
T X ma P W ZT M va ea AUsA Us is18

DESERET NEWS
WEWEEKLYr K L Y

TRUTH anaAN berty

PRINTED AND BY THE

DESERET NEWSNEWS COMPANY

CHARLESAILES VW

WEDNESDAY AUG 18 16861886

bmw

NORMON 1 immigration AND
POLYGAMY

IT laIs pretty well known that there is a
statute of the united states designed
to prevent the landing in this country
of foreign hauperspauperspanpaupers idiots convicts and
persons likely to become a public
charge and it is notorious thattha this
law is not usually enforcedenforcedl only a
spasmodic effort being OccasiOnoccasionallyillY
put forth to show that the emi-
gration officers are not always
asleep but every now and then
some farfanaticatle starts up and at-
tracts attention to himself by de-
manding the application of the statute
to the mormon immigration every
such attempt has hitherto arcprovedwed a
failure and the small brained person
raising the rumpus has only succeeded
in showing his own lack of sense

the latest cranky movement in this
direction was made by one edmund
stephenson a member of the board of
commissioners of emigrationEmie ration at new
york he has repeatedly endeavored
to obstruct the landing of mormon
immigrants at that port but has been
invariably voted down by the rest of
the boardbeard who seem tote have common
sense as well as an understanding of
the law to regulate immigration
thwarted before the board he ad-
dressed ouon the gifth of july a letter
published august 1stast to actingg sec
detary fairchildFairch iid of the U yS treasury
inia refereferencerence to the nevada company
the gist of which will be found in the
following extract

and all these persons were al-
lowed to land as in the opinion of the
majority of the board otof commission-
ers said persons were not likely to be-
come a public charge and they were
under the care of and homes would be
provided for by the church and societysociety
repriserepresentedanted by the mormon elders I1

and I1 submit thattiethat the only evidence
before the commissioncommissionersrsirs that said
persons would not become a public
charge was the guarguaranteeautee of a lawless
community and the statements of its
elders 11

I1 am this day informed at castle
garden that there areaide now on their
way to this port two steamsteamshipsskips with
over sheilar mormon immigrants
on boardsboard and that there are still more
to follow and I1 desire most earnestly
to protest against their beingI1 allowed
to land and respectfully ugeunigege upon
you the importance of this matteratter and
request from you instructions in time
either to prevent or alallowlow their land-
ing I1 claim and submit that the act
of congress was intended to and does
prevent ther landing otof any and all per-
sons to this country torfor the purpose
and with the intent of aiding and abet-
tingtin in the violation of the law of godangotand of tilethe statutes of these united
Statesand more especiallyesmially where such
persons as in the casicase of those landed
from the nevada have no means of
support save as they derive the same
byor through the church of the lat
ter day saints

stephensonStep heuson asked for definite in
zions up to the present date

none have been imparted so far as
known tae probability is that the
matter will be left where it belongs
that is with the board of emigration
of which stephenson is an obstructive
member I1

on this subject the new york times
has the following editeditorialerial

the problem presented by mormon
emigration is a vary difficult one in
the first place how dancan it be proved
that the mormon immigrant intends to
violate the law he intends to0 go to

and to become an adherent of
the mormon church but only a small
percentage of the mormonscormons in utah
practice polygamy very few of
the converts who have come from
europe jnin the last five years
have broken the law that for-
bids plural marriage but even if it
could be shown that every mormon
immigrant who arrives at thisdorethiS Dortport in-
tends to become a polygamist under
what law could they be shut out ifaif a
convert unable to takelake care of himself
or herself without becoming a public
charge should arrive that convert
could be excluded undertinder the existing
law but the church sees to it that no
converts come in that condition and it
must be admitted that the history of
those who have come does not show
that those who are now coming will
become public charges the imported
donconvertsVerts of the last two years have be-
come thrifty and self supporting citi-
zens of utah and elsewhere the
church brings themn to utah and puts
them on their feet they do not bur-
den the almshouses there they do
not burden the almshouses in the east
still itif they have little or no money
when they come into port are the

commissioners obliged to accept the
promises of the mormon church
that they will not become public
charges

thence immigrants arearc unde
because they iDeincreaserease the power otof an
organization that violates the marriage
law but it seems to us that violations
of this law should uctic dealt with when
and where they are committed vveve
believe that it is possible to10 suppressuppress
polygamy I1in utah and elsewhere
by persistent and unrelenting
prosecutions underunderthethe edmunds act
we do not see how iuic can be suppressedis

by excluding at this port immigrants
who have not become polygamistssis and
may never practice papolygamy these
immigrants should be treated as other
immigrants are treated it they are
convicts lunatics idiots or hauperspauperspau persPets
they should be sent baekback but it will
not do to return them for the solerole rea-
son that they have embraced ihesohe so
called religion otof joe smith I1

the tines takes a common sense
view of tilethe matter as it is affected by
the emiemigrationration law the church of
jesus cloristchrist of latter day saints
however is not auail organization that
violates the marriage law if any
marriage law is violated that is done
by individuals not by an organization
the church breaks no liwlaw we do
not know otof any violation otof marriage
laws in utah the times probably
means the jaws of 1862 and 1882 but
neither of them is a marriage law and
there is no such a thinthing uponalpo tilethe
statute books of the united states

the marriage law of the church of
course only affects its membersme nabers and
the majority of them only have one
wife the polygamy bugbear which
frightens fanatics of the stephenson
stamp has nothing to do with tilethe
immigration matter and the mor
mons who come to this country iromfrom
abroad do not emigrate torfor the pur-
pose of breaking any law otof god or
man and they are not paupershauperspau pers
neither do they become a public charge
but on the contrary by their industry
coupled with their order and sobriety
as a rule they become a public benefit

the new york diunaun otof august ad
taking up the same subject has the fol-
lowing very sensible article
oin a letter to the acting secretary
of the treasury mr edward
sonsoni of our emigration commission
takes the ground that the commission-
ers are authorized by law to prevent
the landing of the hordes of mormon
converts who come to this port the
law to which he refers is that of aug
d 1882 and shuts out from our shores
any person unable to take care of

himself or herself without becoming a
public charge

it seems that on the ath of last mouthmonth
the steamship nevada arrived at new
york from liverpool with such
converts who were allowed to land
because in the oiopinion otof tilethe majority
of the emigration commissioners they
were not likely to become a
chachargerge since they were iuin the
care of marmon Eeldersiders who had I1

undertaken to provide homeshoines torfor
ahm mr Stephen sun holds that
this decision was wiongiong inasmuch as

tue only evidence before the com-
missionersners that said personspersona wouldrotnot become a public charge was the
guarantee otof a lawless commcommunityunit
and the statements oiof its elders
two other stearsteamersaers bringingbrindlig more
than one thousand additional cormonmormon
converts were daily expected at the
date otof his letter july 15 and he
therefore protprotestsesis to the acting secre-
tary against the course adopted by the
commission with respect to stich im-
migrants

it is very plain that the majority of
the commissioners are supported by a
common sense interpretation of the
law and that mr stephenson is all
wrong as to his head however right hebe
may oebe as to his heart everybodyEvery boly
knows that the imported cormonsmormons
will not become a public charge
but will speedily be putpus in meluc way otof
supporting themselves and furnishing
tribute to ane mormon church no
matter how poor in purse they may be
on their arrival they are nutnot pau
pers and they do not cowecome here torfor
the purpose of subsisting at the public
expense but we shall not undertakeuner taKe
to argue that point for it seems to us
quite evident that such immigrants do
not come within the proscription of
the act which applies to paupershaupers and
so called assisted omimigrantsmi grantagrants who
are sent over to occupy our poor
houses

what we wish to refer to is a further
remark of mr stephenson when he
speaks of or more speci-
ficallyfi polygamy as being in viola-
tion otof the law of god and of the
statutes of these united states

now polygamy is undoubtedly for-
bidden by our law but when mr
stephensonStepbenson declares that it is contraryaxy
to ane law of god what does he mean
it was not in violation of the mosaic
law and was commonly practisedpracticed by
the old testament patriarchs there
are no positive injunctions against the
practice in the bible jesus says noth-
ing on the subject and yet
still existed among thetha jews otof his
day though it had fallen in pretty gen-
eral disuse yc paul inii his first
epistle to timothy seems by implica-
tion to countenance polygamy
when hebe says A bishop then
must be blameless the husband
orof one wife vigilant sober otof good
behavior given to hospitality apt to
teach the christian converts over
whom the apostle exercised suesuchh
careful supervision were often as we
well know taken from among people
who practisedpracticed polygamy and in recertrecent
times bishop Oolcolenso in africa and
missionaries of different protestant
denominations in india have deemed

it expedient to allow heathen
mists to retain their wives after bap-
tism they may keep those they have
but the converts must take no
more wives and the exception is
defendeddel ended on the ground that it
would be cruel to break up
family relationsioas already estab-
lished it is plain therefore that
these missionaries do not look upon
polygamyamy as in violation of the law oftogodd else it would be their duty to ab-
solutelysol forbid the practice at any
cost

but 0outside of heathendom and a few
exceptional cases there the christian
church has adhered to the custom of
ancient romekome and from the time of the
early fathers has required that a man
shall be the husband otof one wilewife only
the law enenforcingforging monogamymono amy seems
rather to be a church law thantean a direct
BiDBio lical command it is a good law
and as such is the law of god but it is
not laid down in scripture

we do not agree with the sun that
the law enforcing monogamy itis a good
law because we know that its effects
in a large number of instances are evil
and we believe that the day will come
when the world freed from the bond-
age of restrictions occasioned
by an excess of masculine population
will cast off the yoke of a cruel and
vicealce breeding law and adopt a more
liberal policy suited to wethe diverse
conditions oiof different localities midand
the varied capacities andrequirements
of different individual and will adopt
rules and customs in keeping with
natural and divine laws which em-
brace both the and

ious principles promoting the
greatest good to the greatest number
ane world is moving and truth will
prevail

SMUGGLING BY MAIL

THE loss of the oregon has produced
one result which will not be lost sight
of by both the british and american
governments most of the mail matter
sunk in the depths of the sea has been
recovered much of it water soaked
and with the addresses illegible it
has been forwarded as far as possible
to the parties for whom it was intend-
ed but in examining second class
packages a large quantity of dutiable
article have been found enclosed
showing an evident intention of vio-
lating ane revenue laws

it is intended when the names of the
senders can be discovered to prose-
cute them for smuggling and it has
even been hinted that toethe persons to
whom they were sent will be made
liable this however is rather doubt-
ful for it will be very difficult to make
the latter parties to the offense

in future it is quite likely that some
supervision will bfb harthai over
ibous looking packages of second class
mailail abrownabruart aud smug-
gled goods conveyed in that way will
no ddoubtatit be confiscated even if the
parties who send them or bend for
themm escape the penalties of violated
law

I1

THE LAW OF GOD IS SUPREME

THE lamoni herald the organ of the
josephites pretends to reply to an

article in the semiweeklysemi weekly DESERET
NEWS of july fth entitled I1 gods law
and mans law it was written in
answer to one in the herald attempt-
ing to show that any law of congress
is the supreme law of the land and
that should a state city church or
individual refuse submission they arearc
the law breakers I1 I1 also to support the
statement that the prophet joseph
smith tautaught11 lit this docdoctrinetrige

we argued the points in detail
ng from the doctrine and covenants

to prove that the word of the lord
through the prophet enjoined obedi-
ence to the law audand will of god first
and foremost and then the support of
all constitutional laws of the land any
thing lessleas than these coming of evil
we further that some laws ofnd alreobedcongress hadaad been declared invalid by
the supreme court of the united states
and tuat an unconstitutional law
is in itself void from the beginning
and that the supreme coucourtrt
itself is not infallible becausebebaue it has
reversed its own decisions and has
given no leisslebs than three diverse and
opposite rulings upon the same ques-
tion to wit the legal tender act our
conclusion was that while a decision
of the united states supreme court
right or wrong is final in law it it is
morally religiously actually wrong
all the legal loreloie and national authority
in the world will not make it right
and our position was that when vietie
issue is obedience to god or submis-
sion to man the course of the true ser-
vant otof god will be so plain that hebe
needs no voice to urge him in to
his religious duty

the article in the lamoni herald of
august ath ignores tilethe vital points at
issue and endeavors to place our posi-
tion in an improper light it also
avoids all reference to the pointed
questions we asked of its editor the
samebume ideas he formerly advanced
sand which we proved to bbe0caliincorrect fromrom the very documentsdocuments
from which he pretended to
quote are now reiterated and main-
tained summed up they amount to
this every law of congress right or
wrong is the supreme law of the land

tie9

and must be obeyed no matter what
principle or religion it may invade it
ever so80 ugeons iric isia the sagu
preme law if not declared so by the
Su courlandcourtCourtandand no one has the

to resist it every claim to this
effect ll11 the editor says is hurtfulI1
whereverw 11 ere ver it obtains and there is not
one passage iuin the tureethree standard books
of the church which can be made to
lustily it

tiehe quotes the saying of thetae savior
unto things

and unto god the tunings that
are gods the instructionsinstructionsotof keter

submit yourselves to every ordinance
of man for theme lords sake whether
it be to the king as supreme or unto
governors as unto those that are sent
by him for the punishment of evil-
doers of paul let every soul be
subject unto the higher powers etc
allana of tilethe doctrine and Covecovenants in
reference to keeping the laws of the
land and goes on to argue that though
such laws are utterly contrary to tue
revelations given to the church
through the seerbeer yet the baines must
submit to them and must not resist
them whether for the reason that they
are morally wrong or were contrary to
the revelations otof god given to govern
the churchto this we reply no law of the
land is supreme it it is bot in accord-
ance with wethe constitution iuin tact it
is not a law stallat all in the proper sensesence I1

of tae term luit never had a legal ex-
istence the constitution odand tae
laws paspassedsediain pursuance thereof and
treaties in harmony therewith are taelae
supreme law but if unconstitutional
they arearc void ab inirioinitio it no one has
the right tuto reside or refuse to submit
to au unconstitutional law how is wethe
valiavalidityity of wetae lawjaw to be tested in the
courtscourtis on the theory of thetae editor
of tietae lamoni beramlieraid congress can
pass any law it even it it
Lrtramplesamples upon religion and prevents
the free exercise thereof anaaaa citizens
have no choice out to odey and thus
melad very right of0 appeal ana hebting uyby
the bupsupremereLue court isid abroabrogatedgatea
courts do not take up laws
to dadecide upon their constitutionality
cases bib broughtbrou fint to test anem
and only by resresistingisLing them can their
validity be judicially determined we
need apelu no moreinure space ouon WthisIs
point it ought to be clear enough to
be admitted even by tue eeditorotol the
lamoni heraldBerald

there is a aidividingviding line between the
domains of religioniou and tue
law ciesarcaesar is to nave nis own butbui he

aug encroach upon tuthatat which
belongs to god on weme Jodephice

can claim and take it ailsall
lorfor luelad ailts submit even

the law of waar is coulbarcontraryconi atuto
tile revelationsleve lations and commandments of
jud ignotiri not lae doctrineloc trine utof jesus
noraur of illsAIS apostles nor oxot lae eternal

n atif bor ot01 auy servant ot0 I1 ladll11lord itt is the doctrine of the apos-
tate thehe time berver tileme truckler and
ane nipo mecrile akwiwu add a coul
manumuamanu mum lais supremenid ine only

LUULlual can reasonably arise is
USas luIV lae of01 weme law itif it 16 of01
aou it must be all numan enact
hente jiust any mau ma lo10 be
a representative titot dealy can placephwe a

enactment beffie ana above
audand luperior to10 a lawjaw of the
almighty is an amazing piece
ulol lullylolly and a sure evidence that
his claim of divine authority is a sham
and a pretencepredencepretence

all thetae duties andd obligations which
tilethe se rip bures enjoin upuponua tilethe peoplepeolie
ot01 god in regard yoLO the powers matlast
be relate to tilethe egidwate scheie
ladand authority of powers enoi
saints are not commandedcumm to render to
cadar weme things that are gods they
arearc not required to obey kings and
governors eiten those rulers order
mem to violate or retrainrefrain from obey-
ingin divine commandments they are
not directed to obey that law of the
and is lotfor we
lord says that of01 evil

by theme amree bLanstandarddard books of
the church theme herald editor means
oi01 course ja isilie book of MOImaimonnon
and he yaya
mere is froeEO L one passage in these
books willellwhich justinesus tines our position let
us see was nounot theline woid otof melae lord
to israel through roemoseses opposed to the
law of king wowouldaid the israel-
ites hayehave ever escaped from bondage to
lae egyptiansE it the word of the julierdard
had notot been regarded above the
mandates olof the king was not
daniel justified of god in keepingkeening taelae
divine law as opposed by human law
iiadid he not puipub the will otof jehovah
above the edict of darius and are
not the three hebrews held up as an
example to all generations because
they refused to obey the law of the
land concerning the golden image
their fear of the lord was greater
than their fear otof or
0of weme neryfiery furnace the prophets
who were persecuted andancl tormented
and tadhad to iaieV in dens and eavescaves of
ane earth suffered2ered because they obeyed
god rather than man the apostles
ot jesus christ who counselledcounsellercoun selled obe-
dience to law to kings and governors
and rulers were put in prison and to
desta torfor resisting and refusing to
obey laws and authorities that were
iua opposition to the law of the lordpeter put the matter very plainly
when commanded by the authorities

not to speak at all nor teach inia the
nameon jesus 11 liehe and john answer-
ed I1 I1 Wwhether it be right in the sight of
god to hearken unto you more than
unto god jjudgeadge ye 1 acts iv 19 and
when the captain and the officers ar-
rested them for violating thetae regu-
lations which were equal to law

peter and the otnerother apostles an-
swered and said weawe ought to obey
god rather than men acts v 29

come now to the book of mormon
because hebe would Carre out

theme mission entrusted to him in spite
of the commands of king noah was
cast into prison and fluellanallyarwaswas burned i

to death preaching in defiance of the
kings law even in his dying moments

mosiah chap 17 almsalma and amules
torfor the same reason were smitten and
imprisoned and many of their converts
were cast into the areanre almsalma chap
14 the people of anti lehilebi lepai
refused to boey the lawjaw in taking
up arms preferring to keep their cov-
enant wita god and suffer the conse
quen ces A thousand and five were
slamslain on this account alma chap 24

the doctrine and covenants con-
tains the direce word of the lord anon
thistais subject and now verily I1 say
unto you concernconcerningi ng the laws of01 thetae
land it is my will that my people shallshail
observe todoto do all things whatsoever I1
command them and that law of the-
land which is co institutionalconstitutional support-
ing that principle of freedom in main
gainintaming rights and privilegespi ivi leges belongs
to all mankind and is justifiable before
me here are the three standard
books of the baurch uniting on
theprinciple that the law of tiedgod is first
and must be obeyed and that mans
laws that sustain human friefreedomedom are
alalsoalso to be sustained by mishig people
but his law is supreme andparamount
and to be obeyed even untoauto death

the holy men of god and the martyrs
who have suffered for conscience sake
were persecuted fi the name of law
IIif they hadbad been willing to put the laws
of man and the edicts ofbf secular rulers
before the word and law of god they
could have escaped from their awfulawgull
tabulations and deaths by violence
0ona the Josepjosephitebite the the an-
cient prophets andapostles who
god rather than man were malefactors
daniel and the three hebrews were not
us tined in their non submission to
secular supremea lawla w AlItheail the noble
men and women who died for the
were rebellious lawbreakerslaw breakers who de-
served their latefate and god must bow
before the flat of earthly rulers andiand
never dare to reveal anything which iai

the notions of parliaments
and congresses and the rulings oaA
judges and courts

weW e asked the josephiteJosephitell editor
whether he would cease to baptize by
immersion for the remission utoi sins itcongress should pass a lawlam against it
on tue ground that while it waymay not
interfere in matters of belief it may
prescribe regulations agagainst injurious
customs but he does not to
answer the question instead heb
speaks of the submission of joseph tilethe
prophet to the process of courts
and tries to insinuate that the
ututahah people do not follow his
example the answer is that the
saints here have not resisted
legal process but scores of them have
gone to prison rather than deny their
baith that is not the point in ques-
tion it is toethe superiority of the law
of god to the dicta of men that wwee
do not think any sane and truthful
man will dispute the propositionpioposition is
so plain as to be almost self evident

luin tiiethe case called up this ais
cassioncusacussioniou a revelation wasv as received from
god commanding certain things many
years alter this commandment was re-
ceived and obeyed a law of man was
enacted for the purpose of
suppressing the establishment of re-
ligion thus created those who hawhaaentered into it having no doubt of its
divinity are confronted by a law which
on its lace is a violation of the consti-
tution the choice with them is either
to hearken to that which they know to
be of god or bow down to an uncon-
stitutional law of man we need not
say what would have been the course
under the circumstances of a moses
an elijah a daniel a peter a john or
a paul or of joseph the seer of the
latterlaiter days As lorfor his degenerate son
he speaks for himself he would
put the law 0of man first and thus
escape trouble and subordinate hishaa
religion the revelations of god and
deity himself to the secular power
so that he may find favor of the world

Comcommentmut is superfluous gods true
representatives never were of this
stamp they reverence his word as
the supreme law of the universe and
will abide in his covenant even unto
death A god that is subordinate to
human authorityauthorit is a bogus deitydeita and
is unworthy the adoration ofof any
rational being the god of israel itis
above the nation sandsaad the time is com-
ing when every kingdom and organiza-
tion which will not serve and obey
him will utterly perish from the face
of the earth

A TANNER WANTS WORK
PROVO CITY aug 1886

editor deseret news

will you please put this in your pa
per for me I1 am a new comer thismerandasumsummer and a stranger I1 would like
to know if any of the towns or villages
want to get a man to run a tannery lorfor
them I1 have the tools but no money
I1 have been 25 years at the trade in allailits branches I1 would go at once as I1have no work to do address wmwin
H younyoung tanner and currier provo
city utah county utah

ex mayor latrobe baltimore md
says the best cough medicine is redstar cough jurecure dr samuel K cox
D Ddofof washington D GC after a
careful analysis pronounced itft purely
vegetable and most excellent for
throat troubles prices twenty irecentscento a bottle


