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during the time I1 was there I1 bap-
tized in oak-
land

long viz onesixteen pergpersons
and six innine in san francisco

sacramento ordained two elders or-

ganized and two sundaybranchesd two
schoolstte0 had elders in sacramento and
alsoafao in southern california and suesuc

F M lymaneldersceedee in getting
ittaand B H roberts to come to the
southern part of the state to assist the
elders there for jla short time during the
early part of 1894 little lengthythis communication is a
but as brief as I1 could andtit I1 have been
I1 hope you may give it a place in your

jolinJOHN L DALTONvaluable paper

GIFT OF revelation
in all and dispensations whenages

the church of god has been on the
garthanh the siltgift 0otf revelation has been

gifts of theone of the most important
essential to the very exisspirit it is without it thechurch fortencefence of the

churchchirch would become as lifeless as the
human body without food drink or air

body would die and beAs the mortal
atmeaone disorganized without these feces

of christmaryaary elements so the body
atte church would die become dis

cease to exist on theganized and
aaltarab if this essential spiritual gift were

ken frofromin it the gift of revelation is
food and drink and thethe spiritualespiritual without it godaveryvery life of the church

never has accepted nor even will recog-
nize any church as his own inin any age
orW generation or among any people
tillition or tongue

the gift of revrevelationelation is necessary in
abeA

I1

church to revrevealeal doctrine many
have been revealed ininbood principles

relating to the doctrine otofat ages
ovation which have bbeeneen recorded for
thebenefit of man but these recorded
principles were never intended to super-
vene00 the necessity of the revelations olof
the spirit in regard to the same subjects
because the spirit revealed the doctrine
of to the anterilubuithfaith and repentance
evians that was no reason why successive
rOvela tors after the flood should not
have the same good principles revealed
to them because faith and repentance

wirewere revealed in the books of moses
that was no reason why the same should
not be revealed anew in the books of
jeremiahbahiah ezekiel and in many other in-
spired

in-
spired writings otof the old testament
because matthew mark luke and john

doctrine that didwritewere inspired to
notat hinder peter paul james and jude
from being inspired also to write upon
the same indeed it is one of the
characteristics of inspiration that the
same doctrine is often revealed over
udd over again in successive ages by

successive revelatorsrevelatory the reason why

there is a repetition of revelations on
the same subject is not because such
subjectj is wholly unknown but because
there are many other principles con-
nected with it which are of importance
to be revealed and which could not be
manifested with the same good effect if
isolated from principles which were
formerly revealed

another reason why the same doctrine
is revealed over again in successive
generations is because it may not be as
plain to the generations following as
when first revealed the latter being
wholly unacquainted with the circum-
stances under which it was given to
remove this obscurity god reveals the
same doctrine to successive ages with

such explanations as are necessary to
make it plain to the understanding9 of all
language is sometimes ambiguous and
very imperfect and especially where
sacred writings have been translated
iromfrom one language to another by unin-
spired men the real meaning of the
revelator is not always clearly under-
stood hence arises differences of opinion
and great divisions to remove these
evils the gift oi01 revelation is necessary
to reveal the doctrine over again in
language that can be understood and
thus to unite the views of the saints and
make them one

the gift of revelation is necessary in
the church not only to reveal in greater
plainness what has become partially ob-
scure by tradition and many other
causes combined but to make manifest
doctrine that has been nearly or entirely
lost such as marriage for eternity the
multiplication of the human species after
the resurrection the pre existence otof the
spirits of all flesh the redemption of
spirits from prison by the preaching of
the gospel to them baptism lorfor the
dead the redemption and immortality of
the animal creation and a great variety
otof other doctrines which have evidently
once been understood as the scriptures
by references more or less obscure in-
dicated

in
dica ted the gift of revelation will
therefore reveal and make plain such
doctrines as have been lost to the world
forages

in different dispensations there are
generally some doctrines entirely new
such as have not been revealed to any
former age the gift of revelation there-
fore is necessary to point out what
doctrines are intended to be peculiar to
the dispensation in which they are given
circumcision was peculiar from abra-
ham till christ the passover and many
of the laws and ordinances of israel
were ppeculiarpeculiar during the mosaic dispen-
sation the sacrament of the lords sup-
per was peculiar to the christian dispen-
sation the gathering of all things in one
inn heaven and on earth which are in
christ is peculiar to the great and last
dispensation of the falness of times
the gathering of the twelve tribes of
israel the building of the old and the
new jerusalem and the preparations for
the second advent will include many
doctrines ordinances statutes com-
mands and institutions peculiar to the
last dispensation therefore the gift of
revelation is necessary to bring forth
things both new and old

the gift of revelation is necessary to
make known the callings of god unto
men there are many appointments in
the church such as those of apostles
prophets evangelists bishops elders
pastors Teacher sand deacons with
out revelation it could not be known
whom the spirits selected to fill these
responsible stations therefore with
out revelation there be no legal
authorities ordained hence the church
would necessarily cease from the earth
when the last ones ordained by cevela
tion left or departed this life it is ad-
mitted babothby both catholics and protestants
and by nearlydearly the whole of christendom
that there have been no revelations
since the first century of the christian
era consequently there could have
been no callings to the ministry after
that period therefore when the minis-
ters who lived at the close of the first
century died the authority and the
church must have ceased from the
eastern hemisphere

ythe gift of revelation is also
to make known the duties of the official
members of the church in the christ-
ian church in ancient times ministers
were set apart for missions to various
countries by the revelation of the holy
ghost they were also dictated by reve-
lation in their daily duties they were
forbidden by revelation to visit certain
places which they intended to visit and
commanded to visit certain countries
where they hadbad no intention of goingtomegwithout revelation they could nneither
be called to the minis ry nor act in the
same even if they could have been
called therefore take away this one
spiritual gift and the church would
necessarily cease from the earth

ORSON PRATT

MARYLAND conference
RoCK VILLIE montgomery co

maryland december 31i 1896
at our last conference held at metz

west virginia I1 was appointed to labor
with elder E tanner jr we lettleft
metz and attended the conferencecon terence held
at pratt maryland while there we
hadbad a good time and received valu-
able instructions from our president
elder samuel G spencer from there
we came on to this place and went to
work according to instructions without
purse or scrip we went to see the
mayor and got permission to distribute
our tracts in the city and then went to
the board of education to see if we
could get schoolhouses to hold meetings
in but were refused we met with kind
people who took us in and administered
to our wants on the teth of october
elder heber hogan and nathan thom-
as from cache county utah arrived
here E tanner and heber hogan
went into harford county to labor

we find a very hospitable people in
this county and I1 think we have made a
great many friends although we cannot
get many houses to hold meetingsmeet inKs in
we travel from house to house distribut-
ing tracts selling many copies of the
voice of warning and talking with the
people wherever they invite us into their
houses we went into a small town
called the great falls on saturday night
went to the man that had charge of the
hall and got the privilege of holding
meetings there on sunday we then
went to the hotel and told the proprietor
who we were and how we traveled and
he took us in and treated us very kindly
this place is a pleasure resort for the
rich people and on sunday they came
pouring in on bicycles and inin carriages
to spend the sabbath in pleasure but
we held our meetings and had a good
turnout at both of them and we were
invited to spend monday with a family
at this place there we fludd some
honest souls seeking after the truth
they had many questions to ask us
which were all answered to their satis
faction and on their request we held a
meeting at their house in the evening
A few of the neighbors came in and we
hadbad a good time all felt well paid forTaidcoming out to hearbear us on tuesday
morning we blessed their baby and bade
them goodbyegood bye

leaving there we went down the
chesapeake and ohio canal by which
is transported coal from cumberland to
washington by means of large boats
which are drawn by two or three mules
their travel was very slow we went to
washington the other day and while


