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i A I1 see a good many of the youth
I1 would like to give our boysboya

e chapter of my experience my
alar IB rowinggrowing white now and al

h fI1 do not think I1 am old I1
everybody elseelee wowoulduld call meamI1 therefore waymay sayMY something

that if I1 were younger might not be

daemered proper when I1 was a boy I1
mind that I1 would beup my

asimp good a boy asan I1 possibly could
abe when I1 was quite a yduag fellow
Z budd a very dear friend he was the
goo brilliant young man of his age
anat I1 overever knowknew in this cbchurch some
of our associates would drink whisky
when they could get it and he found
fault with me because I1 did not drink

salu hebe george you are
unsociable why cant you drink a

ulelittle whisky with the boys it wont
harthurt you I1 dont care anything about
whisky but I1 like to be sociable
and it dont look well for qsMB to

to drink with them rreaidsaid

ill right goBO far asaa you are con
aerneberned1 but I1 dont drink whisky
audand I1 re fused to taste it well I1 know
that it made me an unsociable
young man with them he wa
a man of fine promise and
occupiedcoupled prominent positions but
whenon he was thirty four years of age
he fined a drudrunkards gravelgrave and left
tito reputation as a dreadful legacy to

joehis family when I1 talked and restrea
troeded with him hebe did not think that
he would ever become a drunkard liehe
aidadd that be did not care about liquor

fiut that waswaa hisbig fate

sincebince then I1 have been in a great
aw of society where wine drinking
I1haafeenbeen common and where smoking

ftbac been the rule and it is my expert
annee that I1 was always more re

than it ever I1 hadbad
either drunk or smoked I1
totlost no credit in any society that I1
bare ever been in for not partaking of
ask thing onn the contrary I1 found

E I1 had more influence because
will respect others who are firm

I1lan aliethem matters there Is no wanman
who drinks that does not in his soul
joelfeel that heb would be better off if he
dwdid notmet drink and he admires a man

who does not drink now I1 am at
my present age and I1 have neverdrunk
a glass of liquor in my life I1 made
upp my mind when I1 waswag a boy that I1
would nnetherather smoke nor chchewew tobac-
co and etevermover have I1 made up my
mind also that I1 would not drink tea or
coffee and I1 have observed thatthrough my life and I1 know I1
am healthier and better for it

I1 started out in life in that way
I1 wanted to be a latter day saint
and I1 wanted to be an elder in this
church that was the highest ambi-
tion I1 ever hadbad I1 never wanted to
hold any other office but I1 did desire
exceedingly that I1 might be consider-
ed worthy to preach the gospel of the
raorionn of god when that officeoffice aawaa
conferred upon me that was all I1 de-
sired I1 have shrunk from holding
office I1 have besought my brethren
not to choose me tto0 fill positions I1
knew when I1 was a boy that I1 should
be chosen one of the apostles and I1
have gone out more thenthan once in secret
and besought the lord to choose some-
body elseelee for I1 did not want to fill
that position I1 dreaded it for I1
knew how serious a thing ltit woulduld be
100 hold soao sacred an office asaa that of an
apostle I1 have asked god lrit I1 could
be saved and exalted without that
office to chooseoh joae someone else when
I1 was chosen one of the first presi-
dency I1 besought president taylor and
my brethren not to choose me that
there were others who were far aremore
c pable than I1 to fill the position but
it was so ordered andsud I1 have endeavor-
ed to the beetbeat of my ability in humil-
ity to fill that position

I1 do not speak in this strain to ex-
cite in your minds ambition for office
but to encourage you to put yourselves
in positions where you can be useful
do not acquire these miserable habitsbabito
da not allow intoxicating beverages to
touch your lips do not fall into the
destructive habit of smoking cigarettes
and chewing tobacco do not give
way to drinking tea or coffee and other
things of thisthia kind be latter jayJ y
saints be firm wherever you are
and setact an example to everybody

I1 want to say that much to the young
boys 1I need not sayeay it to the girls for
it is a remarkable thing that women
as a rule do not drink liquor nor useure
tobacco they are not given to these
evil practices and in this respect they
met an example to their brothers to
their sonssome to their husbands and in
some instancesinstancepi no doubt to their

fathers the women in this church
arere worthy of all praise they are more
attentive to their meetings more faith-
ful in the observance of the duties
that devolve upon them and have
proved stastaunchesstauncher advocates of the truth
and shown lesslees treachery in our recent
troubles than the men have I1 know
that god tola elcee bingly pleased with
the women of this church for they
have shown that are
worthy of the angels in heaven I1
know that god wiltwill bless the mothers
anandI1 the daughters of zion for their
fidelity to the gospelgospe and for the devo-
tion that they manifest and the men
of this church might take lessonlessolo from
the sisters in the way they attendI1 to
meetings and perform the other duties
that devolve upon them therefore I1
sayeay it is not necessary to talk to our
sisters about drinking I1 do not know
a woman in the church of any stand
ing that ever touches any intoxicating
drinks I1 do not know a woman in
the church that smokes or chews to-
bacco ayoungA young man would think he
was courting a queer sortserf of a girliagirirllifif
when he went tuto visit her shshe noulashould
pull out a cigarette and commence
smoking and ask him if he would nt
take a smoke or she should produce a
bottle of beer and ask him if he would
not take a glass of beer with her and
why have they not just as much right
to do that as the boys have why
have not the girls as much right to
drink liquor or beer and smoke or chowchew
tobacco as the boys have I1 cannot
pee why one sex should have
liberties of this kind that it tois consid-
ered improper for the other sex to take
I1 think it a man drinks he should not06
be startled if hisbis wife does the same
and if hebe makes a drunkard of her by
his example he will have a great deal
to answer for

these are things myiny brethren and
sisters that enter into our everyday
lives I1 would like myself to seeme a
generation of young men grogrowing up
that would abstain from these vicesvice
and we who are fathers should setget ex-
amples of this kind I1 know it tois not
necessary to be talking to our families
all the time about the word of wisdom
if we set a proper example ourselvesourselvo
but if we do not set such an example
thenthan wwee have to be continually talk-
ing in order to counteract the influ-
ence of our own example I1 feel that
fatfathersers will have much to answer for
in thesethem matters for if a man takes fta
correct course in this direction his


