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STRUGGLING FOR CONTROL.

.The political etatus of the next Unit-
ed Btates Senate i8 a matter that is
attracting a great deal of attention and
causing considerable comment nowa-
duys, and the interest in the subject
inereases as the unceriaiaty becomes
more pronounced. It is a subject of
much more importance than some
people would ascribe to it, the mere
matter of political supremacy being
the smallest part of it. 1t seems,among
other things, that if the Republicans
retain controi of the upper house for
the next two or four years, the respon-
pibility for all legisiation which the
Republiczns conceded with something
amounting to giee to the Democrats
and wbieh the latter were willlag to
assume, would not exlst, and further-
more that the policy endorsed so strong-
ly by the people in the late election
could oot be carried out. Under any
circumstances the Republicans ecould
accomplish nothing of their own, nor
could the Democrats; it would be a
continuous see-saw with nothing sc-
complished but a string of com-
promises, whereby both and neither
would be accountable.

This is hardly what those who did
the voting expected and not exactly
what they ought to bave. If there is
any meaning at all in the ““voice of the
ballot,?? itls that the Republican policy
was disapproved and that of the Dem-
ocrats was to he givena trial. On the
face of the returns 1i seemed as though
this had been fully accompllshed.
Thera neyer was sich an avalan he in
time of peace as that which boure Mr.
Cleveland upon its crest to victory; at
the same time his party was given
mote than a two-thirds majority in the
House of Representatives, and it
seemed as 1f with the aid of the fusion
movement enough legislatnres of
states which have Republican senators
whose terme expire next March had
been captured to change the upper
house irom Iits present political bear-
Inge; these were New York, Wiscon-
sin, Calilornia, Kansas, Nebraska,
Montana, North Dakota and Wyo-
ming. The flrst two B8are secure
enougn and the third is reasonably so,
but these are not enough, making the
Benate stand Republicans 44, Demo-
orats (couniing Kyle, 8. D.) 43, and
People’s 1; In this count Btewart of
Nevada is classed with the Republi-
cans. It was not expected that Demo-
orats would be eleefed in the re-

majining stntee, excepting Mon-
tana and Wyoming, either one
of which would give them -cowm-

plete confrol with the aid of the
Vice-President’s casting vote; but if
they were all taken from the flspu b~
eans and given to the Populists it
would at least place the former lu the
minority without giving the Demo-
erats the ascendancy; in other words,
the opposition to Republicaniam would
rule al! along the line as the people
undoubtediy intended, without, as
was also expected, making the Damo-
erats exclusively responsible.

Al at once the Republicans reem to
have concluded that a slice off the loaf
is better than no bread at all, and to
that end are preparing to avail them-
gelves of the cbance seemingly beld
out to them of eleciing the senators in
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the four doubtful states, and great is
the indlgnstion in Demoeratic circles
thereat. A council of the elans was
heid recentiy and doubtiess the law
wili be cailed upon und exhausted to
avert the Republican plan, and all the
methode of the politician will be
brought to bear as well. In Wyo-
ming the Republicans have patterued
atter the Demoocrats in Montana
by "throwing out votes where to do
ap is to ochange the apparent
complexion of the legislature, In
Kunsas the gontrol hung upon the issue
1n one legislative district where the
vote wa§ a tie; this the Republican
canvassers propused to settle by lot, but
the oppusition would have pone of it,
aud the board went ahvad an. ilone,
the result being naturally, as the other
people would say, that the Repuvlican
gandidate was declared chosen. All
these cases wiil certaluly result in ¢on-
testa whichever way they may go, and
as the Senate is the sole judge of the
election and quaiitieation of its mem-
bers, it 18 easuy understood that the
party which Lins prima facia control on
thefourth of Mareh next wiil 1 ave
absplute comtrol therea.ter for two
years at least.

This is the way the gituation stands
at present. In both Montana and
Wyoming the eanvassing has been
deferrsd pending legal proceed ings,
the objectof the interruption in either
vase buluy to compei the oanvassers to
count aud certify up the vote as cast.
Tnls it done 10 both cases will make the
uext Senate Democratic—that party
gaining a senator from Wyoming and
the Ropublicans holding oo tothe one
they already have in Montana. Thers
ia no teliing, however, what the out-
ocvme may ve; if the Democrats can
prove all they claim to be ableto in
Mountana, they would sewm 1o bhave a
good enough case there; but the loms of
poth Montana and Wyoming woulu
setule the matter agzainst them 8o far as
separate control of the Benate 18 con-
oculned.

THE NEW SOUTH.

The new South is fairly bounding
along on the highway that leads to
prosperity and greatness; and with
politics as a disturblng tactor removed
for a time at least, that favored section
may be eXpected to take on Yet higher
honors and be the recipient of atill
greater rewards. Theindustrial status,
after being the subject of Years of
fruitless discord, is presty well seitled
now, the whites and blacks moving
alung together in concert and unity -
Formerly the work ln the cotton flields
was performed by the uegroes under &
duresa which they ocould Dot  es-
caps nor, lbhrough their humble
ongin, parrow lite and demnse ig-
DOranca, comptrehend; naturally
enough their idea on be,ng freed was
that freedom meant exempiion frofo
toil instead of greater tuil thap most ot
them had ever reailly experienced be-
fore, and their conception of the right
ot suftrage was too often looked upon
'y them as the right to *rule the
roost?? to the exclusion of their former
masters. Experience aided by auch
education ag they havebeen able Lo
noquire has effectually dissipated the
former delusion; and that instinet-in

man which malkes him sooner or later
yield to the inevitable has about won
the negro over from any desire or hope
he ever entertained as to the possibility
of *‘running vhings’? or any consider-
able part of them in Dixie land. Asa
result both races have drawn closer
together and each has some—and a
growing—regard for the other’s wel-
fare. This is as it ought to be and is
itself an eloquent exposition of the
cause of the wonderful and advanecing
prosperity of which we are advised.
We learn from the Baltimore Manu-
Jacturerg’ fLecord that the advance of
two and a haif cents per pound in the
price of cotton during the past nine
weeks means & gain to the southern

planters of §87,500,000 in the
actual cash  value of a slpo-
gle staple crop. The increasa in

the sugar crop of this season will give
{0 the Bouth $2,250,000 in bounty alone
more thanr was received laat year, The
rice crop of thisseason is the largest
ever grown tn the South. The 2,500,-
000 acres withdrawn from ecotton this
eason have been planted with food
crope, chlefly corn, thereby making the
South more solf-reliant and Increasing
the cash by keepiug it at home fustead
of sending it west for food. Bankers,
merchants, manufacturers, farmers and
the newspapers speak with one acocord
of the prosperity that not only awaits
the South, but already is present.
Confidence never was greater; business
conditions never were niore favorable.

Tae population of the South is by no
means crowded; five times as many
could obtain homes and flalds of em-
ploymen! without overdoing the thing
in the lemst. In Texaa ten times as
many as are there now could do finely
so far as room 18 concerned. It only,
therefore, remains for thinge to go
ahead as at present, and the future of
the Bouth will be a glowing theme for
those who live to see jt.

———— -

THE NICARAGUE CANAL.

From two points of view the con-
atruetlon of sn lsthmian ocanal is a
greatly needed work: the practical en-
forcement of the Monroe doctrine by
keeping Amerlcaunder A merican con-
trol, and the commercial consideration.
Elther would seem enough, but to-
gether they should be irresistible. The
question and perhaps the only question
in the way of the commencement and
rapid prosecution of the work to a suc-
cessful consummation is that of owner-
ship and control; shall the government
do the work and own the enterprise to
the exclusion of private capital, or
shall the latter do it and receive the
protection if not the support of the
former? That one or the octher or both
will bave to take up the scheme and
push It to a suceessiul conclusion is no
looger s matter of controversy; it ls a
presesing and an inevitable jssue.

The propoeed canal is deeigned to cut
& great cirouit out of eastern and west-
era navigation by making the straits
of Magellan no longer the shortest
route from the Atlantic to the Pacific
and vice versa; to that end a continu-
ous trench is to he constructed from a
point on the Caribbean coast nearly
east of the southern end of Liake Nicar-
agua and oconnecting with that bedy
as nearly a8 possible, gaining whieh,




