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UTAH'S STATEHOOD CLAIM.

It is the habit of the recidents of »
territory to rail at the territorial ays.
tem, This hahit is confined te no class,
Leing Indulged in by citizene general-
1y, irrespective of party or gonditlons,
The exceptions to the rule are those
who hold the Federal officea and those
who profii in some manner by the an-
omajousgovernment. Nor {a tbediacon.
tent restricted 1o a single territorg; It
embraces 8l the people of all the
dependencies. It was as voolferous In
Colorado o few yearsago as it fsin
A rizona today; It is no mors pronouns-
ed In Utah than in New Mexico, ex-
cept that o the former there are more
people, hence the proportionately
greater discontent.

The antagoniem asserts Itzeif with
the organization of the territory and
increases I iniensity with the years
and the growth of tbe population.
The complaints becowe iouder because
there are more people to complala.

I sometimes think tbat perhaps we
of the territories are so accustomed to
quarreling with the territorial system
that we do not stop to consider that
the originators of the scheme devised
what ig probably @8 wise and good 2
plan as ¢0 uld be arranged.

In our knowledge that the territorial
government i un-American in
principle and is openily and defiantly
unrepublican 1o practice, it may be
that we forget sll else and blind our
intelligence to the fact that the aim of
the founders of the system was human-
itarian and charitabie. Manifestly the
theory isthatduring the period of their
infancy, while they are lacking In
population snd wanting in the wealth
necessary to establish and carry on a
state government, the nation, as the
parent, guardian and protector, shall
nsplst the weak community, not with
its moral influence merely, but with
materinl aid; that it shall take under
its parentai care the few who are un-
able to stand alone, of to walk, provid-
ing them & government and paying
that proportion of the expenses which
the people tnemselves cannol ocon-
tribute without suffering deprivation
and hardship.

THEQORY AND PRACTICE,

This, I say, Is the theory, and would
undonbtedly be oftener tuken into no-
cobnt were it not that the praotice is
accompanied by se much oppression
and such utter disregard of the righta
of A merican citizens. Ae 8 rule our
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officiale are rent to us from distant
states, and it le rare that they are
chosen with reference to their fitnees
for the duties to be performed. They
are not acqualnted with our people, are
seldom in symputhy with them, and I
regret to say it, they sometimee pose
almost as the representatives of a
foreign power, acting as if they re-
garded themeelves as rulers and officials
sent to govern a eubject provioce. If
the people of the territories have lost
alght of one feature of the thenry of
our territorial system may it not
with equal truth be said tbat the
nation itself has forgotten, or at lemst
ignores, another and very lmportant
feature, which is tbat it was intended
the territorial govermment should he
temporary, continuing only uatil the
time when the conditions ate such as
to warrant the erectlon of the com-
munity into a stale? Can anybody
name & territory which was admitted
to tbe U'nion at that precise period?
Wili sumebody mention & state the
sole motive for admitting which to the
Union was tbeeknowledge by Qongress
that her peopie had become sufficiently
puwmerous aud wealthy enough to
malntali a stable goverument without
the aid of the natlon?

It this had been the rule some of the
territorles would have been states
long years before they were admitted,
and, mny | also say, that some of the
present states would yet be in the
cuondition of territorial serfdom?

But let me gpeak directly of my own
Territory of Utub. I am not golog to
quarrel with snybody because 1t was
pnot admitted a quarter ot a century
ago, when it possessed all tbe qualifica-
tions for statehood, nor am L going to
find fault because so many of her
neighbors and slster dependencies
have been taken into the Unlon, while
she, with more population, greater
wealth, as high culture and with =ae
much loyalty and patriotlam a8 the
best of them has been denied enfran-
chlrement.

UTAH SHOULD BE ADMITTED.

1 will shinply congratulate the neigh-
or und elater dependencies. I do in-
fst nmow, bowever, that Utah should
be admitted. It has been urged s an
excuse for Jdenying emancipation to
Utab that ¢:riain objectionabie oon-
ditions existed in the Territory, which
must be changed as A condition prece-
dent toadmission to the Union. What
tho-e conditions were it i3 unnecesaory
for me todetail here beyond eaying they

referred to the praculce of polygamy by
a portion of the people, and to the al-
leged, domination of the State by &
church, the members of which em-
brace a latge percentage of the popu-
lation.

Whether or not those allegations
were well founded is not s matter for
present discuseion. It is sufficient to
assert, which I do with emphasis, that
however much truth there may have
been in the cry in times gone by, tbere
is abaolutely nothing in it today, nor
has there been anything in it for fully
thres years. For some time previous
to 1890 polygamous marriages had be.
come less and less frequent, uod in the
year named the Mormon Church, In
the most splemn and effective munner
possible, declared against furtber plural
marriages, How sincers and honeat
they werein that declaration is dem-
onstrated by the recordsof the federal
couris in the Territory, which do not
show the indictment of n single Mor-
mon for contracting a plural marriage
within the perlod:

No CHURCH IN POLITICA.

Ae to tbe other charge that tbe
Chureh controls in politics, and the
Territory is therefore under an un-
American rule as to iocal affaire, I
asapme that the public is reasonably
tamillar with the emphbatiodenials of
tbe Cbuvch authorities that they have
the right or the desire to dictate in
politlice, and also with our recent
election oampaigne and party contesta.
I may, however, with propriety refer
to the election last November for
Delegate to Congress. On one tichet
(the Democratic) was the name of a
well known aod influential genlile,
whilio the Republioun aspirant to the
delegate’s pmeal was not only a
Mormon, but the son of s proml-
nent official of the !. urch, The con-
ventions were composed of both ciasaes
0! citizene—if we mny be allowed to
divide people into religious classes
when talking of politice. The ocam-
paign was moet splirited, prominent
Mormons and Jeading gentiles being
arrayed on elther pide,and when the
voies were canvassed It was found
that the gentile had been elecied, und
of course, iargely by Mormon votes.

I claim, an<d am gecon'led and sup-
ported §n this by all the Intelligent,
unprejydiced people In the Territory,
Fhat the demons!ration of A merican-
iem in Utah bas been full aod com.
plete, and should be accepted ns satie-
factory by Congress and the nation.



