RELIGIOUS.

Sunday Services.

Religious services were held at the
Taberpacle, 8alt Lake City, Bunday,
April 19, 1891, commencing at 2 p.m.,
President Angus M. Cannon presiding.

The choir sang the hymn com-
mencing:

Praige yo the Lord! my heart shall join

In work so pleasant, so divine.

Prayer was offered by Bishop Wil-
liarn B. Preston.

The clioir sang the hymn:

He dicd! the Great Redeemer died,
And lsrael's daughters wept aroaud.

The Priesthood of the Twenty-first
Wanrd officiated in the adininistration
of the Bacrament. i

ELDER WILLIAM BPRY

Was called to address the congrega-
tion. He said it was pleasing to gather
together on such occasions as this and
listen to the Word of God, to the prio-
ciples of the gospel of life everlasting
as uttered by those who spoke to the
congregation under the influence and
power of the Holy Ghost. Aps Latter-
day Baints, understanding the Gospel
a8 it had been revealed again from the
heavens, they felt that  inaa-
much =8s the promise was nade
untv them - that if they would
do the will of the Father, they might
have a claim upon tbe promptings and
inspiration of the Holy Ghost. The
(Gospel was sweet to the Latter-day
Baint; it was joyous to his ear, and he
delighted in living it in his everyday
life; for it was ¢‘the power of (God unto
salvation.”

No other people on the face of the
earth entertained the same ideas per-
tuining to spiritual things as the
Latter-day Bainte. Bo far as religious
matters were concerned they oecupied
a peculiar and distinet position. He
presumed it was designed in the
providence of Almighty God that this
ghould be the case. They believed in
many things which were mnot sac-

cepted by  christendom; at the
same time, they held that they
had followed the admonition of
the Savior, who, addressing the

multitude, said that if they would but
do the will of the Father they should
know of the doctrine whether it wasa of
God or man. Ae Latter-day Saints
they ciaimed that they had okeyed the
commandments of Almighty God and
exercised faith in the promises which
He had male unto the children of
men. Their Elders who went abroad
among the pations made the same
promises to the people as did the
Apostles anclently; and there were
numbers ready to accept their testi-
mony and believe them to he men of
God. Asa resultof this thousands had
gathered together in the valleye of
these mountains.

A peculiarity among the Latter-
day Hainots was their belief in the
communication between the earth
and the heavens—that God was
just as capable in this age of mak.
jng knowan to ue His mind and will as
He ever had been since the days of
father Adam. They saw pDothing
irrational in this, They did oot claim,
however, as did the Christian world
generally, that the varlous gifts and
blessinge enjoyed by the Ohurch were
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placed in it to give it strength and
popularity among the people; but they
did elaim that the gift of hezling hy
the laying on of hands, the casting out
of devils, the speaking in tongues, and
prophesying were not confined to any
particular age of the world—that
whenever the true Goepel had heen
upon the earth these gifts and blessings
accompanied it.

The Latter-day Baints had been per-
secufed and all manner of evil spoken
falsely against them bhecause of their
belief. They had been brought out of
the world because of the pringiples
they had espoused. They had left its
ways, laid aside their traditlons and
falee notions in regard to religion, and
accepted the truth when presented be-
fore them. They had come out on a
platform of their own, und stood prom-
inent amonyg all other people today.
Becauee of this prominence and dis-
tinction they were looked upon as
separated from the rest of mankind
and hated because of their belief in
the name of Christ and the acceptance
of the principles which He promul-
gated. But there was nothing myster-
ivus in connection with the belief of
the Latter-day Baints, and when the
light of reason wae thrown upon it,
it was made 8o plain that, in
the words of the Prophet Isaiah, ¢‘A
wayfaring man, though a fool, need
not err therein,’> The honestin heart
accepted the true Gospel with gratitude
when they heard it from the lipsof the
Elders, and to all Israel today it wasa
familiarsound. The Latter-uay Saints
accepted the Bible as faras it was cor-
rectly translated. Th y did not believe
in mystifying its sayiongs, but took it
literally, for no man had the right to
copstrue itto suit his own imdividual
notions.

In thie great latter-day work the Liord
bad a dispensation to usher in, and fol-
fowing the course He had always pur-
sued in relation to the children of men
He gelected some one to whom He
could communicate His will, giving
him instructions which should be fol-
lewed in order that they io this age
might be brought to a knowledge of
the trntb. While men in our day hield
that this was strange and contrary to
their viewa, yet at {he same time it was
the Lord’s way, and He always did
what seemned unto Him best. So the
Lord revealsd himsell unto the Prophet
Joseph, just as He did to Adam,
Moses, Abraham, and all the other
Prophets who had had communieation
with the heavens. It would remain
the same so long as there was a soul to
redeem. The principles believed in by
the Latter-day Salnts were superior to
those entertained hy the world,because
they came direct from God; they were
based upon truth, righteousness, hon-
esty and virtue, and hence were supe-
rior to man-made doctrines,

The Lord was no respecter of peraons,
but He was desirous that men every-
where should repent and come to a
knowledge of the Gospel, and it
was because of this that their
Elders went forth to proclaim the
true plan of Jife and ealvation. Theirs
was a religion that bhad something
tangible about it; it was not a myth; it
was something which concerned them
both now and bereafter. The Latter-
day Baints could not afferd to lay
dowu their convictions or prove vecre-
ant to the trust committed totheir care

609

in order to place themeelves on a line
with the world and obtain ite good
will. Bomething better than the praise
of men awalted the faithful among
them, and therefore they declined to
yield up thelr maohood and integrity
just for the pake of popularity. They
should find satisfaction in the know-
ledge that their course was accepted by
Almighty God.

The speaker concluded by bearing
personal testimony to the truth of the
Gospel and the divine mission of Jos-
eph Bmith, who, he said, was omne of
the greatest Prophets that ever lived.
This werk would triumph notwith-
astanding every obstacle thrown in its
way. :

The choir sang the anthem:

Hew heauntiful apon the mountaine.

The benediction was pronounced by
Elder E. Beesley.

LECTURE ON THE NILE.

After ap adjournment of two weeka,
the Btudents’ Bociety convened last
Friday evening at the Bocial Hall,
Loetructor J. J. Walton preeiding.
After singing hy the College Male
(3lee Club (a selection entitled: ‘‘Hall,
Bilent Night”’ and the invocation) a
piano eolo, entitled ‘‘Caprice Hougrois”
wad rendered by Mies Cumorah Smith.

Mr. C. R. Bavage then gave his
ecture on ‘‘The Bolution of the Nile
Mystery.” The speaker referred to
the mystery which anciently involved
the sources of the Nile, aleo to the
tradition that that large volume of
water originated In some of the moun-
tains existing in the moon. A general
topographical outline of Africa was
then given and brief reference made to
the most important explorers of the
dark contineni. The great adventurer
apd explorer, ‘Dr. David Livingston,
was spken of asa God-fearing mman,and
of his being inspired by an heavenly
influence to perform the work which
he did. His character, a brief sketch
of his life, hls travels, snd his dis-
coveries inm Africa were delineated,
and of his being lost to the world dur-
ing the years 1869-70-71, while o the
heartof Africa Investigating thesources
of the Congo. Mention was madeof the
anxiety whlich prevailed the world
over concerning the sudden dizappear-
ance of Livingston, and of the propo-
sition made to Mr. Henry M. Btanley
by Mr. James (fordon ]gennet.t of the
New York Heraid to go to Atrica and
find bim. Mr. Btanley accepted the
&roposlt.ion and eaid, I will find bim

od being my helper.’’ The life and
character of Btanley were laconically
treated upon, the lecturer mentioning
the principal events of his Iife, At
the age of filteen years he became a
school teacher, worked his passage
across the Atlantic as acabin boy to
New Orleans, his return to Epgland;
his account of the Abyssinian war,and
the part taken under General Waolseley
in the Ashantee war. Attention was
pext drawn to the natives of Africa, of
their vast number, there being 130,-
010,000 south of 10.0 north latitude, of
their secluded condition, their woful
Ignorance, and their wild and barbaric
ptute. Zanzibar was referred to as pos-
sessing the scum aud the offscouring of
the whole continent as weil as all
elements necessary for the production
of a hades in very deed. It was here




