744

THE DESERET WEEXLY.

name, 8o lhat the Elders in
their misslon of peace and sal¥ation
might have been on the lovkout for
him. He would thus have insored
himself sgainst any trespassing on hie
hospitality, for with such =as he, the
the matter of congeniality is by no
means one-sided. Moreover, while the
Gospel of salvatlon l# free to ajl man-
kind, there is peither injunction nor
inclination to forge it upon any who do
not want it. [n this latier view of the
case, how would it do to commend to
“Beulah Citizep?’ one Interesting fea-
ture ot the Mormon creed., The Elders
he refers to are no doubt obrerving it} it
would be good for him. ftisin blunt,
plaln English: “Mind your own busi-
ness,??

RELIGIOUS FANATICS.

Itis strapge that people who sepm
poseeseed of ordinary good eense in the
every day allairg of life often are led
away by a religlous movement which
has in it neither fogic nor prudence.
Another jnstance of this pecu-

Har kind of work is agitating
a section of Californie, A stranger
has presented himeelf in the vioinity
of Fresno, announcing himself as the
Megeiab. He says he has been placed
above Bt. Peter and hereafter willstand
at heaven’s gate, welcoming the
righteous to glory and sending the
wicked lo everlasting fire. He has
succeeded In collecting s considerable
band of disciples, some of tbe men
ahandonlong their farme, and women
neglecting their children to follow
him. One woman, Mrs. William
Welsh, was sent to the Btockton asy-
lum this week as & reauit of his
harangues. Bhe auended his meet-
Ings and was so carrtied away by his
remarke {hat she tore off her clothing
and ran from hcuse to house oryiny
tbat she wae making stralght the path
for the coming of the Messiah,

The people in the loeslity who do
not like the siranger’s preaching are
giving him additional notoriety by
active opposition outelde of legal
methods, On one oocasion this week a
committes of citizens walted on him
and gave him thirty minutes to leave
the lown, under threat of denth. He
moved to & neighboriog settlement.
He claims that he can work miracles,
heal the sick, cure the blind and raise
the dead if he wants to, but says he
does not want to do it. He claims no
name, no church, no family, no na-
tlon. He says that (Christ fulfilled the
Old Testament apd he will‘now fulfill
the New Testament.

There is a practical side to the
work of this new pretender., He
lives on the contributions of his
followers, and is colleoting all
the money he can get. 'To those
who dobate liberally he promises

special blessings tn heaven, whigh in
his tesgchings at leaet are purchaseable
with the riches of men. Of course the
“money be collects §a 10 be used tor a
great divine purpose, and it is quite
Iikely that ji he 1s uilowed to go ona
iittle longer it will develop that thiy
especial purpose is to accumulate a
poug fortune for his private bepefit,

1f in a country where there s s0
mugch pretense ol preaching (Christian-
ity the people wers taugbt the prinet-
ple of testing dootrines and religious

teachers which was promulgated by
the Lord and His Apostles in an-
cient timee, there would be less
danger of any being led astray
either by designing men or fanatios.
Buf perhaps if the people were taught
to apply that test it would throw =
goou many preachers out of s job. 88 it
wouid exhibit them in their true posi-
tion. The rule laid down anciently
for the guidance of the people was that
those only who abode in the doctrine
of Christ were to be received; and “if
(any come Unto you and bring not that
doctrine, receive him not into your
houses neither hid him Godspeed, for
he that hiddeth him Godspeed is par-
taker of his evii deede;’® also that the
divinity of tbe doctrine itself was to be
proven, for those who do the will of the
Father were protnised that on doing
20 they should **know of the dootrine,
whether it be of God.’’ When a
doctrine is thus calmly tested hy the
scriptures and the testimony referred
to, the poeition of {hose who advocate
it Is not difficult to determine.

THE PULLMAN STRIKE,

The strike of the Pullman employes,
more than any other, indicates the die-
tarbed condition of the business of the

conntry. It has always been under-
gtood that the community of which
the palace car builders s composed
is ip every respect all but a modsl of
perfection, the laborers being well paid
andj provided with facilities for educa-
tion, amusements, recreation and all
that goes to  create happiness
and content. The Puallman work-
men, imoreover, being a highly
respected clase  of men, one
would suppose, all the cirocumstances
coneridered, that they would he the
very laat to iay down their tools in
order to enforce their demandyeg,

1t appears that the compsny some
time agu announced a eut In the wages
of 83 I-3 per cent. The employes
claim that they found it impossible to
live on the reduced wages, especially
alnce the employers did not at the same
time reduce the rents they have to

pay. The company claim that the
ont was necessary becanse Lthey
had heen dJdoing business at a

loss, taking ocontracts at unprofitable
figurer, so as to be able to provide the
men work and some weges, They
offered to show their books lo & com-
mitiee of workingmen to prove this as-
seriion, but these refused the offer,
thinking that the talk of loss was
merely a bluff and that a strike would
bring the company to terme,

For the aake of the men themasaelves
it ia to be regretted that they did not
examine the booke when the ofter was
made. If the statements be true,
that the  buslness has wveen con-
ducted at & lose, to save the men from
idleness and eansequent suflerings, no
strike can avail, inasmuch ss no em-
pioyer oan for any length of time
afford to pay out in wages more than
be actually earps, A strike uuder
such circumstances is evidence ol in-
gratitude [lIkely to harden the beart of
the most benevolent and result in no
good to those engaged thereln.

It is true that the Pullman com-
pany lately, according to ac-
cvants published, paid a dividend

of two per cent to lhe stockbolders, and

this seems to contradict the statement
about the lose ingurred; but the divi-
dend might nave heen paid out of the
reserve furd instead of the earnmings
and 18 no proof of a rushing business,
Judging from the falling off in railroad
traffic all over ihe country, it is only
natural to amppose that the company is
content to suspend operations, glving
the men ail the time they may want
for rest with nothing to do.

A npoteworthy fact, suggested by
this sirike and others on at present,is
that they have been Jdeclared at a time
when thal mode of industrial warfare
would seem to he least expected.
Generally the men who direct labor
agitations sslect a time when business is
florishing and the employers have more
contracta than they can convenienily
fiil; being dependent, concequently, on
the industrious performance of the
duties devolving on their hands,
Thbese strikee are phenomenal be-
cause occurring at a time when
the depressed times render labor ex-
cuptionally cbeap,and when the em.
ployers would probahly prefer to oclose
up. The luborers must indeed stand
more united and be more conscious of
their combined strength than they
have ever Leen before,if they, notwiti-
standing this disadvantage, entertain
the hope of emerging victorions from g
struggle with oapital for the mainteg.
ance of higher wages,

THE TEMPERANCE MOYEMEST.

The lemperance societiee are mespt-
ing with gratifying success in securing
tbe endorsement of women to what ig
known as the Polyplot petition Lo gov-

ernmente. ‘This petition asks for
restriotive legislation regarding the
liquor traffic, and if its designe were

carrisd out the rum-selling business
would be very materially reduced in
its dimeneione, Dramshops and places
where pereons congregate to buy and
drink liguor would be placed under the
ban of the Jaw and theinfluence of
company at such places to lead
young men to the drinking habig
would be removed. Whelber the tem-
perance people can secure such g
triumph as this would bring them ig a
matter of doubt in the present state of
affairs, but there is no question that
even under the most adverse circum-
stances which can be plctured today,
their efforts oan be productive of a vasg
amount of good.

‘The petition referred to has beep
girculated in the United States, (ireat
Britain, Australia, Belgium, India,
Chili, Denmark, Hoiland, Mexico,
South and East Africa, Mexico, Bul-
zaria, Canada, China, Hawaijan
Islands, figypt, Japan, Biam and
other places, and ia getill being cirgu-
Iated 10 new localities. TUpto the 16th
of the present month the report of the
npumber of signaturee of Women
was 1,025,570, In the list of
countries the United States lends
in endoreers of the movement,
followed by Great Britain, which
already records 350,000 elgnatures,
Besides this, the movement bae tne
endorsement of prominent religious
societies, ao that, taken altogether, the
temperance people have an immense
following in working out their plans,

In conpectlon with temperance
work at present s a diecusgion of the



