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HISTORY OF JOSEPH SHITH,
Jung, 1844.

Most of the forenoon was spent by Dan
dones and Col. Stephen Muarkham in hewing
with a penknife, a warped door to get it on the
latch, thus preparing to fortify the place
against any attack.

The Prophet, Patriarch, and their friends
took turns preaching to the guards, several ot
whom were relieved before their time was out,
because they admitted they were convineed of
the innocence of the prisoners. They fre-
quently admitted they had been imposed upon,
and more than once it was heard, *“Let us go
liome, boys, for I will not fight any longer
against these men,”

During the day Hyrum encouraged Joseph to

{hink that the Lord, for his Church’s sake,
would release him from prison. Joseph re-
plied, “Could my brother Hyrum but be liber-
ated, it would not matter so much about me;
poor Rigdon, I am glad he is gone to Pittsburgh
out of the way; were he to preside Lhe would
lead the church to destruction in legs than five
years.??
" Dr. Richards was busil engaged writing as
dictated by the Prophet, and Elder Taylor
amused him by singing. Joseph related his
dream about William and Wilson Lawj also
liis dream about trying to save a steamboat in
a storm.

One of the counsel for the prosecution ex-
pressed a wish to Esq. Reid, that the prison-
ers should be brought out of jail for examina-
tion on the charge of treason; he was answered
that the prisoners had already been committed
“until discharged by due course of law;” and
therefore the justice and constable had no fur-
ther control of the prisoners, and that if the
prosecutors wished the prisoners brought out
of H;ail_, they might bring them out on a writ of
habeas corpus, or some other ‘‘due course of
lawy’ when we would appear and defend.

12% noon. Dr. Bernhisel arrived at the jail.

Mr. Reid came with the following letter
from General Deming:—

*“Messrs. Smith:—I was requested by the
Governor to order you such protection as cir-
cumstances might require, The guard have
been acting upon the supposition that your
protection excluded all persons but those ad-
mitted by a pass. I have caused the officer of
the guard to be correctly instructed of his
duties, so that you need suffer no further in-
convenience, M. R. DEMING,

Brig. Genl.”

o

Head Quarters,
Carthage, June 26th, 1844.”

Counselor Reid said he.bad got the magis-
_trate on a pin hook, for the magistrate had
committed them without examination, and had
n» further jurisdiction in the case, and he
would not agree to a trial, unless (Captain)
Justice Smith would congent to go to Nauvoo

for examination, where witnesses could be
had.

Reid said that a week ago, Harmon T. Wil-
son and another had concocted a scheme for a
writ to take Joseph, and when he was appre-
hended to take him to Missouri, and Harmon
T. Wilson returned from Missouri the night
before the burning of the press.

1 p.m. Willard Richards wrote to his wife,
and gent the letter by Cyrus C. Canfield.

It was common conversation on the cam
ground and in the dining room of the hotel, in
the presence of Governor Ford, ““The law is
too short for these men, but they must not be
suffered to go at large;”? and, “if the law will
not reach them, powder and ball must.”

% past 2. Constable Bettisworth came with
Alexander Simpson, and wanted to come in,
with an order to the jailer demanding the pris-.
oners; but as Mr. Stigall, the jailer, could find
no law authorizing a justice of the peace to
demand prisoners committed to his charge, he
refused to give them up, until discharged from
his custody by due course of law,

Justice Robert F. Smith then inquired what
h2 must do? Governor Ford replied, *“We have
plenty of troops; there are the Carthage Greys
uader your command, bring them out.”

Joseph sent Lorenzo D. Wasson to inform.
the Governor of what had just taken place, and
also to inform his counsel, Messrs. Reid and
Woods. | ‘ S

!
I.

P | get witnesses from Nauvoo, twenty miles dis-

'der and ball, as we have done nothing against |

——

20 ‘min. to 3. Dr. Bernhisel returned from
the Governor, and said apparently the Govern-
or was doinz all he conld.

3 p.m. Wrofe to Messrs. Woods and Reid as
follows:—

““Jail, Carthage, June 26; 3 p.m.
Messrs. Woods and Reid:—

Sirs:—Constable Bettisworth called a little
while since, and wanted to come in, the guard |
would not; we have since learned that he
wanted to take ns before the magistrate, and
we have since learned that there is some ex-
citement because we- did not go, and we wish
to see you without delay.

We are informed that Dr. Foster has said
that they can do nothing with us, only by pow-

}

the law. Yours,
JOSEPH SMITH,

Per W. Ricnhards.”
which was carried by Elder John Taylor.

20 min. to 4. Upen the refusal of the jailer
to give up the prisoners, the constable with the
company of Carthage Greys, under the com-
mand of Frank Worrell, marched to the jail,
and, by intimidation and threats compelled the
jailer againgt his will and conviction of duty,
to deliver Joseph and Hyrum to the constable,
who forthwith, and contrary to their wishes
compulsarily took them.

JnseEh, seeing the mob gathering, and assum- |
ing a threatening aspect, concluded it best to go
with them then; and putting on his hat, walked |
boldly into the midst of a hollow square of the
Carthage Greys; yet evidently expecting to be |
massacred in the streets before arriving at the

5.30. Returned to jail, and Joseph and Hyr-
um were thrust into close confinement,

Patriarch John Smith came from Macedonia
to the jail to see his nephews Joseph and Hyr-
utn; the road was thronged with mobbers; three
of them sna]]))ped their guns at him, and he was
threatened by many others who recognized
himj the guard at the jail refused him admit-
tance.

Joseph saw him through the prison window,
and said to the guard, “Let the old gentleman
come in, he is my unele.” The gunard replied
they did not care who the hell he was uncie to,
he should not go'in.

Joseph replied, “you will not hinder so old
and infirm a man as he is from coming iny”? and
then said, *““come in, uncle;”” on which, after
searching him closely, the guard let him pass
into the jail, where he remained about an hour.
He asked Joseph if he thonght he should again
get out of the hands of his enemies, when he
replied, “My brother Hyrumn thinks I shallj
I wigh i,;ﬂu would tell the brethren in Mace-
donia that they can see by this, that it has not
been safe for me to visit them; and tell Alinon
W. Babbitt, I want him to come and assist me
as an atforney at my expected trial to-morrow

 before Captain R. . Smith.”

Father Smith then left the jail to convey this
message to A. W, Babbitt, who was at Mace-
donia.

6 p.m. Copied witnesses’ names, and mit-
timus,

Dr. Bernhisel brought the following:—

I would advise the jailer to keep the Messrs.
Smith in the room in which I found them this

\gospel’s sake. Joseph bore a powerful testi-
'mony to the guards, of the divine authenticity
of tlie Book of Mormon—the restoration of the
cospel—the administration of angels—and that
the kingdom of God was again established
upon the earth, for the sake of which he was
then incarcerated in that prison, and not be-
cause he had violated any law of God or
man. .

They retired to rest late; Joseph and Hyrum
occupied the only bedstead in the room, while
their friends lay side by side on the mattrasses
ton the floor.  Dr. Richards sat up writiug un-
til his last candle left him in the dark; the re-
port of a gun fired close by, caused Joseph to
arige, leave the bed, and lay himselt on the
floor, having Dan Jones on his left, and John
S. Fullmer on his right. Joseph laid out his
right arm, and said to John 8. Fullmer; “Lay
your head on my arm for a pillow, brother
Johu;” and when all were quiet they conversed
in a low tone about the prospects of their de-
liverance; Joseph gave expression to several
presentiments tLut he had to die, and said, I
would like to see my family again;” and ©I
would to God that I could preach to the Sainis
in Nauvoo once more.” Iullmer tried to rally
his spirits, sayving he thought he would often
have that privilege; when Joseph thanked him
for the remarks and good feelings expressed to
him,

Soon after Dr. Richards retired to the bed
which Joseph had left, and when all were ap-
parently fast asleep, Joseph whispered to Dan
Jones, “Are youn afraid to die?”? Dan said,
“Ias that time come, thitk you? Engaged in

Court House, politely locked arms with the|morning, unless a closer confinement should be [ such a cause 1 do not think that death would

worst mobocrat be could see, and Hyrum lock- |
ed armed arms with Joseph, followed by.Dr.
Richards, and escorted by a guard. Elders
Taylor, Jones, Markham and Fullmer followed,
outgide the hollow square, and accompanied
them to the Court Room.

4 o’clock, Case called by Robert ¥. Smith,
Captain of the Carthage Greys. The counsel
for the prisoners then appeared, and called for |
subpenas for witnesses on the part of the pris- |
oners, and expressed their wish to go into the
examination as soon as the witnesses could be |
brought from Nauvoo to Carthage. This was |
objected to most vehemenily Ly the opposite
counsel. é

4.25. Took capy of order to bring prisoners |
from jail for trial, as follows:i— . |
“State of Illinois,

IHancock County, |

To  David Beltisworth, constable of paid
county: |

You are hereby commanded to bring the
bodies of Joseph Smith and Hyrum Smith from
the jail of Elﬂit{ county, forthwith before me at
my office for an examination on the charge of |
treason, they having been committed for safe |
keeping until trial could be had on such exam- |
ination, and the State now being ready for
such examination.

Given under my hand and seal this 26th day
of June, 1841,

(Signed) R.F SMITH, J. P.” [L.S.]

4.50, Made a copy of the list of witnesses.

4.35. C. L. Higbee, O. C. Skinner, Thos
Sharp, Sylvester Emmons and Thos. Morrigon,
appeared as counsel for the State.

‘The writ was returned, endorsed “Served on
June 25th,” which was false.

Mr. Wood said, they were committed to jail
without any examination whatever.

' Mr. Reid urged a continuance of the case
till the witnesses could be obtained from Nau-
voo, for the defence.

4% p.m. DMr, Skinner sugoested that the
court adjourn until 12 o’clock to-morrow.

Mr. Wood proposed that the court adjourn
until witnesses could be got together, or until
to-morrow at any time, and again adjourn if|
they are not ready, without bringing the pris-
oners into court.

Mr. Reid hoped no com
would be made use of by t
this enlightened country.

Mr. Skinner: If witnegses cannot be had
after due diligence by the defence, a continu-
ance will be granted.

Court said this writ was gerved yesterday,
(which was not the cgse, unless it could be
served without the prisoners or their counsel
knowing it.)

On motion of counsel for the prisoners, ex-
amination was postponed till to-morrow at 12
o’clock noon, and subpenas were granted to

Enlsnr_v measures
¢ prosecution in

-

tance; whereupon the prisoners were remanded
to prison, with the following mittimnus:—
“‘State of Illinois,
Hancock County,
To the keeper of the jail of Hancock County,
linois, greeting:— ;
Whereas Joseph Smith and Hyrum Smith
have been arrested and brought before me, Ro-
bert ¥. Smith, a justice of the peace in and for
said county for examination, on the charge of
treason against the State of Illinois, and have
applied for a continnance, which is granted un-
til the 27th June, 1844, at 12 u’clucE, m.
These are therefore to command you to re-
ceive the said Joseph Smith and Hyrum Smith
into your custody in the jail of the county,
there to remain until they are brought before
me for said examination according to law.
Given under my hand and seal this 26th day

of Juney 1844a e 1 | g
R. F. SMITH, J. P.» [L.S.]

clearly necessary to prevent an escape.
THOMAS FDFII),
Governor and Commander in Chief.”

June 26th, 1844.”

6} p.m. Received the following letter from
William Clayton:—

“Nauvoo, June 26th, 1844.
Dear President:—

1 write this line to inform you that Mr. Marsh,
who lives down the river, and of whom you
have had corn, pork, &c., has sent word that if
you want any bail he is ready for one to any
amount, and further that he has got some corn
left which he wauts you to have, lest the mob
get it, (We will endeavor to obtain it.)

They have already taken two loads, but he
has charged them a dollar a bushel for it.

The Amaranth has just landed at the foot
of Main Street, and unloaded 200 bbls. flour,—
40 for Mr, Kimball, and the balance for Bry-
ant.

Captain Singleton, who came at the head of
the police this morning, is sending a request to
tbe Governor to call them home; he says he
finds no difliculties to settle here, but there is
plenty to settle at home, 'He furthermore says
that while the ({mliﬂﬁ were at Carthage,
they were treated as soldicrs, but since they
came te Nauvoo they have been treated as

lgentlemen.

The compary all got home safe and well
last night.

A messenger is about to start forthwith to
Judge Thomas.

All is peace in Nauvoo; many threats keep
coming that the mob are determined to attack
the city in your absence, but we have no fears.

With fervency and true friendship, I remain,

Yours eternally,
W. CLAYTOYN.?
. This lefter was sent from Nauvoo by Joel S,
Miles. Joseph instructed Cahoon to return to
Nauvoo with all haste, and fetch a number of
docnments for the promised frial.

20 min. to 7. Sent a message to Counselor
Woods tg get subpenas for Samuel James,
Edward Hunter aud Philip B. Lewis, with
instructions to bring with them the papers that
they carried to the Governor at Springfield, and
which the Governor had not seen, as he had
started for Carthage before they arrived at
Bpringflield.

1 to 8. Supper.

8 p.m. Counselors Woods and Reid called
with KElder J. P. Greene, and said that the
Governor and military officers had held a coun-
cil which had been called by the Governor, and
they decided that the Governor and all the
troops should march to Nauvoo at 8 o’clock to-
morrow, except one company of about 50 men,
m order to gratify the troops, and return next
day, the company of fifty men to be selected
by the Governor from thosg of the troops
whose fidelity he could most rely on, to guard
the prisoners, who shiould be left in Carthage
Jail; and that their trial be deferred until Sat-
urday, the 29th.

After the consultation, the justice (Robert

¥. Smith) who was one of the officers in com-
mand, altered the return of the subpenas until
the 20th, This was done without consulting
either the prisoners or their counsel.

About 8% p.m., Patriarch John Smith met
Lawyer Babbitt, and delivered the message;
when Babbitt replied, ““You are too late, I am
already engaged on the other side.”

9 p.m. Messrs. Woods, Reid and Greene re-
turnel to Hamilton’s Hotel.

Of. Elder John Taylor prayed. Willard

Richards, John Taylor, John 8. Fullmer, Ste-
phen Markham, and Dan Jones staid with
Joseph and Hyrum in the front room,
. During the evening the Patriarch Hyrum
Smith read and commented upon extracts from
the fonk of Mormon, on,the imprisonments
and eﬁverapc

|to descend and inquire of the g

e of the servants of God forth:

have many terrors.,” Jﬂserph replied, “You
will yet see Wales, and fulfil the mission ap-
pointed you, before you die.”

Thursday, 27.—0 a.m, John P. Greene and
Wm. W. Phelps called at the jail, on their
way to Nauvoo.

5% a.m. Arose. Joseph requested Dan Jones
uard the cause
of the intrusion in the night., Frank Worrell,
the officer of the guard, who is one of the Car-
thage Greys, in a very bitter spirit said, “We
have had too much trouble to bring old Joe
here to let him ever escape alive, and unless
you want to die with him you had better leave
before sundown; and vou are not a damned bif
better than him for taking his part, and youw’ll
see that I can prophesy better than old Joes
for neither he nor his brother, nor-any one who
:-lvilt:i‘ema.iu with them will see the sun set to-

ay.

Joseph directed Jones to go to Governor Ford,
and inform him what he had been told by the
officer of the gunard. While Jones was going
to Governor Ford’s quarters,he saw an assem-
blage of men, and heard one of them who was
apparently a leader, mmaking a gpeech, paying
that “our troops will be discharged this morn-
ing in obedience to orders, and for a sham we
will leave the town; but when the Governor
and the McDonouvgh troops have left for Nau-
voo this forenoon, we will return and kill those
men, if we have to tear the jail down.” This
sentiment was applauded by three cheers from
the crowd. '

Capt. Jones went to the Governor, told him
what had occurred in the night, what the officer
of the guard had said, and what he had heard
while coming to see him, and earnestly solicit-
ed him to avert the danger.

His Excelleney replied, “You are unneces-
sarily alarmed for the safety of your friends,
siry the people are not that cruel.”

Irritated by such a remark, Jones urged Lthe
necessity of placing better men to guard them
than professed assassing, and said, *““The
Megsrs. Smith are American citizens, and have
surrendered themselves to your Excellency
upon your pledging your honor tor their safety;
they are also Master Masons, and as such 1
demand of you the protection of their lives.”

Governor Ford’s face turned pale, and Jones
remarked, “If you do not do this, I have but
one more desire, and that is, if you leave their
lives in the hands of those men to be sacrificed
—. 7 “What is that, sir?” he asked in a
hurried tone. ¢It is,” paid Jones, “that the
Almighty will preserve my life to a proper
time and place that I may testify that you
have been timely warned of their danger.”?

Jonea then returned fo the prison, but the
guard would not let him enter. He again re-
turned to the hotel, and found Governor Ford
standing in front of the MeDonough troops,
who were in line ready to escort him to Nau-
VOo.

The disbanded mob retired to the rear,
shouting loudly that they were only going a
short distance out of town, when they would
return and kill old Joe and Hyrum as soon as
the Governor was far enough out of town,

Jones called the attention of the Governor
to the threats then made, but he took no notice
of them, although it was impossible for him to
avoid hearing them.

Jones then requested the Governor to give
him passports for himself and friends to pass
in and out of the prison, according to his pro-
mise made to the prisoners; he refused to give
them; but he told Genl. Deming to give one to
Dr. Willard Richards, Joseph Smith’s private
secretary, ~
While obtaining this, Jones’ life was threat-
ened, and Chauncey L. Higbee said to him in
the street, “We are determined to kill Joe and
Hyrum, and you had better go away to save
yourself” SRR




