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A GRAVE QUESTION.

HUNAX 0ffairs are rapidly attaining a
condition of ipcomparable perplexity.
Before & great while, judging from the
shepe events and conditlons are &s-
snming, thizs important gnestion will
he forced uponr mankind: Ishnman
wisdom edequate for the gipantic task
ot lezislating s0 as to effectively con-

trol kaman avarice?

That this apiiity exists in man aside
from_ direct communication vrith the
Crea n the lizcht of the general drift
of 10@tal concerns, may well be
doubted. The buman ibgennity equal
to the formulstion of lawd for the pro-
per regulation of society is constantly
met and overcome by a counter ability
to evade their application,

Tuat this question is a Mving oune is
not only snepgested by the multitudin-
ous ingtances of the gragping tor pelf
and power by one clase of people, all
over the world, to the detriment aund
misery of the others, but also by at-
tempts that are being made to meet
the subject and grapple with it. Re-
ypablic theugh it be, tn no country I8
the unscrnpulous pursnit of weuwlth
And its concentration among classes
more cousplcnous than in this; hence
the jncreasing agitatioe of the suhject
relating {0 the prevention or curtail-
went .of massivefortnnes.  Men are
tuinkini of meilkods that wiil cure the
Anancial, wrongs that are Rrowinog
every day more and more glaring,'but
no sugecstion has been Mmade thap will
$0 mnoch 43 touch the subject.

Bome of our readers a&re aware of
the discussion thet 18 going on in this
country in reference Lo the advisabll-
ity of inserting a clause in the Consti-
tution for the purpose of limiting for-
tnnes, by providing that no person
within the beundaries of the Unlted
Biates shall own or possess beyond a
stated smonnt. Altbough this ques-
tlon has been recemtly asitated the
subject 18 not new, heving, &3 we un-
derstand it, been suggesied nearly ten
years zgo, by Rooert Rodrey, pay-
master of the United States Navy.
That gentleman formulated and gave
10 the public, as a proposed cobstitu-
tional amendment, oo X¥ebrnary 2,
1870, the fodlowing:

*No cluizen or resident or iuvestor,
inanyof the States, Terrltorics or
District, comprising the United States,
shall be permitted to possess, inali
kinds of property, an aggregate value
of more than ten millions of dollass:
which sum sba!l be the limi; of private
property in avy individual, joiot indi-
vidual, gusardlan, trustee, or ogher
form or device ef private estate own-
ership. And whengver or wherever
sutch private ownership, or holding,
shall be fonnd to exceed the limit
above named, tne sarpins shull ail be
vondenined as & puiiic unisance end a
pnblicc{)ern. and Lo accordingly con-
tiscated toto toe Ubnited States Creas-
ury; from which it shall be, from time
to time, epportioned amoopg all the
State Treasurles. And iboStates, etc.,
shall, each and ali, enforce the amend-
ment by necessary or penul legisiation:
Ieiling which, Congress shall so en-
force it."”

The aulbor of this proposed petch
upon the Constitution appended the
following lo the torm of a note;

“‘Archcoveters,under the above com-
pulsion, would divide their surplus
amoug thelr relatives and friends, und"
stop the excessive Absorblug. ‘Che’
Iramers ci the Constitution wouid un-
doubtedly have provided some soch
common-sense restriction, bad tbgy
foreseen the evil. Unlimited greed
wonld not then heve indulged in five
thousand mlilions railroad-watering;
for which, by corresponding fares and
freights, + we 1must be taxed till
1ooin."

It is evident that Mr. Rodney’s mind
has, on. this snbject, taken up one jline
of thought angl investlgatlon—the in-
tended efect of such an amendment.

Ao

Had 'his mind been 4 double-
lens arrangement, he wvould
have been able to see that the

man B mammoth fortune conld evade
by the very process he prescrioed for
him, the operation of suct an enact-
ment—the distribotion among retatives
und friends. This bejue & day of trusts
and combines 1L wouald be cugy for the
American Uradsus 10 make his reiatives
und friends so0 many receptacles or
holders, tor his benetlt, of his surplus
doests. Thus such an amendment and
euactments made in conformity with
t could be overridden or evaded by
the constant conilict zoing on between
the gbility to legislate for the regala-
tiof®al affaira and the jvgenuity to
evade 1aws made gud provjdad for that
parpose.

Ip  its general affairs  the
world tppesrs hastenlng to &

after the ordeal of terrible experience,
men will be ready to be taught of God
the troe priociples of government, and
seelog their besuty, readily conform to
their conditions.

SUCCESSFUL TYFPE-SETIING
MACHINE.

1IN the msnufactore of paper, and inp
aevery branch of the printing and pub-
llshing businesa, save that of type-
getting, zreat improvements have been
made, especially dnring the present
‘century, But the art of type-setting
i3 snbstaptially in the 2ame condition
today,in most printing establishments,
that it was when movable types were

flrst nsed. Many inventors have racked
thelr brains in the effort to devise &
machige which would replice *'ye in-
tellizent compositor.”” Wires, levers
and.springs have ofted been arranged
in such & manner &3 to grasp Lthe
meaning of *‘copy’’ as well 23 mapy
of the geous referred to appear
to do; but the obstacles which’
have most puzzled lnventors, are the
distribution of the type after being set
and used, and the *‘justifying’’ of the
lines. ' In other words, several ma-
-chines have been lavented and used
which wonld set.the type, but it has
been neceasary to distribute it, in the
old way. . Another portion of the work
of setting type, which has hitberto
been done by hand exclusively, is the
“jostifying,” or epaciog out to tde
proper length of the lines.
Bui a machine has at leppth been 8o
far perfected that it will do xll the
work of sctting and distributing the
type, except “justifying.” It is calied
“The Thorn type-setting aod dis-
tributing machize,’® and has been in
use tor some wopths in_the _office of
the Hartford (Comm.) Evening Post,
Wa are in recelpt of a copy of \nat pi-
per dated the firat inst., whichcontains
engravings and a foil description of
tbe Thory machine, coupled with the
statement that atl of the readiug mat-
ter of the'issne was set by the ma-
chine. A8 *this inventiou is u great
stride in the direction of cheap aod
repld type-setting€, which mesans
cheaper and more abundant resding
matter, We subjoina part of the de-
scription of 1t given by the Post:

“The Thorne Type-sgettiug machine
consists of two iron cylinders, about
fifteen inches in dizsmeter, placed per-
pendicniarly one above the other, in
the external surface of each of whica
are cut lopgitudinaliy ninety channels
or receptacles for the types which are
to be nsed in it, Within tbe charnels
of the lower. ¢ylinder are loserted
‘wards,’ or small steel projectious ex-
tending in various relative positions
through their estire length, waich cor-
respoud respectively with *picks'spec.
inlly made in the type—~the ;;nrpose of
which is, in distributing the letters, to
aummancnllf divert each letter from
the mase of letters jn the upper or
distribnting cylindelr to it8 appropriate
place in the lower or setting-cylinder,
go that each channel in the latter sbaill
receive types of 'only.the particular
character intended for and adapled to
it. T'he workof dlstribulion is thus
carried on automatically by therevolu-
tlon of the upper cylinder upon ii8
axis, which in rapid syccesgion places
the varions types in phsition to be re-
leased from the distributipg-cylinder,
when they instantly drop ot their owo
wetght 1nto orderly position in the
setiing-cylinder, as above ipdicat-
ed. 'The type settlng 8 per-
former! by- manipulations uopon
4 key board on which the charzcters
of the laoguage are represented, very
much &s upon an ordinary type- writer.
These keys commnnicate directly with
the sutting cylinder phove mentloned,
eich stroke of a key releasing o letter,
and, by the ald of & revolving disc,
tranzferringit from its chaonel in the
clyllndcr to its place 1o the continlous
Ifne of reading matter which the oper-
ator is '‘setiing.’” This continuens
line is broken up into shorter lines and
justified 1o a proper lenpgth for the
colomns of a pewspaper or thepages
of a book, according to the work on
which the machine is emplayed..

The process of distrlbuting the types
ig carried on, a8 before indicated, aut-
omatically,and with very mnch greater
rgpidity tasp, and at the same time
with tne setting. When the setting
cyliuder is full the distributing cylinder
ceasdes o revolve, but nay be started
agaiglinstantly at the will of the oper-,
ator §henever It becomes necessary to
replenizsh the former; ond thns the
distributing mechanism 18 active or at
rest according to the demand made
upon it by tie activity of the operator.
It is an exceedingly interesting featnre
of the macbine, which alone gives it

3
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the motorand the steam epngine wnlch
furnishes power for the muchineryin
the preas room, 25 & provision ugainst
po8sibie- detention by adccident to
either source. They nare so light run-
ning that e single horse power is sufli-
cient tor balf & dozen machinres.™

Severa]l leadiog newspapers in the
coautry are naving portions of thelr

.ggpe get by mzculnery, bat the Hart-

rd Evening Post |8 the tirst to entire-
ly dispense with hand composition.
From the success of the Thorne ma-
chine 1t woald appear that the days of
manuscript ~ maker’s worst foe, the
compositor, are ngmnbhered; spd that
to earn a Jivellnoo*he mnst segk some
other ceiling. DBut thig evil, if it be an
gvil, will probebly be in pert compgn-
suted by toe fact that & new emply-
ment will be opened to girlg and wo-
men, thousands of whoni are likely to
to he wanted as operators of type-set-
ting nschines.

WILLIAM'S WARLIKE WAYB.

ExrEror WiLLiaM, of Germany, liko
his iilustrons grandfather, evidently
supports the Napoleonic theory of Pro-
videncs belog on the slde of the heavi-
est battalions, for certain it is that he
seems to rely lurgely, if not entirely,
upon the army es the chief pillar upon
which the pational strocture rests, The
number of times and the vast amounts
of claimsz to the Reichstag for money
fOr nilitary purposcs is greatly in ex-
cess of anrthing of like nature in the

pecent history of Germany, and there
Bl N9 present sympioms 0f.4 pange
being made in this continnal drain wp-
on the pecople. We believe in prepar-
ipg for war in time of peace, and it s &
falr presumption that tbe overwhelm-
ing majority of Witliofh's subjecis have
oo objection to the uallonal uve-

fenses elng made us  uedarly
jmpregndhle ad  psture  apd  art
combined can make them, or

to the army belog kept up to a reason-
able slandard of nomwbers and imme-
diate uvullabiilty; but tt 15 also undis~
puted that as great a majority are dis-
satistled with the conatant levies muade
uzpon their subsiapce in order that the
whola German landscape mir be
flzcked with mllitary eucampments,
that brist)ing bayonets may, glisten on
gvery thorolghtfare god an lmmenge
war footing matntained {p a time that
[s actually paciti¢c.Thls doubtless seems
to' them as it does to most of the re-
matnder of civilized mankind, an car-
rying the preventive idea 10 an ex-
treme, especially in view of the fact
that the complete mobillzatlon of the
entire available forces of the united
empire can be effecled belween

two  Bapbaths. ‘The  question,
then, naturall arises, how
long wiil the youthful Em

i Feror be per-
mitted “¢0! Indulge 10 bis €xpensive
hobby rary to the existing If not
expre Sissent of )Lossibly not less
-than tifed<rourths of his subjects?
QOne ~ihe poticeable things politi-
cally in the Fetherland of late basbeen
the comparetive irfrequency with
which Prince Blsmarck’s nsme?® nas
been Mmentioned. His practical re-
tirament has not bean the resuit af old
age, infirmities, dlssatisfaction or any-
thing of that nature; and tha question
remains open 28 to whether ar not he
has been surpassed in his own wmeth-
ods—if, ie fine, he is bot oai-Bis-
warcked by lus ranking officer. Then
anoiner

agreement will lead to a dlsagrée-
ment. Things im this life
erally run that way, It being
quite frequently the casc that the
student snrpasses the preceptor, and
in learning not wlrely bit 100 well he
produces a resuit vasily st varlance
with the ene sui)posed to be reached
by the commiogliog or associstion ol
harmobnicus elements. While it Is true
that paraile]l lines never become fur-
ther divided than at the startingpoint,
it is equally true that when human be-
ings imbuoed with the spirit of the
world, pirsning the same ends by the
same mathods, are used as simlles for
such lines, tbey do not #s a role get
nearer together.

Military strength is potwhat crushed
France as an eggshell in a herculean
grasp, eighteen yeurs ago. It wasa
great factor 1o that counsummatlon, of
course—perhaps the greatest; but it
was not all, and withoat the other
cilements accompauying 11, world
have been comparutively wesk
in frout of the Jmmense ar-
mies of Napoleon. The great in.
gredients in tkc power which hurled
thede back a6 3 tempest sweeps away
the leaves of a forest were the nnanim-
ity of purpoge, the unpurchesed and

srect adventage over hénd work, that
no time {3 required to '‘fill the cases,"
the antomatic distributing cylioder
readerfpg the supply of types in the
semngb cylinder contingous and jnex- |
hsustidble.

Thres persons are required to oper-
ate cach mechine: one at the Key-
hoard, a second 1o bregk up and justt-
fy the lines, and the third to Keep the
distribnting-cylinder “loaded’ and
malntain a general supervision. With
expert help one machine will set and
distribute six thousand ems per hour,
or from flve to six times a8 mach as
the most rapid hand compositor. The
work 18 not particularly Jaborlons,abd
it 13 found by experience that {ntelli-

arisis, The Gglmiuatiun will douobt.

unforced determination, and the un-
selfish loyaity to their coentry and
their cause which eharacterized the
German soldiers. Theae quslitles, ad-
ded to a Jofty type of courage, intelll-
ent obedlence to authority, natoral
ardihood and superier military skill,
made the armies of united Germany
invincible.- How significant It 18 that
the positions of the two natlons have
become almost completely reversedt
The enforced discipline, uncessiog
qui pive gnd enormons expendlitnres
peve -peen transferred to Germany;
wh!je tne quite, patriotic, willing an
comparatively inexpensive armament
of the nation—alwsys ready but never
willing to strike the firai hlow~—=are

qonestlon  would caturally:
arise, as to whether or not.so much

zen-

might be gulled straweindicaticg {rom
what gquarter ithe wind comes; and
patting all things together, it does not
requlre the gift of prescience to epable
one to arrlve at the conclusion that
Ffurepe has mot recovered irom the
great shock of two years or less Ago,
when for ‘= timo the accidental dis-
charge of a peasant’s sghotpun on the
Austrian frontier might have precip-
itated a war whese outcome would
huve desolated npations and erased
geographical lines as mever before;
only now the explosive conditionia in
better control,

.

A POEYT'S RELIGION.

FEW contemporaneons poets are at-
tractiog more attention than is Mrs-
Ebla Wheeler Wllcox. Her poems and
prose writings axpress a healtuful
morality, 3 deep understanding of
human natore, & genulue phllagtbro-
Eh}', apd 2 hatred of vice, shams and
ypocrisy, in addition to literary and
poetic genius of a very high erder. An
eagtern jonroal ponblishes what por-
orts to be a declaration of her re-
irlous taith as made by herself, shich
will strike the reader who I8 temillar
with the Iady's writings &8 quite char-
acteristic ol her:

] helieve that the nniverse was cra-
ated apd 18 rpled by s great intelll-
gence which is the spirit ot love—com-
meoply ¢called God. This intelligence
desires all created things tuv live in
bharmony, industry, gratitode, cleanli-
ness and nuseltishness, Whoever de-
parts one lota from any one ef Lhese
laws must suffer and cause euffer-

g, I believe 1n progressive
finmortallty . and in 3 Bsacces-
sfon of lives here or on other

planets, I believe the spirit lives for-
ever and cannot decay or die., Ine
tleve that after the death of the body
those wbo hive wandered from the
laws of the Creator, wlil be obliged to
accnpy & low plica in the next worid
and be separated from those who lived
Lroe to principle, and that they mast
begin the dreary labor of.reformation
slong with thelr awakened con
scitnces,”

Mra. Wheeler belleves certain thicgs
which were peculiar to the faith of
Latter-day Salnts uctil recent years,
end which were firat tanzhti to the
world in thls age by them. The exact
and lnexorahle operation of the laws
of truth and jostice, and reformatlon
after death, are among the idess ac-
cepted by Mre. Wllcox, whbich for a
long time were pecullar to *‘Mormon®’
theolozy.

DE LESSEPS WEEPS,

Trv dispatches now atate that M. De
Lesseps bas received substantial aid
for the prosecation of hls Panama
Canal scheme, a popular movement |

baviog bean generated and the govern-
ment having given legialative assist-
apce. It is annonnced today thata
measare will be introduced in the
Chamber of Deputies pestponing the
payment of the jnterest on ihe bonds
notil 1893. When the veteranm camal-
builder attempted to tell 8 gathering
of nlafriends about hls good fortune,
De burat into tears and they were also
affected. There kas not, we presome,
been any donbt as to Lessera’ hooesty
and bellef in the feasibility of his
proféct; but at this distance, with all
the obstacles taken into cobsiderstion,
itiooks asthough every pnrse in France
wonld bave to he emptled before the
waters of the Atlantlc and the Pacific
blended in B common receptacle at the
Isthmus., The expense and difficulty
of the work are beyond ordlnary com-
prehension.

STRIKING DEVELOPMENTS.

OxcE ina while the Parnell commis-
slon strikes a witeess that sends home
some damaglng testimony against the
operations of the Irish Land Leaguc.
That was the kind of evidence obtained
yesterday from the fellow named
Bucknoey, whe stated under oath that
be had been hired to assapsinate a
man nan:_}‘ed Roach, who had jocurred
| the displeasnre of that organization.
Accordlpg to hls assertlons the
Leagne arranged for the proving of an
alibi wheb the bloody deed should be
consnmmated. The witness gave not
only some of the infernal details,but the
names of parttes implicated,so thatthe
story conld now be faorther corrobor-
ated, or else disproved ‘by more ex-
tended inquiry. The witness coolly
informed the comm!ssion how he pre
pared to kill Roach—by the practice of
ahooting at a stone about the size of a
man’s head, .

Fortunately for Roach, when the
opportunity - peemed favorable for
slsying him, the revolver refused to go
off. Thore was no retosal ln that line
on the part of Roach, who went off
netast a8 his legs could carry bim,
with fear a5 a strong motive power,

The statement of Buckney that he
hed Fract!ced shooting at & atone
shout the size of & man'a head
created. & sensation in thecommis-
sion, We are prepared to venture e
remsark to the efect that that sensatlon

murder and secret conspiracy such a
sinister jncldent hardly creates aripple
of sensation beyond the ;fhlegmat.ic
bods known as the.-Parpell Commia-
310D. In the days away back, when
things are now presumed to bave been
somewhat dark aund benighted, suel
dolugs would bave cagsed onr grand-
tatners to wonder that such depravity
should exlst. Heace the Goy Fawkes
plot was uanded down =s a circum-

stapce a4t  which to shudder.
It was held up for a ' gen-
eration or two as something ‘to

pe wondered at and remembered, as-
pecially by the youth. Now the yonpg
people can take up a dally paper and
read in the topics of the day sbont
events that cast it into the shade, and
it fwon't affect them 8o much as to
diminish their appetite for breakfass.

Thua the world moves apace, aod
men apd women, 68 & rale, fail to rec-
ognize the signiticance of things a8
they are, or to resson forward and
drﬁ\‘wh]ogical joferences as to what they
wil be.

=

$‘BLOCHS OF FIVE."

DURING the Presldential campalgn
Col. Dudley, one of the lieutenants on
the Republican stde, toek great inter-
68t in the vesnit is Indiana; infact,

he cocfined his attentlons to that State.
The result was acarcely reached be-
fore the New York Horid created a
sensetion by publishing a letter from
the Colopei—at least ope with his
pame atiached to {t—to & local mana-
geriu the Hoosler State,eiving explicit
instructions regarding the “‘fostlog
vole' how It was to be purchased,
controlled, eéic. Amony othertninga,
trusiy alds were to be uippoloted and
those whose votes bhad been: guly
pought ead pald for were ta be ar-
ranged in “blocks of five," and berded
off and rounded up at the polls, not to
be released till the Republican ticket
bhad been duoly voted as agreed,
A mere denial of this would have
dene no good At such 3 time,
sa the orld weas promised =
tibel suit for linmense damages. This
provoked only 2n outbnrat of con-
telnptucus deliapce from ‘the creat
newspaper; inore than uhis, it invited,
induced, urged Col. Dudley to pregp
nis suit and to bringat 2t once: but He
1id pot and has pot, and the World hes
seen “*sending him to jall,” so far as
aeadilnes cau do such athiog, ever
sioco, The grand jury have the matter -
in hand and it has been announced in
the dispatches that an indictment
wounld surely be found, perhaps bhas
been before this. "‘Blocks of five’’ has
already been quoted so often im the
east that it is getting '‘chestnutiy ;!
and whenéver our readers s8ee it they

will know its origin.

TWO GRAND ARMIES.

THE defection in tde ranks of 'the
Grand Army of the Hepublic, which
was so strongly decrled by the prom-
inent men of the order, seems to be a
reility and one of conslderable ‘pro-

portiops at tbat, It was organizedand
is balog cerried torward by Deno-
cratic veterang, whose cease of action
is the clgim that during the Presiden-
tial campaipn the G. A. R. was uasad
a8 & political machive to aid the Re-
ublican cause, General Palmer; -of
Hinois, who ran for Governor of hia
stote and went ahesd of the electoral
ticket 10,000 votes, seema to have
gtarted the nprisiuz. be claiming,
ghortly atter the election, that the ex-
soldlers bhad besn used thioogh
the instrumentality of the or-
gapizatlon to defest him, apd
that® but for tms he wonld
have been elected. This was followed
by an organized revolt in Indiana and
g% unavailipg effort to induce it to dis-
bund; sethat we Bave now the regulsar
G. A. R. (practically Republican) and
the Democratic G. A. R. Following is
the latter's declaration of principles:

“The underaigned,believing that it is
the duty of every good citizen to take
not only a deep interest but also an
actlve part in the political sfiairs of
the conntry and tne contibual pros-
parity of 1ts institutions, require for
their pregervation that the policy and
characie” of the government shall be
determined,and gnided by the princi-
ples of the Demecratic party,and in
order to add to the organized streogth
of the Democratic party have formed
themaselves into a Demecratic Union
Soldiers’ and Saflors’ Veteran- Asso-
ciation of Indiana." i

Gen, Koont7, & prime mover*s the
affair, says with reference thereto
that the Hepublicens have attempted
to belittletpe strength of the move-
ment, but the Democrats vnderstand
tae sitnation, There have been s num-~ .
cer of withdrawals from the Grand
Army. “I shall withdraw from my
post this week,' ;ke says. “All the
Democratic Grand Army men Wil not
withdraw &t once, but they will grad-
ually leave the order and enroll them-
selves with the Demeocrata. lfany one
thinks that he can stay in the Grand
Army andalso he a& member of the
Democratic organizaiiof, Do objec-
tions will be offered, butl e two or-
ders cannot work in harmony, and
separation, absolate and permancpt,
wiil finally result. The new assoela~
tlon will be benefelal, but the.maln
idea is to advance the loterests ot the

Democratic party,State and National,"



