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who the earth tof good are upon
tairtir brethren and to those who are not
beirleirbeir brethren in a church capacity to

chosethose who believe and to those who do
not believe that they are sincere in
their belief before god and man every
doctrine and principle that is laid down
in the old and new testaments for
salvation this people will persist in
believing and practicing and for so
doing they have become a bye word
and are wondered at by the orthodox
christians of the century who are
truly astonished that any body in this
enlightened age should emphatically
believe that the lord and his servants
anciently spoke the truth and intended
their words should be believedbelieved and
practiced by all who desire salvation
it is our privilege if we so wish to dis-
believe the words of god or a partart of
them but we choose rather to believebelleverelieve
all the words of god and are trying to
observe all of his precepts to purify
the lord god in our hearts

i there cannot be houndround a people upon
the face of the whole earth who are
more perfect in the belief and practice
of the gospel of jesus christ than are
the latter day saints and there exists
no people who are more easily governed
wewa have been gathered from many
nations and speak many languages we
have been ruled by different nationali-
ties and educated in different religions
yet we dwell together in utah under
one government believe in the same
god and worship him in the same way
and we are all one in christ jesus
the world wonder at this and fear
the union that prevails among this as
they are called singular people why
is this it is because the spirit of the
llordlordnord almighty is in the people and
they follow its dictates and theytiley
hearken to the truth and live by it
thiathis unites them in one and carseth
them to dwell together in peace and
were it not for pettifogging lawyers and
judges who are among us a lawlaw suit
would not be heard of in utah from one
years end to another when many of
these people come to utah they are
poor and houseless but they go to work
and labor away with all their might
without a murmur under wise and
judicious guidance and in a short time
they are able to gather from the soil
the water and the air the essential nnaanaand
solid comforts of life

1 when a lawyer comes into the church
if he happens to have a little common
sense left and will take to plowing and
cultivationcultivatingg the soil there is a chance
for him tto0 make a man of himself but
if he follows his former customs and
habits the chances are agaliagainst him he
may ruin himself lose the spirit of the
lord if he ever possessed it and go

I1 back into midnight darkness
I1 1 it is through the proclamation of the
gospel that this great people have been
gathered from their homes in distant
parts of the earth it is not in the
power of man to accomplish such a
work of gathering thousands of men
women and children from differentdiffdifferentbrent
nations to a distant inland country and

ii anite them together and make of them
i i powerful nation they heard the
I1 loundsound of the gospel they repented of
their sins and were baptized for the re-
missionralsraissionslon of them and received the holy
ghost by the laying on of hands this
spiritr t caused them to gather themselves
bogettogetherer forfo the truths sake they came
kerehere because the voice of the lord
1tailedsailed them together from the ends of
the earth they needed not to be per
amaded to gatherather themselves together
for they knewhew it was the will of god
by the power of the spirit which they
kadhad received through the ordinances
af the gospel here ssitsits brother george
D watt our reporter who was the first
nan to receive the gospel in a foreign
and there had not been a word spoken
a0 him about gathering to america but
ie prophesiedcled that the land of america

I1 rasyas the land of zion and that the lord
gather his people to that land

nn the last days and thus he propprophesiedheeled
y the spirit of prophecy which he had
eeereceivedeceived by embracing the gospel

i wherever the gosgospelp e1 is preached in
aiill the world and ththee people repent
ire baptized and receive the holy

by the laying on of hands that
spirit teaches them that america is the
and of zion and they begin straight
ray to prepare to gather and thus the
tordlord is building up his kingdom in
urtur day were it not that I1 possess the
spirit of truth which reveals to me the
purposeslururposes of god it would appear to me
estrange work and a wonder but I1 can
aderunderstandstand that the lord is feeling after
he inhabitants of the earth and teach
ig the honest in heart the truth and
lausing his spirit among them and
deringsering to all men life and salvation

the message which the lord is
among the nations is rejected

7 them they will crumble and fall

and cease to exist the set time has
koomecome for the lord to favor zion he is
sending his servants to the uttermost
parts of the earth to delare the truth to
the inhabitants thereof which they
can receive or reject and be saved orbeor be
damned this is a hard saying who
can bear it A gentleman asked the
prophet joseph once if he believed
that all other sects and parties would
be damned excepting the mormonscormonsMormons
joseph smiths reply was yes sir
and most of the mormonscormons too unless
they repent we believe that all will
be damned who do not receive the gos-
pel of jesus christ but we do not be-
lievedelpel
i ve that they will go into a lake which

burns with brimstone and fire and suf-
fer unnamed and unheard of torments
inflicted by cruel and malicious devils
to all eternity

the sectarian doctrine of final re-
wards and punishments is as strange to
me nsas their bodiless and pas-
sionlesssi god every man will receive
according to the deeds done in the
body whether they be good or bad
all men excepting those who sin
against the holy ghost who shed inno-
cent blood or who consent thereto will
be saved in some kingdom for in my
fathers house says jesus are many
mansionsmam ionslons where isis john wesleyeWe
abode in the other world he is not
pherewherechere the father and the son live but
he has gone into what is called hades
or paradise or the spirit world he
did not receive the gospel as preached
by jesus christ and his apostles it
was not then upon the earth ththe power
of the holy priesthood was not then
among men but I1 suppose that mr
wesley lived according to the best light
he had and tried to improve upon it
all the days off his life where is the
departed spirit of that celebrated re-
former it mccuoccupieslesies a better place than
ever entered apishis heart to conceive
of when he was in the flesh this is a
point of doctrine however which I1raveeavehavehavo not time to speak upon at large
now even if I1 had strength to do so

the lord sent his angel and called
and ordained joseph smith first to the

and then to the Melchi sedek
priesthood and joseph smith ordained
others he baptisedbaptizedsed believers and
donconfirmedfirmed them and organized the
church the lord revealed to him
that order which is now in our midst
with regard to our organization as a
people and there Is no better among
men it is the government of the lord
almighty and we think it is very
good the lord is awainagainagain speaking to
the children of men whoveo have opened
their ears to hear and their hearts to
understand he communicates his will
to this people although they may be
ignorant and guilty of a thousand
wrongs and some liiwill apostatize yet
we are the best people upon the earthyearth
the most peaceable the most industri-
ous and know the best how to take
care of ourselves of aanyny ppeoplee0p 1 now
living who are nonott the peopleeop1 e 0off godcod
and what we do not know god wiilwill
teach us and what we cannot do he
will help us to perform if we continue
to do his will and keep his command-
ments for in doing this we shall live
grow and increase in numbers and in
ststrengthrength aandnd I1 prprayay that demaywe anay grow
in ggracerace anandd in tthehe knowlknowledgeed of the
truth for without this we are nothing
to me it is the kingdom of god or
nothing upon the earth without it I1
would not give a farthing for the
wealth glory prestige and power of uliall
the world combined for like the dew
upon the grass it basseth away and is
forgotten anaand like the flower of the
grass it withereth and is not death
levelsbevels the most powerful monarch with
the poorest starving mendicant and
both must stand before the judgment
seat of Chrischristchristaottoto answer for the dedeedseds
done in the body

to us life is the sweetest of all enjoy
ments A man will give all that behashe haghas
for his life yetvet it is compared to a span
length and is swift to its termination
like the shuttle that kasseth over the
weavers beam even when denied
the enjoymentsenjoyments of health and of world-
ly comforts and conveniences still will
men cling toliceto lifeilfe to the last the king-
dom of god secures unto thetho faithful
eternal life with wives children and
friends in glory immortal and in eter-
nal felicity and bliss life eternal in
his presence is the greatest giftift that
god can bestow upon his Alldrechildrenii
this life is nothing in point of dura-
tion inin comparison with the life which
is to come to the faithful and for that
reasonreaton we say that in this life it is the
kingdom of god or nothing to us
wiwithth the kingdom of god and the
facilities it offers for an everlasting pro-
gressiongression in godliness until we know all
things as our father in heaven knows
them there is no life n greater impor-
tance than thistintiu s life for there is no life

in heaven or on earth to the true fol-
lowers of jesusjesua christ that is not in-
corporatedcorporated in his gospel those who
reject the gospel when it is proclaimed
to them by the authority of heaven
cannot know the father and the son
and are cut off from the eternal life
which this knowledge alone gives

we are in the hands of the almighty
as a people and he is able to take care
of us we entertain no antipathiesantipathies
against any person or community upon
this earth but we would give eternal
life to aliall if they would receive it at
our hands we would preach the truth
to them and administer to them the or-
dinancesdinances of the gospel but it ia19 said
you believe in polygamy and we can-
not receive the gospel fram yourhanasyour hands
we have been told a great many times
that polygamy is not according to chris-
tianityti the protestant reformers be-
lieved the doctrine of polygamy philip
landgrave of hesse one of the princi-
pal lords and princes of germany
wrote to the great reformer martin lut-
her and his associate reformers anx-
iously imploring them to grant unto
him the privilege of marrying a second
wife while his first wife the princess
was yet living he urged that the
practicepractice was in accordance with the
biblebibieibleibie and not prohibited under the
christian dispensation upon the re-
ception of this letter luther who had
denounced the church for pro-
hibitinghibiting the marriage of priests and
who favored polypolygamyamy met in council
with the principal reformers boconto con-
sult upon the letter which had been re-
ceived from the landlandgraverave they
wrote him a lengthy letterietter in reply ap-
proving of his taking a second wife
saying

there is no need of being much con-
cerned for what men will say provided
allaliallali goes right with conscience so far
do we approve it and in those circum-
stances only by us specified for the gos-
pel hath neither recalled nor forbid
what was permitted in the law of
moses with respect to marriage jesus
christ has not changed the external
economy but added justice only and
life everlasting for reward he teaches
the true way of obeying god and en-
deavors to repair the corruption of pana-
ture 11

this letter was written atwittem
burg the wednesday after the feast of
saint nicholas 1539 and was sigsigned by
martin lutherlitlier philip M
martin bacer and nivefive etliotherr reformers
and was writt ten in Melancthons onyn
handwritinghand writing

the marriage was solemnised on the
ath of march 1540 by the reverend
dennis Me lantherianther chaplain to philip
philips first wife was so anxious that
the soul and body of her dearest
spouse should run no further risk and
thathatt the glory of god might be increas-
ed I1 I1 that she freely consented to the
match

this letter of the great reformers
was not a hasty conclusion on their
part that polygamy was sanctioned by
the gospel forfir in the year 1522 seven-
teen years before they wrote this letter
martin luther himself in a sermon
which he delivered at Wittemburg for
the reformation of marriage clearly
pronounced in favor of polygamy

these transactions are published in
the work entitled history of the vari-
ations of the protestant churches

ladies and gentlemen I1 exhort you
to think tatorloror yourselves and read your
bibles for yourselves get the holy
spirit for yourselves and pray for your-
selves that your minds mavmaybebe divested
of false traditions and early impressions
that are untrue those who are ac-
quaintedquainted with the history of the world
are not ignorant that polygamy has
always been the general rule and mono-
gamy the exception since the found-
ing of the roman empire monogamy
hhasas pprevailedr mallefrnmore extensively than in
ttimesme previousrev to that the founderstousiousof thatPancientne ent empire were robbers and
women stealerssteamersstealers and made laws favoring
monomonogamy0amy in consequence of the scar-
city of women among them and hence
this system which now
prevails throughout all christendom
and which hasteenhas been so fruitful a source
of prostitution and whoredom through-
out all the christian mono amic elfescifescities
of the old and new worldworld until rot-
tenness and decay are at the crootof their
institutions both national and religious
polygamy did not have its origin with
joseph smith but it existed from the
beginning so far as I1 am concerned as
an individual I1 did not ask for it I1
never desired it and if I1 ever had a
trial of my faith in the world atvasit was
when joseph smith revealed that doc-
trine to me and I1 had to pray inces-
santly and exercise faith rraytraybeforeafore the
lord until he revealed tome the truth
and I1 was satisfied I1 saypay this at the
presenpresent time for the satisfaction of bothloth

I1

saint anandid sinner
I1 1 now here aiealoarearo

1theaig

commandments of the lord and herehers
are the wishes of wicked men which
shall we obey it is the lord and them
for it lr

I1 pray that the spirit of truth mamay
find its way to each heart that we may
all love the truth more than error and
cling to that which is good that we may
all be saved in the kingdom of our god
amen J
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jeff davis continues his life of in-
glorious ease I1 at fortress monroe the
information which is published con-
cerning his health from time to time isig
very conflicting the last account was
that he was in better health than he
had before been for months now wewb
areinformed that liehe is declining rapidly
and will probably die six weeks from
date unless he heeds dombey an ad
vice and matesanmakmakesesanan effort 11 atpresent
he mopes all day long neglecting to
take the exercise 13bee is at liberty to takeae
inin a space 20 by 20 feet which is allowed
him on sunday last he asked forforaa
chaplain and rev mr kerfoot paid
him a visit davis was very humble
and as pious as one of his god bless me
proclamations during the war he
reads his bible more than he used tojtoito
and it is to be hoped hebe gets some late
news out of it he dont like it so
well however but that he clamors for
something else to read but prison dis-
ciplineI11ne thinks he had better read the
Bbiblebibiee durigduring all the leisure he gets
jeff wears goggles pretty much all the
time in his cellandcelcellfandand his eyes are ggettingetting
very weak one of them it is stated is
so bad he cant see out of it at all but as
the same authority states that he com-
plains of blurred sight and seeing
double it would seem as if two eyes
were superfluous davis gets up early
in the morning very soon after day-
break and bathes himself carefully in
a tub of salt water and a basin of fresh
he protects his modesty by erecting a
screen out of an army blanket so that
his guards cant feed their vision on
the beauty of his figure then he puts
on his clothes then he combs his hair
aidaudadd reads his bible at 8 hebe has his
breakfast a good meal from drcravens table tea toast an egg or two
or broiled steak these are the things
the guard brings him sometimes his
appetite is good sometimes it is not
after breakfast liehe mopes and looks out
the window till 313 his dinner hour
he dortdont smoke much it dont agree
ithwithalth his nerves after dinner he
mopes till suppertimesupper time aj8 and after
supper he goes straightstraight to bed his
sleep is pretty good though he dont
fancy the light burning all night in his
chamber during the day or some

days he receives a call from gen miles
the officer of the guard the minister or
the doctor and then he talks all he can

about his trial prospects ofgettingwettingettin off
etc A correspondent thinks thaethat the
death of the assassination conspirators
has been communicated to him which
accounts for his low spirits ENA Y
sun

A letter from fortress monroe to ohptap
philadelphia inquirer states that

john mitchel has varied his bare-
footed tramps up and down his

by requestingquesting that a bible and
prayer bobookoieokemigmight be furnished these
two books were offered to mitchel onan
the first day of his incarceration but he
then refused to have them in his

now he asks for them he has
certainly come to a proper knowledge
of his real literary wants at last the
desired books were furnfurnishedishMishu him
they are the only reading matter that
islsis19 allowed the ex editor of jemmjeff s ororganoranan

clem clay is still allowed his dailydally
morning walks in the open air through
the grounds of the fort clays health
absolutely requires this indulgence
he is allowed one hour every mormorningnince
for hisbis promenades he also takestakes
more exercise in his than he
formerly did

WHISKEY ST BY LIGHTNING
july loth a bonded warehouse at
jamestown I1 illinois seven from
springfieldeldeid containing twenty five
hundhundreded barrels of whiskey was struck
by lightning and its contents destroy-
ed the whiskey flowed downdownhillhill into
the sansangamonarnon and was covered all the
way aidand for more than a mile ina
sheet of flame the great western
railroad bridebridge narrowly escaped being
set on fire bby the burning fluid the
I1iosalosaoss is estimated at three lihundredmidred thou-
sand dollars

timTHE gold coinage at the Uunitedni ted states
mint for june amounted to 700 all
of which was in double eagles the
silver coinage in the same time waswaa

in halfliala dollars


