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EDITORLALS.

THE BILLINGS MURDER CASE.
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Tre Billings tria!j which has been
4 subject of great public interest in
the east for several -weeks, came to
a conclusion on the 14th inst. ~As
it will be numbered among the
remarkable criminal cases of the
‘times, we briefly relate its chief in-
cidents, for the benefit of those
who have not access to the leading
eastern journals, which have fully
chronicled the history of the ease

and the progress of the trial.
On the evening of the 4th of last

June, Mary Eliza Billings, wife of
‘Jesse Billings, Jrs, While sittiog in
‘ecompany with her daughter Jennie
and the hired girl, Maggie Mahon-
‘ey, in her own house in the town
‘of Northumberland, New York,
was shot in the head with a gun or

istol, by some person outside the
ouse, the ball passing through a
pane of window glass, crushing
through her skull and lodging in
the briain. BShe died instantly
without a cry and without fallin
from the chair. Her bhusband ‘was
informed of the oecurremes less
than _half. an houricafterward,
at the house of Mr. Washburne
five-sixths of a.mile distant, and
rode hoeme manifesting great- grief.
But hisdaughter . #énnje: at, once
-used expressions . indicating - her
suspicion that he was  the murder-
er. Several eircumstances combin-
ed to create an unfavorable 1m pres-
.slon towards. Mr,  Billinge; and lie
‘E: finally - arrepted and  tried. for
t Tﬁlﬁ&f‘;ﬂ&l&lm’ vig ol ele
endant 1§ a prosperous
business man and banker, and is
the son of Dr, Jesse, Billings; a re-
spectable and opulent phbysician of
the old school. 8 wife was the
daughter of Mr, Harris, a well-to-
do trader, andallthe parties are
well connected and well khown in
their neighborhiood. The marriag
Was An unhappy one, Mrlm
~'Was one of ﬁhmJu}g;mﬁuapwimg
women who magnify the ve
trifles into m ;‘i&m ﬂm,

. _and led her husband an awful, life

in consequence. Her chief objee
of jealousy was a Mrs. Curtis, who,
with her husband, Mr, Curtis, occu-
pied rooms in the bank building,
which gshe keptin order. Mrs, Bill-
ings had twice accused her husband
of attempting to destroy her, first b
chloroform while she was in
and the other lime by tryini to
burn the house, But ita rs that
in the first instance Mr, Billings
was using some chloroform for the
toothache, which troubled him,and
on the other occasion upset a lamp
by which the skirting board of the
ruuBmtwu burned. ad 1
ut Mrs.. ngs had managed to
impress the mind of her daughter
Jennie with the beliel that her fa-
ther was unfaithful to his marriage
vows, and desired to get rid of her,
and Mre. Harris, the mother-in-law,
a vinegary old lady, joined heartily
in the accusations, Jennije had be-
come engaged, unknown to her fa-
ther, to his clerk Sherman, and on
this fact becoming known, Mr. Bil-
lings discharged the young man,
who became an ally of those who
incited the prosecution.

The case against the prisoner was
as follows: Tracks were traced out-
side the house after the murder,
made by some one wearing rabber
boots, which Mr. Billings admitted

“baving on that evening. Tracks of
a horse and wagon were also dis-
covered along the river side leading
to Washburn's. A carbine was
found in a well adjacent, said to be-
long to Mr. Billings, and contain-
ing the shell of a discharged car-
tridge. These facts, added to the

~motive found in Mr. Billings un-

‘happy relations with his wife, his |

suspected intimacy with Mrs, Curtis
and formeralleged attempts to rid
himself of an uncongenial partner,
made & ¢hain of circumstantial
evidence against him very difficult
to break.
He accoanted for his tracks by
showing that he had gone from the
house on the evening of the mur-
~der into a field near oy to salt some
cattle—traces of the salting being
found next day—and for the horse
and wagon tracks by his visit to
Washburn’s where he heard of the
murder. The gun, he declared he
had not seen for several months.
He scouted the idea of any improp-
er relations with Mrs. Curtis, that

Jady’s husband Joining him in his
statements, :

© learbine ball, ~ !
‘+‘The prosecution threw doubt and |

The trial lasted from Beptember
10th to October 14th, aud was char-
acterized by intense bitterness on
the part of N, C, Moak, of Albany,
one of the counsel for the prosecu-
tion, by the spectacle of the pris-
oner’s daughter aiding, all that was

in her power, to fasten the crime|purchased an ounce of arsénic on
upon her own fatber, Wwho had al-|the morning of the ;pnrde;r{ The
ways been gﬁdincl ‘ihdulgent to | druggist who sold it did net know

her, and by the manper in which
she was supported by her lover a1
'Yﬁ.w._* The r life at

mother.in- | e .
Eé‘ﬁﬂliﬁgﬁ‘hauaa was shown

‘with disgusting ?’atau; it wasshown
u

that Billings could have Eerpetratéd
the murder and reached Wash-
barn’s with ease by the time sfat-
ed, and the circumstances of the
tracks and the gun ‘were broughtup
in startling prominence by the four
able lawyers who were retained 'to
assist the District Attomgy. s
Bat the ‘defence showed that on
the night of the murder Jennie de-
clared she saw a man in grey clothes
run across the street and hide in a
wood pile, which she repeated un-
til stopped by Mrs, Harris. Beyeral
witnesses testifled to seeing a man
of thisdescription, and bareheaded,
running away 'juaék:ftur the shot,
and a hat was picked up near the
wood pileand produced in ‘court.
The shot was fired between 835
nd 8.50 p.m., aceording to the tes-
timony of numerous |jwititesses,

have differed as usual. At 9.03 Mr.
Billings left the Washiburn House
to return home.' Oneé of the Wash-
burns declared he reached there at

'8.40, and a man named Jonessw

he was in the boat on the river,and

#aw the prisoner tie ‘up his horse
outside Washburn’s 'h a few
minutes before the shot was heard.

Experts were also examined in re-
gard to the bullet which was ex-

head, and which, if fired from the
Billings gun, originally we 220
but was found to weigh onz
165 graine; and it was contend
that'it should not have Jost more
than ten grains “in. the pas
through the glass snd the skull. It
was therefore ‘clajmed by the de-
fence to be a pistol shotand mot a

dirt’ on the witnesses for the de-

fence, and brought forward the per-
sons who loa Jones ofre boat he

claimed to have had on the night
of the murder, who declared he did
not have itafter three weeks before
that date. huslsh

The utmost acrimony was dis-
played by the prosecution, prinei-
pally by Mr. Moak, and *‘lying and
perjury’’ \were freely charged by
him against the defence, including
the attorneys, of whom General
Hugih? was the chief, Abvasy hm-
partial charge was given by Judge
Landon, 'and the jury, after being
locked up from the 1lth to the 14th
inst., failed to agree and were dis-
. standing eleven for acquit-
tal and one for conviction, the juror

who would have hung Mr. Billings |

if it had net been for those eleven
obstinate fellows, and who bears

the ominous name of Blood, de-|

will, Jeaving

¢laring that his mind was made up
by -the strong plea of Mr. Moak.
Mr. Billings was remanded to
jail, much to the joy of the Har-
risses, but it is ex that bail
will be accepted, and it is very
doubtful if the case  will
ever agsain be breught to
trial, Previous to the cenclusion,
Mr. Billings, it is said, made his
his property to his
daughter, notwithstanding her
arse towards him. Incontrast to
e heartlessness of his child was

|the fidelity of his father, who, 85

years old, attended to the cases un-
der his care and then rode to the
court room every, day, sustaining
his son by his presence,counsel and
encouragement, _

It is probable that the question,
Who killed Mrs, Billings? will nev-
er be fully answered until that great
day when *“the things done in se-
cret will be revealed upoa the
housetops,”” when the earth and
the sea shall give up their dead,and
all shall be judged according to the
deeds done in the body.
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FIRST ACQUITTED, THEN IN-

ON the 4th inst. we gave particulars
of the Stanndard murder, and the
examination and acquittsl of the
Rev. Herbert Hayden, who was
charged with the erime. Since the
proceedings then' “recorded, the
grand jury at New Haven have
found ‘‘atrue bill? of indictment
against the (preacher,

‘the
up [ chase, ' Dr. Bailey says he did con-

therein, )
{ Th‘ﬁ?ﬁbury of the proeecution is,

whose watches and cloecks seem: to|p

from the murdered woman’s |

strength of new evidence produced
by the Distriet Attormey. . Mr.
Hayden is now in jail, bail ‘having
been refused, | AR S

The new points produced by the
prosecution are these: The preacher

Mr. Hayden, but remembored see-
ing him talking to a Dr. Bailey on
¢t corner, after the pur

verse with Mr. Hayden, and an-
swered somequestions on thesubject
of pregnancy. The body of the girl
Stannard was disinterréd, and a
large quantity of arsentc qfaqpvered

that l_#iydeui bélleving Mary Stan-
nard’s confession to ‘her 'sister Su-
san, that she ‘was with child by
him, ‘was true, purchased thé ‘ur-
senic as the' ‘‘quick ‘medicine”
’irhmha girl toid tfga;fg:t&r h}r.
Hayf@én was going’' to proeure for
her; thit he I:Eﬂ her in the woods,
according to' dgreement, Shaving
told his wife he was %ql to the
swanmp to throw out firewood, the
woods and the swamp being con-
tiguous, _gia*tho ‘girl the arsenic,

which; ‘éausibg  her great ‘agony,
caused Beér to suaspect he was poi-
soning her; that, stung by her re-
roaches, he struck_hér on the head
with the rock that ‘was found cov-
ered with blood, then ‘dpened her
jugular vein with 'his" penknife.
An vold' 'man ‘was" ' engaged
to! throw 'out ‘of '‘“the ' swamp
the'' same quantity 'of “wood,
'the’ handling of which' Hayden
claimed to have bccupied the two
hours he was abgent from home at
the time of the murder,and the
work was done in a very few mi-
nutes. 9hiaorl 3
Hayden claimed that he  bought
‘the arsenic for rats, and that be left
it in a barn. The arsenic has been
feund where he said he plaeed it,
fand, it is stated, 'omnly lacks four
grainsof the ounce. This is thought
to be strong évideuce in his favor,as
.80 large a quantity was foundin the
girl’s body. The preacherstill main-
tains thecool and unim pressionable

| prove it, and change the daily from

| eral news, and making it a secular

——— - -

* :
vate calmness and presence of
mind; to accustom themselves to
the contempletion | of danger and
the proper course to ‘take in ease of
4 sundden alarm, which is liable to

arise at any time in a public assem-
bly. The fatalities ' whieh
have attended the breaking ‘out
of fire, in crowded buildings, have
always been more in consequence
of the headlong frush of the panic-
stricken than from the original
cause of the trouble. Danger in
such cases jsalwaysincreased by a
rush and a clamor, and safefy will
generslly bé secured by calmness
and the exercise of quiet common
sense. . If people would try ;not to
yield to the first impulses of terro
which is oeeasioned by a sudden
alarm, these fatal panics with their
attengant suflerings and frightful
consequences,  might be entirely ]
avoided,; » - | Gt e el
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WE netice in last evening’sOg len
Junction . the prospectus of the
“Junection  Printing, Assoclation.”
This newly incorporated company
having purchased the material and
buginesslof the newspaper which has
been snstained in Ogden gince Jan.
1, 1870, propose to enlarge and im-

an _evening to a morning paper,
publishing the dispatches and gen-

bidden in the law,

| phetic oflice.

l

| which pervades a1l spaee

_ Astrology,
divination and fire-worship entered
inte their cerewonies, and even
human sacrifices are said to have
been sometimes substituted for
apimal burnt-offerings, |
They were organized intothree
orders, the priests, the prophets and
the bards, and were presided over
by an Arch-Draid,answering to the
position of the gh Priest of the
Jews. But Lhis official was elected
to his office instead of inheriting it
by birthright. Connected with the
priesthood were also three female
orders, who assisted in many of the
ceremonies and acted in the pro-
Indeed the figure
three was a mystic pumber with
them, and the triads of the Welsh
bards are traceable to these of the
Draids, Lo

© The influence and rule: of '4-115

Druids were overcome, and ulti-
mautely destroyed by the Romans,
both . in Gaul and Britain; and
though traces of théir dectrines and
ceremonies were distinguishable for
many years, the organization per-
ished before the A.ngln-ﬂnxm ob-
tained dominion in England.: Fol~
lowing are some of the doctrinesof
the Druids, as bhanded dowm from
Welsh authorities: ' | ovi =«
‘““There is but one ‘Sapteme Be-
ing, the Creator and"~ Governor of
the Universe, of an.eternal, m
terious, and “immateérial - nature,
spaee. ' In him
coneists the plenitude of life, know-
ledge, power, - and love, which are

and non-partisan journal.

tionare all. mep of practical ex-
perience, and eminently gualified

cessful.. . Ogden needs a paper of
the deseription promised, and. its
business , men will, find such a
journal  one  of  the wery best
means of  building, up the ecity
and their own material interests

We wish the new company a
large subseription list, full columns
of payiog ads,, and the hearty sup-
port; notenly of the citizens of Og-

to make . the enterprise fully suc-le¢, gyeriasting hap

sources of allhis actions and dis-
pensations. These being in them-

. The members of the new assecia- | (o)ves most beneficial and harmoni-

ous, necessarily tend to annihilate
the power of evil, and bring man

P

“All the kmowledge that in the
state of humanity we have of su-
pernatural existence has been com-
muniecated by celestial beings, who
of their own: benevolence, subjeet
to that of Deity, return for a while
to this world to informm man of
what is necessary for. him to know
of his duty, and: of what constl-

‘den and . Veber County, but of the
people of Northern Utah generally,

| whose welfare has ever been sought

manner whiech he has assumed

throughout his difficulties, but visi-

bly blanched and shuddered when
e was infermed of the action of

the g.l‘!ﬂd jary. 3 ¢

The trial will be watched with in-
tense interest in the east, as the
case has attracted general atten-
Ltion, and the public is agitated as
well as divided on. the question of
his guilt. Present appearances are
made darker for the
at the examinatien before Justice

on the :

Wilecox,and if the testimony of the
murdered girl's sister and that of
others to whom she made state-
ments of her relations with the de-
fendant, and which were ruled vut
at the examination, should be ad-
miited ‘at the trial, it is probable
thatthe case will go very hard with
the Rev, Herbert Hayden, Metho-
Jdist minister at Madison, Connegcti-
cut.

e —e A o A———

FATAL PANICS.

— - —

THE terrible consequences attend-
ing a paniec in a crowded building
should be thoroughly impressed on
the public mind, This has been
illustrated by several  recent oc-
currences, notably ameng which
are the dreadful affair at the Coli-

seum Theatre in Liverpool,and the
awful scene at the Colored Baptist

=)

Church, in Lynchburg, which
have both beel recorded in our tel-
egraphic dispatches,

Most persons who have crossed
the plains have witnessed the ex-
traordinary cattle-fright called a
stampede. It is ofteninexplicable,
always uncontrolatle. The scared
animalx rush forward pell mell, as
if maddened to frenzy, and sweep
onward in & raging mass like a
sudden tornado, “ A human panic
seems to be of a similar nature.The
most trivial circumstance answers
for a cause. At the Liynchburg cat-
astrophe, a small piece of plaster-
ing fell from the eceiling while a
marriage ceremony was in progress,
and in an instant all was eonfusion
and insanity. People in. the gal-
leries threw themselves vut of the
windows, and the crowds which
blocked egress at the doorwsys were
rendered denser by men and wo-
men who jumped upon them from
the stair-tops. There was not the
least real cause for alarm, and yet
thirty persens were seriously injur-
ed and ten women were crushed to
death.

People should endeavor to' culli-

er than |

and sustained by the lively. litile
Jﬁﬂfﬁﬂﬂr o'l <+ 94 i}
DOCTRINES OF THE DRUIDS:

Tus Druids were an order of priests

N

western Europe. _
is supposed to have originated from
two Celtie words . “De,” and
‘“‘rouyd,” signifying God speaking.
Much ‘of the history and teachings

of the Druids is lost to the present
age, because. their doctrines and re-
gulations'were nol committed to
writing, ' but ‘were ecommunicated
orally. To the Welsh bards the
people of modern times are chiefly
indebted for what is knewn of these
devotees, but relics of their wonder-
ful works in masonry are to' be
found te this dayat BStonehenge,
Avebury and many other parts of
(Great Britain, as well as]in western
France,

formed their mystie¢ rites chiefly in
the open air, and frequently under
the spreading branches of the lordly

oak, the mistletoe twining around
it being regarded as a sacred plant,
possessing curative and prophylac-
tic powers, and as an antidote to
poisons, h:_ was gathered with sa-
cred ceremonies, and sacrifices were
offered when the priest, clothed in
white raiment, cut it down with a
golden sickle, T
The Druids originally came from
Asia, and their doctrines and rites
were evidently deriyed from the
ancient Jewish law." Indeed we
have no ‘doubt that they were off-
shoots from those branches of the
house 'of Israel which passed
through Europe to the regions of
the north, and have since been re-
ferred to as the loat tribes. Their

festivals indicate their source, and
though they departed widely in
many things from the strict letter
of the Mosaic code, there was
enough left of its forma and epirit
among them to form good ground
for this belief in their Israelitish
origin. But theugh they retuined
many ‘principles of the ‘ancient
faith, they also mingled  with it

l

much of the supersition' and
not a few of the occult rites of the
heathen, which were strictly for-

tutes happiness in 'this, and in fa-
ture states, and which by persever-

lanee in virtue he may hope for and

be assured of.””’
“The last being that came into
existence in this world was man,

He appeared with ‘the first rising
sun, before that it was perpetual
night. He is destined to. fill a cer-
tain place in the creation, buta
perfect liberty to act in such =

thatexisted and flourished among | character; or able to attach hiraself
the early Celtic races of north-|toeither good or evil, as the im-
The word Druid (¥

ulses of his ewn inclinations shall
lead him, acecountsble, rewardable,
or punishable for all that he does.
Humanity is, therefore, a state of
liberty, and consequently of proba-
tion.” it

‘““One infallible rule of daty is
not to do anything, or desire to do
it, but what can eternally be done,
and obtained in the celestial state
where no evil can exist. The good
and happiness of ‘one being must

pot arise from the evil or misery of

another.” | _ PR,
And here are somse of their triads:
““There are three primeval Uni-

ties; and more than one of each

cannot exist; one truth, one point

’ of liberty, and this where all oppo-

sites equiponderate,
““Three things proceed from the
primeval Unities; all life, all that is

The Druids worshipped and per-|

vestments, their tenets and their|

good, and all power.

““God consists necessarily of three
things; the greatest of life, the
greatest. of knowledge, and the
greatest of power, and of what is
the greatest there can be no more

| than one of anything."”

““Three things evince what God
has done, and will do; Infinite
Power, Infinite Wisdom, and In-
finite Love; for there 18 nothing
that these attributes want of power,
of knowledge, or of will to per-
formu, gt

““The three regulations of God to-
wards giving existence to.every-
thlug‘f_ to annihilate the power of
evil, to assist all that is good, and
to make discrimination manifest
thatit might be known whatshonld
and what should not be.”

“Three things will' infallibly be
done; all that is possible for the
power, for the wisdom, and for the
tove of God to perform.’

“Three things it is impossible
that God should not perform; what
is most beneficial, what all most
need, and what is the most beauti-
fal of K11 thfpors |-G U = 34

Although many corruptions of
the truth have become mingled
with these tenéts, yet it is evident
to those who ' underswand, that the
main doetrines of the Dl’ﬂ{ﬂ‘ﬂ eman-
ated originally from adivine source.

’E

And this may be said of all the
reat religions that have held sway
over large portions of the ‘human

b ) Sy . : G 1
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