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nois as n missionary, I remained
over night In the vieinity of where
ex-Governor Thomas Ford died and
was buried. 'The nelghbors in the
immedinte locality gave me a recital
of hisdeath nnd burial. In the li-
brary of the gentleman at whose
house I was stopping there was a
history of the State of Illinois. In
lookiug over it casunlly I remd that
portion of it which alluded to the
sconea at Nauveo, and the martyr
doin of the P’rophet and Patriarch in
Carthage jail. In closing up the
chapter the writer made these re-
marks: “Let no one imnagine that
Mortmonism is dend because of the
death of Joseph Bmith and Hyrum
8mith. Perchance it may be that
those who read this volume will live
to see the time when Palmyra, in
New York, Kirtiand, in Ohlo, Far
West and Independence, fn Mis-
sourl, and Nauvoo, In I1Hnois, shall
become holy places, to be yet
vislted by the thousands of fol-
lowers of the slnin Prophet; and
perchance it nuey be that some fu-
ture historian will record that I,
Thomas Ford, governor of Illnois,
was the Pontius Pllate in the history
and career of Joseph Smith.>?
Reading this history publisbed
half a century afterwards, I was
struck with almost the commencing
line in one of the chapters of the
history of Joseph Smith, recently
published, wherein the writer states
that Thomas Ford was the Pontius
Plinte in the history and career
of Joseph Bmith. Here was a
man not connected with the
Latter-dny Saints; here was a
man who had in his wenkness, in
his cowardice, nnd in his mbecility
allowed the spirlt of ‘the prophets to
flow through him for & moment,
The record of those who have op-
posed the Saints should be a waen-
ing to thuse who place themselves
u n glmilar position today. It cer-
tainly should warn them what the
harvest will be; for truly the word
of the Lord is fulfilled that the
hand that is lifted against Zion shall
not prosper, while the hand that is
ralsed in her defense shall grow
and increase in all that is good.
Those who are keeping in their
hearts the spirit of the Gospel are
ready for every good work., They
are walking in the light of the truth;
while those who are walking in the
darkness and shadow have doubts
and fears. But to the faithful Saint
there is no doulst of the outcome. He
knows full well the result of the work
whieh God has set His hand to do.
Difficulties have been met from
the outset,
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Could we expect this great work to
be ncecomplished without opposition
and persecution, when we cousider
the suffering and agony that have
always been the price of the estab-
lishment of a true principle? But
for the providence of God the work
would indeed have soon passed
away. But Hizs hand has been over
it, the.salvation of eour Lord has
been manifested,and the Saints have
come out of difficulty unscathed.
In this connection I am reminded
of an ineident which I had reluted
to me in regard to one of our young
brothers Iaboring in the State of

Iowa as a traveling missionary some
yeurs nigo. There are n great many
people located along the Missouri
River,through Missouri, Iowa, Kan-
sas, and Nebraska, who once had a
name and standing in the midst of
the Latter<iny Baints. They have
stopped by the wayside and are no
longer associated with those who are
allve in the work. In a neighbor-
hood composed principnlly of this
class of people the young Elder was
raising his voice In proclnmation of
the truth at n meeting convened at
one of the district selioolliouses.
While so engaged, one man who evi-
dently felt that the Elder was a lit-
tle foreible rose in his place and, in-
terrupting him, stated to him and
to the congregation, ““My father was
In Nauvoo. He knew the Prophet
Joseph and Brigham Younyg, and
the Twelve, and my father heard
the Prophet Joseph say that if ever
Brigham Youny Jed the Church he
would lead it fo hell.>> The young
man had not had very much ex-
perience, and of course feit a little
perplexed by a remark of this kind
in public. He hesitated a moment,
and then gave his reply in this wise:
“T never was in Nauvoo myself; I
never met the I’rophet Joseph; 1 do
not know whether he ever maile
such a remark or not; I have heard
that he did; but whether or not he
did make it, it was all true that
Brigham Young led the Church.
He led it down into hell and out on
the other slde, and you people that
we find here nre the charred bones
that could net stand the fire as it
went by, and were left by the way-
side.>*

Bo we find today in the fires of
pemsecution as sthey mge about the
Latter-day Saints. There are those
whe eannot stand the fire, and as a
result we find them stopping by the
wayside, ull along back in the his-
tory of the Church; but 1 ask you

has it paid them todoso? Has it
paicl them to stop and allow this

But is not that natural? | work to go on without them ?

God rules and will continue a0 to
do, and will be justified in all His
works. In the commengement of
the new year let us see if we nre
firmly planted on the rock of Truth
and are in the narrow way thae
Teads baek to our Father’s presence,
or whether we are neglectful of our
duties and are walking in danger.
There is safety only in the path of
duty. Man-made schemes will not
bring salvation. But the principies
of the Gospel have been restored
with the zuthority to act in its ordi-
nances, and obedience to those prin-
ciples will lead men to eternal life.

The peculiar condition in whigh
the human family are should be an
evidence to them that the time has
come for the establishment of truth
and righteousness; or, as I heard a
rentleman, not n member of the
Chutch, once say, when he was
found fault with for caring for a
¢“Mormon’> missionary, *If Joseph
Smith was not a Prophet he should
have been, for we need one bad
enough, the Lord knows.”” When
wa reflect on the condition that ex-
ists in the world, do we not realize
the necessity for something to save
those of the human family that will
be maved, religiously, socinlly and
politically? Should there not hbe
something done to save the world
from its tendeney today? I rejoice
in being able to testify that princi-
ples have hoen revealed which will
accomplish this work of salvation If
the world will receive them. May
the peace of God be on Zion and in
all her nbiding places, and the king-
dom of God be established.

APOSTLE MOSES THATCHER
was the next speaker. He said He
had not thought of being ealled to
speak today, as the labors of the past
weck had been severe, and he did
not feel that he had the physical
strength to make the congregation |
hear. The remarks made by the
previous speaker, referring to the
misapprehension under which we
Inbor, caused atrain of thought to
pass through my mind that may be
of some benefit. God has not had a
servant on the carth who has not
becn in a similar position. At no
titne was there a pouple who belleved
in revelation who were pot misun-
derstood. Abel was not understood
by his brother Cain, nnd therefore
lost his life. Noah and Abraham
were also misunderstood, as were
Isanc, Jacob, Joseph, Job, Isainh,
Ezeklel, Daniel and others. They
were not only misunderstood but
were 1alsely necused, ns we have
been, and hai to Inbor under those
difficulties. No person was so little|



