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the treadwell mine in southern
alaska I1 is sure to give us a big lump of
toldjold this mine is one otof the best
mines of the world it is merely a bluff
on the edge of the sea containing low
grade ore the ore will not run over
three dollars a ton but the gold is so
close to the water and so easily mined
that it costs only a dollar and a quarter a
ton to get it out the mine bhasas already
paid five or six million dollars and it is
worth a large fortune it is operated I1
am told after the very best and most
economical methods it has one of the
largestargest stamp mills in the world it is
lightflightedd by electricity and something
like a millian dollars have been spent on
the works connected with it

what is being done in the yukon
district

my information said the director of
the mint is that the people have been
pouring into the yukon region for some
time bothbolh on sledges and in boats the
mining season there is justUst beginning
torfor the men can work ouyonly in the sum-
mer so far the only mining done on
the yukon is placer mining the gold
has to be washed cut of the river bed
and the land along the streams the
soil is frozen the greater part of the
yearfar and the only time that gold wash-
ingQ can be done is in the hot months of
the summer in the winter the men dig
up the frozenfrezen earth and lay it in piles on
the banks of the rivers so that they can
work the more quickly when the sum-
mer comes it is very hard work but
you know men will do anything to get
gold

you say mr prestonpresto n that this is all
placer mining I1 thought that placer
min ng was pretty well played outour the
world over

that is a great mistake saidfaid the
director god is being washed out
in almost all of the gold districts
there are many placer mines in the
different islands of alaska they are
washing out gold all along the northern
pacific coast there ateare placer mines
at cripple creek colo you can find the
miners washing out gold near leadville
and the greater part of the gold which
wee getet framarc siberiai eria is produced in this
way muchuch of the russianuss ian gold is made
up of dust anand nuggett washed out of
the dirt anand ssandn P

Is there much gold left in south da
acitakcita I1 asked

yes indeedd there is replied di-
rector preston at least we get a lot
from there every yearyar it carnes from
both the placer mines and the quartz
miresmines some of the b agest stamp mills
in the world are in south dakota the
homestead mining company has a sixsix
bundled stamp mill which pounds away
day and night yearear in and year out
this mine is one of the most valuable
of the world and still its ore is of a low
grade I1 understand that the

have tried to buy it time and
againi n but that the company which owns
it will not sell

how about the colorado mines
coloradoCo orado is now one of the richest

mining states of the union it is nearing
califcaliforniaornia in its yearly output and its
product isis steadily increasing the
cripple creek miners claim that they
are turning out a million dollars mortn
of gold every month I1 believe they
overestimateover estimate their output and I1 doubt
whether they are producing more than

1850 coo montmonthlyfily thisthi however is an
enormous product komfrom a new region

the big mines there seem to holdbold
their own and new ones ataiee being dis-
covered

Is stratton still the owner of the in-
dependence mine

yes rerepliedalied the director of t he mint
he is I1 bbelieveaeve wboikingoi king hard to keep

his income down to iooooo a month
how about the leadville mines
the mines there are holding theirair

own the little johnny of leadville
is cne of the richest mines otof the world
it keeps on producing vast amounts of
gold every year just now a great deal
of gold is being gotten from the breck-
enridgeearidee district which is about fifty miles
from leadvilleead ville

how about the utah mines
they are very rich there is a great

deal otof low grade ore in them which is
being gotten out by the cyanide process
there has also been a decided increase
in the gold product otof nevada you
had best keep your eyes on that state
it will come to the front in the near
future it produced last year neatlynearly
two millonmillion dollars worth of gold and a
number of new mines are now being
opened both montana and Ararizonaizina
will increase their product this year
we are getting a great deal of gold
from washington and oregon and in
fact the gold is coming in iromfrom every-
where

VIkhathat is the cause of this increase
one reason is the low price of silver

though I1 believe there is money inin min-
ing silver at the presentresent prices ihnotif not
why do they ltwork the mines one otof
the chief reasons for the increase in the
product of gold is the new processes otof
reduction gold can be gotten out of
the rock cheaper than ever before the
old dumps are being worked over old
mines are being reopened and there is
an army of prospectors moving about
and discodiscoveringering new ones it is a
strange thing but men walk right over
good goldfieldsgoldold fields again and again when
prospecting and it is sometimes stars be-
fore a rich find is discovered this was
the case with the cripple creek district
the men who went to pikes peak years
ago walked over the cripple reek fields
and fortunes laid 0thereere undisturbedsturt ed with-
in a few miles of denver for a genera-
tion notwithstanding they were surround-
ed by the best gold mines of the world

how about the australian mines
we get a vast amount of gold every

year from australasianalasia replied the di-
rector of the mint some of the best
managed mines of the world are in new
zealand I1 he gold is reducediced theretothere to
some extent by the cyanide process
there are gold mines in tasmania and
gold is now found in many different parts
otof australia which were for years con-
sidered worthless some of the best
mines are now in we tern australia
they arbare very difficult to reach ard
what is known as the coolgardieCoolgardie district
is almost in the desert prospecting in
this part of the world regurequiresires camelscamets to
carry the provisions and toolstool and the
carnelcamel there takes the place which the
donkey has in the the greatreat
trouble is the lack of water which in
some quarters is almost as costly as
whisky

how about the african mines mrr
presPresoporif what are they doing this YOyear 1

there is a great increase going on in
the output of south alricaafrica vewe get re
euins from there every month and the
amount of the gold product is steadily
rising if tlethe experts are to be believed

there will be no falling off in the aariafricans
supply for years to cornecome

speaking of experts mr prestonPrestonJ
where do the bebestst mining engin
come fron-i

the americans lead the world ttoday0as mining experts and miniIn inIng
engineers replied mr preston yyou
will find a large number of our in i I1ung
engineers in south africa it was sman
american who first announced what is
now believed to be the correct theory asto the south african gold fortformationnatiothis mans name was curtis he wwaa
the son of george ticknor curtis theliteratelitterateurur mr curtis held that the gbolt
reefs of the 11 transvaalransvaal were in tthee shashane
of an immense basin which had boenbeen
turned up as it were by the forces of na
ture he said that he thought that jold
would be found to exist down to a grcheakeatdedepthth this has since been ascertained
tto0 tebe the fact some of our best oarl
mation concerning the gold fieldsfieldit ot
south africa comes from mr earnilhamilton
smith the mining expert of the RIDrothas
childs hamilton smith is a kentakentucky
man who has acquired a high standstanding
as a mininmining eengineerineer he esternestimate
that we shall see tthee day when the Rranddistrict will surpass the whole united
states in its gold output and that att1 no
distant time it will turn out 660ocio0
worth of gold and upwards a yearvear mr
smith was sent by the toafrica to report upon the gold thehe figures that the amount that proba
exists exceeds one billion dollars ha
has also been sent to report upupon0n ehte
gold at crippe creek and otherother pnnpw
of the united states

how about the english dodc chesl
own many of our gold minminesesP

yes 11 replied the director of
mint I1 there is a great deal of engliEnri isS
capital invested in american
regions they have mines in nearly ava
parts of the west and are on the looloob
out for more r

would you advise a young man tol
go into mining mr preston I1 asasked

mining is like everything else Is mw
plied the director of theme mint ititequires capital and experience to sucsucceed
in it the business grows more andl
more legitimate every year and no matt
should think of putting money into tha
earth without he knows that therechereb
some probability of getting it out if a-young man has but little capitalcapita fc
should not invest before he has lealearned
something of mining he should st
the Lubusinesssiness and seek the advice of

and be sure that the experts
honest none of the large compcompain
ever put money into mines without 8se
ing out their experts take the low
exploration company for dinst
They paid not long ago
the torrton boy they had it tested j

four months before they consented
the purchase such companies havashavel
number of experts and they never io
vest without the reports upon uri
property are very favorable WK
they buy they usually pay acaccordingcordin j
the amount of gold in elpeexpecting
to make their money out of that w
is yet to be discovered s

where would you advise a yo
man to start if he wanted totc go
mining

1I would not like to say re
director preston all of the g
states of the west have good pro
and good prospects arizona anand
fornia are as good gold fields as any


