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DELIVERED
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Swiday afternoon, (Annual Con-
Serenos) April Blh, 1883,

REPOBTED BY GIBES AND IRVINE.

We have had a very interesting
Conference, and a great many very
excellent principles have basen pre:
serited to the people. Ael told the
Priggthood last evening, we sre oe-
cusyld‘ga very peculsr pusitien in
the'earth, s position that has not
been-of our own eseeking. God has
ret His hand to accomplish His por-
poeed upon the earth, and for this

urpose He has revealed Himegelf

i the Heavens, as we have heard
since this Conference commenced.
In pureuance of thls He has manl-
fested Himeelf and His Son Jesus
Chrlst, and , bas' restored the
Holy Priesthood by and through the
medium of a Prlesthood, or various
ts of » Priesthood that existed in
ormer ages- those bolding that ev.
etlasting Priesthood, which sdmin-
isters irfime and in eternity, have
beén “commigsioned from the hea-
vens to come to the earth to bring to
pass the very things of which they
themselyes. had prophesied. Al
thongh we are, comparatively
speaking, & emall people, few in
number, yzt 23 it was in the days of
Jegus fo it i to-duy. The Goepel is
like = _little leaven put Into a certain
portion: of moal, and it ie working
and operating, and the ultimate re-
salt \‘?li be thatthe whole fump
wiLbd leavened. Not thal every-
body-that is in the world will obey
the Gospel; but the Lord will have
His own way In manipnolating Hia
affalrs, and grest tribulation will
overtake the inhabitants of the
eartl., Ae yon have heard, man
‘of the wicked will slzy the wicked;
but after these things have taken
place.the good, the honoravle, the
virtuous, the pure, those that are
desirous toserve God will ali bave
thelr position, and that thing will be
fulfilled which was spoken of by
Jesus—Blessed are the meek for
they shall iInherit the earth.”
The time will yeot  ocome
when- the Saints of the Most
High will take the kingdom
and held dominicn under the whole
heavens, These are principles that
are familiar to us ell. In the mean-
time, however, many important
events have .to take place,anda
great labor has to be performed, and
will be performed by the agencies
which have been inlroduced by ihe
Lord and which will be hereafter
int ced by Him for the acoom-
plishment of His purposes, and the
bringlug to pass of Hlis rightecus
will. For thia purpose the Holy

Priesthood hes been restored; for,

thiz purpose tho message of life and
salvation has Deen proclaimed to
the natlons of the earth;.for this
purpese mfter the recoplion of the
Goadpel the pecple have been gath-
ered together in order that the Liord
might have a people who would be
under the influence of His Holy
Bpirit. We have all been baptized
by one baptism, and have all par-
taken of the same Bpirit,and where-
ever-these ordinances have been‘_qd?
ministéteéd according to the order o

God, and have been received by, the
faithfol among the nations of the
earth, these effects have alwaysa fol-
lowed. I have besn among the na-
tions myself, and I have baptized
Eloople and confirmed them at least

years ago we had some twenby-five

nationalities reprezented at one_of

our public demonstratlons.

thus our work s to go on and 5f¥Fesd

and incresse. The -Apostles, the |
Seventics, the Elders, and men woat
have received the light of: truth

will spread forth that light to others

of the famtly of God throughout th]
world,  This is a lahor reating upon

the Elders of Israel; and until it is
secomplished we ehall not have ful-

filled our mission here opon the
earth. Then, again, we have other
works to perform sassociated with
the Church, with the Kingdom,
and with the Zion of God. I think
somefimes that we as a people are &
good deal sectarian In our feelings,
and 1t is necessary for usoccasionally
too look at the pit from whence we
were dug and the rock from whenég_]
we were hewn. We are &ll to ready
to ory out, 83 the secisrians do in]
their differernt orders, !
*Ihe temple of the Lopd; tho lemple of the

TheIgg;ﬁe of tho Lord &re we."

And ve are apt to forget sometimes
the mission tThat God has placed
upon msg,-which is & mission of mer- |
¢y, & mission of light, a miesfonl of
Intelligence, a misslon that i cal-
culated to elevate the world of maf-
kind,even all those who witl receive’
and obey it. Kt is not intended for
ue slone; it 1s intecded for all men'’
Who sre (be world, and who are
we? Wosay we are the children of
@God our Heavenly Father. That Is
true; we ure the childrer of God onr

|-

-orought-- ab

two of u family, and bring them_to
-Zion, Alid;ii'gaf wn'ﬂegt'é;dn_wl

Fheen
howa ol

Eatethegimal’ bellaulbt and. #h-} pifkhasdowh from the principles by

atruoted in regard lo the laws of Iife
and salvaticn,  And this has been)
in fulfllment of
augient propheey;; deremish for fn-
stance i referritig to it,eaid that He
would-take theln one of 'a ' city iihd:

them when He.shonld get them
there? He would give them psas-
tors after His own heart who shonld
feed them with knowledge and an-
derstanding. And the pame great
e;er't;hig referred to by other Pro-
phets.
T'was very much pleased with fhe
remarks, made by ,Brother Ersstus
Hnow,-witlf regard to cur own na-
tion,-ip-which be' enid that 7} jhad
through the power
a od; and in mccordgnes
ith, the swords of ~-the Lord;-as'con+
tained Inghe Book of "Mormon, that;
‘the peopieswere, in'. the. first-place,
dmpelled $0-.come -here; and-“after
coming here, te contend-fér humsn
freedom upon -this jand;-and it wax
by pud through the power -of ~God-
thagi- the fathers~of this- country.
frampgithe Declarationfof Todepen|
dence, and plso thatgrest palladium
of human rightes-the-Constifution;

of the. Stales, - There dsmho-
thing of e, blgotteas narrowy cons
tracte fhai sbous- -that jinstru-
meRt; Hjsorend, ang: comprehen.

sive; Andg they bad s belkin Philas
delphia, which | and perhaps many

written, “Proclaim lberty through-

Heavenly Father. And is God our
Father? The Beriptures say eo.
But what of the rest of the world
—say of this nation, and ajl other
vations—what of thiem? Whose
children are they? Théy are alse
the children of our Heavenly Fa-
ther, and He is interested in thelr
welfare £8 He is In cure} and as &
kind and beneficent father towards
Hjs children, He- has béerl ‘téeking
fram generation to™ generation to
prompte the welfare, the ‘hiappinesa,
and: the exaliation 4f the-human
family. And let me say here, that
He s the fountaln of life, the foun-
{ain of Yight, and &t Tountain of In-
telligence, as we uged- to say in the
Chuarch of En[glnnd when I was a
little boy, and I suppose they say so
now; it is He fhat hath made vs
and not we ourselves; we are His
people and the sheep of His pas-
inre,” He provides for ms. We
sometimes falk about the hand of
God being over ua. Of courze it Is,

out the inud; snd 1o all 'thednbabi-
tants thereofy'? but I was sbrry tosece
that the bell wan cracked. I sup-
poke’lt g6t orscked after the grand
effortsthatewas  made! e’ Lroclalm
liberty 1hrougkioutihe lnn_dj bnd- I
have thought since fht 1l “has™ not
been olderedrup ybt. - But “with all
th “weaknesses” and imperfeotions
agsociated with' men,” ‘the govern-
mint of thia natlon'has been = great
bulwofk for humaiz freedofio, and I
felt proud at~'the time when ™ Mr,
Edmunds,swith ~his colleagues, in-
troduced hi: bill known as the Fid-
munds bill, thati therewas such a
numberof gertienierf who had the
manhood and-the m¥oral ‘courage to
opposee it in the buld atd'manly way
In which they did, showing plamly
that they cherished in  thelr bosome
the principles contained in the Con-
stitution, I respectsych men, and
they command the respect and es-
teem of all honorable,right-thinking
pecple. They could afford to render

and will be over us forever, if we
will only sexve Him, for ﬂe ia al-
ways true. But His hand is over
the natione of the earth algo. He is
Interested In the welfare of this na-
tlon and all other nations and all
other peoples a8 well as 1 our wel-
fare, What was the greatest bless-
ing conferred upon Abraham? One
was that his seed should be numer-
ous as the stars of heaven, and as
the sand upon the sea shore. I dp
net Enow that he would have got
along very well in this land now-a-
days; they wonld have been after
bim for polygamy. People do not
belleve ro much in these things now
a8 they did formerly, Nevaer-
theless, the Lord told him to take
another wile; but, then, perhaps the
Lord made a mistake, ]&e had not
studled nmiodern Christianity; He
was, to use the language of the ad-
vanded Christian, behind the times.
But whatover may be thought or
#aid about it, according to the record
that has come down to us, He used
to talk to people In that day.

But Jet me refer you to another
blessing connseted with Abraham,
namely, that in him and his seed
should all the nations of the earth
be blessed. Or, In other words, that
God wonld honor him by mekin

three different languages, and
the same Spirlt rested opon all of
those different peoples, and so it is
throughout a1l natlons. The YLord
has said He would pgather together
Hiy elect frtom the four quartera of
the earth: And how does Ho do it?

of him and his seed agents through
whom He would communicate
trath, intelligence and salvation to
the world. It is said ¢ the glory of
God s intellgence ” and He Is de-
8irous to impart this intelligence to

By operating upon the mindeof
thoss who obey the Qospel. Jesuns
gaid in His day—and it 1s (rue to-
day—*My gheep hear my voice and
koow it and follow me and a st ranger
they will not follow because they
know not the voice of a stranger.”
It ls nder the inflnence of this
Bpirlt that-we have been gathered
together. We used to sing:

‘Whither shall we follow, fol'ow, follow,

Whither shall weo foliow, follow thec?

All the wuyto Zion, 8l} the way to Zion,

All the way to Ziom,

We will follow thee.

What made you gather here? The
impulse of the Bpirit of the jiving
God, and you could not keep away,
We have representatives here from
very many nations to.day. Here
ate Elders who have preached the
Gospel In many- natlons. A few

the human family that throogh it
they riny be exaited to the (od-
head. Abraham’s posterity were to
etand 88 mescengers of God, as Je-

gatea of the skies, commi
the great Jehovah Tt Hit

wor
chlldren; for God has
told, of one blood all the famillea
of the earth, and haa given
anto them a portion of His Bpirit,
if haply they would fec! after Him
althoulgh hela not far from ary one
of ue. For In Him we live,and move,
and have our being, And under the
influences of His Bpirit man has ac.
complished very much good; and
to-day there are hosta of onorable,
npright men who in their hearts
fear God, but they have not yet
found the right way, But in the

even fo His
made, we ara

themselves unpopalar in the eyes of
religious bigots and fanatics) politicl-
ans; but they could not afford to be
‘amongst thoze that are ready to tear
down the bulwarjy,0f humsn free-
dom, and trall inthe dust the flag
of our country. They did not be-
lleve in our religlon. Of course,that
1s a matter of their own; it is none
of our buslness, neltber ls cur re-

they understand and appreciate.
There are two 'things that I have
felt very declded npon ever pince I
couid com{)rehend anything;. one
was that I would worship God as I
plenged withoutanybody’s dictation;
and that I woold dictate to no man
hig faith, neither shoujd any man
dictate to me my f?}; and the
other wae that I would¥vote-as 4
pleased. And I entertain the same
sentiments to-day. When the Qom-
missioners, operating under the Ed-
munds lIaw, made thelr extraordi-
naty rulings and awthorized the ad-
ministering of the test oath; deglar-
Ing who should voteand who should
not, I could not help remarking that

of yon have seen, ppon which was

ligion any of their buelness, which’

which we bave been guided from the
beginning?, No; we ptlll mean to
Tlive' e#m and to malntain them,
and to oontend for our rights, G4t by
dynambte or nltro-glycerine, but to
do_80 legally and constitutionslly,
not_only in _defense_ of. _our_own
righis, but the rights and lberties of
our children and those of every {ree
‘mar throughout the fand. This is
the course we purpose taking.

As I before stated we have been
‘called from the nations of the earth
by Him who is our.Father, we be.
ing Hischildren. And He has fold
va to ask, and we ghall recelve.
He has told us to seek and we. shall
find; to knock and it shall be opened
tous. Very well, What shall we
do? We willtize the best means we
9an to defend our righte; and after
“we have done this we will then go
to our Heavenly Father and ask
HIm to help us. Will He do it?
Yee. Hrs He done it? Yes, and
we acknowledge His hand in regard
to these things. He has heard our
prayera without noise, without tu-

—= —
inturea, all the Congreeses, all iy,
Parliamente, and all the Rﬁlchﬂhgg
all the Chambers of Deputies gy
Benstes of the earth were to get i,
gether and [afa & decree that py,
sun should rise five or ten Iminnty
or hall an hour later or earlier thy,
1t doea—dp you think it would hay,
any effect upon 11?7 I do not thig
it would, I think it would stilly
¢n in its uswoal couree, and thy
would feel that they were depe,
dent upon God. Do the wory
Eknow that in Him welive and moy
and have our being? Does this cg,
gregation know that there Is gy
one of them coald leave this hop
unless God permitted it, and fg
tained them in 20 doing? Do ty
nations of the earth comprehen
that they are in His hands, snd th
he puts down one nation and raim
up another accor: ing to the comq,
sels of His will, and none can s

“Why dotst thou thus.” Wi
have we to du? To begln with, §
should treat everybody wright,§
should deal justly mnd honoral
with all men, and should seek

-mult. He has told us thus far that
it we will continue to obey Him
and to observe His Iaws, He will
deliver us aod direct us even
ito] the end, And we need
have no feurs  whatever about the
result. He has promised us that in-
acmuch a8 we do Hls wiii and keep
-His com mandments, He will fight
outr battlee. And I feel confldent

and perfectly easy, and I felt Just as
ensy during the forore and commo-
tlon-that raged through the land a
few months igo as I do to-day;
-knowing, as I do,that if we will per-
form our part, the Lord willnot fall
todo Hie. - Becatge others act fool-
istily 'we cannot afford to imftate
‘them; 'We profess to be the Zion of
God;thepure in heart. Wae profess’
to ba men and women of integrity,
of truth and virtue, and to have faith’
in God. This must-not only be our
profession, bat our firsctice; we must
cirry out and fnifii the word and
will and " ' law of God.
Jesus  tsught  His  disciples
how to pray. 8sid He: ¢Our
Fatber who art in heaven.” That
ig, your Fathénand my Father, the
God and Father of the spirits of all
flesh. “Ouwr-Father who art in
heaven, hallowed be thy name,”
0, God, we reverence thee; we ob-
eerve thy law, and we wish to keep
thy commandmer:ts, and purge our-
eelves from all evil, that we may be
acceptable to thee. *“Hallowed be
thy name; thy kingdom come.” We
reverence thee, O, God, aod atfri-
bute to thee all that we have in this
world, and all that we expect to
have in the eternitles 1o come.
UHallowed be thy name, Thy
kingdom come.” Thy whal? Thy
kingdom come. That is the rule of
QGod, the government of God, the
dominion of GQod; the time when
men will pot be ashamed to ac-
koowledge God as tiheir Father,

their friend and benefactor.
“Thy kingdom come.” When
all will eubmit to thy rule,

to thy law, to thy jurisdiotlen, to
thy dominion; that Thy will may
be done onm earth aait ia done
Inheaveu., How was it done In
heaven? God spako, chaoa heard,
and this world rolled into existence;
and s0 did other worlda nuder the
same divine impalse and power.
And =ll thoze systerns that revolve
argand vs were mede and are ap-
held by the mighty power of God
who governs In the heavens above
and apon the earth benecath, and
among the worlda, Whether men ac-

people Were acting very foolizhly,
that they did mot know what they
were doing; but whether they knew
it or. pot their attempts to wrest

g} from this peeple thelr rights and

liberties, were no more or Jesa than
indireot attempts to tare down the
balwarks of American Iiberty. Buot
in this inexcusable attack npon hao-
man rights and the pringiples of
liberty we can take no part.  What
then will we do? YThey haveno
right, it is trus, to Interfere with us
in the way-tfxey have done; they
have no righi, it is true, to prohibit

us from voting without ‘a earing
and wlthout a trla); they
have no - right, #t is troe, to

present to na & test oath, it being il-
legal and contrary to onr rights as
American oltizens. Buat we wijll
submit gracefully for the time being,!

aot in the capasity of obstructionists}
and when the time comes we wili
test these proceedinge mcoording to
sthe laws of the land, and the prin-
ciples of liberty guaranteed by
the Constitntion of the United
Btates, which we recognfza and
Tespeot. Have we yielded up
our franchises? No, we have not,

gathered » people from  the [nations

providencesof Hia mercy He has|wWin

we ever do 1Y No, never;
no, never, Have we In the lmf

withdraw from the poles rather thap

knowledge that or not the time will
come on thirearth when every knee
shall bow.to Him, and every tongne
shall confess that Jesus 1a the
Christ, to the glory of God the Fa-
ther. That time will come., It is
not here now; but se I havesaid He
has introdouced this Gospsl as the
entering wedge, aa the little leaven
by whioh he can operste, that He
may have s people under the influ-
ence of the Huly Ghost, a poople
that can hold communlon witn
him, like 5o many thoasand strings
penetrating the eternal worlds and
drawing down blessings from the A ).
mighty,drawiog fire,and life,and in-
telligenoce from Eim;for,we ourselves
are sparks strock from the blaze of
Hia eternal fire, emznatibg from
God our Father, and we Wish to
operate with Him and for Him and
ander His guidance, for the accom-
plishment of His purposes here up-
‘on the earth, This is what we are
here for. Now I come to another
point. We pray *Thy will be done
on earth az it {8 done In heaven.”
How 18 it done there? As I gaid,
God spake, chaca heard, and the
world rolled into existance, and it s
sapported by the mighty power of
God, and who can #iay His hand.
Do you think thatif all the Legis-

Fowme 4wt

protect 5ll men i thelr rights ao f§
as we have the power to de s0, a
then to malntain our own on th
rame principle. And what ihep
Fuear God and observe Hia laws, ang
we ought every one of us to play
ourselves in communicallon wig
the Lord, and He bas tried Lo maf
nsunderstand thia, but it seeqy
very difficalt for us to do so. It wy
in former times and it is Gow, B
BAYS, ‘‘ask and ¥e shall recsjve”
it not & very elmnple thing? ¢
and ye shalf find.” Is it not
essy. ‘‘Knock and it shall be g
ed unto you.* But says He, youk
not understand it aright. Now,x
me mentlon a thing to yoo. M
child aak of you bread, woully&
give it a stone—you fathera and yo
‘mothers? I think mot. If the chil
Buked a fish woald you give it a scor
plon.”  Why, no. ‘the .mothe
would eay, “Sswmmy, or Mary,” u
the cate mlght be, “you wast
some bread—welll will give yu
some with butter and molaser * The
mother wouid try to meslow wisn.
ea of the children, and somelimes
give them a little candy to hoot
Now, then, says the Lord, “If u
then, being evil, know how to
good gifts unto your children,
much more shall your Father wi

is in heaven give His Holy Bpirity
them that ask him.?” It is ve
plain when you get at it, and H{
very slmple, and pecpls’ w
somotimen, they think-it an stz
ishing thing that God. should ¥
peopie’s prayers. Why, bless
-souls, that ia the strongest f
have, and when we get inlo
difficulty in the nation or anywh
else, we humbleg ourgelves belots
Lord—and we all need to do

for we all have our weakneseses
imperfections; andit is neoe
that He shonld be very merciful
us, And He is, and knows howd
bear with us. We need also
Enow .how to bear with one ano
and to place ourselses in com

on with God, and In doing thii 8
purge onrcelves from everythi
that iz wrong and evil.- Andl
you--you Elders of Israel,you Lrelt
ren and you sisters, that If ye
will begin to do the will of God &
the earth as it is done in hesvagiie
power and blessing of God wif P
upon yYou and upon this b, ard
no power will be able to injure yo
from this time forth, God expedd
as to do Hia wil), to carry oot B
purpoees, snd jf His will laves
Jdone on the earth as 1 s dous
heaven, whete in creation wi
start, i it does ot etart here?
every mamr put himself right
every womsn and every familf
the same, and all the Prleath

al] its various departments apdm
ifications, and let every one walk§
to the line and perforua his o
and in the name of Israels &
Zion ehal! srise and shine andk
glory of God shall rest upon¥®
Our progress is onward and up
until the kingdoms of this world¥
come the kingdoms of our God
His Chriet, and loud anthe
sounded from among the natho
glory and honor and power
might and majesty and domini
aacribed unto Him that sitteth if
the throneand unto the LambF
ever and forever, Amen

INDIANA CONFERENCEZ

The Indiana Confenence was b
at Johnsonville, Warren Coml
Ind., April 21st, 1883,

1088,

After ainging and prayer
dent Wm. M. Palme!;rEDO“ ups
the nature and blessings of lhiﬁ‘:
pel, showing that the Gospel
tanght by.our Lord an« Bavior ¥

P



