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HISTORY OF JOSEPHJOSEFS SMITH
jujueJUNEE 1844

most of the forenoon was spent aydanby dan
Jonetones sandsaudtind col stephen Afarmarkhamkham in hewing
with a penknife a warped door to get it on the
latch tthusus preparing to fortify hefhe place
againsta ainest any attack
cehethe prophet patriarch and their friends

took turns preaching to the guards several of
whom were relieved before their time was out
because they admitted they were convinced of
the innocence of the prisoners they fre-
quently admitted they had been imposed upon
and more than once it was heard let usjus go
home boys for I1 will not fight any longer
against these men

duringparing the day hyrum encouraged joseph to
think that the lord fortor his churchschurche sake
would release him from prison joseph re-
plied could my brother hyrum but be liber-
ated it would not matter so much about me
ppoornor RrigdonI10 don I1 am glad he is gone to pittsburgh
out of the wayiray were he to preside behe would
leadamlead the church to destruction in less than five
3 ears 15

dr richards was busily engaged writing as
dictated by the prophet anand elder taylor
amused him by singing Joseph related his
dream about william and wilson law also
hislis dream about trying to save a steamboat in
a storm

one of the counsel for the prosecution ex-
pressed a wish to esq reid that the prison-
ers should be brought out of jail for examina-
tion on ththe charge of treason hebe was answeredans ered
that the prisoners had already been committed

until dischdischargedofed by due course of law and
therefore the justice and constable had no fur-
ther control of the prisoners and that itif the
prosecutorsprosecuteors wished the prisoners brought out
of jail they might bring them out on a writ of
habeas corduscorpuscornuscordus or some other due course of
law whenwhennhen we would appear and defend

poonfoonnoon dr Bernbernhiselhise arrived at the jail
mr reid came with the following0 letter

from general demindemingdomingT
smith I1 was requested by the

governor to order you such ptprotectiontion as cir-
cumstancescum stances might require the guard have
been actinga tin excluded

uponu on the supposition that your
protection excluded all persons but those ad-
mitted by a pass I1 have caused the officer of
the guard to be correctly instructed of his
dutiedutleasbso that you need buffersufferbual er no further in-
convenience al R DEMING 1

J brig gengeni 11

head quartersQuartersartera
june 1844 11

5
counselor reid said heivadhe had got the magis-

trate on apina pin hookbook for the magistrate hadbad
committed them without examination and had
nm further jurisdiction in the case and he
would not agree to a trial unless lecaptaincaptain
jujusticeabic 6 smith would consent to go to nauvoo
tor examination where witnesses could be
had j

reidfield said that a week ago harmon T wil-
son and another hadbad concocted a scheme for a
writ to take joseph and when he was appre-
hended to take him to Mismissourisauri and harmon
T wilson returned from missouri the night
before the9 burning of the press

1 pm lVwillardillardlilard richards wrote to his wife
and belatsent the letter by cyrus C canfield

it was common conversation on the camp
ground and in the dining room of the hotel in
the presence of governor ford the law is
too short for these men but they must not be
suffered to go at large and I1 it the law will
notliot reach them powder and ball must

I4 past 2 constable bettisworth came with
alexander simpson and wanted to come in
with an order to the jailerjaller demanding the pris
omers but as mr stigall the jailer could find
no law authorizing a justice of the peace to
demand prisoners committed to his charge he
refused to give them up until discharged from
his custody by due course of law

justiceTustice robert F smith then inquired what
he must do governor ford replied Iewewe have
plenty of troops there are the carthage greys
underyar command bringbrinzbrin them out 2

josjoseph sentbent lorenzo D wawassah to inform
the governor of what had just taken place and
also to inform his counsel reid andind

da
i

20 min to 3 dr bernhisel returned from
the governor and said apparentlya ardently the governcovern
or was doindolndoing allalt he could

3 pm wrote to Aless rs woods and reid as
follows

jail carthage june 2620 3 limpm
woods and reid

sirs constable bettisworth called a little
while since and wanted to comeicomercome in the guard
would not we have since learned that he
wanted to take us before the magistrate and
we have since learned that there is some ex

because we did not go and we wishI1 I1to see you without delay
we are informed that dr foster has said

thathat ttheyhey can do nothing with us only by pow-
der aandd ball as we havebad done nothingL against1

the law yours
JOSEPH SMITH1

per W richards 11

which was carried by elder john taylor
220 min to 4 upon the refusal of the jailer

to give up the prisprisoners the constable with the
company of carthage greys under the corncom-
mand of frankprank worrell marched to the jailjallailall
and by intimidation and threats camcompellededthethe
jailer against his will and conviction of duty
to deliver joseph and hyrumhynum to the constable
who forthwith and contrary to their wishes
compulsorily took them

joseph seeing the mob gathering and assum-
ing a threatening aspect concluded it best to go
with them then and putting on hlahia hatbat walked
boldly into the midst ofaof a hollow square of the
carthage greys yet evidently expecting to be
massacremassacNdd in the streets before arriving at the
court house politely locked arms with the
worst he could see and hyrum lock-
ed armed arms with joseph followed badr
richards and escorted by a guard elders
taylor jones markham and fullmer followed
outside the hollow square and accompanied
them to the court room

4 case called by robert F smith
captain of the carthage greys the counsel
for the prisoners then appeared and called for

for witnesses on the part of the pris-
oners and expressed their wish to go into the
examination as soon as the witnesses could be
broughtbrou ht from nauvoo to carthage this was
objected to most vehemently by the opposite
counsel

took capy of order to bring prisoners
from jail for trial as follows
state of illinois
ancockhancockII county
to david bettisworth constable of said

county
you are herehareherebyby commanded to bring thehe

bodies of joseph smith and hyrum smith from
the jail of said countycountscount forthwith before me at
my office for an examination on the charge of
treason they having been committed for safe
keeping until trial could be had on such exam-
ination and the state nowrownow being reareadydy for
such examination

given under my hand and seal this 26 day
of june 1844IM

signed R F SMITH J P 11 LS
made a copy of the list of witnesses
C L higbee 0 C Sjskinnerinner thos

sharp sylvesterivesterlvester emmonsemmona and thos morrisonMorrisonrigon
appearedappeared as coucounsel for thtb eState

the writ was returned endorsed served on
june which was false

mr wood said they were commitcommittedtedfed to jail
without any examination whatever

mr reid urged a continuance of the case
till the witnesses could be obtained from nau-
voo for the defence

4241 pm mr skinner suggested that the
ccurturt adjourn until 12 ocloocio0 tomorrowto morrow

mr wood proposed that the court adjourn
until witnesswitnessescs could be got together or until
tomorrowto morrow at any time and again adjourn if
they are not ready without bringing the pris
boners into court

mr reid hoped no compulsory measures
would be made use of by the prosecution in
this enlightened country I1 I1

mr skinner if witnesses cannot be hadbad
after due diligence by the defence a continu-
ance will be granted

court said this writ was served yesterday
which was not the caseelse unless it could 1bee

served without the prisoners or their counscounselel
knowing it

on motion of counsel for the prisoners ex-
amination waswab postponed till tomorrowto morrow at 12

noon and subpoenas were granted to
get wUwitnessesnesses from nauvoo twenty miles dis-
tance whereupon the prisoners wwereere remanded
to prison with the following

state of lllaiiiiillinoisinnis
hancock county Ss

to the keeper of the jail of hancock county
illinois greeting

whereas josephjospph smith and hyrum smith
have been arrested and brought before me ro-
bert F smith a justice of the peace in and for
said county for examination on the charge of
treason against thetiie state of illinois and have
applied for a continuance which is granted un-
til the june 1844 at 12 in

these are therefore to command you to re-
ceive the said joseph smith and hyrum smith
into your custody in the jail of the county
there to remain until they are brought before
me forfori said examination according to law

given dermyun hand and seal this day
ofoJunejuhejune 1844 i 1 1 1

R F J P LS

returned to jail and joseph and hyr-
um were thrust into close confinement

patriarch john smith came from macedonia
to the jail to see hishia nephews joseph andind hyr-
um the road was throngedthron ged with robbersmobbers three
of them snapped their guns at him and he was
threatened by many others who recognized
himh im the guard at the jail refused him admit-
tance

joseph saw him through the prison window
and said to the guard let the oldoid gentleman
come in he is my uncle the guard replied
they did not care who the hell he was uncle to
he should not go in

joseph replied you will not hinder so old
and infirm a man as he is from comincoming inalin and
then said come in uncle on wwhichcb after
sesearchingarchin him closely the guard let him pass
into the jail where he remained about an hour
he asked joseph if he thought liehe should again
get out of the hands of his enemies when he
replied myaly brother hyrum thinks I1 shallshail
I1 wish you would tell the brethren in mace-
donia that they can see by this that it has nonott
been safe for me to visit them and tell almon
W babbitt I1 want him to commandcome and assist me
as an attorney at my expected trial tomorrowto morrowmatro
before cacaptaintain R FP smith y

father amithsmith then left the jaillail to convey this
messmessageafre to A IVW babbitt whonho was at mace-
donia I1

6 pm copied witnesses names and

dr bernhisel brought the folfoifollowinglowin
1 I would advise the jailerjaller to keep tietlethe

smith in the room in which I1 found them this
morning unless a closer confinement should be
clearly necessary to prevent an escape

THOMAS FORD
governor and commander in chiefchief 5

june
of pm received the following letter from

william clayton
nauvoo june 1844

dear president
iwhite this line to inform you that mr marsh

who lives down the river and of whom you
have had corn porkrk ac has sent word that if
you want any toilbailball hebe is ready for one to any
amount and further that he has got some corn
left which he wants you to have lest the mobmoh
get it we will endeavor to obtain it

they have already taken two loads but he
has charged them a dollar a bushel for it

the amaranth has justjuat landed at the foot
of mainalain street and unloaded hourflour
9593 for mr kimball and the balance for bry-
ant

captain singleton who came at the headbead of
the police this morningmorning is sending a request tot i
the governor to call them home liehe says he
finds no difficulties to settle here but there is
plenty to settle at home he furthermore says
that while the police were at carthage
they were treated as soldiers but since they
came to nauvoo they have been treated as
gentiegentlegentlemenmoumeu

the compacomparyryallryailyilall got home safe and well
last night

A messengert is about to start forthwith to
judge thomas

allailallisis peace inin nauvoo many threats keep
cacomingmin that the mob are determined to attack
the citcityy in your absence but we havehaie no fears

with fervency and true friendship I1 remain
yours eternally

W CLAYTON 5

this letterietter hassentwaswag sent from nauvoo by joel S
miles joseph instructed cahooncaboon to return to
nauvoo with all haste and fetch a number of
documents for the promised trial

25 min to 7 sent a message to counselor
woods tstio get subpoenas for samuel james
edward hunter and philip B lewis with
instructions to bringt with them the papers that
they carried to the governor at springfield and
which the governor hadbad not seen as he had
started for carthage before theythey arrived at
springfield

itoto 8 supper
8 pm counselors woods and reid called

with elder J P greene and said that the
governor and military officersoffrice rs had held a coun-
cil which had been called by the governor and
they decided that the governor and all the
troops should march to nauvoo at 8 to-
morrow except one company of about 50 men
in order to gratify the troops and return next
day the company of fifty men to be selected
by the governor from those of the troopstroop
whose fidelity be could most rely on to guard
the prisoners who should be left in carthage
jail and that their trial be deferred until sat-
urdayu the b

after the consultation the justice robert
F smith who was one of the officers in com-
mand altered the return of the subpoenas until
the this was done without consulting
either the prisoners or their counsel

about ai8-1 pm 1 patriarch john smith met
lawyer babbittsbabbitt and delivered the message
when babbitt replied you are too late I1 am
already engaged on the other side

9 pm Aless rs woods reid and greene re
to hamiltons hotel

91 elder john taylor prayed willard
richards john taylor john S fullmer ste-
phen markham and dan jones staid with
joseph and hyrum in ththetha front room

i duningduringdurla the evening ththee patriarch hyrum
smismithth read and commented upon extextracts fromi
the book of lormon ohon the imprisonments
andadd deliverance of thee servantse va otof god ferthformforu 1

gospelsos sake joseph bore a powerful testistesti-
monyin ony to the guards of the divine authenticity
of the book of mormon the restoration of the
gospel the administration ofdf angels andanaan that
the kingdom of god was again established
upon the earth for the sake of which he was
thenthin incarcerated in that prison and not be-
cause he had violated any law of god or
man

they retired to restreit late joseph and hyrum
occupied the only bedstead in the room while
their friends lay side by side on the mattressesmattras ses
on the floor dr richards sat up writing un-
til

n
his last candle left him in the dark the re-

port of a gun fired close by caused jojosepheph to
ariarlarise9 e leave the bed and lay himself oh the
floor having dan jones on his left and john
S fullmer on his right joseph laid out liishis
right arm and said to john S fullmer claplapclaylay
your head on my arm for a pillow brotherkrother
john and when all were quiet they conversed
in alow tone about the prospects of their de-
liverance joseph gave expression to several
presentimentspre sentiments that he hadbad to die and said 1 I
would like to see my family again and 1I
would to god that I1 Ccouldouid preach to the saints
in nauvoo once more fullmer tried to rally
his spirits saying liehe thought liehe would often
have that privilege when joseph thanked him
for the remarks and tgood ffeelingseerlings expressed to
him

soon after dr richards retired to the bed
which joseph had left and when all were ap
patentlyparent ly fast asleep joseph whispered to dan
jones are you afraid to dievadiedle dan said
has that time come think you engaged in

such a cause I1 do not think that death would
have many terrors josjosephh reprepliedlied you
willivill yet see wales and fufulfillfulfil1 thehe mission ap-
pointed you before you die

thursday 27 5 am john P greene andarid
wm IV phelps called at the jail on their
way to nauvoo

I1 I1

ZI51 am arose joseph requested dan jonesjonea
to descend and inquire of the guard the causa
of the intrusion in the nisnignight frank worrellWor redreU
the officer of the guard who is one of the car-
thage greys in a very bitter spirit saidsald avevveweare
have had too much trouble bobringto bring old joojoe
herehero to let him ever escape alive and unless
you want to die with himh m you had better leave
before sundown and you are not a damned bit
better than him for taking his part and
see that I1 can prophesy better than old joe
for neither he nor his brother dorany one who
will remain with them willaill see the sun set to-
day

joseph directed jones to gortogo to governor ford
and inform him what he had been told by thehe
officer of the guard while jones was going
to governor fords quarters he sasaw an assem-
blage of men and heard one of them who was
apparently a leader making a speech saying
that our troops will be disuisdischargedcharged this morn-
ing in obedience to orders and for a shamshim we
willwiil leavoleave the town but when the governor
and the mcdonoughMcDo noigh troopstroops have left for nau-
voo this fforenoonoreforenoonnoon we willwil return and kill those
men if we have to tear wbthe jail down 11 thia
sentiment was applauded by three cheers flomfrom
the crowd

capt jones went to the governor told himhint
wwhathathaihad occuroccurredredinin the night iNhwhatatthethe officer
of the guard had said and what liehe hidhad heardhedra
while coming to see him and earnestly solicit
ed him to avert the danger

his excellency replied you are unneces-
sarily alarmed for the safety of your friends
sirsar the people are not that cruel

irritated by such a remark jones urged thetha
necessity of placing better men to guguardaid theathem
than professed assassins and saidsald the
Alessdiessrs smith are american citizens and have
surrendered themselves to your excellency
upon your pledging your honor lor their safety
they are asoalso masteraster diaAlamasonssons and as I1
demand of you the protection of their lives

governor fords face turned pale and jones
remarked if you do not do this I1 have butwt
one more desire and that is if you leave their
lives in the hands of those men to be sacrificed

11 what is that sirbir liehe asked in a
hurried tone it is saidsaia Jones the
almighty will preserve my life to ia proper
time and place that I1 may testify that you
have been timely warned of their danger

jonesjonea then rereturned to the prisonorison but the
guard would not let him enter he again re-
turned to the hotel and found governor ford
standing in front of the mcdonough troops
who were in line ready to escort him to nau-
voo

the disbanded mob retired to the rear
shouting loudly that they were only ggoingI1 a
short distance out of town when they aouwouldid
return and kill old joe and hyrum as soon as
the governor was far enough out of town

jonesjonea called the attention of the governgovernor or
to the threats then made but he took no notice
of them although it was impossible for him to
avoid hearingbearing Uthemlemiem

jones then requested the governor to give
him passports for himself and friends to passpabs
in and out of the prison according to his pro-
mise made to the prisoners he refused to give
them but he told gengeni damingdoming to giveivelve one to
dr willard Richardrichards3 joseph smiths private
secretary

while obtaining this jones life was threat-
ened and chauncey L higbee said to him inin
the street we drare determined to killlall joejoa iadand
brunihrunihyrum and youjou badfiad better go atayaway to avoavesave
yourself 1l


