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DISCOURSE

I Presiden! George Q. Can-
De"ﬁﬁ;’ da?yehe Parowan Stake Confer-
ence, farowan, Monday, June 20,

1892.
REPORTED BY ARTHUR WINTER.

ev agood many of the youth
prf;ZnIt,Bl wougld Ilike to give our boya
a little chapter of my experlence. My
bair |z growling white now, and al-
though I do mpot think I am old, I
tuprore everybody else would eall me
Ol(f. ] therefore may eny something
that if I were younger might not be
deemed proper. When I was a boy I
made up my mind that § would be
junt as good 8 boy ae I poneibly could
_be. When [ was quite 8 young fellow
I bad a very dear {rlend. He was the
most brilliant young man, of hisage,
tbat I ever knew in this Church. Bome
of our associates would drink whisky
when they could getit, and be found
fault with me because [ did not drink
whisky. Baju he, “Guorge, you are
nneceinble. Why can’t you d_rink ,::
Jittle whisky with the boye? 1i won’t
hurt you. don’t care anything {ahout
whisky, but [ like to he sociable;
and it, don’t look well for us to
refuse to drink with them.? I satd,
“All right, so far as you Are con;
cerned, but 1 don’t drink whisky.?
And I refuped to taste it. Well, I know
that it made me an unsociable
young DAan with them, He wa=
4 man of fine promiee acd
occupied prominent positlons; but
when he was thirty-four years of nge
he filied a drunkard’s grave, and left
this rejutation asa dreadful legacy to
his family. When [ talked and rea-
‘ soned with him bhe did not think that
be would ever becnme a drunkard. He
sald that he Jdid not care about lguor.
Rut that was bis [ate,

Binco then I have been in a great
deal of society where wine drinking
hes been common, nnd: where smoking
has been the rule, and itis my experi-

ence that 1 Wwus alwaye more re-
spected thap it ever [ had
either drupk or smoked. 1

loat no oredit in any soclety that I
have ever been in for uot partaking of
these things. On the contrary, [ found
tbat [ had more Influence, becauce
men will respect others who are flrm
in there matters. There Is no wan
who drinks that doer not in his sou)
{eel that he would bo better off if he
did pot drink, and he udmires a man

who does not Jdrink. Now, [ am at
my present age and I bave neverdrunk
u glass of iquor in my life, [ made
vpmy mind when I wap a boy that 1
would ngither smoke nor ochew tobac-
co, and #ﬂever have. 1 made up my
mind algo that I would not drink lea or
coftee, and I have observed that
through my life, and I kpgow I
am healthler and better for 1it,

I started out In lfein that way.
I wunted to be a Latter-duy Balnt,
and | wanted to be ap Eider in this
Churgh. That was the highest ambi-
tion I ever had. I never wanted to
hold any other oflice; but I did desire
cvxceedlngly that I might be consider-
ed worthy to preach the Gospel of the
Hon of God. When that office was
cvuferred upon me, that was all I de-
sirod. I have shrunk from helding
office. I bhave besought my hrethren
uot to oboose me to fill positions. I
kuew when I wasa boy that [ should
be cbosen one of the A postler, nnd I
have gone out more than once in recrat
and berought the Liord to choore some-
bod 5 elee, for I did not want to Ail
that poeition. 1 dreaded it, for I
knew how serious a thing it would be
1o holtd eo sacred an office as that of au
Apostle. I bave acked God, it I pould
be saved nnd exalted without that
office, to choose soreone else. When
[ was ohosen one of the First Presi-
denoy I berought President Taylor and
my brethren not to choose me; that
there were others who were far more
¢ pable than 1 to fill the position. But
it was so ordered,and I have endeavor-
ed to the best of my ability, tn humil-
§t¥, to flil that position.

[ do pot speak in this stralpn to ex-
cite in your minds ambition for office.
but to engourago you to put yourselves
in positione where you e¢an be useful,
Do not acquire these mlserable habita,
Do not allow intoxleating beverages to
touoh your lipe. Do not fall into the
dertructive habit of smoking cigareties
and chewing tobacov. Do not give
wuy to drinking tea or coflee and other
things of this kind. Be Latter-Ly
Bulnis. Be firm Wwherever you are,
and set un example to everybody,

I want tueay that much to the young
boye. I weed noteay it to the girle; for
it is 8 remsrkable thing that women,
as 4 rule, do not drink Mquor nor use
tobacco. They are not given to these
evil practices, and 1o this respect they
et an example to thelr brothers, to
thelr sous, o thuir busbanys, and in
some instances, no deubt, to their

fathers. The women in this Chureh
are worthy of oll praise, They ure more
nttentive to thelr meotings, more fuith-
ful in the obeervance of the duties
that devolve upon them, and have
proved glauncher advocates of the truth
and shown less treacliery in our recent
troubles than the men have. [ know
that God 18 exceeiingly plessed with
the women of this Churoh, for they
bave shown characeristioa that are
worthy of the angels in heaven. I
know that God will bless the mothers
and the daughters of Zion for their
fidelity to the (Gospel and for the devo-
tion that they manifest. Andthe men
of this Churoh might tuke lessons from
the sisters in the way they attend to
meetings and perform the other duties
that devolve upon them.- Therefore, [
say it is not necessary to talk to our
aiaters about drinking. I do not know
a woman in the Churoh, of any stand.
ing, that ever touches any intoxicating
drinks. [ do not know & woman in
the obureh that emokes or chews to-
bacco. A-young man wouid think he
was oourting a qucer sort of a girlif,
when he went tv vislt her, she should
pull out a cigarette and commence
smoking, and ask him if he would not
{ake a smoke; or she should produce a
botlle of beer and agk him if he would
uot take a glake of beer with her. And
why have they not just as muoh right
to do that s the boys have? Why
have pot tbe girls as much right to
drink liquor or beer and smoke or ochew
tobaoco as the boys have? I cannot
see  Wh one gsex should have
ilbertiea of this kind tbat It is consiu-
ered improper for the other sex to tuke.
I think if a man drinks he ghould mot
be startied if bis wife does the rrme;
and if he makea a drunkard of her by
his example, he will huve & great deal
to anawer for.

These are thinge, iny brethren und
slzters, that enter into vureveryday
lives. I would like myeelf to see a
generatlon of young men growlng up
that would abstain from these vlces.
And we who are fathera should set ex-
amples of this kind. [ know it s not
cecersary to be talking to our familles
]! the time about the Word of Wisdom,
iIf we pet a proper example ourselves;
but if we do nnt &et such an example,
thon we have to be continunlly falk-
ing in order to counteract the influ-
enoe of pur own example. [ fewl that
fathers will have much to answer for
in these matlers;, for if n man takes a
correct courae fn thia directlon, his



