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did not reply. I repeated some of*
his allegations. She to weep,
and told fezbly how sick she had
been, and how importuned to make
the confession. BShe said that Til-
ton bad confessed his alien loves,
and she could not bear to think
herself better than he, and hoped
tc win him back by this course,.
She then denied to me all the char-
ges made by Tilton, and ex
contrition for her act, and made, at
my suggestion, 'a brief counter-
statement to her husband.

“The nextday Moulton informed
me that Mrs, Tiltonu had told her
husband of what she did in our
interview and he, Moulton, ex-
postulated ' and claimed that
{ had taken advantage of the
permission to visit Mrs. Tilton;
fie  was greatly ‘excited and,
opening his overeoat, with some
emphatie remarks, shoved me &
pistol, and I afterwards gave him
the paper and he left. Moulton
soon after made another visit to me
in my house while I was still in
the greatest distress over thisaffair.
I dido’t blame Mrs. Tilton, for
whose condition I made the great-
est allowance, and yet [ believed
that this story, invented by him
and'substantiated by herstatement,
would be immediately published,
and against it I eould only oppose
my word of honor. Believing that
disasters would result from its pub-
lication, and the great interests
with whiehr I was identified
be ruined, and the name I
had hoped would live after me
be cause for reproach, my mind
was in the most distressed con-
dition. Moulton found me thus,
and in asincereand kindly manner
convinced me that [ had been accom
plishing Tilton’s downfall in con-
junclion with Bowen. Moulton de-
picted the wrong done Tilton in
such strong chiaracters that I be-
came fully convinced I was the
cause of all the wreck in' 1'ilton’'s
fortunes and happiness. Meulton
then proposed that I should write a
letter, and he would prepare a
memerandum of our talk. He took
down what I supposed was a con-
densed memorandum of my words
and I' eontinued talking over the
desolation in Tilton’s fammly. It
was not dictation, and he put it in
a shape which suited his purpose,
and then I signed it, supposing it
to be the points of our ¢coenversation.
He did not read the paper to me,
and I never heard it until its publi-
cation by Tilton recently.

#*This patechwork, of a man un-
ysed to writing, was signedj thus
when the document, written on
large half sheets of paper, was writ-
ten, Moulton asked the to sign it.
I said, *No, itjwas not my letter.’
He sald it would have more weight ﬁ
if T would in some way or other in-
dicate that he was authorized to
explain my sentiments. I took my
pen and, some distance lelow the
writing and upon the lower mar-
gin, indieated that [ had commit-
ted the doeument in trust to Moul-
ton and signed the line thus written
by me. A few words as to its fur-
ther date. Mr. Moulton, of his own
accord, said that after using it he
would, in two or thiee days, bring
the memorandum back to me, and
he cautioned me about disclosing,
in any way, that there was a difii-
culty between Mr. Tilton and me,
as it would beinjurious to Tilten to
have it known that I had quarrel-
led with him, as well as for me to
have rumors seo-afioat. I did net
trouble myseif about it until more
than a year afterwards, when
Mr. Tilton hegan to write up
his ' ease, 'of which  hereaftor,
and grm(l‘oam up duciumepgta. ]I
wpndered Whal n the old
}ﬂitﬂbﬁﬁdﬁﬁﬁdﬁﬂiéﬁl to ﬁ i {;

ar gregter certainty, 80 ong
ayd m,vf:{ad h{ﬁ%' for tgat
memnmﬁdumf?nd d, *Yeu prom-
ised to return it fo me.” He seemed
confused for a mpment, gnd said,
‘Did 1Y “Certainly,” 1 answered.
He replied that the pyper had been
destroyed. On my putting the
question agnin, hesaid, ‘That paper
was burned up long ago,” and dur-
Ing the next two i;ears, in various
conversations, of his own accord
he spoke of it as destroyed. T had
never asked for, nor authorized the
destruetion of this paper, but I was
not glloawed to know that the docu-
ment was in existence until i
distinguished editor in New ¥ark,
within a few weeks past, assured
me that Mr. Moulton had showna
him the original, and that Le had
examined my signature to be syre
of its genunineness. II know there
' WHe ?'quy of it. - Bince this state-
ment was in preparation, while I
rejected this' memorandum as my
work, or as an accurate concCensae
tion of my statement, it does un-

Ject ot my

doubtedly correctly represent thatI
was in profound sorrow, and that I
blamed myself with great severity
for the disasters of Tilton’s family.
I bad not then the light that I
now have; there was much then
that weighed heavily upon my
heart and conscience which now
weighs only on mf' heait. I have
not the light which analyzes and
discriminates things, but by one
blow there opened before me a re-
velation full of anguish, An n-
ized family whose inmates

been my friends, greatly beloved;
the husband ruined in worldly
prospects, the household crumbling
to pieces, the woman by long sick-
ness and suffering either crippled
to deceit, as her husband alleged,
or 8o broken in mind as to be irres-

ponsible, and either way it was her

enthusiasm for her pastor, as [ was
made to believe, that was the germ
and beginn of the trouble. It
was for me to have forestalled and
prevented that mischief. My a
and experience in the world ahnuﬁ
have put me on my guard. I
could not at that time tell what
was true and what not true of all
the considerations urged upon me
by~ Tilton and Moulton. There
was grief before me in which
lay  those who had been warm
friends, and they alleged that I had
helped to plunge them therein.
That seemed enough to fill my soul
with sorrow and anguish. A mo-
ther who has lost a child will
understand the wild self-accusation
that grief produced, against all rea-
sou blaming herself for what things
she did do and for what she neg-
lected to do, and charging upon
herself and her neglect or heedless-
ness the death of the ¢hild, while
evidently every one gnew that she
had worn herself out with her as-
siduousness,

“‘Soon after this I met Mr. Tilton
at Moulton’s hovse. Either Moul-
ton was sick, or ‘'was very laté in
rising, for he was in bed. The sub-
feelings and conduct to-
wardsTilton was introduced. I made
a statement of the motives under
which I had acled in counseling
Bowen; of my feelings towards
Tilton’s family, disclosing horror at

the thought of wrong, and express-

ed a desire to do whatever lay in
human powerto remedy any evil
I had oceasioned, and to reunite
his family. Tilton was silent and
suilen; he played the part of the
injured man, but Moulton said
to Tilton with intense earnestness,
‘That is al] that & gentleman can
say, and yoy ought to accept it as
an honorable basis of reconcilia-
tion.” This he repeated two or
three times, Tilton's countenance
changed under Moulton’s strong
talk, We shook hands and parted
in a friendly way.

‘“Not very long afterwards Tilton
asked me to his house, and said
that he should be glad to have the
good old times regewed. I do not
remember whether I ever took a

meal after that under his roof, but

I certainly was invited by him to
renew my visits as formerly. I
never resumed my intimacy with
the family, but once or twice I
went there soon after my recon-
ciliation with Tilton, and at his re-
quest. I particularly remember a
scene which took place at his house

' when he talked about his wife and

me in a very gracious mood. He
began by mourning his sorrows.
He was var{;dmhta. The future
seemed quite dark. After impress-
ing us with his great patience, he
grew generous, praised me to his
wife, saying that I had taken ppon
myself all the blame of his troubles,
and had honorably exculpated her
and telling me that his wife had
likewise behaved very magnani-
mously, she had blymed herself,
and declared that I was blameless,
and he closed his homily with in-
ﬂraaﬁaing hope gnd cheer, saying
tha deep as wag his 1isery he
hoped that he would come ouf in
the future more cheerful than he
had before. [ restrained my smfiles
at the absurdity of the thing, well
content to have it evaporate, and
even thinking that he was geuner-
ous in his way. Thisseemed to
me the end of trouble, and with a
sensitive and honerable man, who

bad no ulterior iﬁalgua t0 aceom-
complish, it wou ave been the
g | byrial of difficulty. I supposed

Tilton had given vp the idea of in-
tentional wrong ou iy part, and
forgiven my unintentipnal wrong.
I plainly puderstand npw, what I
did mnot then- suyspect, that apy
trouble of mine was io be kaﬂt
alive and nourished so that I might
be used toact en my friend in se-
curing from Bowen the mongy
which Tilton claimed to Lie due as
compensation fpr his expulejon

from two newspapers. Mr. Moul-
ton and Mr. Tilton both strove to
obliterate from my mind all be-
lief in the rumors that had been
circulated about Tilton. There
was much going on in silencing,
ﬁx‘flaining, arranging, etc., that I
did not understand Lﬁ_&n as well

as now. Ofone thing I was con-
vineed, viz., that Tilton had the

that he had never strayed from
the path of virtue, which preser-
vation he owed, as he told me in
the narrative of his life, to a
very solemn scene with his father,
who, on the eve of *his leavin
home, pointed out to him the na-
ture of all those temptations and
snares and evils to be dreaded from
unlawful practices. He deeclared
that he had always been kept spot-
less by the memory of that scene.
I was glad and believed it true,
and felt how hard it was that he
should be made to suffer by evil
and slanderous foes. 1 could not
explain some testimony which had
been told before me, but I said,
‘There is undoubtedly some mis-
understanding, and if I knew the
whole I should find Theodore,
though with obvious faults, at
heart sound and good.” These
views, I often expressed to intimate
friends, in spite of their manifest
incredulity, and what in the light
of faets, I must call their well de-
served ridicule. Moulton lost no
occasion of presenting to me the
Kindest view of Tilton’s character,
and on the other hand he complain-
ed that Mrs. Tilton did net trust
her husband or him, and did not
assist him in his effort to help
Thend&vﬁ I know that she dis-
truste oulton, and felt bitterly
hurt by the treatment of her hus-

highest sense of marital purity,and | I

wishing to go. The war was at its
height. I carried my country in
my heart. I had the Independent

f)rmuhing-.-and lectnriug continual-
y. I knew that I was likely to be
prostrated again. . In December,

troubles brought on again these
symptosas in a more violent form.
Was very
mind, and all the more because it
was one of those things that I
could not say anything about. . I
was silent with every » During

or underlying a basis of so muéh
sorrow and - trouble. My friends
will bear witness that in the pulpit
I have very frequently alluded to

1

1870, the sudden shock of these |
much  depressed in |
the last four years these symptoms |

£ | had been repeatedly brought on by
my:intense work; carried forward | Woodhull

urged that I ¢ould preside &t the
lecture and introduce her, upon the
simple ground of advocating free

in - charge, and was working. |~peech and liberty of debate. But as

[.unstoud thatshe was about 1o avew
do trinei@ which I'abhor I "would
nﬁbe nduced by ‘this plausitle
argument to give her publiif woun-—
{enance,’ and' after continuing to
urge me up-to te every dag’ of the
meeting, without ﬂfﬁ;;ﬂiﬂi@pl
threats, ’but with ohvious intima-

tion that my personal safety would
be " Letter: Eﬁguiresﬂ Hﬁxl%]gg
this advice. Mr. Tiltou d&igl___s 1t
went overto New York afid“presid-
ed at the meeting, Where "My,

gave vent, ‘48 ™ uhder-
atafnd,- for the iﬂmbt@;-in-publiv}m
a full exposition of her, freg luve
ﬂuc.trinen?o'llhe very th h% Y hat
I should have been asKed, inider

my expectation of sudden death.
I feel that [ have, more than on¢e,

would have killed or paralyzed me,

trouble began, the daily

1871 T was Kkept in a state of sus-
pense and doubty not only as te the
future of the family, for the re-
union and happiness of which I
had striven o0 earnestly, but as to
the degree torwhich Jd might per-
sonally pe subject to attack and
misconstruction, and trouble be
brought into the church and mag-
nified by publiecity. SN
““T'he officersof the church sought
to investigate Mr. Tilton’s religious
views and moral eonduct, an
the latter point I had been deceiv-

band. 1 was urged to use my in-
fluence with her to inspire confi-
dence in Moulton, and to lead her
Lo take a kinder view of Theodore.
Accordingly, at the instance of Mr.
Moulton, three letters were written
on the same day, Feb. 1, 1870, with
one common purpose—to be shown
to Mrs. Tilton, and reconcile her to
her husband, and my letter to her
of that date was designed to eflect
the further, or collateral purpose
of giving her confidence in
Moulton. This will be obvious
from the reading of the letters.
I bave no recollection of geeing or
hearing read the letter of Mrs. Til-
ton, of the same date. [n my letter
to Mrs. Tilton I alluded to the fact
that I did not expect, when I saw
her last, to be alive may days.
That statement stands connected
with a series of symptoms which I
first experienced in 1836.

“I went through the Fremont
campaign, speaking in the open
air three hours at a time, three
days in a week. In renewing my
literary labors I felt I must have
Eiven way,l very seriously thought

was going to have apoplexy or
paralysis, or something of the
kind. On two or three occasions
while preaching' T should have

I 'still hoped
better, as it was proposed to drop
him from the list of members for
non-attendance, and as he asserted
to me, after his withdrawal, this
might ‘have been done; but his
wife still attended church, and
hoped for his restoration. I recol-
lect having with him a conversa-
tion in which he dimly intimated
to me'that'he thought it not un-
likely he might go back' into his
old position.  He seemed to be in a
mood to regret the  past, and so,
when I ' wasrurged by the examin.
ing ecommittee, to take some mT,
[ said I was not without hopes. In
the meanwhile, one wing of the
femsle sutfrage party bad got hold
of the story'im a distoried and ex-
aggerated form, such as had never
been intimated to me by Mr. Til-
ton or his friends. I did not then
suspect what I new know, that
these atrociously false rumors or-
iginated with Mr. Tilton himeelf,
[ only saw evil growing
diminishing, and perceived ' that
while I was pledged 10 silerice,
and therefore could not speak in my
own defense, some one was forever
persevering in' falsehood, growin

continually in dimensions, an

fallen in vhe pulpit if I had not held
on to the table., Very often I came
near falling in the streets. During
the last fifteen years I have gone
into the pulpit I suppose 100 times,
with a very strong impression I
should never come out of it alive.
I have preached more sermons than
any human being would believe
when I felt all the while that what-
ever I had got to say to my people
I must say it then or I never would
have another chance to say it. If I
had consulted a physician his first
advice would bhave been,*You must
stop work.” But'l was insucha|
situation that I could not stop
work. I read the best medical
books on the symptoms of nervous
prostration  and over “work and

ralysis, and formed my own
udgment of my case. Three points
[ marked were—‘I must lLave a
good digestion, good sleep, and I
{?qﬂt go on working.” These three

i

ings were to be reconeiled,
and in regard to my diet
and stimulants and medicines

[ made the.mest thorough and
searching trlal, and as a result
managed my body so that T could
get the most work out of it with-
out essentially imﬁjﬂu it If I
had sajd a word abovt thisto my
family it would bhave Lrought such
(ﬁﬁtl‘ﬂﬂl and anxiety on the part of
my wife as [ ¢ould not bear. 1 had
for man fenra 9 eleadily taxed
my min‘{ o the yimgst that there
have heey periods when I could
not aftfurd ta have Fecrplt, éven ex-
press sympathy with me. To have
my-wife or friends anxious abouv it,
aund showing it to zae, would be
Just 8 drop tpo much. In 1863 I
camea a‘u intothesame cnnditiund

just before going to England, an |

|extravagaut eulogies upon her. She

it was one of the reagons why I was

these difficulties weord immensely
increased by the afliliation of Mr
Tlilton with the Woodhullelique.

“In May, 1872, Mrs. Woodhull ad-
vertised a forthcemibg article, shad-
dowiug an accouut of the disturl.
ance in Mr. Tiltow’s fumily, but
without using vames. It was de
layed, “ostensibly by Mr. Tilteu’s
influence with Mrs. Woodhull, un-
till November ’72. During this sus-
pension of ber publication she be-
came a heroine with Mr. Moulton
and Mr. Tilton. She was made
welcome at both houses with toler-
ation, but wot the eurdial consent
of their wives, 1 heard the most

was represented as a genius born
and reared among rude influences
but only needed to be surround
by relined soclety to shaw a noble
and commanding nature, 1 did not
know mueh about her, and though
my impressions were unfavorable,
her real charaeter waa not then
really known to Lhe world, I met
her three times. At the first inter-
view she 'was gracious, At she
second she wag cond and haughty,
but at the t{hird she was angry
and {hreatening, for I had peremp-
torily refused to preside at a lecture
she was abont to give at Steipway
Hall. The most strenuous ‘efforts
had been piade by both Tilton and
Moulton to Ipduce me to preside at
this legture, and to identify myself
publicly with Mrs, Waodhull. Tt
was represented to me that I need
not in &q doipg expressly give as-
sent &0 her doctrines, especially
with regard to the marriage rels-
tion, upon which point she was be-
ginning {o be more explicit in ulp-'
position to the views which I, in
common with all Christian men,

|

already been near the stroke that | such a meeting, wis

ed into the belief that he was not | even from himself,thiat T was |
in fault; as to his religious views, | to resign if that would stop the
for a change for the |scandal.

instead of | doubtless make a sad e

any ‘eircumstances’ aqd ‘upoar gy
excuse, to:preside or be. presgnt. at

_inexpressi I.f g’
atever my "as.

galling to me. Wh

and I carry with me now,as I have | tonishment might have been, tleé
s0 often carried in years before this | motive of Mr. Tilton and Mr. Méul-
thotight | ton, in askin
of death as a door which might|which I ha at th
open for me at any moment, out of | clear a perception'as Y 'now }
all cares and labors unto welcome | the request was neévertheless' Lu-
rest. During the whole of the year | miliating. At abott the sihigihiie

such a;thing, as .teo
not at the ‘tli’tr‘:?;iﬂ
DEve,

I found the circle "of which M,
Woodhull formed a part; & cétitie
of loathsome scandals, orgianizd,
classified and- f-with a
greedy and unclean appetite for
everything that was foul and vile,
Mr. Beécher here ‘details ‘his'el-
forts to prevent the scandal {,u-.ing
made publie,which was thréatened
by the trial of Tilton by the church,

and says of Tilton: ' "~ "
“T was so determined to eatry out
my pledges to Moulton for im',;iud
do all in human power to save ‘,h m,
eady

I wrote a' letter of resig-
nation, not referring; tothe charge
against me,but deelaring that I had
striven for years to maintain secrecy
concerning a scandal afleeting a
family in the chureh, andithat as 1
had failed I herewith resigned. This
letter was never sent. A little
calmer thought showed me how fu-
tile it would be to stop thetrouble,
a mere useless sacrifice, but I ghow-
ed it to Mr. Moulton, ans possibly
he copied it. I have found phie ori-
ginal in my house. If1icould! it
this moment rememberany other
letters which 1 bave: written (o M.
Moulten L weuld dogo. . If he has
received all my effusions of feeling
he must have a large colleetion. -1
witched him to bring themsall be-
fore the committee. Ishénld have
been glad to get such hintsas they
may contain to refresh my recollec-
tion of facts dnd sequénces. ‘I'have
no fear'of their full dnd fair publi-
cationy; for.. though. they..would
_ Y posure of
my weakness, grief and desponder.-
¢y, they do not containa line con-
fessing such guilt as has been
charged to mé; ora word ¢ongistent
with .my. innoeenee, nor .in any
other spirit than that of. geuerous
remorse over a great and more and
more irrepuratle evikl But‘however
intense and numerous may Be these
expressions of giief, Lhey eannot
possibly  overstate the anxiety
which I constantly felt for the fu-
ture’” The perils which it i€ now
clear I did net exaggerute; vor the
sorrow. and remorse, which I felt
originally en accouut of the injury
w hich [&upfmedl had unwitgingly
done to a beloved family,and alter-
wards for the greaterinjury whieh I
became satisfied [ had done Ly my
unwise, blind and useless efluets to
remedy that injury,only as it prev-
ed at,.the expense'of my .own
name; the happiness :of. my own
family and the peace of my own
chureh. | 4 .
“Gentlemen of the committee:
“In the note réquesting your ap-
pointment, I asked thut yeushould
make a full investigation of all the
sources of information. " You are
witnesses that I have in no"way -
flueneéd or interfered :wibh'' your
proceedings or dubim._-ff have wisle
ed the investigation to beso segrch-
ing that nothing could unsettle its
results. ‘I have nothing to gaif by
any pelicy of suppression  or-eosas
romise. For-four years I have.
orne and suffered enough, aud I
will ‘not’ go a step fusther... .k Will-
be free; 1 will not walk nnider a rod
or yoke. If any man asvetld o me.
a favor Jet him tell ‘all”he: knows'
'ngg l‘i;ii;:nt ;ﬂine tgl‘.giy' ﬁn;;-n
the law of honor in - re o the-.
use of 't?thr persons’ %ﬂﬂﬂ(ienf{ial.i
 communications; but in sofar as
my owr writings aié”conceérued,
thete I8 not a letter“or dochment,
which T am afraid to have exhibit-.
ed, and I authorize any, and T ecalt
upon any living person to" produce

gntertained; but it was plausibly

and print forthwith whatever writs
(Coneluded on page 461,)



