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JOHN THE BAPTIST

fefa the gospel narrative concerning
of john the baptistbaptist it is stated

dAt johnijohn on one occasion sent two of
M disciples to jesus to ask him the
fractioni n art thou he that should come
awW look wevre for another upon this
text gome have formed the opinion that
11 mind of john the baptist had be
conieobie darkened so much so that he did
wmfx know that jesus was the christ
the writer differs from this view and
bbegsats to submit some of hisbis reasons for
soiio downstl

1inaththeegarstfirst place the parents of john
tre both righteous before god itt

0o announced to them by an angel
amt they should have a son inin answer

that this son should
vikZ fiher with the holy ghost from the
festfiM moment of his existence

facochebfbco john was old enough to leave
his parents hebe went into the desert and
rremained4 d I1therehere under the tuition of
thoseWangelicse beings whose mission I1it
aras to instruct him inin all the divine

y ries otof the kingdom of heaven
theible lullfull time hadbad come for him

1

to
among the people and then

alse word of the lord came unto him
he was to com

enneisenceisR8 mission saying repent ye
n opda of heaven is at hand

09 rebaptism of repentance ioforr
of sins and saso powerful

cove was hisbis preaching that
aierJier wentwen touaput to nimhim aan the regions

about jordan and were baptized
annaJnna contconfessingessing their sins he in

amedd thiethe people thitthat another manmai
add followbiow him much more mighty

who would baptize them with
11loly oostghost soon after this jettisjasus

himself among the multitude
aa ceacandidatebdate for baptism but john

a 11I have more neeneedd 19to be baptized
thee

k

and tthouhbu tometo me and
r saiddaufferdSsufferuffer it to bbee so now for
s it4 becomeacom fh us to fulfill all right
gas although john knew jesus

ilhisis
1 baptism yet there remained

another and moreingre powerful testimony
wiathia which he had been

mafle acquaintedw while in the wilderness
wa that when he should baptize the

0 hebe should see the holholy
boost descending from heaven and restrest
j n him like a dove so that no
lOSstae mightalight occur for john bad al-
readyay 1baptized many men and there
afi no external difference between jesus
ai others therefore it was absolutely
cepura that john should have the

knowing him beyond the pos
dwity 0btT a doubt and john bear
9card sayingsaiY ing 1I saw thespirit descend

like a dove and it abode upon
armssa

th phariseesphilPharisrisnesees onn onen occasion5 askede
k why he baptized if he was not the
st he answered them saying
ere one among you whom
noww not he it is who coming sifterafter
is preferred before me the next

john seeth jesus coming tto0 hiimand
t behold the lamb of god which

ceth away the sins of the world I1
He should be made manifest to
ther elom am I1 come baptizing

waterr

now it is evident that at this time
the mission of johnjohneaswagwas Wailhearingring its
close it isii also evident that jesus did
not connect his ministerial labors with
those of john for the evangelist makes
the statement that jesus was baptizing
at enon near salem and some person
brought the information to john his
reply was he must increase but I1
must decrease he evidently knew
that his mission was soon to end

soon after this herod laid hold on
john and cast him into prison now
it was told john in the prison the works
that christ did and hebe sent two of his
disciples saying art thou he that
should come or look we for another
the auquestionestion arises here who was
johns first informant who was it thathat
told john in the prison the work which
christ did andand why did not john ac-
cept the testimony of the first why
should john after all the evidence he
had received ocbe under the necessity of
sending hisbis disciples to jesus to ask the
above questions it is not probable that
john had lost the knowledge lidhe
haddad received from almighty god con
corningberning jesus being the christ the
most reasonable conclusion the writer
caucan arrive at is that those men whom
john sent xoto jesujesus to ask this qquestion
we e some of hishii new conconvertsverbs which
hebe had madealade just previousevious to his beibeingn9
ccastst into prprison theshes might bbee men
who bad had an acquaintance with
afijesussus who had seanseen adono miracle wrought

for0 r john did no miracle john diwknew
that his earthly mission was terminat-
ing and in order to save his new con-
verts

con-
vers from doubt and disappointment
andd probably apostasy

I1

sent them to
jesus in order that they might be bene
fitted by the information sought

if john could not know from all the
evidence he previously had received
how could he accept toethe statement olof
these disciples onoa such an important
matter and if these men did not have
a testimony stronger than that indica-
ted in the text viz that of seseeing
allmiracleseracles wrought then the wwholehoehnle

multitude present at the tunetime had the
same testimony and the recital of what
they had seen could not be con
elusive to john the mere fact that
these two men had seen a supernatural
phenomenon could be of but little ser-
vice to john it it is admitted that
john sent those men to obtain informa-
tion for himself it isit admitted also that
all the heavenly light he had received
all the spirit and power of elias which
he formerly possessed must have become
as a flickeringng wick ready to be extin-
guishedguished by the slightest gust

should something have happened by
which those disciples could not have re-
turned to john to impart the result of
their visit to christ then john must
have died without knowing whether
jesus was the christ or not and his
condition would have been much more
hopeless than the dying malefactor
who while jesus was dying by his side
addressed himim as lord and requested
0tobeo be remembered when jesus should
come in his kingdom furthermore if
johnfohn should have died without a knowl-
edge of this important fact then he
could not haviehave eternal life as eternal
life is obtained through a knowledge of

1godod and his son jesus christ whom
to knowow is life eteneternallal

another reason why I1 do abt believe
that john became darkenedened in his mind
aandd was under the necessity of sending
his disciples to jesus to get information
for himself is the very strong testimony
of jesus himself to the divinity of
johns mission the lord says con-
cerning him verily I1 say unto you
among them that are born of women
there has not arisen a greater than john
the baptist 0

jesus declared to the people that
john was more than a prophet in
what particular the text does not state
the prophet joseph smith in a dis-
course delivered may 24 1843 touches
upon this subject after naming his
text the prophet said someone had
jackedasked him the meaning of the expres-
sion of jesus among themtheat born of
women there has not arisen a greater
thanhan john the baptist and he said he
ladhad promised to answer it in public
and would do it then it could not
have been he said on account of the
miramiraclesclep he performed for mausejohnohn did nona
miracle but it was firstfirs because he
was entrusted with a divine mission of
preparing the way before the face of
thehe lord who was entrusted with
such a mission before or since mo
man Ssecond he was trusted and it
was required at his hano to baptize the

on of man whoever oiddid that who-
ever had such a great privilege or
glory whoever ledlea the son of god
into the waters of baptism beholding
the holy ghost descending upon him
hin the sign of a dove no man third
johnohn at that time waiwas the only legal
administrator holding all the keys of

there was on the earth the
keys the kingdom the power and
the glory had departed from the jews
indand john the son zacharias by the
authorityiutaut horitybority and decree of heaven held
thehe keys of power at that time

in alluding to the prophecies
that a messenger should be sent before
the face of the lord to prepare wishis
way positively says this isis hebe lukiluke
thetthe evangelist says that they the peo
polepie justifiedjusti hed god being baptized whahtheithe baptism of johnohn also that the

1 phariseesPharis ees and lawyers rejected the
counsel of gradgod aagainstainest themselves not
being baptized of john

from the foregoing wrw infer that Ggodod
had counseled the people to be bap-
tized with the baptism of john other
wise they could not have rejected the
counsel the announcement of the
angellAngel gabriel to zachariasZachanas was that
he shall be great in the sight of the

lord and he shall be filled wath the
holy ghost even from his mothers
womb and many otof the children of
israel shall he turn to the lord their
god and he shall go before him in
the spirit and power otof elias to turn
the hearts of the fathers to the children
and i he disobedient to the wisdom of the
just to make ready a people prepared
for the lord the prophecy of
zacharias was and thou child shall be
called the prophet of the highest torfor
thou shall go before the face of the
lord to prepare his way

all testify to the greatness of john
andandt therebereisis not one sentence which
affords the slightest reason to believe
that he became darkened in his mind
or lost the knowledge that thesusjesus was
the christ on the day thatat he was
beheaded he held the keys of his priest


