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friends, I take great pleasure a bear-la- g

testimony this afternoon In this
public congregation before the heavens,
before Aliuightv God, who shall Judge
the work!, before Jesus Christ - tlie
Mediator of tlw new covenant,! before
tiio angels of heaven who can hear and
witness inv words, that in these last
days oar Heavenly Father has revealed
the ancient Gospel anew, by His own
voice from heaven and uy heavenly
nuss&gers sent down from ou
high; - that the authority which
the ancient prophets and apostles
held in ancient times has been restored
mid meu d it now; that the same
llolv Ghost bj which the ancient pro-
phets spoke and wrote the word of the
Lord Is given to the people called Lat
tor-d- ay Saints, not ouly to the lead- -

ers of the Church who are placet! In
authority to direct and manage audi
govern the affairs of th Chruch of
t 'brist tiMa the earth, but the body of
tao people. The spirit that ts In the
bead of the Church is In the body aiul
runs to every extremity, enlightening
It, filling it with Lfj aud witiij vigor;
And it brings fortif the same fruits,.hich are love, Joy, peace, patleuce.
lii!i-.u.Tei- iii. brwtherly kinuucssatul

an account in the jrreat dav when the
secrets of the hearts of all mankind
shall be made manifest, Christian and
heathen, those in the ancient times and
those in the latter times. All who ever
dwelt in the earth ia the flesh must
appear before the bar of God and be
Judged for the deeds done in the bodywhether they be good or evil, and theywill receive a reward for the good that
they did, and a punishment for the

viL that they did, especially and par-
ticularly if they did evil knowingly, if
they sinned wilfully, sinned irgaiiist
light and knowledge.- A great many of those persons that I
have referred to among those reform-
ers and others who work.nl - on the
earth, as they thonghtfor rishteouness
and for the Lord, have !alwred in sin-
cerity, but not always in truth. A
great many errors have prevailed in
the world since the time when the
Apostles were put to death, when the
lights that God placed in the world
were put out by the hand of wicked-
ness; since the servants of God were
destroyed iu the flesh, a great manyerrors have crept into the world, and
darkness was spread over themind of - the children of men.
Thoaga - many hare worshippedIn sincerity, they have not,, wor-
shipped in trnth because they did
not fully comprehend the way of truth.
When they read the Scriptures they
only partially comnrehended them, ami

have left undone those things that we
ouijht to have done, and have done
thotte tilings that we ought not to have
done, and there Is no help in us. O
Lord have mercy upon us, miserable
sinners," Well, that Is Just exactlywhat they are. Now, I do not boast that
we are any better than they are. lam
merely taking them the Lord will
take a great many of them i "Out of
thine own' mouth will 1 Judge thee.'
Thej tell the Lord, "All we like sheep
have gone astray; we have turned
everyone to his own way-!- . That is
what is the matter with the Christian
world. They are not walking in the
Lord's way. They are walking in the
ways that men have iuventei'.

Any student of the Scriptures who
is willing to receive truth when it is
presented before hlta, can see by per-
using the sacred books of the Old and
the New Testaments that the condition
of the world at the present time was
anticipated by the ancient prophetsand apostles. They all saw that the
time would come when the people
would turn away from the truth; when1
they would walk in their own ways;
when they wonld build up churebe to
themselves; when they would hire men
t preach to them things-whic- h were
wise and good iu their own eyes ; theywould not be very anxious to tiud out
the will ot God, or that He mlsrht de-
clare it to them, but would have
preachers to teach . them doctrines
which seemed good to their "itchingears." ?

-

A student, of the Scriptures will also
find that in every age of the world
when there was a people, dwelling on
the earth whom God acknowledged as
His people. He required them to do all
things as lie commanded them ; not as
they might choose, but as He com-
manded. When Jesns Christ came He
did not come to do llis own will or to
preach IUs own doctrine. Said He:
'My doctrine is not mine, but His that
sent me. If any man will do His will.
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h.irtty, and Uio light of God bears wit- -
iieaa to tnese . tilings. Ana not ouiylave we tlic.se gifts, but there are other
rifts In our midst the same as were,
manifested In olden times, such as the
rUt of .'. tomrnos, Interpretatioa of
tongues, visions and dreams, the giftof prophecy, the discerning of spiritsthe healing of the sick those whoi
have faith to be licaled and every gifti. nd every power and every blessing;
which were the result of the receptionof the Holy Ghost In ancient time?, arei
enjoyed In the Church of Jesus Christ
of latter-da- y Saints. 1 bear this tes-- i
timony with words of truth and sober-- ! Stness, before God and all men. I know
llils is God's- work, and 1 know
it will prevail. 1 know It will not
bo left to another people.;
1 know it will remain, and every power:nd every Influence that rises against-I- t

it to destroy it will itself perish and
1 destroyed, and every arm that is
lifted against this work' will in the due:
time of the Iord be palsied and with-
ered, for it is the work of the great -
God, and it will stand for ever. The ;servants 01 the Iird In this Church of
Jesus Christ of Latter-da- y Saints, iu

of all attacks and Hchemcs and
fiforts to stop tltem, will go out to
1 very nation, kindred, tongue and peo-
ple, and preuch the gospel of the king-
dom as a witness before the end shall
come, and they will gather the eject of
Goil from the four winds and bring
them to Xion. these Templeswhich' we are laboring upon will be

ieeU d, aud the people of tioi will eu- - i

aud aduiinlKter in liehalf cf I

t lie living and the dead, ami God will
c. immune with Hi servants therein.
Thev will learn more of His ways aud
walk in Ills paths; they will. purge out
Jill iniquity in their midut; they: will cut
off tho evil doer by severiug him or her
from the Cnurch; the spirit of Judg-
ment will come to Zion.and tho wicked
mid ungodly ami the hypocrite will flee
away; and God will break every yoke, "

and remove every bond, and Israel
Khali be free' And the Zion of our God
shall arise and shine, and tho glory
thereof shall stream forth to the utter-
most parts of the earth, and God will
break down every nation, kingdom and
government of the earth which refuses
10 hearken to bis voice, until the king-
doms of this world shall become the
kingdom of our God and llis Christ,aud He shall reign from pole to poleand from shore to shore.

May God add His blessing to this
testimony, through Jesus Christ.
Amen. 4 . ...i 1 ,:
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unto our Father, to drink of tliosc
streams that flow from the eternal
f juutain. to have the Holy tihost in
our hearts every day springing up lik?
a well of water uuto everlasting I f .'
It our privilege to walk in tae iiguteand have the Holv lib jst to bu
our constant coinpauiou. dirtn-tiu- g otir
ways, not only our actions aud our do-
ings, but our let'lings and our thoughtsaud our sentiuicnt that wsj may be
come purer and holier, day by day, un
til we are sauetiueu ami luaae clean
and white anil lit to go. bacK intcj the
presence of our Heavenly Fatiier.

l nis is our ousiuess uere in i tan to
learn the lord's ways, to walk iu the
Lord's paths, to be devoted le Hint
not onlv to l iwiptizod bv water into
His Church, but baptized Mr the Holy
Ghosu Uiat we may i orouani lino a
oneness with our Father, brought into
communion with Him, tliat tUe voice
of the eternal Spirit may whisper peace
to our souls and point out the way mat
we nhall go, aud enable us to Lear tes-
timony of the. truths made mauife.st
frein the Lord llirousrh Ills inspired
servants as He reveals Ills will. Souio
people think that wo have co.ue here
lo gratify every lust and every passion
aud every base desire that is common
to poor fallen humamtv. .Never, was a
greater mistake mud?, I'M. is ut h i'.v
I havei-eare.- sku licoiiiuioii y ciiivti

Mormonisni.'' I have learned that'll
is s holy thing, a sacred thing; that it
requires self-ab- ut gatlou, not to men,
but to truth, to righteousness, to that
wnicntiod reveals. ..'rue. very, essence
of Mormonism"fs,to tiad out what the
Lord wants and then to do it, cad to
do it reaardloKs of anybody liviug upon
the face of the e.irth, regardless-o-
other people's opinions, regardless of
what the world may do to trv a:id pre
vent us And the people hc-r- are most
of them of the same luiud. They .have
come out from the various se,;ts aud
have ail been baptized into oua Ht.irit,
Into one body. . The same Holy Ghnst
nas rested down upon mem
down upon the Saints in ancient times
and has produced the very . ar
results. - For the Holy Ghost hug.,not ehansed. God has not clinnared. the
tautli has not changed, and the Lord is
Just as willing to-d- ay as He was in the
nrst years ot the Christian era ta reveal,
himself to those that desire tin leanr. of
Him. aftl the Hoiv Ghost, is Just as
milch a revealer to-d- ay as it was in the
Olden times when the Prophets wrote
and spoke under influence, i'1'lie
truth is just the same, but'thu people:
have gone astray from the Lord's wins.
cotrupted themselves lcfore Him, lilt-
ed the earth - with "abominations and
inifinity, and their eyes are so closed
to that which Is true and puns that
when the truth Is revealed from heaven
It is accounted a strange thing, and
they not only turn away from it, but
they are filled with hatred 'towards
those who have received the truth and
desire to walk in it. ; . .

It always was so from the beginuing.
When Abel wuifvorship God In the
way appointed, Cain, who wanted i to
go bis own way, ottered what ne pleas-
ed, what he thought would do, and he
was tilled with auger toward Abel re-bau- se

his offering was accepted. Abel
offered what God commanded, the
firstlings of the flock. Calu offered the
fruits of the gronnd. God had com-
manded a lamb without blemish and
withont spot, to be offered as an cm--
Diem of thecomtng lieueemer, wno, in
the meridian of time should come as
'the lamb slain from before the foun

dation of the world," and offer his life
and pour out his blood for the remission
of sins. Cain offered what he pleased,
and when Abels offering was accepted,
Cam wus filled with anger. The spiritof Satan entered into him which ia
the spirit of destruction, the- - spirit of
murder and he arose and slew his bro-
ther. - Now,though persecutors iu tuce
times do not realize it themselves, they
are filled with the same spirit towards
the servants of God. When Joseph
Smith, called of God to be a prophet
in this latter time, to usher in the great
last dispensation Qf Gad's mercy to
man, to bring lortn the ancient uospeias taught by Jesus and His Apostles,
to reveal again the ancient Priesthood
and authority tnereoi, to lay tne loun-dati- on

of the latter day kingdom, to
prepare the way for the coming of the
Son of Man ; when ne came as a Doy,
an unlettered youth, oeariug tne giad
tidings of great "Joy that communica-
tion between the heavens and the earth
so long lost had been restored, tnat
the light from the eternal Sun of Right
eousness had again streamed down to
lighten np and dispel the darkness of
the world how was he received?
Why, men wonld not listen to his
teaching. They would not compare
the doctrines he taught with the scrip- -
lures whlca they professed to neneve.
They hooted at the very idea of pre-
sent revelation from God. They said i

Even supposing it possible that in this
enlightened age one could receive rev
elation, was uoa going to spcax to 4111
illiterate boy? Would He not choose
some of the great and wise men iX this
generation, Bme. 04 the learned di-
vines'. But the idea of God's speakingto this youth!" And they were filled
with ftrxrfiT TlinnKvitilifi.fl an! mtnlft.
ters of the day were tilled with hatred
and wrath towards him and towards
alt those who received his testimony.and the Saints were driven from placeto place, from city to city, from State
to . State, until finally his blood was
shed. What for? Because he commit
ted crime Son their own confession
proved to. the contrary, for they said,

tne law cannot toucu mm. out pow
der and ball hall." The same spiritthat put Jesns Christ to death; the
same spirit tnat put tuo.se. iioiv men to
death about whom I have spoken, who
mvt tne ouraen 01 tne wont 01 the
.Lord,".-and-cam- not to declare their
own opinions, but the word of God
Almighty to the --Inhabitants ot the
earth,; the spirit that put them to
death put Joseph Smith to death, and
that Is the spirit that burns in the
hearts of the so-eali- ed pious "Chris-
tian" ministers against the letter-(la- v
baints. rney meet , together in their
convocations, and conferences and
assemblies and pass resolutions about
a people 01 wnose doctrines and prac
tices and lives they are la perfect ignorance, uney .110 not know the mo-
tives which prompt us. Thev do not
know the principles which actuate us
Thev know no thine abont the work God
Almighty has called as to do. for which
we nave leit our nomes in distant lands
and come to theae valleys. ' But thev
are. inspired by tho . same spirit of
wickedness . and ; destruction - which
filled the hearts of men who slew the
servants ox God la former times. Tbeyda -- not want to try and convert
these Latter-da-y Saints Oh. no.
What do tlwy want to do? One en-

lightened minister of the trosnel who
came out here and stiyed abont twen
ty-lo- ur hours, and lute a great manr
other people went back professing to
Know au atout "Aionnouism" al-

though perhaps he never poke to a
"Aiorraon" wuue acre got un m the
pulpit and preached the gospel of the
bayonet and cannon as a menus of
solving the "Mormon problem I" " He
said he would solve the problem in a
short time. He would father ell the
Latter-c- ur Saints into this rreatTab- -
ernacle, and then turn the artillery of
the United States upon them! That
was a minister of the orthodox gospeI.:
1 ao not say tney are au jikc mint uoa
forbid that ' I should. But the same
spirit ia working in their hearts and in
the hearts of a great many, men and
thev do not know it, v- -

It may be st1d of thera as Jesus said
in rerard to His disciples on a certain
occasion. Becanse soiise people did not
do exactly a.?;: hey waited, tfey asked t

"Lord, wilt t&on that we
f re to cqw .from heaven, a nd
c nnumf heru. eve ;i a 'iiiia did?
'i t i lor, we are tosd, rtbEfeed them
ends... It "Ye knoWTiot jwfcat manner
cf srdrit ye ar of. For ta 8on of Man
U not come to destroy men's lives, bu
to save theia." That Jr the sylrlfofthe GopeI, the tplrif cf "salvation.
Well, tmjse people who Reek the de-
struction of the Ijitter-da- y- Saints do
not know whrt rr.irit t.'-- are cf , Theyere lathe rfark ia renird to the thim'-
oi CotL THcy have pot "enUhsi
tv t!.s rUt-an- power of-- ' tho iiolyC : : t. T zv.y cf then lave a.'!;j;i;:l ter- -

t i t. 2 tame cf t';e-- Father ad of
t a and cf the Kc-.'- C.hot xvirhout
t et. itpt VsU"? cf t - 'lontT. 'i'heyi ".T? ( . a it r'-o'- C r f a s 5
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In the Tabernacle, Salt Laker City,
Sunday Afternoon, May 20th, 188H.

RKPORTED BY JOHN IBVIXB I

I am called upon this afternoon Unite
unexpectedly, to me to address tbia
congregation, and I earnestly pray thattne spirit oi the living God may restdown upon me and upon all who are
ptnered in this Tabernacle, that I mayb Inspire! to- aay somethlngwhlchM ill be profitable to hear and. that allwho listen to my words may be able tounderstand them In the spirit by which
they are spoken. --

We have assembled here to-d- ay to
worship God onr Heavenly Father inthe name of Jesus Christ Ills Son. un-
der the influence and power of the Ho-
ly Spirit. In order that onr worshipmay be acceptable to God It must bedone in the name of Jesus, and it mostbe done under the-- influence of His
hplrit; for "God. is a spirit, and theythat worship llim must worship Htmin spirit and In -- truth.JWe must be
sincere In our worship; we must be
sincere 'n all that we do in order thatit may be acceptable to God. But sin-
cerity

I

alone is no sufficient. We have r
to worship Him in truth as Well as in
spirit, and we most worship Him alsoIn the way that He has appointed, not
In our way. God does not accept the
ways of man unless those ways are in
accordance with His ways. And we
have come here that we may learn the
ways of God, and then walk in His
payi. This is In accordance with the
ancient prophets. ; They declared thatiu the last days people should come
from all nations unto "the tops of the
mountains" for this very purpose, that
they might learn of His ways and walk
in Ills paths. The reason why ire have
had to Up this is because the ways ofour fathers, in their worship and in
their service towards God, have been
oulyBin accordance with their private
notions, their ideas of what is right.There has been no voice from hea
ven heard amone the children of men
on this earth for a great, mad y centu-
ries. People have not been guided bythe revelations of the Almighty, but bythe wisdom of man, or, as we think,
the folly of man. It is true that the
people called "Christians' have had
the book called the Bible. , The Old
Testament and the ' New - Testament
contain books which were written bymen who lived in ancient times, and
who were inspired of Clod. Those
books do not contain all that was writ-
ten by the servants of God in ancient
times, but only a few of the writings
giTen to the children of men by inspir-ation. This book contains a great deal
of truth and some few errors, but the
errors are the Interpolations or the
mistranslations ot men. The doctrines
which the Bible contains are true, and
they are in sufficient plainness ' to be
correctly .understood, if the peoplewho road what it contains are inllu-enced- by

the same spirit or inspired bythe same spirit as the men who wrote
those things. But without that spiritthe people of the earth are not able ful-
ly to comprehend ,that which is writ-
ten. We read in that book that "the
letter killeth." It is the spirit' that
iriveth life, and it is also the spirit that
giveth. light. WMbSBt the fepirit of
God as the revealing lnnuence from on
high, mankind are unable to compre-
hend the things of God. As we are un-
able this afternoon to see anything of a
physical nature without that aataral
light w tilth comes from tne sun, so
without the light that comes from the
Son of Righteousness we are unable to
seethe thingsof God. The prophets who
wrote the things contained in the Old
Testament, and the Apostles pf Jesus
Christ, who wrote . the epistles, and
other writings contained in the New
Testament, were blessed with the gtft
that is called In the Scriptures the giftof the Holy Ghost. This was not mere-
ly an influence which made them feel
good ; that exalted their spiritual na-
tures so aa to make them nappy, con-
tented and peaceful; but it was a
manifestation of the power that comes
from God. As the light that comes
from the sun reveals through aur na-
tural eyes those objects which we see
around us, so the Holy Ghost coming
from God opens up and makes clear
and plain the things of eternity, those
things that are called ; spiritual, al-

though they are all spiritual to our
Heavenly Father. The things which
we call natural and temporal are spir-
itual to Him, because lie sees the es-
sence of things, ne comprehends
them in their internal nature. ' ? All
the elements of all things that exist are
eternal, and "the things that are spirit-
ual are eternal," and therefore it U all
spiritual to God. We at the present
time are creatures of time, and we see
thing that change; We do not com-
prehend their eternal nature. Ve do
not comprehend their' essence. W e
only see that which la on the surface,
on the outside. But God looks into
the internal nature of things as well as

f men, and comprehends them. And
the elements, both of that which is
called natural and that which is spir
itual, are all eternal, without beginning
und without end. Tliev are manipula
ted and changed and worked oyer, but
they have no beginning la their es
sence!, and thev cannot have. MO atom
iii nature can oa destroyed. It never
commenced to be: it will never ceas
to be. God looks upon things as theyar. in their eternal natnre. and there- -

all eternal or SDliitual to
iltm. ui syeas.iJtK aitr iu. uwiuwr
of men we call things temporal ana
spiritual, natural ana epernaturai j ym
alter au wnen we come to cumpreurnu
them as they are, taey are all material
and all snirltualv , ' I

The inhabitants ot toe earth, as I
have remarked, have been without any
.lir.'ct communication from Goi. and
therefore they nave Deen measurably
In the dark. They have been able to
read some of tha books which were
written bv the ; servants ef God wh4
were last ired by Him in ancient times
bat they nave had no revelation, for
themselves. They can read what Isa
iah Isaid. or Jeremiah, or Peter, or
l'aul, or Luke, or other of the4 writers. . v. i 1 ,4 w v.i. Taal.mftnt . riri. .Haw

have had no Tjcrsonal revelation. The
light which they have obtalafii 12 5
borrowed light, like the light of the
moon. They have been la a sore of
moonlight or . twinkling star-ligh-t.
There have been a great many preachera who have claimed to be the ser
vants of God ministering amonar tha
people in Christendom; sortie lathe
ancient church called the Church of
Rome, some in the LDlscapal Church.
some in the Methodist Chnrch, others
in the Baptist'. Church, and so . on
through all the various denominations
that compose roo-le- Christendom.
No doubt many of thcra were rood
men, men who strove to the best of
their ability and the best , of "their
knowledge to enlif htea the minds of
their fellow men. etoroa of them, per-
haps, were mere hirelings, "preachingfor hire and divining for rao-yey- but
others were sincere la the ir hearts,
sincere in their wor.-hi- p, sincere in the
religion wwen taey tamnt to oteers
lint ther had not a knowledge of tha
truth.: They had a faith cf ome kind.
They believed ra cerraia
They believed in tne tnings w&icn tney
read In the Bible so far as they could
comprehend them, but they had no
positive knowledge In rer&rd to tfce
Lkinra which they believed - in and
which they taught. Tha men who were
called the Reformers who came oat
from the Church of Rome and lHtro--1
disced, littla rore Xrv:':i thaa t&e j--

. o- -
r-I- previoasay iiau, : . i 7- -

j ffev.
errors tu't v .re ex'.....-- .

vyere,
eurae Oi t.ieia,iuost t. .f.;.ix.t s .3, ttt
they performed a neat as J a gtod
work ia the earth. Lottr.ey were not
called of God ia tha wsy tilt Ilia ser
vants were clld ia t ' .act rimes wr 3
wrote th thir rs cc-n- ..d la .thai
Me, neither 'wcra ih-:- enjwed wij

h li..iv Ghost wh.ch those men en
joyed. "They nevenhek? did a grtn-- l

work la t.r.e eana"r.aior i-- ii t ey
wui receive- - t:ieir- - j . r . r i
t ;r no man wan ever lit . - i n
wheth'r In a Cliiiitii r. i.r a
i;obz tae he tien cr r 5 iav . evr
tUd a good tU.ns but Le wa t
for it, snl wia receive h,' r . f

and ta . I w;.;... 'it, nor ever i -
kei thiujr, f.;a.t which he kx?-- v i;:,to t be wroB?, without t t v
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they differed among . themselves...as toK a t i t"re mi muse in i UK" wiucn tueyread. Thus sect has multiplied upon
sect, denomination upon denomlua
tloa. Andfln what is called Christen
dom people are ia confusion, not com-
prehending alike, not seeing the truth
as it is; for if they could , all see the
truth properly they would see alike;if they all comprehended the trnth cor-
rectly they would be of one heart andone mind so far as they comprehended.But the very fact that those divisions
exist proves tnat there is darkness in
me world, if the light of God was
revealed to six moil in the same deswo
they would comprehend the principles
presented before them, the principlesof the Gospel, exactly in the same way :
and if six men can be united in com-
prehending truth exactly alike, six
millions or any number of men can
be united so as to see and comprehendthe truth exactly in the same way, and
this was the effect of the Spirit of God,the Holy Ghost, the Comforter, the lie-veal- er,

the spirit of -- life and light,wmcn uodgaveto llis ceonle inthe
ancient Christian Church when the
Gospel came to them. Thev were all
divided when Jesus Christ came into
the world. There was a similar diver-
sity of opinions and faith In regard to
God and ills ways to what there is
now. only not to so great an extent.
Jesus came and showed the right way.
ite was --tne way, tne tram, anu tne
life." He came to reveal llis Father's
will. He made plain the wav of life
and truth that an who desired might
be able to walk therein in the same
way and under the same light, that
they might see eve to eye and be no
more divided. It was thus with the
people called Pharisees or Sadducees, .

or with those who belonged to anysect that existed among the Jews,orwlth those who lived among tha
Greeks and had adopted the Grecian
system of philosophy, or with people
who lived In any other part of the
world and believed in, any other kind
of religion when they came into the
Christian church they were no longerdivided in their opinions and In their
faith, but they were all brought to see
alike, they were "all baptized by one

pint, into one body, whether Jew or
entile, bond or free," They no

longer worshipped different Gods, or
the same God In different ways, but
they worshipped alike. They had ''nexxra, one laitn, one Daptism, anu one
hope of their calling.' But when
darkness came into the world lagaln:
when the guides that God had placed
amonft humanity were rejected and
thrust out and the Holy Ghost was
withdrawn and men were left to them-
selves ; then they began to divMe up,eacn man going nis own war accord
ing to his notion. Preachers have
multiplied, sects have multiplied, and
doctrines have multiplied. And here
we are in the later times, ia the nine
teenth century, when the people boast
so much about Gospel light as well as
scientific light, here we are in the
nineteenth century and the people are
groping like blind men for the wall.
They do not know God and some do

core anything about llim. SomeSot His existence, and a great many
more stand ia a position of doubt and
uncertainty. Very few squarely deny
the existence of a God i but there are
a great many people who do not know
wnetner mere is a tioti or nun tneyare not satisfied in their minds. "I do
not know" seems to be the sentiment
of the great bulk of intelligent people
now-a-ua- ys in regard to aivwe tmngs.

11T.il a, a t until in tha Hnrrinnl nnr t

my remarks, we have met here to-d- ay

to worship God In His way not our
way, tnat is, not me way we nave
made, not the wav that any man has
made, but according to the plan and
pattern revealed fron heaven by Al- -

mignnriiod in our uay auuuine. xi
God manifested himself in ancient
times, why should He not manifest
liiraseii in latter times r tt umi spukb
to the world by the power of the Holy
Ghost through chosen men In former
ages of the world, why not in this age?
If angels came down irora neaven ana
ministered ter persons upon the earth
in any period qf this world's; history,
why not ia the latter times Are God $
lips cloied that He cannot HpeakV Are
the heavens sealed up and become like
brass, that no man can break through
and no heavenly being come to this
little world and . make manliest tne
things of eternity? H'as the Hply
Ghost changed in its power and influ
ence and revealing qualities? ur are
the children of men in euch a eondi
tlon that they are not willing to receive
the Lord ana His ways and His works
and His light? Has God purposely de- -
tarted irom tne earxa. or nave me
nmnle of the farth departed from
God? We read here in the book of
Isaiah about a time that should come
when "darkness would cover the earth
and gross darkness tnepeopis." ;tve
read of a tiroa when God wpuld come
out from His hktlnsr place inludz- -
ment upon the Inhabitants of the earth
In the latter days, and it should be Mas
with tne people so wno toe priest j as
witn tne servant, bo whu uie master;
as with the maid, so with the mistress ;

a with the buyer, so wita the seller,
as with tbe-lenders- o with the borrow-
er; as with the taker ofusnry, so with
tne giver ot uurj i um.
shall le utterly emptied, and utterly
spoiled: for the lord nas spoaen mis
word'- - What lor? "Because they
have transgressed the laws, changed
the ordinances, broken the everlasting
covenant. Therefore has the curse
devoured the earth, and they that
dwell therein are desolate." how, it
looks to me a great cieai more reason
able to think that the people oi tne
earth have departed from God and
rone out of His way and made ways ot
their own; that they have "heapMt to
themselves teachers having itching
cars, and have turned away their cars
from the truth and have turnea tinto
fables :" that they .have become "lov
ers of pleasure more than lovers of
God '"4ad that tlsey bve "aianaai
rodliaess. but lack the power there
of," than that God has forsaken tnem
wiuiout any acts oi tueir own. u,I know that this sounds very harsh in
Christian ears. It sounds very disa- -
FTeeabieto the people wno compose
Christendom to say that they have
gone out of the way hose good,

people, who express
such beautiful sentiments and have
eueh reiieious emotions and such lofty
f?. in " and many of wbora are sincere
it their herart.9 to say that tbey have
u ore ci nt of the wsv and that the are
ia tietUrk. ' It is' all 'ti?ht tq say that
nilukras npoa millksas t'f 'ie heathen
nations for hundreds and fcttudred cf
years have been la the dai k and that
tney are in the dark to-da- y, tfcatthpy
ere away from God. that the i ;'.t cf
the glorious Gospel of 'Jesus CJiri.st
c HAt Rhine laio tlielr souls, .that
their philosophers and sags and roe s
and pres.0 hers &nuir.!.tvner.:'f iatt'l-- lt

are e'l wror?; that ii s!l r'rht you
cary t l' ; "v.r CI r.-t''-

n T 6ot 5

f,v' t .s ax.i ara tot soc ea la
t t!,r fen? a bit j bat ta mj t-- tve
t - iian t this f eBration ere ot
c f te way sounds terr'vle It tvmrears.
: 1 wlli ere t-,i- i tossy
t t is tbg iict;t-'"- t tl a KlKJ.a

.lkj f3-- e astrav.'- - I wiil go to
farther tisa tey fay thetcselves; e
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he shall know of the doctrine, whether
It be of God, or whether I speak of
myself." Jesus did nothing and said
nothing but that which He had been
commanded to do and say. He taughtno doctrine of Himself. And He de
clared that when He should go away
theComforterwould come in His place.
w nut wouia lie aor "lie will guide
you into all truth : for He shall not
speak of Himself; but whatsoever he
shall hoar, that shall ha Kpak: an I lie
will show yoa things to come," When
the Apostles who were called of Jesus
Christ went out to preach the Gospel
In His name, they tlid not eo to preachtheir own views and opinions and no
tions, nor to, administer ordinances
that they thought were proper and a- -
dapted to the people in different na-
tions, but they went out with the word
of the Lord, they went out to teach
that which.- hail been commanded.
Said Jesus Christ: "Go therefore
and teach all nations, baptizing- - them
In the name of the Father, and of t he
Son, and of the-Ho- ly Ghost i teachingthem to observe all things whatsoever
I have commanded you." They were
not to preach with the entlclu2 words
of man's wisdom, uor proclaim their
notious about things, but they were to
go lortn wita the living word of God,
they were to go and teach that which
Christ had taught them, and which He
did not teach of . Himself. And even
then lie told them - to tarry in Jerusa-
lem until they were - endowed with
power from on high. They waited.
And on the day of Pentecost, we read,
they came together "with one accord iu
one place." They were of one heart,of one mind, and of one spirit, and
thcu the Holy Ghost was manifested to
them, in visible .form, in cloven ton- -
gaesas Of lire.' They were all tilled
with that spirit and thev spoke with
other tongues asnhe Spirit gave them
utterance, and from that time .havingbeen ordained by Jesus Christ when
He was upon the earth, they were able,
to go out and preach the Gospel to the
nations of the earth. On that day
(Pentecost) Peter preached that great
gospalsermpn which we read aboutn
the second chapter of the Acts of the
Apostles, He did not teach the people
anything in regard to bis opinion, lie
told the people that which he knew,
that which had been made manifest to
him, that which he understood, and
he did it under the influence and pow-
er of the Holy Ghost, the same spiritwhich rested upon the ancient proph-
ets, " the same spirit by which Jesus
spoke, which was civen to him not by
measqre, but in a fulness.

No man has a ' right to preach in the
name Qf the Lord unless he is endowed
as were ' those Apostles, unless the
Lord has committed to him a dispen
sation of the Gospel; and if any man
uoen ho ne tiue il upuit uia own res-
ponsibility. Unless he is so called and
endowed, all bis administrations,
whether it be baptism, contlrmatlon.or
any other rite which he may adminis-
ter in the name of deity, are null and
void and of non-efle- ct ia the heavens.
When God calls men to ofllclate, what
they do on earth In His name in the
way He has appointed, by His author-
ity, Is as valid as if He performed it
himself in pcrsan: what they taeal on
earth lssealed 'ln'th'd heavens'and
what they "loose o4 earth Is loosed la
the heavens," But when men admin-
ister the ordinances without authority,
wlthoqt inspiration, without being
called and appointed and ordalued
speciallyfor that work, all their ad-
ministrations are vain and valueless.
If they baptize a person that baptism
is void. The baptism of Infants is
void. It never was ordained of God.
it netcr was authorized Of Hhnj but is
one of the vagaries of men. cue of
lean's inventions. But even baptismadministered an the ancient Apostlesaamimsterca it, ana as j esus unrtst
taught It, and according to the patternwhich He himself set iu His own bap
tism, if administered by men. who have
not been called and ordained and en
dowed with tne power and right to do
it, is utterly void, ana i of no more
account than 8 bath. And it is the ab
sence of this authority aud the absence
oi tnis endowment, the absence of this
divine spirit which reveals ttte thingsof God. and makes them plain to the
children ot men. which have caused all
tni3 coniusion that exists m th Chris
tlan world, as well as iq the heathen
world.

Vk ell, we have met hero this after
noon and we nave gathered here in
these mountain valleys that we might
learn uoa s ways ana men carry thmout In our lives, for ours is a practical
religion... wenoi omy icarn out we
practice. If we are Latter-da- y Saints,
we come to learn wmit is ngnt nnC
thea do it with all eur miuht, earless
and regardless of the opinions of
others, or what other people may do or
try to do. The business of our Jives is
to try and find out he will of our
Heavenly Father and perform it. This
we can do. lhere ts no need to be in
aouDtas to wnat it is. inert) is no
need to depend upon any maa Joseph
Smith,! Bngham Young, John Taylr,i ticr, i aui, isaia.ii, or anyooay else.
tvery man mat lives ana every woman
mat Greataes tne ureaui oi ma has
right to know iu his or her own heart.
Whether a thin? ts right and true or
not, and those who do not strive to ob-
tain this knowld!i are derelict. "Hethat doeth the will of the Father shallmow oi me doctrine," uur oiiaes is
iQen w r,ud cut wnat ma iaw s will is,to guide us in our every-da- y life.
not only , to mke u s feel good,
to cxait our spiritual nature,our emotions, our sentiments, our
thoughts, not only that, but to guldous iu our daily lives, so that all our
acts may oe squared according to the
rule of right, that we may uo that
whicn is pleasing to our Heavenlyx ainer, mat we may icarn to live so as
not rnerery to ao our own wi;l, but toao tne wia ot 7 mm trtit L ts seat us
nere on tne earth, an .1 il.) r. : s e n
iigntcnea car nnat , y.i r- - iin tt.
truui. k e teea not w&,S la t. a irxIt is oar privilege to wall; in the light.
W e have com oit from the darkness.
We have CGtua out from confusion, we
wave come oat irora i;anvion into tae
Uzut aud th4 liberty and the certaintyof the everlasting Gospel. We have
come out from t:is 'creeds of .men; we

i7 I.. . v'. i "i tun a- ut iiieu;we have emm ti,t from tae nations uid
kinpiom.flof t!;e carta; wo tare cotce
np iato these ir.tiEtaia vs'yi H- -.t we
T:ay t:vl : t trutli tJav Ly tUf auJ yee
by year, that w v-t- gt closer and
cioertoorG'-!- , f--- t wo ivy Hra
t-- W5TS i,l L'u.a t.l lil t.ituiraora perfectly, unt'd tie .ve'J s. :i be
.entirely ts.iica- - zv..zy 'and we: a r
and cv-'-rel--- 1 1'.;-1- . 1 cl t r: r v
aa I ? as r, .t.U r ,;r-r.i- . 1 v.
an btaold:a, ot-e- r and t t ;s c
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