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in my arms, I said: “Can yon tell me
in a few sentences what in the world
yo,u Mormons believe in beslides
po{{gamy, 80 that I can write it down
amd send it to my friends?"’

The person addressed handed the
poet the **Articles of Faith’’ over
the name of Joseph Smith the
Prophet, which nre appended to the
paper published in the fndependent.

o

THE COMMISSION, THE REGISTRA-
TION, THE ELECTION.

THE decision of the Utah Com-
mission in the examination of com-
plaints agalnst the registiation offi
cers for this city will be found in
another column. We congider it,in
the main, a fair and reasonable doc-
ument.

It was not to be expected that the
Commission would take the same
view of the situntion as that per
ceived by the Committee and mem-
bers of the People’s Party. The
sympathies and feeltngs of the Com-
mission do mnot lie in that
direction. The officers complained
of were of their selection
and  appointment, and they
naturally leaned to some extent to-
ward the point of their support, pro
viding it could be reasonably
afforded. Therefore the evidence
demnanded In substantintion of the
complaints was required to be in the
pature of nLsolute proof, which, of
course, was difficult to obtain. But
every intelligent pefson who has
followed the examination carefully,
must have perceived that the deputy
registration officers have exhibited
great dilligence in certain directions
and lack of energy ‘r. others, and
that the People’s Party had solid
ground for the conviction that they
were being discriminated against
and obstructed in the exercise of a
legal right.

It was demonstrated duriog the
exanmination that certain individu-
-nls were readily registered under
circumstances in which others were
refused. That the registrara exer-
cised judicial powers In relatlon to
matters in which, as the Third
Digtrict Court has decided, their
nuthority ts only ministerial. That
they have taken pains to hunt up
some voters and have avoided oth-
ers. That they have loltered around
paloons and at “Liberal’? headquar-
tera, when they should have been
vigiting the homes of voters.

|
at -their homes, and -refused
to  rwrister others except at
t.i)eir“omes whether at  night
or to the day time. That they were
unable to say they hal refused
registration to any “Liberal,?’ while
Iarge numbers of the People’s Party
were rofused. That in cases where
““Lihernls’’ nnd People’s voters Hved
side by side oo the same streed, the
“Liberals* were checked off on the
registration lists nnd the People’s
left unchecked. Anud that while it
woy impossible to hring ‘‘Liberal”?
witnesses forwnrd to technically
prove cecinin facts, it was clear that
voters had been diseriminated
against, and that, in various ways
and to & large extent, because they
were supposed to be members of the
People’s Party.

Explanations were asked for, amd
plaugibly yiven, to account for these
differences, apd the Commission ac-
cepted them, ns in good faith, and
therefore rendererd the decision in
the form in which it appears. And
it is true that there hias been, as the
Commission declare, ‘‘no final or
aheolute denial of electoral rights,*?
beeause there is still ope week left
in which voters inay be registered,
But the Central Committee, and
large numbers of voters whom
tbe registintion officers had been
dodging, and putting off, and
postponing until December 23rd,
had reason to belleve that the oh-
Ject of these officers was to erowd
away, until the week aproloted for
otfice registration, so many of thu
People’s voters that they would Iw
unuble to secure registration.  Also |
that by the assumption of judicial |
powers already exhihited, thuse
officers would still further obstruct
registration, and that theoffice regis-
tration would he conducted.in a
similar manner-te the house to
house visitation.

All the facts in these matters were
not brought out, because the actual
proofs required were necessarily dif-
ficult to obitain, through the rejue-
tnnce of men to be badgered as'on
the witoess stund hy impertinent
attorneys, and to Jenve their em-
ployment during this busy season.
But sufficient were elicited to show
the points we have made beyond
question.

The coming of the Commission

has been productive of great good.
The registration officers evinced
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also more' clearly defined. They
have no right to exercise
digeretionary functions except when
they have reasons to believe that a
person applying for registration is
maintaining the polygamous rela-
tlon,and then only to the extent of
making inquiry “in a legitimate
mode.”” Ap to all other peisons,
their affidavit as provided hy law in
pufficient. The registration officer
has no power to do anything in their
ases but administer theoath. Ifhe
refuses fo register an applicant, he
doeg 30 ‘ot his own peril, and isonly
protected from the penalties of Bueh
refusal by being able to show con-
clusively that such applicant is pot
entitled 1o register and vate.??

It will be interesting” herw to see
what those penalties are. Scction
164 Cowapiled Laws of Utah, pro-
vides that:

**Any person who " baving
enterad upcn any of the offices or
duties provided for in this act, shall
wilfully fail or neglect to perform any
of the duties required of suoch offiver
or person, shall be deemed guilty of a
felony, and, on conviction thereol
dbatl be punished by a fine nolexceed-
ing the sum of ,one thousand dollars,
or be imprisoned in the penitentiary
for a term not exceeding two years."

In addition to this we call atten-
tion to the following provisious of
the Iaws of Congress in relation to
the elective f(ranchise. Revised
Statutes of the United States pp.
353-4: N

8ec. 2005. When, ander the auth(}-
iy of the constitution or laws of any
State, or the laws of any Territory, any
act is required to be done as a pre-
requlsite or qualification for voting,
and by such eopstitution or laws par-
sgns or officers are charged with the
duiy of furnishing to citizens an op-
portunity to perform such pre-requi-
gite, or to become qualified to vole
every such person and officer shail
give to all citizens of the United States
the same and equal opportunity to
perform sueh pre-requisite, and 16 be-
come qualified to vote.

SEeg. 2006. Every person or officer
charged with the duty specitied In the
yreceding section, who refuses or
knowingly omits to give full etfect to
that section, shall forfeit the sum of
five hundred dollars to1be party ag-
grioved by such refusal or omission,
to be recovered by an aclion on the
case, with copts,and such nllowance
for counsel fees as the court may deein
Just.

Skc. 2007. Whenever under the au-
thority of the constitution or laws of
any State, or the laws of any Terri-
tory, any act is required to be done by
a citizen asa pre-requisite toqualify or
entitle him w0 vole, the offer of such
citizen to perform the act required to
be done shall, if it fail to be earried
into execntion by reason of the wrong-
fol act or omission of the person or

That they have registered Inrge| mbre alacrity at once. We are sat- | officer charged with the duty [ re-

numbers of men clustered at cer- | isfi
tain cheup hotuls, and refused to|regietered, after their arrivaj,

that a great many voters were
who

ceivine or permitting such perform-
ance M otfer to perform, or act thereon,
be deemed and held as & performance

register others at private bonrdlng | would not liave been if the Com- |in lawof such act; and the person #o

houses. That they have even rcg-| mission had not come.
not of Tregistration

jstered men ot night and

The powers
officers are now'

offering and failing to vote, and Leln
otberwire qualified. shall Le entitl
to vote in the same manner and to Lhe



