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I1 look upon this conference as one of the
most important in many respects that we
have ever had the privilege of participating
in for toatovmy vieww there are moremoro interest-
ing and important deveas connected with
the work of god at thetho present time than
have ever been developed before inirk our
history we are underundergoinggoin a great change
a greateat revolution is in progress incurin our
midst a revolution foreshadowedforeshadowerforeshadowed by the
predictions of both the ancient and modern
prophets but which yet have scarce-
ly been prepared for

nearly thirty seven years ago the prophet
joseph or rather the lord through him
gave revelationsreyereTelations upon the Ordeorderaof enoch
thosethosa revelations were taught to the peopeoplepIQ

in plainness so far as they went they
were simplesimpie and easily understood but
they bmembodiedbodied within themselves what
might have been termed new principlesprinciplesi
andada indicated a new course of action and a
new organization of society I1 say newnow
because they were newneav so far as this gener
atlon is concerned thethel principles taught
bby tthoseh0se revelationsv actions were as old as eternityyd th orderonderderboughtsought to be introduced by
their moemeansmearstoeansi wasyrea called the order 0afiochinanochinEn consequence of its having been

to and practiced by enochenochs and
through lisits practice hohe and his

I1prepared translation and as waneI1warewe adiniIV
the scripturesi1 tW were I1 en from 1196thetho eartharth

thoThtheeLord1 lo10 d lninspired the prophetphotphet
joseph smith totd once abremord
these principles unto the children of
men jj dutbutut as I1 hatebite mihnihaskedked 9 thetiie
people werevere notnote prepared toytovcarrycarcy ahthemam
out L they to some etextentent could
see landjandi and understand their beauty and
consistency but in the practical4 part they
were deficient As a leopla the latterlatten
day are ilkoliko theirtheli in many
respects ve arearo very progressive in the-
ory iutbut I1 our theories are far ahead of our
practicetibe the teachings of the eiderseldera turelare of
that character that yeasyears of practice onou the
partparti1 of the people is required before they
comecome up tp them in their everydayevery day life itlt
isis lowithso with mankind generally they can
comprehend the theory and realize
the importance of practically observ-
ingI1 cecertaintam principles long before they are
sufficiently advanced fo carry them out ineverydayevery day lifeilfe but we may say without
boasting that as a people we excel the
world in carrying out in our lives the prin-
ciples thatwe teach

chose principles to which I1 have been re-
ferring were received and admired by the
people but it required faith knowledge
anand experience to enable them to carry
ththemin out vorfor years they have temaxemaremainedined
iniii the book of doctrineDoctring and covenants to0
be readidaa by the curious or by those who hadia desire to search afteiey thiethe principles of lifeilfe
and salvation but not being a part olour
practice in our lives tthey11 ey havo been prac-
tically a dead ietterletter

it speak now generally orcooreoofcoursearse thenetherethenethere
havehaTo been exceptions in regard to this as
there have been with regard to the word
of wisdom ll11 there havohave been men andland
women who have endeavored to carryearry out
ahntheahw

iatterlatterlatteriatter strictly and truthfultruthfullylysoso far as
knowledge extended andapu so withthejhb principles contained in the revelationsrevelation5touching1 the order of enocheenochsenoch there

havehive doubtless been men in the church
who have lived in accordance with ththemthom

i
erh so

far as it was practicable under the circum-stances hutiut thealid entire people have not
carried them out but though thirty six ajorthirty seven years have elapsed sincethese principles were first revealed thetheyy
have nneverevereverdeenbeenneen lost sight of by the presi-
dent anda dehosethose associated with him ithas bbeenenh their aim from the day they
given until todayto day the ath ofpf april iyog1869
to bring the baturlatter day saints to such a
condition of union faith and knowledgethat they would receive these principles
and carry them out in thirtheir livesthe labors of the elders tctoi accomplishthis have been incessant they have ever
felt to impress them upon tha minds of thetho
saints but moremoremoro particularly within thelast iotisfour or five years it isig essentiallynecessarynecessary that we should receive themnow forfon uuponon the reception and proper
carrying out ofbf this order hinges the pros-
perity development and triumph of thekingdom of god on the earth and unlesswe as a deopI1a arrive at such a standard offaith and berfperfection as to practically carry
them out wo are assured onou the best ofauthority that we cannot be permitted togo back and build up the centre stake andtullyfully accomplish the redemption of zionthe consequences involved iniq not being
able to accomplish that are ffamiliar to theminds of those who are members ofodthethechurch of jesus christ especially if theyney
are old members one oforthethe grciagreatesttest
calamities that could be thought ofby usas a congregation or a church todayto day
would betobe to learn ffromrom the lord through
his servants that waw should not be per-
mitted to go back to build up the centrestake of zion the edict pronounced bythe prop et moses when he told israel thatnot oneon who habhadhad arriarziarrivedv

i

ed at the age oftwentyonesnoeneono years should ever enter thepromised land bad not a greater effectaponupon israelisraeli than the prohibition I1 havejust rereferred to would have upon the

latter day sainsaints we can realize thenethen
importancethethes of adopting and carryingn
outtieout the principles that will prepare us fforor
that greatgreat work

it is not to be expected that we shall at-
tain toperfection in the carryingcarrying out of such
principlessciples at once that is not the way wwe0nyehavehavo progressed in the past our progress
has been gradual it has been from princi-
ple to principle from knowledge to know-
ledgeled 0onooneno step after another until we havefremedreached the point for which we have aimed
and so it wwal be with the principles per-
taining to the order of enoch we shall
take step after step progressing from one
point to another until we have reached the
boint that god our heavenly father has i

designedresigned us to attain to
when we look abroad among the nations

of the earth we see a great many evils in
exexistence evils that have existed for many
centuries in fact they have existed from
the earliest ages of which wo have any ac-
count until the prespresenteiltelit time in every na-
tion and amongabong all people our owno wn na-
tion isais a case in point when the founda-
tions of the government were laid and
liberty proclaimed throughthroughoutout the length
and breadthb beadth of the landlaud it was anticipated
that this nation would grow to a pitch of
glory and attain to a i greatness and power
thatusthat nat other nation on04 the face of the earth i

had ever attained everything was favor-
able to this a free government had been
established a continent of almost illimit-
able cextent s ead itself before thetho people
and all that was necenecessaryary to develop its
bounbonnbounteumuless resources I1 was population anuatiarld
inindustry on the pantpart of on

i dutput littleirtle over ninety rearsyears have elaeiaelapsedased
rincepince the foundationsfoundation af0 mirour governmentgovernment
were laid andanand in afithatk timeilme wewg haveahavehavo grown
to be a great IQpeopleopleopie but thatatiat which hashag
been enacted iniri ather tiplipnations hasbas eifeilheenbeen rexe
enacted herohere thothe alls tha have flourished
so longiong in what is called thetho old world
havehavo been transplanted ifco0 I1ianlannd I1if
westernWesteriil meimer travel ththroughroligh the I1rairralai
states they aroara struck with the graitgreat I1 disdia

of classes that exist thereltheris thereothere
is an aristoaristocracycrady of wealth fast growing up
there and at the samesamosometimetime there iia another141

class in degradation and covertynovonnyverty raurouran
unable to obtain ththe0bagsblessingsings
of life thisWs is19 owinowing tlto various causes
the chief of which astis corree organi-
zation of society itatia9 so6 inn earotaro e anand in
asiafasiaasla and in fact wherever wealth
abounds

many men haab arisen from time to tinietirrie
mhdwhai harahava seen and deploreddep loredlorea these evils
and they have sought with all ahe wisdom
and knowledge they possessed to correct
them doubtless 3many of the latter day
sainted recollect an instance of this kind at
nauvoo affet thath saints evacuated that
placeace a cacommunityeunit of socialistss called

rians whose was leaderleadeneade mrr cabata t cameI1to settled tthereer therehere were
the houses gardens farms andorand orchardsas of
the latter day saints the country rasvaswas a
healthy one when compared with what it
was when first settled by the saints many
philanthropic men in france were interestinterest-
ed in this experimentaperament and were anxious to
livehave it succeede they forwarded their
means with considerable liberality to sus-
tain the settlement buttaut despite their ef-
forts and exertexertionsigns it fellfeil to pieces yet
the object they had in view wasnv 49 a good one
and thothe means theythoy used ivereyverewere effective so
far as they went butbutu there was a lacklcklek of
cohesive power in the system therecathere was a
backoflacklaek of union and a backoflacklaek of wiswisdomdorainin the
management ogothethe affailaffair they sought to
ameiamelameliorate the condition ofmankind and to
diffuse the blessings of life equally arangmong
the people so that hunger poverty and
wretchedness and the dreadful consequences
which follow in their train might be re-
moved from thetha midst of mankind andana a
better order of tthings established but
with all the advantages of which I1 have
spoken their attempt was a
the society waswaa broken up and todartodaytadartota daydar has
no existence PIs s

this is acaboa casocase in point with which many
of y u are familiar similar experiments
hakinhaving the sainosainesamasame ends in view narohavehavo beenbeell
tried atA otherothor places at various times butbulike results havehavo atteattended them

it has been seenseea by thinking men thatthai
there is something radically wrong in the
organizationnization of society in this respect but
ththeythoyordorp have not known how to remedy the
eevilsvlyIs it is so iniii the religious world rel-
igionists have to mourn and deplore the
divisions that exist amoneamongamong tthebe so callcalicalledad
followers of christ and reformers have
risen one after another endeavoring to
bring about greater uunionalonaion and to develop a
greater amount 0off loveiove but with what suc-
cess let the history of the various sects ofot
christendom answer theythoy are split up
into innumerable parties and the effort of
every reformer has only resulted in the in-
crease of religious sects hohe has been
unable and his inability bashas been confes-
sed by himselfP to unite thetho christian
world and bring about that oneness which
characterized the followers of christ
in the earlybarix days of christianity it re-
quired the lord our god to stretch forth
his armhrin to abrl g this to pass it required
the revelation of the gospel in its purity
from the heavens it required the restora-
tion of the holy priesthood to the earth in
the plentitude of its power to bring it
about and as soon as the priesthood was
restored as soon as the gospel was given
again in purity to man and the church otor
christ was dagainain organized then the ob-
ject 11norforor whichg these retrevformersreformers labored in
vainrain began to be accomplished aneonenessness I1
began to prevailprevalletall union beganbegan to naninestfest

itself love was diffdiffusedusedased the holy ghost
was bestowed its gifts were enjoyed and
men anandd women from various nations and
fronifront thetho midst of various churches were
gathered together in one as we are here
todayto day it required thothe wisdom power
and spirit of the almighty to restore this
condition of things for which many men
had so longiongionlon labored in vain

and so it iala in relation to the social or-
ganization of society it requires the wis-
dom of almighty god to correct the evils
under which mankind groan men may
labor and devise schemes expend means
and do all that is possible for human be
ings not directed by the spirit and power
of god to do and after they have done it
all they are compelled to confess that they
are weak and fallible and incapable of ac-
complishingcomcomplishing that vwhichch they have aimed
at but with god to aid them with his
wisdom to guide and his spirit to direct
and his blessings to smile upon them they
canin accomplish all that is necessary to re-
deem and savosave the human family both in a
gphysicalitY and spiritual point of view god
hasas chosen his people the latter day
saints to solve these knotty problems that
have troubled the brains and affected the
childchildrenreilrell of men for so many centuries

the lord has saidsald that ifye are not equal
in earthly things yeyo cannot be in obtaining
heavenly things hahe has revealed a plan
by which this equality can be brought
about yet he doesdoea not design to makmakeo
us of equalactavehightlit he does not design that

i wewa shoulashould allali havehavo the sama colored halhai or
eyes prgr that we should be of ththe samesamo sta-
ture or that iressiriss exactly aikaafke
thisThiaJanotjenot the meaningsmhd wordwora equallalmoti ity asitagitit is used in the revelation but iit
meansmeang to havebave an equaloqual claim on thetho bless-
ings ofpurput romHoAheavenlyvenly etherZ

on the pro-
pertiesperpenties of thetho lords treatroa ulrytury and the in-
fluencesfluences and gifts ofhis holy spirit this
isje the equality meant 14in he revelationsactions
anclanilana unil1

I we attain to thisthia qequalityalitykity we can
not be equal in spiritual I1thingsttiings anaadneananeekljaI1J
blessingsblessing I1

godgoa cannotcan not be bestowed up
I1

US until we this as thuythey otherwiseL esq
would Asav da people wewo arearc expecting thi
day jesus will descend ur the
clouds ofheaven but before this day commercorner
we must be prepared to receive him tha
organizationJ otof that exists in thathe
llolimheavensvens must exist on the earth the samasame
condition of society so farfanfarasas it asis applica-
ble to mortal beings must exist here and
dorfor this purpose godgoa has repealedreyealed thin
order for thisthia purpose he is bringing us
into our present conditiconditionolfoli

A great many of the latter day saintssainta
scarcely Cunderstandstana ththeC pepersistencytencyteney with
which the presidency of the church hasibasi
labored to about the oneness of the
veoila in temporal things and thisthiv cocot
penaoperativeperative movement is an important step
in this direction and is designed to prepare
them for the ushering in of this order to
which I1 ayeaveayo hbenbeen alluding it has already
prodproducedgeed greater union and it will produce
still greatergreaten union than anything that has
been witnessed among us andancla if becwe carrycarnyirry
it out in thethespiritcirit in which it hashag been
taught to us it will produce immense re-
sults thefordThthe lordeLord will blessbiess us he willwin in-
crease our means and pour into the laps of
this people everything necessary for their
greatness in thetho earth for be it known
unto you and to allalih people that god designs
to makomake of thetha latter day saints the head
he intends to place in theltheir hands and
koddingkping the wealth of the world bubuebebe
fate biesblessingsingA of this description can belye
poured uponapoi nsas wowe must be prepared to
receive and use them aright suppose
these things were to be poured upon us in
our present condition what would be the
result liveryevery one can answer this question
for himself each one knows his or her
own heart and the feelings by which it is
animated we know that if the whole peo-
ple were to be made rich it would boanbeanbe an
exceedingly difficult matter to control
them I1 even with the little means we have
todayto day it is one of the most difficult ththingsings
to control the people in regard to the dispo-
sition and correct use of that means

inirv a revelation givenoveil on this subject in
the yyeanyeareanear 1834 the lord aasaysys
I1 stretched yutjut theheavens and
built the earth as a very handyworkand all
things therein are mineanamine and itisit is my purpose
to provide for my saints for all things are
mine bulbutbetitit must needs be done in mine
own behold this is the way that 1I
the lordlot have decreed to provide for my
saints that the poor shall be exalted in that
the richarerichareane made low for theearth is fullandfullfuli and
therothere is enough and to spare yea I1 pre-
pared all ththings and have given unto the
children of men to be agents unto them-
selves therefore ifany man shall take of the
abundance which I1 have made and impart
not his portion according to the law of inmy
gospel unto the poor and the needy he shallshailhahlhabl
with the wicked lift up hishia eyes in hell
beingbelm1 in torment 12

in another revelation on the same subject
given in 1832 the lord says

for zion must increase in beau-
ty and in holiness her borders must
be enlarged her stakes must be astrenstrength-
ened

h
yea verily I1 say unto youyon zion

must arise and put on her beautiful gar-
ments therefore I1 ggive1ivelve unto you this com-
mandmentmandrmandmentnent that yeyo bind yourselves by this
covenantcol01w and it shall be done according to
ththetho0 laws of the lord beholdsbehold here is wis-
dom also in me foilyour good and youyon are
to be equadorequalor anotherin other words you are
equal claims on the properties for the ben-
efit of managing the concerns of your
stewardship every man according to his

wants and hishia as his wants
are just and all this for the benefit of the
church of the living god that every man
may improve upon hisbis talent and everyayery
man may gain other talents yea even an
hundredfold to be cast into the lords store-
house to become the commoncoincon property of
the wholewhole church every man seeking the
interest of his neighbor and doing all
things with an eye single to the glory of
god

this order I1 have alpainappointedted to be an ever-
lasting order unto you and unto your suc-
cessorscessors inasmuch as you sin not and the
soul that sins against thithiss covenant and
hardeneth his heart against it shall be dealt
with according to the laws of my church
and shall be delivered over to the
of satan until the day of redemption

while I1 am reading I1 will read another
extract that you may get the idea more
fully in your mind after speakingking pathef thetho
treasury that shall be appointed in which
shall be preserved the sacred things in the
treasury for sacred and holy purposeses
which shall be called the treasury of theiho
lord the lord continues

and aoagainainaln there shall be another trea-
surypreparedprepareprepared3 and a treasurer appointed to
keep the treasury and a seaseal shall bepbe placedlacedlacea
upon it and all monies that you receive in
your stewardshipssteward ships by improving upon the
properties which lavehavehave you
in houses or in lands or in cattle I1 or inirr all
things save it be the holy and sacrsacreded writ-
ings which ohavo resereservedived unto myself for
holy and sacred purposes shall be cast in-
to the treasury as fast as youyon recenereceive the
monies by hundreds or by fifties or vyby
twenties orori by tens or by fives or in oth-
er

oth-
or words if any manmani among you obtain
nivefive talents letietlet him cast them intointa thefhe

t treasury or ifhe obtain tenteutenorderjet twenty or
niftyfifty or an hundred letlot him do likewise
and lennot ailyally manban
his ownown for it shall not be called eisnor any
part of iland therethene shall botany part of
used out of the
voice and common consent ofof the order
and this shall be the voled and common
consent of the orderonder that any man among
you say unto the frehtreasurersurer I1 have
need of this to helpheiphelemehlomienio in my stewardship

i if it be five talents or if it be ten talents or
twenty or fifty or an hundred tho treasurer
shall give unto him the sum which he re-

i quires to helpheip him in his stewardship an-
til heiher be found a transgressorand it is man
idest before the council of the order plainly
that he is an unfaithful and an unwise stew-
ard

stow-
ard but so long as he is in full fellowship
and is faithful and wise in his steward-
shipsh1p ththis1s sshallshailhal1 bee his token unto the treasu-
rer that the treasurer shall not withhold 11

from these extracts which I1 havohave
read gayourin your hearingheating you can form an idea
of the order which god ourout heavenly
father intends to establish among us as
soon as 0weo arearo willinwilling to enter upon it it
is not the design of aadgod that wowe should fall
a prey to the evils that have existed and
that have worked out such misery and ruin
among other people it is gods design to
save and redeem usas from the evils that
othersothera have enduredendond ared it has been frequent-
ly remarked to me by men not of our faithfait
when conversing upon our principles ananda
the success which has attended their pro-
clamationcla dd mrur cannon as long as the
latter day saints are poor you will do very
well asasionglong as you are persecutedyouyon will
stand but you will be like other people
when wealth increases in your midst
ghenwhen you grow up into classes and some
are wealthy and some are poor and your v

church becomes popular you willbewill be very
likely to tall into the same evils anaand errors
that naehavehae characterized other churches
if god did not preside oerover this church
such expectations and predictions would
doubtless be fulfilled but god presides
itisit is his has provided reme-
dies for every one of these evils by which
the church can be preserved and by which
wealth can be increased in the midst of the
latter day saints and yet not workoutwork outont the
1injuriousnjurious rresultses that we see elsewhere
where it abounds god has provided a
way to prevent this andfind that waybayis is to bobe
found in the revelations that were given
unto us upwards cipf thirty six years ago
and we can read and understand them

well says one if such an order as this
youyon speak of be established will not the
careless andwid indolent enjoy a share in the
blessings of those who aroare indindustrious and
will it not weaken the hands of the ener-
getic not in thothe least the man who is
energetic and faithful will receive the
reward of his faithfulness if hohb has a
largearge surplus of means he has more to put
imointo the treasury to help to forward that
kingdom he loves and he is credited with
it in the day 0ofi the lord jesus we are
told liehe will say to him thou hastbast been
faithful over a few things I1 will make thee
ruler over many and such individuals
will receive a reward in proportion to their
faithfulness but if they hide up their
talent in a napkin and bury it in the
ground that which was given to them will
bobe taken from them they who use their
talents righteously and filthfaithfullyfully will havo
them increased but the unfaithful will bobe
deprived of that which he seems to have

this order will not have the effectemet that
some anticipate but it will be a blessing to
all who are engaged in it there will not
be any temptation to seek for wealth for the
sake of aggrandising ones self or to place
ones heart upon riches as there is now
this temptation will be removed I1 shall
be able to lo10loveioveve my neighbor why be-
cause ifI1 make off him in a trade
that whatever I1 make goes into the treMtreasurygurysury


