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THE DESERET WEEKLY
SECRETARY NOBLE ON MORMON

AFFAIRS

SECRETARY NOBLE touches on
the mormon 111 question in much
the same manner as the president
does still he avoids the rock of
religious belief ouon which the presi-
dent runs headlong he deals with
practices and while he does not
sanction the measures proposed for
further assaults upon the mor
mons il he favors the retention of
the present laws so as to give time
to see whether the professions in re-
gard to those practices were made
in good faith there is little to ob-
ject to in these remarks taking the
Secretsecretaryaryls position into considera-
tion

but he mentions the fact that
the revelation containing poly-

gamy remains unchanged as
though this was a matter with
which the government had any-
thing to do it has been alleged
against the mormon church that
it seeks to control the state pass-
ing by the untruthfulness of the
charge is it any more proper for the
state to seek to control the church
revelationKe doctrine principle
creed are the peculiar province of
the church the state has no
popowers in relation to them the
constitution forbids congress to in-
terfere with the free exercise P of
religion the legislators and jjuristsjurists
who have given the widest scope to
the powers of congress in relation
to religious practices have conced-
ed that in matters of faith and wor-
ship congress is entirely power-
less 0

revelationJRe may be believed in ad
bottum while it does not affect the
believer to the extent of infraction
of the secular law if god gives a
revelation god alone can change or
revoke it if people believe god
has given a revelation they must
believe he has revoked it before it
will be changed in their understandunde

i
estand

ing if they determine to comply
with the laws of the land and do so
in good faith their convictions af
the rightfulness of their faith or of
the wrongfulness of the law cannot
be lawfully called in question

that the people of utah have de-
terminedter mined to comply with the laws
forbidding polygamy we think I1is
beyond reasonable question if
their course is not yet sufficient to
convince the skeptical we think it
will do so in time and that even
secretary noble will he compelled
to say it isia 0enough

but liehe hasflag some personal notions
respecting the purpose of the adap

tion of the declaration forbidding
polygamy he says

what is expected because of thesetheme
proceedings is no doubt a removal olof
the utah commissioncoin mission the preserva-
tion of the elective franchise to the
members of the church in all the
states and territories where they may
be and a test oath mamay bbee required orol
them a restoration 07of the property of
the church and possibly the admis-
sion of utah to statehood with or
without a test oath against polygamy

if these expectations entered into
the preparation and adoption of the
manifesto they are not known to
the people who participated in the
work it is all news to us we
believe it is so to our friends in this
territory it is always unsafe to
hazard opinions about motives the
secretary of the interior has in this
departed from the rightful do-
main of fact and law and wandered
into the doubtful field of mental
speculation the cormonsmormonsMormons I have
simply ceased the practice of plural
marriage and made a publicpublicanan
no of the fact as a submis-
sion to laws which have been de-
clared constitutional by the court ofrlast resort they have done so
without any defined expectation of
results

if after all this the disfranchise-
ment which has been threatened
against law obeying 11 cormonsmormonsMormons
shall be effected it will be proof be-
yond question to the cormonsmormonsMormons P 0

that all the outcry against polygamy
has been insincereiansi and made to cover
a deeper design which tois political in
its character audand wicked in its pur-
pose we certainly hope that this
will not be accomplished and we
believe that hope is shared by the

mormon people generally

THOSE FORTY CASES

timTHE telegraphic synopsis of the
report of the secretary of the inter-
ior published in monday evening s
NEWS says he refers to a conconversa-
tion

voin
held by him with delegate

john T caine in reference toato a
letter written by the delegate and
containing the declaration made by
president woodruff on the plural
marriage question and the secre-
tary adds

in the conversation which tooktok
place when this letter watwag delivered
it WMwas objected that mr caine and thehe
president of the churchurcheh would have
to meet the specspecificationon of forty casescams
with more than a general denial

these forty cases mentioned by
secretary nobles are those reported
by the utai commission as harlnhavingg
probably entered into polygamy
since the date of their lattladt report
president at in lifeills declara

tion denied that either forty or0 any
number ofef personspersona in utah had
entered into polygamy during the
period specified and the secretaryscrewy
of the interior says the
tion will have to be met

more than a general denial f
we would like to know

the utah commission entered a
general charge it scarcely
amounted even to that they haftl
the registrarsregistrara hadbad reported to teemthein
about forty oasescues of persons whom
they hadbad reason to believe hadbad gone
into polygamy since the dotedate nionmen
tinned it will be seen that thlethis
was very craftilyput no
lions were made no names were
given by the commissioners no
places or dates were mentioned
the commission did not even state
what were the reasons for suppos-
ing that these unnamed persons hold
broken the law against polygamy
it was a blind accusation and a
lame excusefor making it we idodo
not think the commission bolbelievedlived
it and we are sure that if they had
been in possession of any evidenteevidefte
to substantiate it hebe proofs would
have been in the hands of the prose
buting attorney and united states
marshalmarshalenallnin a very short titimemandaad
the suspected individuals torild
have been arrested there is goBO
language strong enough to charac-
terize the ineffable meanness of the
cunningly devised and unsupported
story i

why then should the burden of
proof be placed upon president
woodruwwoodruff and delegate caine who
simply deny what the commissionCommis slon
only half affirm are they to be
required to prove a neganegative on
the contrary should not the corncom
minion be required to prove the af-
firmativefirma tive they assert others deny
and they should bring forward the
evidence if they have any tojiuV
tyfy their assertion and secretary
noble should certainly know better
than to ask thath gentlemen who
simply meet a general allegation
with a general denial to disprove
something for which not the shad-
ow of rnan atom of proof has 1beeneen
adduced

but there ib something more to
this bald assertion made for a hiirapttT

pose by the utah commission iniii
the conversation with delegatedelagi
caine the secretary of the in-
terior admitted that the Commcommission
should produce the names of toothe
persons alleged to have thus broken
the law that the facts might be
elicited and he authorized the
delegate to make formal application
for those names this may not bbe


