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THE D NEWS DeeDec TIx-xxLECTURE

On The Establishment andaud AbolAbol-Abol-
ishment

leh-ment
Abol--

lehmentl of the Primitive
Church

TheTte following lecture was recently
delivered by EIElderer James A Leishman
in the LoLoganan Temple iti-

TheThe subject now before us beinbeing one
of such vast importimportancece to the humanbuman
family and especially to thetile Elders otof
the Church ofot Jesus Christ of LattLatterLatter-Latt-er da-y r-rday Saints woo are called in these
days to preach the Gospel in its ful
ness hasbas Induced me to undertake a
task of noliO small proportions that of
tracing from the history of the pastRast
the establishment of metoe Christian
Church and its subsequent decadence
and ababolishment I do not do this
however without a fulltull recognition of
the fact that many of the Elders of the
Church havebave written uponupenup n this subject
who have elucidated many events anaananII
incidents connected with it and in this
connection I do nonoo wish noror hope to
transcend the efforts that have been
put forth cor to eclipse the light that
has been thrown upon this alltant subject To an intelligentent mind
there is no subject of more

VITALYIT-L INTEREST I

than this nor around which cluster so
many serious consequences to manman-man-
kind

man-
kindkind namely that they should be in
possession of a tlti ue valid and divingivin
relireligionion

When it is taktakenm into account that
man is a moral intelligentent and respon-
sible

respon-
sible

respon-
siblesible being and that his whole organorgan-ororgan-
ism

organ-
ism Ian-II

ism is adapted to and after
the supernatural and divine life with
eternaleterno felicitfelicity it is obvious that the
method employed to attain these
things should be of such a character
as will enable him to obtain them It
appears reasonable that an end so de-dede-
sirable

dede-
sirable asay eternal felicity should be
predicated upon certain unalterable
conditions inasmuch as the desire of
the human heart has been presumably
the same in all agesaes The physical
mental spiritual and intellectual caca-
pacities

ca-caca-
pacities

ca-
pacities of the racerac are ole of
the same impressions the same ad-adad-
vancement

ad-
vancement

adad-
vancement the jameame Progression and
elevation towarss's the spiritual andaDd di-didi-

vine
di-

vine
didi-

vinevine life notwithstanding the counter
fact that mankindmankina havebave not made the
same advancement in somesome periods
that they have in others This has nutnot
beeRbeen due to their want of susceptibili-
tyty in that direction but rather to the
perversity otof their nature based upon
the free agency which is innate in all
mankind From these deductions it is
evident that the otieobeone thing so greatly toto-
be

to-
be

to-
bebe desired namely

ETERNAL LIFELIRE
would be predicated upon the same
conditions which operate inexorably
throughoutDout the ages of mankind That
the attainment ofof the same blessing so
devoutly wished fortor cancau only be
achieved by one invariable method
appeappearsrs reasonable and consistent
From thetile best authority tote be found
which is the sacred writings of hely
and inspired men who have written
and spoken in thetile ddifferent aageses of tilethe
world and whose words live and apap-
pearpear like lIVIDliving fire up innn the pages of
history the truth of which Is attested
by their own weight inform us that

t- hat
God created the heavens and the earthearth
and placed man upon it for specific
purposes

He was placed upon his own agency
in tiletheiti Garden of Eden andaad put underunder-
a futa commandment notBot to eat 0ofof a certain
tree in the garden Upon the violation
of that commandment certain resultsresult
were to follow among which was auan
alienation fromfrem the presence of God
until a perfect reparation could be
made sufficient to satisfy divindivingdivine jus-jusjus-
tice

jusjus-
ticeticetics Adam havinhaving become a fallenbollen
being was unable to make amends furfor
his transgression It then became
necessaryary that a Savior be furnished
for himbim who was competent to make a

letetete atonementatonement for the lawaw that
bp d tr set esQ'ss the OnlyJp of the Father ryasfis the perper-per-

OsonsogO who took upon Himselfself the taskask
HenceJence laiq viewvi w 0of thethe

PROMISE OPOF ATONEMENT

that was to be effected in the meridian
of time thetile Gospel of Jesus Christ
was the only plan of ssalvation given to
mankind in the beginning Many re-rere-
ceived

re-
ceived

rere-
ceived it believing in all googood faith
tthatat the redemption of man would be
wrought out by Jesus as promised byby-

the
by-

the
by-

thethe Father Thus the law of God im-imem-
braced

emem-
bracedbraced in the Gospel with its ordi-
nances

ordi-
nances

ordi-
nancesnances gifts and blessings based upon
the atonement in the then future waswas-
as

was-
as

was-
asas efficacious to the creature as it could
possibly be afteralter the facttact of Its accom-
plishment

accom-
plishment

accom-
plishment

For various reasons that cannot be
tJmentioned here although sufficient of
themselves the Gospel was not per
matted to remain among mankind concon-con-
tinuously

con-
tinuously

concon-
tinuously from Adam to ChrIst
Throughout the Mosaic dispensation
which lasted nearly 1500 years the
law given to the Israelites was in a
large measure symbolical carrying
with it the of the atoneatone-atone-
ment

atone-
ment

atone-
mentment that was propromised by the Father
through JesusJeslis Christ The Jews had
sadly departed from the spirit and
genius of the MMosaic law in its collectcollect-collect-
ive

collect-
iveivelye sense as well as in the essence
thereof forlor while litit can be stated
with truth that the dailydally sacrifice was
offered in token of the great sacrificeac
expected the Jews had lost sigsightt ofaf
the character of the Redeemer as por-porpor-
trayed

por-
trayed

porpor-
trayed by all the prophets They had
also lost the power and spirit of their
priesthood so much so that when the
Shiloh appeared among them they did
not recognizeza Him as the Son of God

1

nor the RedeemerRedeemer of the worldorld but
rejected Him and put him to death

WWhenhen the Savior appeared among
men

A PECULIAR CONDITION

of the political and rellreligiousious world
existed a knowledge of which to
some extent Is necessary in orderorder- toto-
cc the obstacles that stood
In tiethe way and thetoe that had
to be encountered by the Savior in ttoee
introductionaction ofot the Gospel The then
political world being under the jurIs-jurIsjuris-
diction

ju-risdiction ofot the UR wanman power whose
agaggressive rule audand conquest hadbad parpar-par
takenpartakenso largely of that harsh element
which so signalized it that throughouthout
Its vast domain the feeling of brotherbrother-
hoodhood was well nigh extinguished from
society The yoke that was imposed
upon the necks of the conquered nanat
lIOns and kingdoms by thetbdth Romans
laid heavily upon them a feeling of
unrest permeated this vast empire a
prevailing desiremoredesiremore or less existed
in10 the various provinces to throw oftoff
tilethe chains that bound themtoem ThisTills

I condition ofnf things requireded the concon-con-

I

d surveillance of theibe RomanHoman ar-arar-
mies

ar-
mies

arar-
miesmies to keep the conquered in subor-
dinationI n The political world at he
advent of the Savior although regardreregard-
eded as a peaceful period in comparison

I
soo much so that the Temple of
ianus in Rome was closed as an evi-evievi-
dence

evi-
dence

evievi-
dencedence that the Roman world was not
at war with any peopeoplele was due more
to the facttact that there were no other

of easy approach to make war
upon In no othotherr province more
than in the land of Palestine did a
feeling of uneasiness exist to extricate
itself from the RODanRoman power which

AGGRAVATED TUBTIlE SITUATION
in which the Savior found Himself
So gallinggallin had beenbe n the fetters of the
Jews Imposed by that power that in
their desire and hope for de-dede-
liverance

de-
liverance

dede-
liveranceliverance they had reasoned themthem-them-
selves

them-
selves

themthem-
selvesselves inintoinsoo the belief that when the
Messiah came He would deliver them
and place them in aposition to
a people they hahadhattI long been accus-
tomed

accus-
tomedtomed that of national Independence
It is easily to behe imagined how much
the Jews were disappointed at the ap-apap-
pearance

ap-
pearance

apap-
pearance of the Son of God who came
amoamong thornthem In a meek and lowlyJowly manman-man-
ner

man-
ner

manman-
nerner aoso that thus at the yveryry
of His work Helie found an insuperable
barrier to the hearts attit HisIlls countrycountry-country-
men

country-
men

country-
menmen TheTile relireligiouslous world totn savsay the
least was in no better condition The
Jews who were the only people then
known that a belief in the
true God in HeavenHeaven hadbad lostlootlo t the phspiritit
andnd geniusI us otof the faith of theirr fathers
were living under a strained Interpre-
tation

Interpre-
tation

interpre-
tationtation of the lawJaw andaud were devoid of
the vitality that signalized the adminadwin-admin-
istration

admin-
istration of MovesMosesMo cs audand many others
who succeeded him Inn shortshore they hadbad
apostatizedd from the real faith and
doctrine of thetae Mosaic dispensation
and as a people wetweree divided into

I conflicting sectssect otof Judaism
WRANGLING AND CONTENDING

with each other over the slsignification
and practice of the tawraw Suca were
the Hellenists a portion ofot the Jews
that badhad adopted thetile Greek language
and customs which bad been
about in and aftafterr the captivity In
Babylon as also the SadSad-Sad-
ducees S-ad ad-ad

ii Essences and others of the
Jewsregardingwhose schismatic views regardregard-regar-
d

regard--
inlOlling the law of Moses founded a dis-disdis-

I

dis-
cordant

disdis-
cordantI and unpropitious feelingf eling
among that people

I Respecting the religious status of
peoples with the Jews ititII will be safesate to state that allaU were

I heathen or pagan without any faith in
MMosesses and the prophets and were
practising the various forms of their
respective mythologies and few were
in a condition to comprehend andnd re-
ceive

re-rere-
ceive

rere-
ceive the sublime doctrine taught by
Jesus The pagan world was tossed
to and fro with the erratic vagaries of
its philosophers and absurdities of
the ggrossest kind were entertainentertainedd re-rere-
specting

rere-
specting thetub genii that presided over
thefhe destinies otof the multitudinous
affairs of their superstitious life

fromrom fforegoingreg in portrayalportrayal of the
ci Uit and religiouss worldWworld thenethen existing
the outlook at the advent of the sSa-SaSa-
vior

SaSa-
vior atthethevior was anythingmyth ng but promising for a
universal acceptance of the doctrines
of Christianity TheToe Savior began HisIlis
ministrytry when about 30 years ol01 age
by quietly discussing the objectt of HisHis-
mmmission and gradually
among the Jews those sublime truths
pertaining to the plan of redemption
that He was the Son of promprom-promisedShiloh thrusting upon their no-nono-
tice

no-
tice

nono-
ticetice many sayinsayingss of the prophets in
which they claimed to believe which
spoke of Him and upon one occasion
telling them to search the Scriptures
for In themthem-theythemthEY thought they had
eternal lifeme and these were they that
testified ofat Him

THISTHU BENIGN PRECEPTS
which He inculcated such as returnreturn-return-
inging good for loveloe their enemiesesto pray forlor those who despitefully used
them when smitten on the one cheek
to turn the other ifit askednaked forfo-rcoat they were to give theirI heir cloak also
were retardedregardedre by a people who had
been accustomed to exact an eye forfor-
an

for-
an

for-
anan eye anandil a tooth fortor a tooth as inint-
olerable

inin-
tolerabletolerable and that He was the Son of
God was looked upon as blasphemy

He continually encountered thejI clamschime of the learned and the RabbisRabbi's
I among the Jews who felt that the
teachingss of the Savior ifIt accepted
would supplant Judaism in alall its
forms andann work aA revolution inIn the
moral civil and religious world
Christ openly denounced the hypocrIsy
ofof the Jews and ddissected with uneruner-
ringring precision the absurd notionsnotion en-enenen-
tertainedned bby them respecting the In-Inin-
adequacy

inin-
adequacyadequacy ofof their system and the pue-puepue

of their claim to the
of the AlmiAlmighty

John the was the herald
and forerunner of previousprevious-
lypreviouslyannounced the appearance ofot the
Savior John was an important factor
in the introduction of Christianity forfor-
it

for-
it

for-
itit appears by the record that Christt
was baptized by him which event
notably establishes the facttact that Jesus
practiced the doctrines He taught by
subscribing to the same condition that
He asked others to comply with in
order to be savedRaved

It may be stated in this connection
that the official career andaad ministry
otof the Savior bebeganan after the date of
IllsHis baptism and the pouringout of
toethe Holy Spirit upon
afterwards He slowly gathered aroundaround-
Him

around-
Him

around-
HimHim faithful who believed
in His Divinity and mimiu eveneven-even-
tually

eveneven-
tually He chose

TWELVE APOSTLES
and organized His Church with every
necessary functionary to carryoncarry on the
work of evaevangelizationeliz upon the earth
and ththe unification of HisHis disciples
carefully teaching the apostles andana
elders and other principles
of the Gospel viz faith repentance
baptism and the laying uo-u of the

forf r the giftift of
the Holy Ghost He also taught then
the certainty of a hereafter etereter-eter-
nal

eter-
nalnalaal judgment and thetile resurrection
from the dead In short He taught
them the Gospel in itsits and
that the doctrines which He hadbad taught
them would be accompanied bvby a powpow-pow-
er

pow-
er

powpow-
erer that would attest their truth and
divinity The vituperation with which
ChristsChrist's doctrinesdoctrine were received by the
masses resulted in His crucifixion
and burial But on the third day He
rose again as He had declared He
would

The disaster that His followers
may well be Imagined when theytoey put
Him tutv death j and manymallY doubtless
ffeltlt that they ladhad embraced a system
that expired at the death of its founfoun-foun-
der

foun-founfoun-
der

foun-
derder But not so for ChristiChristlChrist after IllsHis
resurrection appeared to His immediImmedi-Immedi-
ate

immedi-
ate

immedi-
ateate friends aDt illsHis apostles and re-rere-
vived

re-
vived

rere-
vived and refreshed them and reafre-afreaff-
irmed

reaff-
irmedfirmed all He hadbad previously taught
them Helie ttarried with them forty days
durinduring which He imparted precious
Information to them respecting thethe-
w

the-
ww rk tuto be undertaken after His de-dede-
parture

de-
parture

dede-
parture AsAJ isi written of Him in EpaEph

chap 8118 11 Helie had led captivity
captive and gaveave gifts to men d To
someome lIeHe ggaveve to be apostles to some
to be prophets evangelists seventies
and elderseiders pastors priests tteachers
and deaconsdeacon forlor the work of the min-
istry

minmin-min-
istry

minmin-
istry and that all mimightht be Droughtbrought to-

A

toto-

AA UNITYU OF THE FAITH
ThusThug we have a happy elucidation of
tilethe organized Church of Christ as setset-
up

set-
up

set-
upup by Christ himself and when on the
eve ofot his ascension He commanded
His apostles o go to ailall thetile world anandi-chpreach His Gospel the signs thereof
would follow the believer namely the
gift of tongues the interpretation
thereof the gift of healing etc

Inthesummarizing Gospel of Christ
we discover that it contained everyevery-every-
thing

every-
thingthing necessary to the salvation of tee
creature What a sublime reflection
that in the midst of such perversity as
existed previousus toto- and during the
apostolIc age God in His mercy toto-
man

to-
man

to-
manman hadbad planted uponupon the earth
His Churchthethe relireligionlOn of the Lord
Jesus Christ that all would seek after
trimliim could findtind upon the earth men
that were authorized by Him to ad-adad-
minister

ad-
minister

adad-
ministerminister the ordinances of the Gospel
through which their sinsGins would be forferfe
giveniven and they could be brought unto

I suchauch relations with the Father as as-asas-
sured

asas-
sured them of their acceptance wIth
HimHigh

The transformation brought about
upon those who received the GospelGospel-t-
hethe parity and piety of their lives af-afaf-

terwards
af-

terwards
afaf-

terwards contrasted so markedly with
the wide-spreadwide perversity evereverywhere
around themthethem the influence and eexamexam-
ple

am-amam-
pIe

am-
piepIe otofo the Christian was a standing
rebuke to the wicked anandand evil doer
which aroused the Ire anand displeasure
of the unbelieverr

The preaching of the Gospel by the
apostles and elders in Jerusalem and
the other parts of the worlworld
they visited was met with

OPOPPOSITION ANDANS HOSTILITY
Indeed the early saints were everyevery-every-
where

every-
where

every-
wherewhere evil spokenen of Even after the
preaching ofof tthee Gospel at Pentecost
in Jerusalem it may be said that the
spirit of persecution against the saints
bebeganan to assume a virulence that bore I

fruit in afterfter time which marked that
era as one of the bloodiest intn the an-anan-
nals

anan-
nalsnals of time The results of the labors
of the apostles were the raising up of
churches in Jerusalem Alexandria
Eph Antioch Cesarea Corinth
Thessaly Rome and many other I

placesplaceR lain10 tthee organization of which
were to be ffoundund the true exemplifica-
tion

exemplifica-
tiontion of the Church of ChristCarist supersuper-super-
vised

super-
vised

super-
vised by a living priesthood A concon-concon-
gregationgregatongregaton of individuals when takentak
together formed the Church of Christ

a unique and particular or-oror-
ganization

oror-
ganizationatlon as before noted preaching
and practising the principles of the

the fruits of righteousrighteous-righteous-
ness

righteous-
nessness accompanied with all the gifts
andanet graces that ever adorned the

of Christ uuponn the earth It ieis
therefore beybeyondnd a doubt attested hy
thehytheeevidence of history which s

tbthatlt Christianity was
established byby Jesus Christ

The spread of Christianity in the
primprimitivet ve timestithes through the instru-
mentality

instru-
mentality

instru-
mentalitymentality ofbo the postles and others
notwithstanding the antagonism it en-enen-
countered

en-
countered

enen-
counteredcountered

wWASAS 80SOMEWHAT ASTOUNDING
when ththe nature Of the times is concon-con

as may be inferred by the
statement made in ttl e chapter of
the fifth book of TTitterstiettIel sIi Universal HisHis-His-
tory

to-ry Hia--
torytory as follows A thorough acac-
quaintance

Joc-Jocac-
quaintance with thetho history of the
world and the state of mankind at the
time of our SaviorsSavior's birthbuth has led the
wisest and most enlightened inquirers
to conclude that the Almighty having
designed to illuminate the world by a
revelation there was no period at
wwhich it was more certainly required
than fiat in which it was actually
sent II vv-

ItIt will now be in orderolder to trace the
causes that eventually led to the dis-disdis-
memberment

dis-
memberment

disdis-
memberment and finalfind overthrow of
the Church left in the custody of the
apostlesapostle and especially Peter the
chief of that body unto whom the
Savior once addressed himself
PeterPeter lovest thou me Peter an-
swerer

an-ananan-
swered YeaTea Lord Then FFeeded my
flockfiock
AlAboutOut thehe year 37 Stephen the

servant otofnt GodlinA following inin the lineline of
his duty preached the Gospel inia the
streets of JJerusalem andaad denounced
the JewsJaws that tooK part in tthee crucicrudi

of the Savior asai murderers and-
set

andand-
set

and-
setset forth that Christ was the Redeemer
antIand that though foully murdered upon
the crosscross rose from the dead and hadhad
ascended to the Father The enuncia-
tion

enuncia-
tion

enuncia-
tiontion of such doctrinedoctrin so aroused tilethe
passions of the chief rulers
dodand the that bee was taken
before them and tried for such in-inin-

fraction
in-

fraction
inin-

fractionfraction of the law as was construed
to be found in his utterances and was
gigivenven over to the populace who

STONED HIM TO DEATH
The various sects then existing al-alal-

though
alal-

thoughthough differing with each other in the
tenets of their faith and practice unitunit-unit-
ed

unit-
eded in their denunciations against the
doctrines of Christianity and while
the Greeks Romans and other nationnation-
alities embraced in the empire were
not believers in either Judaism or
Christianity they nevertheless enterenter-enter-
tained

enter-
tained

enter-
tained ideas imbibed from the
gies to which they belonged that were
in10 deadly opposition to thehe spirit and
teteachingschin s of thethe- Apostles But there
was one happy feature In the economy
of the Roman government that for a
Shorthort period after the Ascension sel ved
to the growing antipathy aagainst
tthee early Saints It was an established
custom in that government that inn all
the cOconquestsquests that were made the concon-c-on were allowed to retain
peculIar form of worship anand to fol-folfol-
low

fol-
low

folfol-
lowlow their customs and usages both
with respect to their religious and civil
affairs being ruled over Oy01 tilthosese ap-apap-
pointed

ap-
pointed

apap-
pointedpointed by the Roman senate

This custom t somesame extent re-rere-
strained

rere-
strainedstrained tilethe hostility that arose against
the early Saints but as will hebe shown
hereafter even that toleration which
existed in the government and amongamon
the various sects and schools ceasedcease
to exist when it was found that the
teachings of the Christians came di-didi-
rectly

didi-
rectly in contact with the pernicious
practices of Jew Gentile and Pagan
It will beba rememberedt that those who
became proselytes to10 the Christian
faith formerly belonged to the various
phases of Judaism and Paganism as
also some who belonged to tile varIOUS
schools of philosophy the la ter class
of individuals answering to that classthatarethat are now termed atheists It is
evident that from suchsuch-

AA HETEROGENEOUS SOURCE

those who had became converted
to the Gospel were more or less im-imim-
bued

imim-
bued with the errors of those systems
to which they were formerly attached
and it appears that many of such after
becoming members of ththe Church inin-
consequence

in-
consequence

in-
consequenceconsequence of the opposition rairaiseded
against them and the darkness that
prevailed gave wayYay to the current of
error existing and lost to a greatreat exex-
tent

ex-
tent

ex-
tenttent the spirit of the GospelGospe and
lapsed into those viewsv and errors
that they previously had given promise
o abandon And ththisS we read ofof

4 I-I tShose times that heresheresieses were introintro-
uc d amoamong thene chescshees requiring
11 piehe expostulationtp iqigin the power of
e le to r pt
ton consequence of the widespreaddeparture and thefoe intolerance that

sprung up against the Saints
the apostles spoke inin prophetic lan-
guage

lanlan-lan-
guage

lanlan-
guageguage of the falling away that was
portended in ththe introduction among

i
pagan ideasideas That they deplored the
signs of thetha times many of them de-dede-
clared

de-
clared

dede-
clared in unmistakable terms as is
recorded in 2 Thessa 2 chap v
IIFor the mystery of thetile iniquity doth
already work or in other words the

of were be-bebe-
coming

be-
coming

bebe-
comingcoming more and more apparent iniliin-
many

in-
manymany of the churches WhenWhen these
things are taken into account in concon-con-
nection

con-
nection with the persecution that arose
against the church commencing with
the infamous act otof Nero

THE MONSTER IN HUMAN FORM
having become stained with every vice
and atrocity known to arrived
at a point of diabolism which was

by the animus that hIs
foul deeds had aroused In the minds
of the populace against him and
seizing upon a frenzy of prejudice
instigated by tthee resideresidentt Jews against
the Christians in and around
conceived the idideaa of setting the great
city on fire andantt at onceoace spread the
alarm that the Christians were the In

This foul strategy had the
effect of distracting th attention of the
people from Nero which was turned

vindictive vengeancevengeance against thethe
innocent of whom
were arrestedt upon this trumped up
abarge and as fire was the alleged
crime fire was the itt The
result was the burning of many studssouls

1 whose tarred and pitched clothing

7prepared by the officials lighted up the
gardens elfOf RomeBorne to the amuseamuse-amuse-

ment
amuse-

ment
amuse-

mentment otof Nero his and
debased populacee of RomeDome This w t
the first ofaf ten systematic persecutionspersEInaugurated by thistaia vilevUe government
note of which will be made in their
proper order as we proceed

It is but natural to suppose that a
persecution so80 violent as thetile one Just
mentionmentionedd resulting In the martyrmartyr-martyr-
doms

martyr-
doms

martyr-
domsdoms of the Apostles Peter andaad PaulyPaul
which event occurred in the year 66
worked detrimentally to the cause otof
Christianity Doubtless the Jews and
Pagan philosophers were highly elated
at the reverses the Roman government
hadbad brought upon the church and en-enen-
couraged

en-
couraged by this misfortune they be-bebe-

came
be-

came
bebe-

camecame more embittered against the earear-ear-
ly

ear-
ly

earear-
lyly Saints and more tenacious of theirtheir-

ly
religious views Their assiduousassiduous-assiduous-

lyly misrepresented the Christians toto-
Wle

to-
WieWie to the government
of Rome

AS BEING DISLOYAL

and attached to one Jesus whom
Pilate bad punishedi capitally Such
infamous insinuationsinsinuation gave rise to
many cruelties and theth popular
clamor incited theJibe secular armn of tilethe
government in various parts of the
empire to punish and murder the
early Saints and harrassbarrass and annoyanDoy
them in various ways with the hope
to deplete their ranks

The following will amplify the situa-situasitua-
tion

situasitua-
tiontion to which we refer taken from the
littb chap of BoosBoolBook one Mosheim's
HIstory TheuThe Jews
who lived out of Palestine in thethe-
Roman

the-
Roman

the-
RomanRoman provinces aiddid not yield to
those of Jerusalem in point of cruelty
to the Innocent disciples ofot Christ We
learn from the Acts of the Apostles
andaDd other records of unquestion-
able

unquestion-
able

unquestion-
ableable authority that they spared the
laborer but zealously seized every
occasion of animating the magistrate
against the Christians and instigating
the multitude to demand their de-dede-
struction

de-
struction

dede-
struction

The High Priest of the nation andaDd
the Jews who dwelt in PlPalestineestine were
Instrumental in exciting the rageraKe of
the foreign Jews against the infant
Church by sending messages to exhort
them to avoid all intercourse with the
Christias'ss TheeThesTheseea perfidious accu-
sations

accu-
sations

accu-
sations hadbad ttheteee intended effect and
the rage of the Jews against the s-s

was conveyed from father toto-

son
to-

sonson from age to age seso that the
Church of Christ bad inill no period
more bitter and desperate enemies
than tIlethe very people to whom the im-imim-
mortal

imim-
mortalmortal Savior was ore especially
sent It ill

THE ROYAROMANS

who were troublesome to no nation on
account of its religion and who suf-sufsuf-
fered

suf-
fered

sufsuf-
feredIsufIeven the Jews to live under their
own lawsJaws and followtollow method
of worship treated thetile Christian alone
with severity tJ f A principal
reason otoft this severity seems8
to have been thetile abhorrence and concon-con-
tempt

con-
tempt

concon-
tempttempt felt by the Christians for the re-rere-
ligion

rere-
ligionligion of the empire which was so in-inin-
timately

InIn-

timately connected with the form and
Indeed with the very essence of its po-popo-
litical

po-
litical

popo-
litical constitutioncou for though the
Romans gave an unlimited toleration
to all relireligions which had nothing nin
their tenets dangerous to the commoncommon-common-
wealth

common-
wealth

common-
wealthwealth yetpet they would not permitt that
of their ancestors which waswart estab-
lished

estab-
lished by the law of tilethe state to be
turned into derision nor the people toto-
be

to-
be

to-
bebe drawn awaya from their attachment
to itlt If They dared to ridi-ridiridi-
cule

ridiridi-
culecule the absurdities of the paganpajau
superstition and they were ar-arar-
dent

ar-
dent

arar-
dentdent and assiduous in gaining proseprose-proprose-
lytes

prose-
lytes

e-e
lytes 100 thetile truth Nor did they only
attack the religion of Rome but also
all the different shapes and forms un-unun-
der

un-
der

unun-
derder which superstition appeared In the
various countries in which they exerexer-
cised their ministry

HAnother circumstance that irritated
the Romans against tilethe Christians was
the simplicity otof their Worship which
resembled 0in nothing ththe s res ritrites8
of anyY ootherber people Theyr bdb d Qq
sacra ces temples images gracesc es oxor

l i and thsth wwass
dent to bring upon them the reyere-
proachesches efof anann ignorant multitude
who imagined that there could be no
religiOn without these Thus they
were looked upon as a sort of atheists
and by the Roman law those who were

CHARGEABLE WITH AATHEISMTHEISM
were declared the pests of human so-
ciety

so-soso-
ciety

soso-
ciety It The various
kinds of punishment both capcapitaltal
and corrective whichb were employed
against the ChristiansChristian are particularly
described by learned men who have
written professedly on that subject

If These judicial forms
were very different at different times
and changed naturally according to
the mildnessmild ess of the laws enacted byy the
different emperors against thetile ChrisChris-Chris-
tians

Chris-
tians

Chris-
tians Thus at one time we observe
appearances of the most
search after the followers ofot Christ
at awe find allaJl persecution
suspended and positive accusation
and information only allowed In
other words to be accused and ar-arar-
rested

ar-
rested

arar-
restedrested meant conviction without furfur-fur-
ther

fur-
thertherCher formality efof law a striking simisimi-simi-
larity

simi-
laritylarity to the treatment of Mormons
in Utah at thetile present time Verily
history repeats Itself Under oneODe
reireignB we see them on their being
proved Christians or their confessing
themselves such Immediately dragged
away to executionon unless they prepre-pre-
vented

pre-
ventedvented punishment by under
another we seeseeinhumaninhuman magistrates
endeavoring to compelcempel them by all
sorts to renounce their re-rere-
l

re-
ligious

rere-

ligiousl profession
Thosehose who were of the lowest rank
of the people escaped the best their

ty 1in someo e mmeasuresure screened


