duty it was to protect tha life of a citi-
zen and to kill or arrest (more often to
kill) the buccaneer who dared show
his face out of the mesquite. Then ihe
service was organized and equipped as
an army, and combined the functioues
of oational defense with those of the
posse comitatns. '

Up to ten years ago the personnel ot
the service was conepicuous by lte
«mipent gentility. The beat blood of
Texas volunteered through tbat spirit
of adventure that led their fathers to
the turbulent State, and it was con-
sidered a loeal distinetiop to be known
as apn ‘‘ex-Ranger.”” 1t was, in fact,

in the great majority of cages, a pass-

rt o the highest social circles of the

tate. Another class of its member-
ship were napiring oung men from
the East who had taken Horace
Greeley’s advice and gone Wesl, ex-
pecting scon to become the cattle
kings that spring from the Bforid
imagination of the novelist and
dramatiat, but who, in the majority of
ipstances, poon learned that the life of
a Rancer was more thrilllng and
active than that of a restaurant waiter.
Bome of the brightest newspaper men
in the United Stntes were college
graduates who got a still hetter educa-
tion in the Ranger service, and
nutably is this true of the members of
the prees gf New York, New Orleans
and Texas. Gunter, the author of
those iwo Jlurid attempts at novel-
writing yclept ©*Mr. Potter of Texas>?
and ‘“Mr, Barpes of New York,” is
said to have served an enlistment as a
Ranger. Jenningsof New York did
the same thing. But perbaps the most
famous of all the early or
datter-day Rangers ia Col. Jobn

. Ford, now awaiting the last
bugle call at San A ntonio,
almost in penury and want. He is

koown to fame =as “Rip” Ford, and
mauny ia the story that the dime novel-
~ ist bas woven round his name. Col.
Ford is past seventy years in age, but
hie frame is a8 erect and his gaitasspry
astbe average man’s of fifty. There is
little exaggeration in the clwim for him
that he bud been in more hot fighte in
the brond open open prairies, on the
burnipg sandsand in the thorny chap-
parrai; has bod more hand to hand
encoupters with Indians, Mexicans
and bandits; -has made more hair-
breadth escapes amd has a greater
number of notches in the handle of his
trusty Colt’s than any man in the
west, And yet he is not a rough or
uncoutbh character., On the contrary,
he is 2 man of more than usual polisb
of manner and mental accomplish-
ment. When he wap not in the fleid he
was at Austin,the capital, editing a pa-
per that had an influence in its limited
sphere equal to any of the monster
metropolitan sheets of today. General
Hamilton P. Bee, brother of that fiam-
tng genius of war who, with an auda-
city superb led the terribly destruc-
tive charge of the Confederates at Man-
asees, and when expiring from a bullet

wound on the field inspired
his men to still more vie-
lous battle by shouting  ¢On,
men! Hee Jackson standing like

a stope walil?? is another of the old
time Rangers, and who attained the
rank of brigadier in the Confederate
army l:y that same intrepid bravery
that distinguished bim when a young
map in the Ranger service. Gen. Bee
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{8 enjoying the mellow years yet re-

maining to hiz princely life at Ssn
Antonio, surrounded by few of the
luxuries to which men of such note
are ususlly accustomed, save the af-
fection of his family and a iarge circle
of friends.

The lafter-day Ranger, as stated
nbove, differs widely from hia prede-
cessor. The same high order of nerve
and intrepidity is essential to bim, but
be has deteriorated in those other
characteristics pointed out with the
constantly diminishing strength and
importance of the servicee. The ad:
jutant-general of the State is still the
commander of the force, but he hags
under him only three companies,
vfficered with n captain, two lieuten-
ants and one sergeant each, theentire
number in active service being lese
than one hundred. The one bhattalion
into which the three companies are
combined is never mobilized, nor are
the gompanies often kept together.
They are divided into equads
of from three to ten men, and are sta.
tioned in those sectione of the Btate
where lawlessness is most rnmpant or
most liable to break out. It is marvel-
lous how the bare presence of these
Rangerr, who are now little less than
deputy sherifts, quells disorder. In-
stances are known in the last few years
where sheriffs with poeses of fifty or a
hundred deputies have been utterly
powerless to quiet a mob snd restore
order until a squad of eight or ten
Rangers, and sometimes even less,
dashed into the towns on their wiry
jittle ponies, and at once the mobs dis-
persed and the riot ended. Bo awe-
inspiring are these men of the buckskin
pants and Winchester holsters that
oftentinies the mere threat of calling
them out is sufficient to strike such
terror to the lawbreakers as to cause
them to immediately come around to
the side of the peace conservators,

Tbe chief duty of the Ranger in
Texas at the present time is therefore
to be ever ready to mount his horse
and fly. He must be | able to
endure long marches In the sad-
dle, and it is po uncommon
tiing for bhim to travel eighty
miles between pun and sun—
across bald prairie, over precipitous
hills, through deep canyons, fording
rivers, wading lakes and lagoons,
mowing down a path through thick
mesguite and cactus, leaping ditches,
etc. But above all he must be gquick
on the trigger and sare of aim.

When he shoots he shoots to kilk
He keenly -Tealizes when entering
the service that he is wearing his life
on his aleeve, and that he has only the
most desperate men to deal with. He
knowe, too, the dangers of ambush,
and views every mott with suspiclon
leat it explodeand kiil him, He is as
alert as & cat, and sita ir his saddle
with the grace of an Indian. His am-

bition is, if he be of the better class, to | 4

so impress his personallty on the com-
munity where his presence may be
needed as to stand in the line of pro-
motion when the county sheriff la to
be elected, and so it is that the majori-
ty of Western Texns sheriffs of today
were hut recently Rangers.

NEw YoRK, March 29.—The Repub-
lieans carried the municipal electlons
at Utica and Little Falls today.
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THE AGLER BANQUET.

The banguet tendered General
Alger, at tbe Templeton yesterday
afternoon was a brilliant affuir. [t
took place in the ppacious and beauti-
fully decorated dinirg room on oneot
the upper flours. (General Alger sat
at the head of thetable. At hisrigh!l was
Judge Zane, while Governor Thomas
sat on his left,. John M. Zane
was sented at the foot of the table, upon
which there wae a most magnificent
speread of edibles and natural flowers.
In addition to the gentlemen named
there were present about fifty promi-
nent Republicans, among whom were
noticed the followivg: Marshal Par-
sons, Judge Miper, Assistant Urited
States Prosecuting Attoroey Btevens,
Hon. James Sharp, W. H. Rowe,
Heber M. Wells, Arthur Brown, 2.
J. Kenyon, Barlow Ferguson Arthar
Pratt, Harmell Pratt, John Henry
Swith, Attorney Harrington, Prest-
dent Donnelian, of the Chamber of
Commerce, Judge Bartch, Colonel
Sells, J.J. Geoghiegan, Ben Eldredge,
Judge Bennett, J. C. Graham.

It was not until the lastedition ot the
N&ws had gone to press that the
speaking commenced. Mr. Kenyon
delivered the address of welcome.
General Alger responded to it in a
happy and pertinent manner. He re-
ferred to the wonderful resourcves, of
this most prosperous Territory, but
thought that our citizens could not be
really proud and happy until Utah was
made a State, when it became a Btate
it would be one of the brightest stars
in ihe national galaxy, and he trusted
it would be in accord with Republican
prineiples.

Governor Thomas spoke interest-
ingly in reaponge to the toast of “*Our
Countiry.”

In reaponse to the toast ‘‘Our Terri-
tory, > Heber M. Wells read an original
and 1ngenlously wrilten poem, And was
loudly and warmly applanded.

With this thebanquet ended, and the
General was driven quickly to the
cfflce of the Utah {“ommission, and not
to the Executive Maneion as atated in
a morning contemporary. : '

In the meantime the ladies visited
the Tabernacle, where they were sub-
stquently joined by the General and
his friends. The party here lstened to
a brief informal concert. i

On tbe intreduction of General
Alger to the Girand Army Volunteers,
at the rooms of the Utah Comumiseion,
Department Commander Frank Hoff-
man addressed him.

I[n so doing he opened the valves of
his storehouse of hate and bitterness
towards the **Mormon?’ people, declar-
ing that they were disloyal to the flag,
dizobedient to the mandates of the gov-
ernment anq disregardfu!l of the dutiea
and obligatlions of American citizens.
General Alger replied briefly and
oldly and the unhappy affair came to
an nnpleasant and disgraceful termln-
ation.

At 8 p.m. the party left over the Rlo
Grande Western for their home in De-
troit, Michigan.

NOTES.

Charles Nystromer, a ycung elvil
engineer of Btockbolm, hag been ap-
pointed ochlef sanitary engineer at




