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- |
ted elther of them, por have advo- |

cated a practical resistance to the|
laws, uor have justified or approved
the commiseion of crimes forldden
by the laws. % |

Here again it is evident that the
Court hnve failed to grasp the lan-
guage and purport and effect of the
test oath law, or thuy have mis-
stated it iutentionally. They have
left out of thelr statement the very
provision on which this whole con-
tention bhas turnued, namely, the
power of the legislature to punish
or deprive of political rights and
privileges a citizen who possesses
all tbe statutory qualifications and
who has never broken the Iaws,
simply because he belongs to an
organization some members of
which, it is clalmed, have broken
the laws and teach and aid in their
violation.

The most charitable hypothesis
in this connection is that the Court
missed the main questiou fnvelved
in the coutrovuersy. That they
were 80 intent on supporting meas-
ures for the suppression of polygnm-
ous practices, they overlocked the
momentous question as to whether|
an innocent e¢itlzen can be pun-
ished and deprived of rights because
of the acts of others. That mere
membership in a church, which is

.sald to teach practices condeinned
by the law, although that member- |
ship does not invelve the commis-
slon of any of those practices, may

,operate to the exclusion of a law-
supporting citizen from the political
rights to his fellows.

Thizs was the case before the
Court, This the Court has not
touched or alluded to. This n.ust
be pressed upon the attention of the
highest legal tribunal of the country,
and & decision must be obtained on
which there can be no mistake, The
matter canpot be permitted to end |
here. There is too much invelved |
in it. The all-important prineiple
of religinus liberty {8 at stake, and
overy religious society in America
should be interested in bringing it
to o fioal issue. The ground will
have to be gone over again.

—

ASSESSMENT OF CITY PROPERTY.

WE gbserve that Mr. k. R. Clute,
the new ¢ity Assesssor and collector,
desires the udoption in 8Balt Luke of
a plan pursued by Mr. Fell, who
helds a eimilar office in Ogden, It
is presumed that it is the same that
was spoken of by Mayor SBcott on the
night of his inauguration, when he
stated that lie favorud the plan of
asgessing by blocks.

There ean be pe doubt as to the
value of a cluearly-defined system
which will facilitate the important
Inbors of the assessor and that will
show whether his duties have been
performed honestly and justly. It
would be of great worth to him and
the public. It would Le a protection
to both. 4

Unless some plainly shaped
method ia adopted Mr. Clute’s head
will rest on a therny pillow. A host
of eagle eyes w ill be direeted toward
him, many of them in the heads of
leading men of his own party, to
whom he was not an acceptable can-
didate for the assesrorship.

We have made rome inquiries re-
garding the Fell system, and at a
curaory glance are inclined to en-
dorse the view of the Mayor and
assessor respecting it.
assessment oo blocks by frontage
and area. The frontage embraces a
defined depth from the street linc.
The valuation of this purtion of
realty is, of course, rated much
bigher than the land at its rear,
or which is located in the interior
of the block, inside the ioner
frontage line. Hence corners
will be rated proportiouately
higher than propetty baviog a
direct front line, The systera
also reyuires, on vach Llock, A gra-
dation of assessment based upon a
difference in advantages, such us
one sjde or corper being nearer the
busipess centre, otc. The land in
the middle of the block—within
the inper frontage line is rated as
arca, an i assessed accordingly.

When blocks are equitably ar-
ranged after this syetem, a person
haviug ground for complaint that
his property hns becn assessed pro-
portionately higher than that of his
oeighbor can carry with hlim as
proof, when he appears before the
board of equalization, the plot con-
tatning letails and defining relative

values. On the other haud,
should a taxpayer call around
with a sharp stick in his

hapd to interview the assessor oo a
guustion of that kind, if the Iatter
has dope the right thing by the
ptoperty holder he can point tri-
wiophiantly to the draft of the assess-
ment plan by which he had been
governed.

Ancther argument in faver of the
adoption of n well deflned and
preperly understood plan of assess-
ment lies in the fuct that the present
city government propose, judging
from expressions from that quarter,
to Iargely increase the taxation.
has heretofore been uncommoBly
light. A sudden trapsition from

It

3561

easy hunjeus to an imposition of
heavy dralos upon the pockets or
the people is"sure to cause more of
less irritation. This renders it all
the tuere necessary for the officials
to bLe alle to show that,
while the people are called upon to
contribute much more abundantly
o the public funds, the process of
wequisition to the coffursof the mun-
icipal corporation is not by resort-
ing to umnjust discriminatien be-
tween individuals and classes of the
community. Citizens will much
more willingly do an inereased part
toward augmenting the meaps of
making public improvements when
fairly treated than when they have
reagon to believe that class and indi-
vidual distinetions are made.

_AnpYy plan that will prove a check

It prescribws | upon officers in whose hands is the
limportant duty of placing a valua-

tion upon the property of the people,
and will, at the same time, justify
him when he is acting right, cannot
fail to be of great-value to Salt Lake,
especially under existing circum-
staoces, and In conditions whinh
the future may develope, If Mr.
Fell’s method covers that ground
effectuanlly, we see no objection to
its adoption. What we huave been
able to learn of it, by asking a few
questiorns, we lean in faver of ita
being acted upon, but will be able to
speak mere definitely when an op-
portunity is afforded for a more
ample examioation,

—_

DEATH OF BISHOP POLLARD.

FEBRUARY 24, we annouuced the
fact that Bishop PPollard, of the
Fifteenth Ward, this city, was seri-
ously ill, He had been suffering lor
severnl davs from an attack of
influenza. Pneumonia supervened,
and the good old man j.asked peace-
fully to the spirit world, at five
o’clock this morning, Feb. 25th,

1o order to find a more honest man
than Joseph Pollard it would be
necessary to scrape the world over
thoroughly with a mammoth drag-
pet, and the lahor of sortiug over,
beforu reaching the oliject of pursuit,
would be & task of such magnitude
thattheundertaking weuld be aban-
doned asa lhlopelessenterprise. A ster-
ling character was he; a trifle blunt,
being phepomenally outspoken,
but with a heart as tender as that of
a child. The peopleof hishishopric
loved him because they belleved in
him. Although he was ready with
sharp reproof for the evil-doer apd
laggard, he was equally prompt in
dispensing swect worde of consola-
tion and comfort to the unfortunate




