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the people who have embraced It, as to
arouse hostility abroad and hedge up
the way of the Flders of the Church,
who go forth in the splrit of love and
mercy to mankind to procialm the mes-
gage which God has dellvered to them
to declare.

It is marvelous to many¥ that men
who profess to believe In God and
Christ, and to be mlinisters of the Gos-
pel, can resort to the methods adopted
by s0 many of their class In reference
to the Latter-day Salnts. One would
‘naturally suppose that if consclence
would not restrain them, the fear of
God and of eternal judgment would
have that effect; but when the fright-
ful and dlabotical doctrine which lies at
the foundatlon of the Presbyterlan
faith s considered, the unsuscept-
ibiiity of itz promulgators to possible
‘consegUences can be clearly understood.
That dootrine I8 as follows, taken from
the Westminster Confession of Falth?

Sec. 3. By the decree of God, for the
manifestatlon of His glory, some men
and angels are predestined unto ever-
lasting life, and others foreordalned to
everlasting death.

Sgc. 4. These angels and men, thus
predestinated and foreordained,are par-
ticularly and wunchangeably designed,
and thelr number is so certain and de-
finite that it cannot either be increased
or diminished.

Sec. 7. The rest of mankind, God was
pleased, according to the unsearchable
counsel of His own will, whereby He
extended or withholdeth mercy as He
pleaseth, for the glory of Hils sover-
eign power over his creatures, to pass
by, and to ordain them to dishonor
and wrath for their sin, to the praise
of His glorious justlce.

In its negative aspect, reprobation is
simply not election, and Iz absolutely
sovereign, resting upon His good pleas.
ure alone, slnce those pasaed gver ars
no worse than those elccted.

There is not time nor gpace to enlarge
upon thls theme. On that hypothesis
it does not matter what any man may
do or leave undone; If he is among the
number pre-appointed to be saved,
nothing can damn him. If he was pre-
destined to everlasting flames forever
nothing he can do or jeave undone will
save him. It Is !mpossible to changs
his fate by any act of his own. The
condemned are no worse than the
saved, the redeemed are no better than
the damned. The preachers of thls
heilish doctrine will find that they will
‘have to glve an account for every
deed of mortal life, and when they ap-
pear before the great white throne they
will be judged “every man according
40 his works.” They will be held ret
sponsible for the actual false-
hoods contained in the Mant! reso.
lutlons and others of their works, ang
also for the cunning sophistry
by which they mingle error with truth
and thus decelve the unsophlsticated,

The Latter-day Saints, or “Mormons,"
deslre to live In peace with those who
are not of thelr falth. They do not wish
to attack the doctrines of other de-
nominatlons. They do not delight in
atrire and contention. They concede the
right of all people to worshlp how or
whom or what they may. They claim
the zame right for themselves. They in-
tend to have It and maintain it. If It
becomes mnecessary ft will be proved
they are able to show up the nonsense
and folly of popular rellglous treeds.
But they will be content with the pre-
scotatjon of their own faith, wunless
pushed to a position of attack as well
28 defense. They appeal to their non-
Mormon frlends as to the advisabillty
of re-awakening old issues. They do
not helleve that thelr "Gentlle” friends
wish to resurrect them. The ‘*‘Mor-
mons” have dfvided as Democrats, Re-

|maintennnce and perpetuity of the

publicans, ete., politically. They have
united with thelr non-Mormon frlends
in business and other secular affairs.
Peace has dawned upon our young and
vigorous State. Shall It no! be main-
tained for the common welfare? If so,
let every peace-loving man and wo-
man in Utah frown down such at-
tempts to create discord and foment
trouble as those that have recently
proceeded from the Presbyterian con-

clave at Manti!
C. W. PENROSE.

P. 8.—The following declarations
were mrade by the authorities of the
Mormon Church, under similsr provo-
cation to that proceeding from Mantl,
December 12, 1889; they are part of
lengthy document on this subject:

C. w. P.

We also declare that this Church does
not clalm to be an independent, tem-
poral kingdom of God, or to be an im-
perlum in imperio aiming to overthrow
the United Btates or any other clvil
government. It has been organized
by divine revelation preparatory to the
second advent of the Redeemer. It
proclalms that "the kingdom of heaven
is at hand.!” Its members are com-
manded of God to be subject unto the

powerd that be wuntil Christ comes
whose right It is to relgn.
Church government and civil gov-

ernment are distinct and separate In
our theory and practice, and we regard
it as part of our destiny to atd In the
in-
stitutions of our country.

We clalim no religious liberty that we
are unwllling to accord to others,

We ask for no civil or political rights
which are not granted and guaranteed
to citlzens In general.

We desire to he In harmony with the
government and people of the IUinited
States as an integral part of the™na-
tlon.

We regard all attempts to exclude
aliens from naturalization and cltlizens
from the exerclse of the elective fran-
chise, solely because they are members
of the Mormon Church, as impolltie,
unrepublican and dangerous encroach-
ments upon clvll and religious liberty.

Notwlithstanding the wrongs we con-
glder we have suffered through the im-
proper execution of national laws, we
regard those wrongs as the acts of
men and not of the government; and
we intend, by the help of Omnipotence,
to remaln {firm in our fealty and stead-
fast In the malntenance of constitu-
tional principles and the Integrity of
thls Republic.

‘We earnestly appeal to the American
press and people not to condemn the
Liatter-day Saints unheard. Must we
always be judged by the misrepresen-
tations of our enemies, and never be
accorded & fair oppobrtunity of repres-
senting ourselves?

In the name of justice, reason and
humanity we ask for a suspenslon
of natlonal and popular judgment until
a full Investigation can be had and all
the facts connected with what is called
the "Mormon" question can be Known.
And we appeal to the Eternal Judge
of all men and nations to aid us in the
vindication of our righteous cause,
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FALSE DHARGES.

It has been a complaint of long
standing agalnst the majority of tha
people of Utah that they, though be-
Ing Church members, have taken an in-
terest In politics. People of other de-

nominations have been particuarly
loud in the censure, and then Utterly
disregarding all rules of consistency
have turned thelr own religigus
gatherings Into political recruiting
stations.

The conventlon of the State presby-
tery at Manti, which closed on Monday,
Aug. 29, was Do exception to the genera]
rule. It ended with a wholesale denun-
clatlon of the Mormon Church, evi-
dently intended to exert some influence
on voters at home, as well as to keap
the flame of prejudice burning abroad
perhaps in the hope that by so doing
the old strife with its attendapt avils
can he reklnglid.

The presbytery at Mant] ad
resolutions charglng as uaua] Ebfﬁf-gg
influence in politics, and poylgamy
The charges are made, as alleged. 11;
order to give Informatlon to millions in
this country, eagerly wabching and
walting for the Important pronuncia-
mento of the Presbyteriana in Mamty
To withhold it would have been to dis.-
appoint mlllions—perhaps endanger
their eternal salvation; for what elge
than the salvatlon of souls can be the
object of a solemn gathering of min-
isters? But notwithstanding this justin-
cation for the resolutlons and the sol-
emnity of the occaslon, we do not hesi-
tate to deny iIn toto the assertions
made.

The charge that the Church has as-
sumed political power is founded on the
so-called manifesto of April 6, 1598. That
document does not justlfy any such in-
terence. It lays down as a rule of the
Church, to be observed by every lead-
ing official thereof,”” that before aceept-
Ing any posltion which. would interfere
with the discharge of his ecclesiast-
cal dutles, he should notity his brethren
in order to ascertain whether he can en-
ter upon the new duties consistently
with the obligatlons he has already as.
sumed. That 13, the Church asks her
officials not to cease performing their
duties without first notifying the prop-
ar authorlties of their intention of so
doing. Is that not a rule that obtains in
sli other churches? Is it customary
for a Presbyterian minister to leave
hls flock without glving notice in order
that his place may be fllled? If thers
were any [nclination to falrness, the
minlsters would on reconsidering the
matter feel that they have done an in-
justice to the community by sending out
to the world an accusatlon founded on
such a pretext,

The Insinuation that when Mormon
preachers exhort the people to live
their religlon they tell them to live tn
plural marriage, i8 false. To llve the
Mormon religion in Utah and elsewhera
{s to obey the Manifesto of President
Wiltord Woodruff on mnarriage rela-
tions. 'To Qisobey that Manifesto is
Inconsistent with the religion assailed.

The remalning accusations to the
effect that free speech 18 curtalled tn
Utah and the Mormon misslonaries do
not preach Mormonism are so absurd
that they need no refutation. Were
gpeech not free in Utah, the Presby-
terlan resolutions would not have bean
framed and published Iin a Mormon
community.

Christian ministers who have come
to Utah a8 messengers of peace make
n grave mistake if they employ slander
and abuse instead of words of kind-
ness and good will. The fleld here Is
wide open to them. They suffer no
pergsecution as do, sometimes, Mormon
misslonaries in other states. T.et them
preach and teach and exhort and dis-



