on my
couch I was musing on the subject,
and wondering what that eminent
sage, the renowned framer of the
declaration of independence wou!d

think, were he cognizant how

those notable utterances in behalf

of civil and religious liberty would

be misconstrued, and applied to
strike and undermine the very root
of the same; my thoughts reverted

to that early period in our beloved
countr’ys history, which *“tried

men’s souls,” when the infant re-
public was feebly struggling for
existence, in order thata b and
firm foundation might be laid fer
the fullest exercise of civil and reli-
giots liberty, and where the op-
pressed of all nations might find an
ssylum where they could worshi
God according to the dictates of
their own conscience, not only
merely believing, but having the
right to practise their belief; grad-
ually I became oblivious to sur-
rounding objects, and I seemed to
be in a vast ‘“hall of statues,”
sacred to the memory of the patri-
otic Toanders of the republic. In

an alcove, sculptured in Parian
marble, surmounted om a lofty

destal, (and who seemed to be
the pregiding genius), was visible
the majestic form and benign coun-
tenance of the Father of his Coun-
try, as I had often seen and admir-
ed it in realily in my youth,
in the Capitol of the Old Bay
State.” Interspersed and grouped
among the Doric columns that sup-
ported the dome other forms a
ed. . Here was the bold John
ancock, who first flung down the
untlet and hurled defiance at
oreign tyranny; here the eloquent
and impassioned Patrick Henry;
onder the gallant and ynuthfuf
arren, who fell on Bunkers
Height, and eothers of the heroie
dead,—statesmen, warriors and
sages, whose names gild the page of
Oner country’s history. Beneath
them, emblazoned in letters of bur-
nished gold. were recorded their
mighty deeds and glowing words!
SBuddenly, my gaze was riveted
on one peerless form, who held in
his hand a scroll, on which, in cha-~
racters of bold relief,shaded in som-

bre hue, were traced these ever
memorable words:

I itremble for my country, when
I remember that God is just.”’

THOMAS JEFFERSON,

While I pendered, the vision was
withdrawn, Query—Waa it all

LI B rEr-runvidon s
NILMAH,

—————*-l---—__

LADIES’ MASS MEETING
CEDAR OITY.

CEDAR CiITy,
January 18th, 1879.

Editors Deseret News:

Christmas and New Years holi-
days have passed with all their
charms, the hearts of the old and
young have been made glad by
sociability, and plenty; we
had again settled down to the rou-
tine of country life, when the an-
nouncement of a “Ladies Mass”
meeting fell apon your correspon-
dent’s ears. ‘T'he 15th of January
was the day appointed, I had de-
termmined te be there, ‘*A chiel
amang them takin’ notes,” and was
duly granted that privilege. My
curiosity expanded into astonish-
ment when I entered the meeting
house, it was full of ladies, old and
young, with whom I had been ac-

nainted for the last 20 or 30 years,
he meeting was regulariy organ-

ized with 1its president and secre-

tary. FEx

Business began with the presi-
dent explaining the reason of their
meeting. That “Petition” and
““Circular Letter,”” ol the ladies of
Salt Lake City, sent te Washing-
ton and to all “Ministers of the
Gospel” throughout the land was
read. Here ashort lull happened
I east my eyes over the assembly, I
saw polygamists, polygamist chil-
dren and grandchildren, who had
themeselves become mothers as po-
lygamlist wives, there were nu-
merous non-polygamists, Some
of them were English, and
although they could not
boast ot sires and grandsires, who
had fought for American liberty,
they could tell of their ancestors in
guite as noble a cause. They were
the descendants of forefathers who
had been persecuted and murdered
in cold bleod for daring to worship
God according to the dictates of
their own consciences. Under the
influence of greater light and know-
ledge, and who, like the Pilgrim
Fathers, left the shores of England
for the sole purpose of worshipping
Almighty God in peace, they
sought protection under the ample
folds of the American flag, in this

AT

p | desert,

bigoted and ignorant Pharisees of
their native land, ’

Judge of their surprise when the
“petition” was read! With calm
resolution and dignified courtesy,
they maintained the heaven-born
right of wmhippln'g(]ﬂd according
to the dictatesof their own con-
science, as the Constitution of
our country provides. They
said they had crossed the mighty
deep, the almost trackless
to these  mountain
valleys, whose sterile lands were

ronounced unfit for cultivation.

hey went to work with a will
under the most disheartening cir-
cumstances, and hel their hus-
bands to build houses, subdue the
land, and create around them
the comforts of life. Peace and

lenty crowned their efforts, the

lessing of God was upon them, il-
licit intercourse with all its con-

commitant evils were unknown
until monogamous eivilization
made its appearance in our midst,
Is this what you would give us in
exchange for innocence, virtue and

urity? They did not want it

hey believed in having husbands
of their own choice, whether mar-
ried or single, in being honeorable

P- | mothers, in the sealing ordinances

of God’s house, and in the law of

Sarah, If persecuted for this they | fi

would do as their fathers did be-
fore them. They would, if necese
sary, hide their husbands in the
moors and mosses, the mountains
and glens of their adopted homes,
they would teach their children to
outshine their fathers, and with
them earn their own bread,trusting
in God for the result. They had
no means to spend on lawyers.
They perceived it was the design

of those cormorants of society %o
Heecoa the honeat pane.  WHAL ¢are

they for polygamy? Since the year
1820 they have tried to strangle the
truth.

Belief without practice is the ad-
vice of our Chief Justice, Minis-
tera of the gospel (God save the
mark) tell us the same. We know
better, and if the social condition
of the Americal people be disturb-
ed by our polygamous practices, it
must be to better it, worse they

vUuungd oosu oo, oy swocaud v
give children to the world that
would be as Abrsham, Isaacand
Jacob, SBarabh, Rebecca and Rachel
and hosts of others, to grace and
dignify the earth with virtue and
purity. This and much more were
the sentiments expressed by this
band of determined women whose
motto is “Phe kingdom of God or
nothing.”

Y ours respecifully,
| CARACTACUS,

Gerrespondence.

Legisiation Usefal .but mnot Enters.
talning - The later able Army
Bill-Something ab@nt the Com-
mander-in-Chief —- Why Congress
W1ill mot FPass the Bill—More than
7,500 Bills Before the two Houses,

.. WASHINGTON, Jan, 22, 1879,
Editors Deseret News:

Just at present there is very lit-
tle to write about from Washing-
ton. Congress is occupied with
bills and debates that are the re-
verse of interesting and exciting,
except to the special classes the
affeet, Of course they aflect all in-
directly through taxation; but the
American citizen is in the habit of

ying his taxes doggedly, when
e cannot avold them, indifferent
as to how much money goes to the

disabled and pensioned veteran, or
to improve the mavigation of the
North Fork of Little Muddy Run.
The army bill is a tolerably live
subject, but this bill, so popular
when it was first introduced, and
which almost all parties agreed had
| excellent features, it is feared has
been already Killed by pre-legisla-
| tive discussion, I believe that one
of the greatest objections to the
bill is the great authority it confers
on the unpopular General of the ar-
my. Gen. Sherman is the antithesis
of Grant, in that hetalks and talks,
If Gen. Grant must be called the
gsilent, sagacions man, Lhen
General BSherman is the mnoisy,
loquacious msan, not that he
does not talk well and convineing-
ly; but he is devoid of magnetism,
and, while his ability is conceded,
he is not loved eilker in or out of
the army. [he American world
sees and hears toomuch of him. He

land of freedom, the asylum of the |is too conspicuously ubiquitouns, = If
oppressed of all nations,where their | he would only fold himself in his

orisous of praise could ascend to the { military cloak and affect the trick |sa
Lord of Babaoth undisturbed by the | of mystery, he might go down to

posterity as agreat man, and havea
bronze equestrian monument in
which he would be almost as hero-
ic as the horse. But General Sher-
man prefers to enjoy the present
{ rather than posterity. His motto
is vivo dums vive; so he talks inces-
santly, is the hero of a thousand in-
terviews, writes letters and books,
dances at publie balls, occupies the
most conspicuous box in the thea-
tre, the most prominent seat
on the platform when Henry
Ward Beecher lectures, until
the nrmgé Congress and the
people gin to feel that the
commander-in-chief has lost novel-
ty and dignity, has, in short, be-
come vulgar, When the Czar of
Russia asked the first Napoleon, at
a ball in Paris, if it would be pru-

dent for him te dance with a popu-
lar actress, the French Emperor

told him to dance, if he wished to
read comments of his saltatic per-

formance in all the Paris papers.
The Czar kept out of the papers, But
the newspaper penalty wou!d not
deter Gen. Sherman. He would
have his dance.

Perhaps the only way in which a
real reform can be eflected,a reform
that will change the top-heaviness
of the army, and reduce the dis-
proportion of one officer to every
ve men, will be to elect a Congress
that has no desire for a second
term. Every member has the right
to nominate one cadet to West
Point, this is one of his perquigsites
The son of the most influential eon-
stituent in his district gets the
nomination. In this way the M.
C. stresgthens his own political
fortune, and, to a certain extent,
insures his recelection. It is expect-
ing too much of human nature to
spppose that politicians will vote
disinterestedly on a subject that so
nearly affects their personal for-
tunes. And the West Point mill
will continue to grind out high pay
officers, at the rate of 75 per year.
There are too many other abuses,
local and national, crying for re-
form for the masses to concentrate
on this as an issue,
should be embodied in the national
platforms, Congress would find

some way to evade it.
IXyyoUuly SOUWS COAC Al rerorms

may be evaded so Jong as men and
women have bread, and, in a re-
pubiican form ofgovernment, where
it is impessible to fix responsibility,
reforms of what are called minor
abuses, are less attainable than in
monarchies. A parliament will
more readily apply theé pruning
Enife to the overgrown perquisites
of the crown, than it will cut off
its own perquisites.

It looks as if the old saying: “Of
making many books there is no
end,” would have to be revised b
substituting “bills” for *“books.”
There are nowjover 7,500 bills pend-
ing in the House and Senafe.
There is no statute to prevent any
citizen of the United States from
having his hobby brought before
Congress, The patent bill was
again before the Senate on yester-
day; while the House was occupied
with the District of Cnlugﬂin gill.

i —

CREAM RIDGE, Monmouth
- County, N. J., Jan, 21, 1879.

FEditors Deserel News:

In November last, while pursu-
ing my genealogieal labors in Es-

Y | sex County, Mass,, I had occasion
to go to a village, ten miles distant |

from the home of some friends with
whom I was stopping. There being
ne other means of traveling,l walk-
ed the entire distance, only to learn
on my arrival, that the town e¢lerk,
in whose custody were kept the
records I had come to search, was
absent from the village, while the
records were locked up in a safe in
a store of which the town eclerk
| was the proprietor. The clerk in
the store sympathized with me in
my dilemma, as it appeared that
my journey was futile, when an
idea occurred to him, and he re-
commended me to eall on Mr, B—
who, be #said was something of a
genealogist, and very familiar with
the old town records, and probably
able to assist me. |
I aceordingly called at Mr. B—s
residence, and was ushered into
his study, where the gentleman
himself soom joined me, I gave
him my eard containing my name
|and address. He glanced at it, and
said: *From Balt Lake, [ see. Are
you & Mormon?? I replied that I
was an elder of that chureh. He
expressed greal pleasure at seeing
a representative of that peculiar
people, and,by his urbane and plea-

F

at once,

And even if it}
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I then stated that the object of
my call waa to see if he could give
me any information relative to the
families 1 was tracing, naming
them. He replied that he could,
and at once produced manuseript
and printed copies of some of the
oldest records of marriages and bap-
tisms in the town, dating 250 years
back— precisely what wanted.
He placed these, together with
writing material on (a table, and in
a very cordial way teld me to make
myself at home, and take what ex-
tracts from the records I desired. I
fell to work at once, but immedi-
ately discovered that one or two
days would be uired, to ac-
complish what I wished, so copious
was the material, and Mr. B—
took so much pleasure in inquiring
and conversing about our people,
history, religion, ete., that [ pro-

ressed bub elowly with my work,
%vgninz arrived and he pressed me
to take supper and remain all night,
I did so, and spent the next day
and night with him also. On both
evenings he conversed with me till
midnight upon our religion, ete.,
listening with great pleasure and
attention to what I said. He was
a non-professor of faith in any rell-
gion or even in the Bible. The
latter, he said, might be true,
though he was not prepared to ac-
cept it as such. He was a graduate
of a New England college, and of
Harvard Law School, had received,
from Bowdoin College the honora-
ry degree of Master of Arts, and
was a practicing attorney and
country gentleman combined. "His
views were broad and comprehen-
sive, and his disposition, generous,
cordial and urbane, and he was s
model of hospitality. All the
religions with which he was fami-
liar were, to him, inconsistent and
absurd,and he despised the hireling
priesthood system.

When I spoke in denunciation of
the prevalent social sins of this
country, he coincided heartily with
me, adding some statistics. The
village of R——, in which he re-
sided containesd about 1,000 inhab-
itants, and, basing a calculation on
information obtained from a resi-
dent Eh:aiﬁinn—-vary good authori-
ty—there nad teen not less than 50
cases of abortion or prenatal de-
struction of offspring, during the
past year, in the village!

From information which he had
obtained, as a practising attorney,
there had been, within a year, in
the comparatively emall county of
Essex, not less than 300 suits for
divorce.

When I stated our belief and the
predictions of the Prophet Joseph
Smith regarding the coming de-
struction of this republic, unless
the people repented, he replied, in
eflect, as follows: I can also agree
with you there, perfectly. Yousay
you believe in the speedy dissolu-
tion of this republic, and that that
belief is founded on modern inspi-
ration. I do mot believe in inspi-
ration nor revelation, ancienl or
modern. Nevertheless, I have
come to the same conclusions that
you have, though in a very difler-
ent way. History teaches me that,
when any nation has commenced to
rize, or ircrease in power or civiliza-
tion, they have prospered in their
advancing course just so long as
their social customs and institutions
were kept pure. Butl simultaneous-
ly with the spread of sexual cor-
ruption among the inhabitants of
any nation, there have also spread
agencies that have caused its deca-
dence and downfall. The science
of social and political economy
plains thie. The family is Lthe ba-
sis of sociely; seelety of national
governmeuis and organizations,
When the family or sexual rela-
tions have become impure, corrup-
tion s knawing af the root of the
national tree, which must decay
and fall.

The fall of this nation will be
more rapid than was that of Greece
or Rome, for they were compara-
ively free from social wvices, in
which this nation is steeped, vices

€X-

) | whose very natures are to disinteg-

rate and destroy society.

He, by the cold methods of phil-
osophy, had reached precisely simi-
lar conclusions to which the right
of modern revelation has led the
Latter-day Baints, And thus it will
ever be found, that there is perfect
harmony between revelation and
philosophy, rightly so-called.

After mutual expressions of plea-

sure at our acquaintance, I left
him, on the third day of my stay,
hn?l’ug, with his generous assist-
ance, obtained several hundred
names.

at manners,made me feelat home |

Very respectfully,
B. F. CuMMINGS, JR.



