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' A DASIIIX EXPLOIT.

When the revolutioa of 1S30 set in,
Alexandre Diimas, then a very youug
man, and seeing nothing in life but one
series of tableaux, took his Bhare in the
most stirring scenes in the capacity of
a skirmisher. lie tells the whole story
in his memoirs, and his account seems

. an anticipation of the best portions of
itabagaa. uut ms narrative 01 ms ex-

pedition to Boissons to sleze som pow-
der will be found one 6f the most stir-

ring bits of adventure in modern times.
He had heard - Lafayette say that if

the king were to advance on Paris there
would be:no powder to meet him. ? Al-

exandre conceived a bold scheme and
proposed to the General to set off, for
Soiasons a town he well knew and
seize on the magazine there. 1 Lafayette
laughed at the idea, but consented to
give him a pass to General Gerard, to
which Dumas coolly added, "and we
recommend his scheme to you." From
Gerard he, with some difllculty, obtain-
ed a requisition addressed to the author-tie- s

of the town for the powder. In
this he Ingeniously interpo'ated the
words "minister of war" a rank which
no one but himself had conferred on the
General. . With this official document
he returned to Lafayette, and persuaded
the old patriot to write him a sort of
letter of introduction to the citizens of
Soiasons, recoannending them "Alex-tlr- e

Dumas, one of our combatants," as
a lit and proper person to whom they
should hand over the powder. Then
our her for such he was on this occa-
sion prepared himself for as sp'rited
and dramatic au adventure as can be
found in the books of romance.

It was about 3 o'clock In the afternoon
of theSOth of July, 1S30. A he was
hurrying away, he met, a young painter
by the; name of Bard, who fwas only
nineteen. He asked him to join.
The other agreed with alacrity, and Al-
exandre sendintr him back for nis double

. barre ed pistols and his horse, set off
himself in a cabriolet for Le Bourget,
then the first post on the road to
iSoissons, and which has since obtained
such a disastrous notoriety. Arrived
there, he exhibited his Lafayette and
(Jerard letters to the Postmaster, and
demanded a chaise and horses fur his
mission. The Postmaster was friendly
:tud even empresse, and supplied him at
ouce witli what he asked. " He
went, out to My some pieces of cali-
co red, white and blue which were
sewn into a tricolor flag fixed to a
broomstick, which latter was tied on to
the chaise. With this v ensign-- , they
started, in hope3. of getting to Soissons
about midnight. The Postmaster shook
la head, but, as he sagaciously remark-
ed, "go many miracles had been per-
formed during the last three days that it
might be possible." . As they hurried
through the various villages, the flag
caused the greatest - excitement. His
follow traveler, delighted, declared that
all was going on splendidly, ''but they
ought to have some sort of cry."

"rfhout away, then,",' Bald Duma?,
'and while you are shouting I'll take

some sleep." ....-- ;

The only difficulty was what a to
bathe cry, and with some hesitation
1 he now well-wor- n and tattered Vive la
Jlcpublique was decided on. According-
ly, the young- - painter, his head out of
the Window and his flag waving, roared
on. . Qn the high road they met a chaise
going to Paris, and a traveler of some
lifty years old asked for news,

"The Louvre 13 taken: the Bourbons
--lied; Provisional Government establish- -
ed 1 7i5 HepubliauSl" the excited pain
ter roared out. - The gentlemaa fifty
years did scratched his ear and contin-
ued his Journey For the next stage
they had an old postilion, who persisted
in going at a steady trot, ana ac every
remonstrance answered doggedly,
".Leave it all to me; a man knows his
own business beat." Dumas at last, from
the chaise window, laid on the backs of
the horses with a stick ard made them
gallop. In a rage the man -- pulled up,
nwore he would unyoke his beasts, and

'actually proceeded to do so. Dumas
lired atfhim with blank cartridge and so
scared him that he rolled on the ground
in terror. Alexandre then put on the
huge posting-boot- s, and, mounting, gal-
loped on to the next post. They soon
reached the old familiar Villers-Cotter-etat- he

whole town, as may well be
imagined,-

-

being thrown "Into intense
excitement by the appearance of the
chaise ivith the tricolor and the ; excited
Alexandre Dumas. Late as it was every
house poured out its inhabitants, who
rushed to the post-hous- e. A thousand
eager questions were put to. him what

I did it mean, this flag and the guns? He
I knew all the townspeople,

' and told the
I story of the past few day. It was Insis- -

ted that he should stay a short time and
j have something to eat, and he was car--I

lied oiT to the house of an old friend,
I where a hasty supper, was got ready; A
I number of old companions, who had
I been boya when he-- was in the little

town, gathered round, listening eagerly
I as their old friend declaimed and Je-- s

f counted between1 every mouthful. As
I he dashed in for them,which ho could do
I admirably ,vlvid sketches of these thrlll-- I

ing Kne?f the rustics listened with de--f
light and wonder; but when he came to

I explain the object of his present expedl-- ?
tion "when 1 announced that I meant
to capture.single-handed- , all the powderthat was In a military town containing
eight thousand inhabitants, and a gar--
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I rison 01 . eigne nunarea men" they
J looked at him doubtfully, and thought
I he - was crazed. t , This was, , of ; course,
I welcome to Alexandre, .who always de
I lighted to put himself in a theatrical
j attitude, and be the centre of a dramatic
i sensation. lie turned to his companionJ Bard:
if. "What were my words when propos--

ing this expedition to you?"
I "You asked," was the reply, "was I
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inclined to get myself shot with you.""And what do you say now?"
"That I am ready still,"

V All were confounded at such gallantry.One of his friends now stepped forward,and offered to get him Into ISolssons, as
he had a friend at the gates. Then Al-
exandre, always anticipating his D'
Artagnou, raised his glass and drank to
,his own return, to them on the next
evening. "Have-- dinner ' ready,'1 he
called to the host, "for. twenty people,and it la to be eaten just the earn,whether we are alive or tiead. Here aretwo bundred franca-- " The other answer-
ed, lie might pay on the morrow.' "Butif I should be shot?" "Then I shall
pay." A shout arose, "Hurrah Jor Car-tier!- ','

Damaa drank off his wine. 1 and,
we might add, the act-dro-p fel- l-

It was now about 11 o'clock. Thehorses were pat to the chaise whichwas
waiting:, and the bold trio. Dumas, Sardand lluntin 1 who was . to . nass them
through the gatesj drove away on their
uanng expeuuion. f isy i o'clocfi: theyhad reached the gates ol Sohsons,
threy were allowed to nass. "the door
keeper little dreaming," says Alexandreme great, mac lie was admitting the
leYoiuuon."

t ; 2b b oontinued.
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