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rddutyuta it was to protect thath life of a citi-

zenZan and to kill or arrest more often to
kill the buccaneer who dared show
Ushis I1face out of the mesquitemee quite then the
service was organized and equipped as
an army and combined the functions
of national with those of the
pose comitatus

up to ten years ago the personnel of
the service was conspicuous by its
eminent gentility the best blood of
texas volunteered through that spirit
of adventure that led their fathers to
the turbulent state and it was con-
sidered a local distinctdistinctionio 9 to be known
astt an aexex rangerkanger PY itft was in fact
in the great majority of oasescases a pass-
port toco the highest social circles oiof the
state another class of its member-
ship were aspiring oungnoung men from
the east who bad taken horace
greelegsgreeleysGreeleysIs advice and gone west ex-
pecting soon to become the cattle
kings that spring from the florid
imagination of the novelist and
dramatist but who in the majority of

r instances soon learned that the life of
a baneer was more thrilling and
active than that of a restaurant waiter
someborne of the newspaper men
in the united states were college
graduates who got a still better educa-
tion in the ranger service and
notably lais this true of the members of
the press ofef new york new orleans
and texas Gfgunterinter the author of
those two lurid attempts at novel
writing mr potter of texas
and mr barnes of new york is
said to have served an enlistment as a
rangerbanger jenningsof new york did
the same thing but the most
famous of all the early or
latter day rangersbangers is col john
8 ford now awaiting the last
burlebugle call at ban antonio
almost in penury and want he is
known to fame as rip ford and
many is the story that the dime novel-
ist has woven round his name col
ford laIs past seventy years in age but
hisbis frame is as erect and his gaitas spry
as the average mans of fifty there tois
little exaggeration in the claim for hhimI1 m

K that he bad been in more hot fights in
the broad open open prairies on the
burning sausands and in the thorny chap
parralparra has had more handband to hand

noe with indians mexicans
and banditcdite has made more hair-
breadth escapes and has a greater
number of notches in the handle of his
trusty coitus than any man in the
west andA nd yet he toie not a rough or
uncouth character on the contrary
he Is a man of more than usual polish
of manner and mental accomplish-
ment when he was not in the field he
was at Aust inthe capital editing a pa-
per that bad an influence in itsito limited
spherephere equal to any of the monster

metropolitan sheets of today general
hamilton P bee brother of that flam-
ing genius of war who with an auda-
city superb led the terribly destruc-
tive charge of the confederates at man-
asser and when expiring from a
wound on the field inspired
his men to still more vic-
ious battle bybv shouting on
metalmen see jacksonjacison standing like
a stovestone calil is another of the old
time rangersbangers and who attained the
rank of brigadier in the confederate
army hyby that same intrepid bravery
that distinguished him when a young
man in the rangerbanger service gen bee

is enjoying the mellow years yet re
to hishie princely life at sanbin

antonio surrounded by few of the
luxuries to which men of such note
are usually accustomed save the af-
fection of his family and a large circle
of friends

the latter day rangerbanger as stated
above differs widely from his prede-
cessor the same high order of nerve
and intrepidity is essential to him but
hebe has deteriorated in those other
characteristics pointed out with the
constantly diminishing strength and
importanceIMPortance of the services the ad
Jautantautant gereral of the state is still the
commanderamander of the force but he haabaa
under him only three companies
officofficeredbred with a captain two lieuten-
ants and one sergeant each the entire
number in active service being less
than one hundred the one battalion
into which the three companies are
combined is18 neverdever mobilized nor are
the pompcompaniesanies often kept together
they are divided into squads
of0 from three to ten men and are sta-
tioned in those sections of the state
where lawlessness is most rampant or
most liable to break out it is marvel
louslone how the bare presence of these
RangRangercerp who are now little less than
deputy sheriffs quells disorder in-
stances are known in the last few years
where sheriffs with posses of fifty or a
hundred deputies have been utterly
powerless to quiet a mob and restore
order until a squad of eight or ten
rangersbangers and sometimes even lessism
dashed into the towns on their wiry
little ponies and at once the mobs dis-
persedpersedandand the riot ended shawe80 awe
inspiring are these men of the buckskin
pants and winchester holsters that
oftentimes the mere threat of calling
them out is sufficient to strike such
terror to the lawbreakers as to cause
them to immediately come around to
the side of the peace conservatorsconservatoryconserva tors

the chief duty of the ringer in
texas at the present time tois therefore
to be ever ready to mount his horse
and fly he must be able to
endure long marches in the sad-
dle and it tois no uncommon
wing for him to travel eighty
miles between sun and sun
across bald prairie over precipitous
hillsbills through deep cancanyonsYone fording
rivers wading lakeslake and Juglagoons
mowing down a path through thick
mesquite and cactus leaping ditches
etc but above all he must be quick
on the trigger and sure of aim

when hebe shoots hebe shoots to kill
he keenly realizes when entering
the service that he tois wearing his life
on his sleeve and that he has only the
most desperate men to deal with he
knows too the dangers of ambush
and views every mott with suspicion
lest it explode and kill him he tois as
alert as a oatcat and sitssite in hisbis saddle
with the grace of an indian his am-
bition tois if hebe be of the better class to
so impress his personality on the com-
munity where hisbis presence may be
needed as to stand in the line of pro-
motion when the county sheriff tois to
be elected and floeo it tois that the majori-
ty of western texas sheriffs of today
were but recently rangersbangers

NEW YORK march 29 the republ-
icans carried the municipal elections
at utica and little fallsfall today

THE AGLER BANQUET

the banquet tendered general
alger at the templeton yesterday
afternoon was a brilliant affair it
took place in the spacious and beauti-
fully decorated diniro room on one of
the upper floors general alger sat
at the head of at his right was
judge zane while governor thomas
sateat on his left john M zane
wisswas seated at the foot of the table upon
which there was a most magnificent

of edibles and natural flowers
in addition to the gentlemen named
therehere were present about fifty promi-

nent republicans among whom were
noticed the following marshal par
sons judge miner assistant unitedur cited
states prosecuting attorney stevensRtevens
houhon james sharp W H rowe
heber M wells arthur brown 8
J kelyon barlow ferguson arthur
pratt harmell pratt john henry
smith attorney harrington presi-
dent donnellan of the chamber of
commerce judge bartch colonel
sells JJJ J geoghegan ben eldredge
judge bennett J C graham

it was not until the last edition ot the
NEWS hadbad gone to press that the
speaking commenced mr kenyon
delivered the address of welcome
general alger responded to it in a
happy and pertinent manner he re
berred 4 the wonderful resources of
this most prosperous territory but
thought that our citizens could not be
really proud and happy until utah was
made a state when it became a state
it would be one of the brightest stars
in the national galaxy and he trusted
it would be in accord with republican
principles

governor thomas spoke interest-
ingly in response to the toast of our
country

in response to the toast our territ-
ory heber M wells read an original
and ingeniously written poem ana was
loudly and warmly applauded

with this the banquet ended and the
general was driven quickly to the
effice of the utah commissionC and not

to the executive mansion as stated in
a morning contemporary

inthein the meantime the ladiesladles visited
the tabernacle where they were sub-
sequently joined by the general and
his friends the party here listened to
a brief informal concert

on the introduction of general
alger to the orandgrand army Volvolunteers
at the rooms ot the utah commission
department commander prankfrank hoff-
man

hod-
man addaddressed him

in so dafft he opened the valves of
his storehouse of hate and bitterness
towards the mormon I people declar-
ing that they were disloyal to the nagflag
disobedient to the mandates of the gov-
ernment andancl disregardful of the duties
and obligations of american citizens

general alger replied briefly and
boldlycoldly and the unhappy affair came to
an unpleasant and disgraceful termin-
ation

at 6 pwpm the party left over the riobio
grande western for their home in de-
troit michigan

NOTES

charles NyeNy stromer a young olvilcivil
engineer of stockholm has been ap-
pointed chief sanitary engineer at


