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He hns revealed anew in these latter
times. God the Infinite, the Eternal,
tbe All-Wise would not mnke a dozen,
or a hundred different religions to con-

fuee and bewilder poor humanity.
There can be but one true
religion, because there is but one

true Gud to worship. At the same
time, all people on fhe earth are at
liberty to receive thit religion or to
reject it, or, if they so desire, to make
other religions. But for thia they will
khave to answer to Him when every
man is judged according lo his works.
Neither can’ they receive those bles-
sings either in this warld or the world
to come that they would have received
bad they obeyed the true Gospel, But
we believe that there will be a period
in the history of all men and women
when they will come to an under-
atandiog of the true gospel, either in
this world or in the world to come.
For we believe that man is immortal,
that the spirit of man wil endure
when the body goes intothe grave,that
the body will be raised again
from the dead, and that in the
resurrected body euch individual will
stand before - God and ‘‘give an ac-
eount for- the deeils done in the
-body.” Wedo not believe that this
mortal sphere in which we dwell I3 ail
there 'i8 of life, nor the ounly place
w here the mercy of God can reach
¥is creatures. We belleve that the
tender mercies of God are over all
Fis wotks, that throughout all His
universe His power reaches, the light
of His trulh- can peuetrate, and His
palvation can be «<xtended, and that
those who do not have the privilege of
learning aad understanding the one
true way of life while they dwell in
mortality, will find the opportunity
hereafter in the various mgansions pre-
pared forthe children of men when
chey depart hence.

We helieve that all people willl at
some time hear the Gospel—the Gospel
of Jesus Christ--the {rue plan of salva-
tion, We believein a ““defined pian
of salvatiop;” that it was prepared hy
God; that true religion originates with
Glod—that it comes fromGod downward
to man, and not from man upward to
God, Though men may seek out many
inventivne and make many religiong,
yet the true religion of Goll must come
from Gou, the retizion of Jesus Chriat
must come from Jesus Christ. Christ
and the Father are one, 1 otoue in per-
gon, bnt one in mind, orein sprit,
.one in doctrine, onein prinelple, one in
all things in which two or more in.fi-
wviduale can be perfectly and entirely
united. ‘

\When Jesus was haptized in Jordan,
in.coming out of the water the Father
spoke from heaven saying ““This is

My Beloved8on in whom [ sm well

pleased,? and the Holy Ghost desend-
ed upen him in the form or 8ign of the
dove. This shows that they are gepar-
ate and distinet ag to personality, to
subsatance ajid get ove in esseuce, In
principle, in faith,in Jdoctrlne and in
all thinge in which different persous
ean possibly he uniled. Well, then,
the relizgion of God s the religion
of Jesus Christ, and the
of Jegus Christ is the religion of the
Father. Ttiseald He declared; ““My
docirine g not Mine, but His that sent
Me; ‘and Il apy man shall do His will
he shall know of the doctrine whether
it be of God or whether [ speak of My-

religion”

. :
self.?? True religion, then, comes frrm
God, through Jesua Christ, and ali
mankind may be saved by obeying its
principles. All mankind, except those
who are unsavable, wiil at some time
be saved by the one Gospel. As Christ
preached it to men in the flesh, when
He dweiton the earth before His cruci-
fixion, so after He was slain and
His body lay in thetomb, “*He went,*’
as Peter saye, and ‘“preached to the
spirits in prison’’ who - were ‘dis-
otedisut in the days of Noah, while
the ark was preparing.’? He went and
preached to them the same Gospel
which He preached to men in the
flesh, as we are told by the same
Apostle, What 1 have just quoted
you wiil find in the 3ru chapter of the
first Epistle of Peter, 19th and 20th
verses, ln the next chajter and the
6th verse we are told: ‘For, for thias
cause was the Gospel preached also {o
them thatare dead, that they might
be judged according to men in the
flesh, but live according to God in the
apirit,’> They were -not men in the
flesh; they were men in the spirit,
Clirist went and preached to them
while His body lay in the tomb. “‘Be.
Ing put to death in the flesh, but
guickened by the apirit, * *

He wentand preached unto the spirits
in prison.!’ Hedescended into Hades,
He raid to them in darknpess “show
yourselves,” *‘He led captivity cap-
tive.?? i

Thisis one of the principlis of our
faith, and we expeci that the time
will come when the heathen nations
that have not heard of Jesus Christ
will have the gospel preached to them
in the epirit, as those people did who
Jwelt on the earth before the days ot
Jesus. There are the millions of Jews
who have Jeparted from this life in
unbelief very wmuch through
nn fault of their own, but through
the errors of their ancestors.
Every soul of them, according
to our faith, will hear the Gospel. All
men,in order to he judged hy it. must
hear it. But “How can they hbar
without a preacher, and how can he
preach except he be seni?>? He must
be sent of God, nct of man. Men have
a right to preach; they have a right to

Jdecture, to publieh, to epread abroad

their opinions and views, but to preach
the Gospel and administer i the or-
dinanceas of it with authuority as the
Liord has appointed, man has to be
called of God, to be appointed, to be
ordained, to receive .authority, or-his
wministrations wili not he effectual.
And the time will com® W hen, a8 Jesus
preached to the spir:s in prigon, so His
servants, oalled, ordained and ap-
pointed of Him will go to the thourands
and millions of those who are dead and
putiish the Gospel of peance. And it
shall come to pase, us Isaish said, that
God ghall ““Punish the host of the high
ones that are on high, and the klngs of
the earth upon the earth. And they
shall be guthered together, as prisuners
are gathered in the pit, and shall be
shut up in the prison, nnd after many
days they shall te visited.’” Isaiah
xxiv, 21, 22. They also will hear the
word of the Lord. As CChrist went to
preach deliverance to the captives, the
opening of the prison to them that were
bound to declare the acceptable year of
the Lord, as Isalah predicted (Ixi,
chap, 1, 2 wveree), so His servants,
clothed with His authority will preach

the Gospel to ‘‘every creature,’? until
“avery kneeshall bow and every tongue
confese that Jesus is the Christ to the
glory of God the Father.”?

That is the kind of Goapel the Latter-
day Baints helieve in. They are notso
narrow and contracted in theic jdean as
some people imagine: The Gospel that
we have received takes in all humanity.
Those who have lived upon the earth
in former Jda ys—those (hat dwell among
the nations today--heathens, Christians,
Mahommedans, Jews, all people every-
where, at some time, whether in thls.
world or in the world to which we are
all hastening will hear the sound of the
one Guapel and have an opportunity, of
receiving it or rejecting it for them-
selves, of their own volition and
through their individual age c¢y.

We alsobelieve that ia this one Gospel
of the Lord Jesus Christ there are laws
and ordinances and precepts which
must be observed, or the blessings can-
pot come, We believe that all bless-
ings are predicatet upon law. To every
iaw there is a hlessing; and also u pen-
alty. He that obeys the law will re-
celve the blessing; he that does not
obey it will not receive the blessing,
Thers is po faveritism in this but the
prineciple of law, and obedience thereto
# required, He that wilfully rjects
the law of God, that closes his eyes to
the light,will not look upon it nor try to
receive it and comprehend ity is under
condemnation and wiil be gpunished
for his transgressions,

As [ have read to you, the funds-
mental principles of this Gospel, lts bes
ginnings, are faith in God and in
Jesus Christ, Next, regentavce; then
baptism for the remission of sing; then
the laying on of hands for the giving
or imparting of the Holy Ghosi; and
to him who recejves these fundamental
prisciples will be added line upon
line, preceptupoun precepf, here a little
and there a ittle until he is thorough-
Iy furnished unto all good works.

Faith is.the first principle of the-
Gospel ot Jesus Christ. Without faith
it 18 impossible to please God; without
faith no one can appruach God proper-
Iy. Itisby faith that the blessings of
God are drawn do upon ue. [t s
hy faith that every bleseing pertainingy
to the (Goepel of Jesus Christ i8 im- -
parted, and without faith there is no
true religion. This {falth must be not
simply an assent of the mind to the fact
that God lives, that Jesus of Nazareth
was Hisson, but a living priuciple in
the soul which fis quickened. and
arpused by the preaching of the word,
Faith cometh by hearing the” word of
God. When that word is preached hy
authority, under the influence and
power of the Holy Ghost, faith [a
aroused or guickened, or nrought forth
in the poul of man and he is led to God
his Father, and to believe in the
Lord Jesus Christ. Acting upon that -
living faith—for *“faith without works
isdead”’—he goes on to the next prin-
ciple, which is repentance, and that
means not simply 8 sorrow for ein,
mourning over past follies, but a fixed
and firm determiuation to do right in
the future by the help of God;to turn
from evil, to put away error, to depard.
from all that is foolish and vain, and
iay bold upon that which is right, and
trie. This is real repentance.

When u person believes and thus re-
pents he is a fit subject for baptism,
that is,” to be bturied in water in.



