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ance. There bave. been four world’s
conferences } eld in sald building witbin
the last thir een years, the first confer-
epce being beld in 1888, wsecond in 1887,
the third in 1891, and the fourih 1n 1846,

ASSESSMENT AND MORTGAGEN,

There are some statemmente In the re-
marks of Ageessnr Williem J. Lyneh,

whblch sprear in onr looa] columne,thst
are ¢iffirolt to nnderstand, and others
thal place a esrtaln class of people in
an U envisbie poeitlon, As to the
latter veoprel fon, the gnmmon experi-
ence of many people will canse bem
to realize the correctness of Mr.
Lynch’e aesertions. Not a few proper-
ty owners look upobp taxes ar an evil
lo be escaped if poeslble, even at the
expense of somewhat dirhonorable
evasjonr; and it may be expected that
ome morigaze bolders who regide in
tbe Biete will avold paving taxes
tbereon if they oan dr s, A
grod mary arpue this way: the
non-resident hbolder of tnortgages
fje not taxed, =and it s not
falr to impore a beavier borden on the
regislent bolder; nleo, the properly
iteelf ie taxed, and the taxalion of the
morigage is doubllog, benoce it 18 Justi-
fiable lo evade it, Then some of them
perbape dn ro, As sugpested by the
asEegeor, Al lbe pame time It will not
do Lo pay that all persons who have
apatgned mortgages Lo non-restdents
have done so fraudulentiy, for Lhe re-
verse ie the oase. Many residents bave
loaned the money of non-residents,spa
tbe aerignment of the morigage re-
ce'ved asr pecnrity bes been Lo the
actual owper of Lhe ceeb, which Is per-
feclly proper.

Aatn thore who wenld evade the tax
by bogus assignments, 1f there cannot
be reacbed becaure of an inebility
to prove the fraud, we mighl suggest
thalif Lbe aerersore of varivus counties,
with the former experience referred to
in thie regard,bad been as keenly alive
to the situatlon as the tax collestor i
usually congidered lo be, they might
bave csngbt s good many before the
property could bave been got out of the
way. Remembering that the time of
aprersment 8 the firet Mondsy {n
March, and that mortgages afe person-
a] property, the assessors conid have
acled (and it wae their vuty ID & omse
like that stated)as authorized by section
151 of the revenue luw, which provides
thet:

At lhe time of making the assessment,
or at apv time thereailer, the assessor
may collect 1bhe taxes by sefzure and eale
of any peromal property owned by the
pereon against whom the 1ax ia ascessed
in cave be bas capse to believe that the
owner of such perronal property is like-
ly toavoid pa.ment of the tax by dis-
posing of 1be property or by removal
thereof from the county, unless such
person glve seeurily Lo pay the same
when due.

This process might bave caught “‘on
the wii g’ at Jeast some of Lhe flying
mortgages; and if there bad been dis-
¢uvered ton glest & Tfush to get that
kind of isxable sredits out of reach of
tbe asceeaor, tbeu an intention to de-
fraud mizht have been appareol.

The part of tbe sssesgor’s statement
that i not exactiy ciear ia that the ap-
sesement nf tho county will be $8,000,-
() bigher than last year, but the
setual laxable property thal can be
reached will be Do moke, begause of,

mortgages being put out of the way.
If that is tbe cnse, then on the face of
the ebowl g made we LbLave a
county ae esrpnent which does not
represent the faot. Tnis harily esn
te the case. The npeessment is oo the
‘‘laxsble property? in the county. It
the mortgages are sesigned or owned
#0 that they are not tagxable, Lhen
they are pot asseecible, hence Lhere
canpol ho the diecrepancy referred to;
there Ie oo sueh thing contemplated in
the law an a oominal assergment and
anaciual taxsable valuation al a lower
figure. If the naseessed valuation of
preperty io the county is $6,000,000
more thun last year, then the LsXZable
value is that much more. The mesesane
might, and properiy so under certain
circumstances whbiob may exist at
present, liat the property referred toin
the names of bolderswho are residentsof
the Btate, and leave Lhe hurdea o
them to proveto the board of equali-
Zalion thatl the Dorigagen are ownoed
by non-reeldents, But if they establish
the latter as a fact, then Lhe asgessnent
must be reduced, and io Lbhe connty the
aotual mesceement and the value of
taxable property, for purposes of
revenue, are af Lhe same figure, wheth.
of that s ao increase of deoreasse [fom
tbe previous year. What s probably
meant ie that the assepsor’s valuation,
iboludiog his figuring on the abstraot
ol mortgages furnished by Llhe record.
er, will be up to $46,000,000, but that
tbe board of equallzation will bave Lo
drop it dowp to $40,000,000—near the
same ae |ast year,

IS THE PROBLEM SOLYED?

Opce more jt {8 annonoced Lhal Lhe
filying machine i8 ap accomplished

fact, and If it ls not premalure the an-
nouncemsent ie of about equal Impor-
tance Lo that which years ago apprised
the world of the tact that sleam oould
ve ueed for the propuislon of vessels st
sea and carson land. An airebip un-
der the perfect control of ite pavigators
e sure to lnaugurste a perfect revolu-
tlon in the traffic of the wortd and
mark 5 new piage In mau’s civiliza-
tion. Pre!. Bamue! P. Langley of the
Bmithsonlan Iuvstitute s Lhe oon-
structo? of the new alirship, and It is
atated that on the sixtb of May he eent
up s model driven by aemall pteam
epgine. It rose about one bundred
faet and proceeded op its flight balf n
mile. Then the cosl wasexhsusted
and the macbine rlowly desoended Lu
the ground. A pecond fli.ht was
mede With equel success.

The New York World publisbes ap
account of the flying marbine, o1
asrodrrme, ae il ie called, said to be fur-
niebed by Prof. Bell of (telephone
ame. He saye it is constructed of a
atee] framework, belween which are
rxtended Dorizontally tbree sheets of
canvag, oue sbove the other, The
entire length is fifteen feet and the
tota] welght twenty-filve pounds. It
Is only a o sdel for experimental pur-
puees, but Ils eorrect construction
being demonsirated, the next question
will pe Lo glve it the required esize for
pract cal purpoese and the right kioed
of oo eagine., Tbe difficultles will be
lene an the dlpienesione are evlarged,
and the gpeed thal can be altained is
one bandred milee a8 bhour or more,

Tbe prinoiple on  which the
aerodreme le conatructed fs expiained

ag antirely different from Lthat govern:
inz the balloou, Tne latter f} sate be-
cause its total volumelisllgbter thap the
sir; tbe former risee by meane of the
reslatance of the pilapes to the alr-
current, in the pame way as a kite,or &
card thrown edee-wigse. It may be,lbe
World adde, Lbai the serodrepmeof the
‘uture will for greater safely be al-
tached to a trolly wire, dojng away
with the necessity of ourrying any en-
gine at all, “*Who can eay Lhal leD
years hence we may mnol eee stch &
{ine as this running sorose Lbhe cob-
tinenl witbh a cootinuoue flight of
aserodromes departing and arriving at
Lbirtv-mipnie intervals?”

Well, man I8 steadily sdvancing.
Flammarfon suggested the iden tbat
the alr Is really the idea] medium of
communfcation between the different
parts nf the globe, and that but for the
faot thal gravitatioo is so strong oD
tbie #artb theat brain matier ise com-
puratively beavy, the highest forme of
life would bave heen found among the
beings that eonr tbe alr instead of
amoDg those Lhat erawl in the dust.
Certalnit |8 that there has alwaye been
a longing among men to imitate the
biras in their majestic fligbt, and the
realization of Lthis apabitlon if now
generally looked opon as one of the
probablilittes of the pear future., We
are likely to hear more sbout Prof.
Lauvgley’s aerodrome betore long,

THE FETEN AT MOSCOW,
Ruesia’e young emperor and empress
have entered Lthe anclent capital of Lhe

country o triumpb, The scenes of
orilliaot splendor attending the fetes,
according to all acecunts, Jely deeorip-
tlos. America, Europe, Asia and
Alrioa are reprecented al Moscow at
thie time, and it js probably po exsg-
veration to eay tbal never before in the
bfiatory offnations has there be¢n a
galbering of equal magnificence—per-
haps not of greater political significance
eitber.

Conditione bhave changed conslder-
ably Iin Ruesla eince Alexander III
plaged ibe imperial crown on bis
head in 1883, Then the ceremony
took place in tear and trembling, as it
was known that nibilistic plots bun:
iilke a dark c¢loud over bim. In mct
the coronation was puslpooed one year
becanse of the dJdiscovery of a mine
under the cathedral, so placed Lhat the
whole structore might bave ULeen
blown up. Thbe exaot dale of the great
cefemoby had to be kept a secret from
the public waolil a few days betore it
took place, ana fnally it was witnessed
principally by pnllce officers, guards
and soldiers, Extravrdioary preosu-
tlone bave been tuken alsoat thie time,
Th ueapds all over the country are
languiebing Ip juils and will be beld
nourcerated until evrytbing 1e over,
smply because they are “'suspecled.”
But on the wbole, the fear that marred
the pleasure thirteen yeara ago hae
beeu »llayed, and there will be cumn-
parative Ireedom snd puablleity to all
that is eclog on.

T o fetes are of course principally ot
a #so¢ial nature, but they will never-
thelces result fu placing Rusela bef ire
the world as an empire ol the Arat

magoliude, The millions of Russlane
who naturally believe thelr *'little
father,”” the czar, t(he greatest of

earthly monarche and bis emplre the



