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THE EDITOR’S COMMENTS.

LEO’S DPEATH PREDICFLID.

A stery bas been clrculating recent.
1y io the prese, which, whether (rue

or pot, herdly 1p caloulated to ndd
yeare o the lif» of the present head of
1he Romap Catholie charoh, It 1s
sajd that 1o 1878, when L.eo XIII ne-
cended the papal throne, s certaln
monk prophesled that he was to reign
twenty yesre. The pope’a health at
‘that time war copsldered delloate, and
it was Dol generally expecled that he
‘would reach the nge aspsigced to him
by the mrpk. Yesrs have paesed by,
however,nnd thereare now only some
months Jeft of tbe twenty years and
the prediction Is agaip belng remem-
bered. Itieesid Lthat Len yeara agos
teal was made to find out whether the

anonk believed In hia own worde, A
telegram was eent to the mopastervy
etatiog that Pops Lweo wes dead., It

dabsed grest alJarm among the worthy
fatbers, but the mook calmly declored

e mersage & fraud, becaure the pope
thad ten yeare more to live,

It cannot be very pleasant to his
#holloess to hear ruch storjes relating
to his allotted term of life. Unless he
is exceptionally well fortified agalpet
the 1t fluences of roggeetions, it is
quite possible that the mere rapetition
of the alleged predictlvn cao onder-
mine bis heaith to'such a degree as to
make the twentieth year of hile reign
the lagt of bis Jite,

———

AN ANCIENT IRRIGATION CiNsL,

In this age whebn irrigation 1s the
great guestion, at lesst so far ans arid
Feglons sre concefned, it may be {n-
“terestiDg o know thal, actording to
iraditlon,one of the oanals pianned and
tullt by Jorepnp, the son of Jacob, in
Egypt, still is extanl, and after four
thoueand years still eerves the purpose
for which it was desigped. This canal
s kpown aes Buahr Jooesul aod
dbripga the water of the Nile
to the province of Fayoum,
dmaklog It possible for & large
popalation to find a livigg there, The
chual took ils rige from a polnl near
Asiat, sod rap slmost paraliet with it
for nearly two huudred and fifty miles,
@reeping slong under the western
olife of the Nile valley, with mapny »
bend and winding, until st leogth it
galped ap eminence, 88 compured with
the river bted, which enabled it to turn
westward throogh s narrow pass and
enter a 0jeirict whieh wan otherwice
shut ¢fl from the fertilizing floods on
whicoh slf vegetation jo Hyypt de-
penus, The porthern end stood eeven-
teen feel above low Nlle, while at the
eoulbern ¢nd it was at ap equal eleva.
tion with the river, Through this cut
ran 8 perennls] stream, which
watered the province, encowing it
with fertilhiy. lb the time of the ap-
nual flood « gresl part of the panal
WHaB unuer water, apyu then the river’s
corrent woold rash in a more direet
coufee lnto the pare, carrying with it
the rieh s1it wbich takee the place of
mwanore and keeps the soll in a com-
2{ant siats of productivenees,
Some travelers eee In this waterway

only a patoral arm of the Nile moil-
fled and ocoantrolled by engipeeripng
skill, but there is same probabiilty
that the traditlon which traces!s to
the wiadom of the Egyptian premier
of Biblieal tame ls relisble. It iseup-
poried by scoonnis written by Greek
and Rymsn historiansg, such as Herou-
olue, Btrabo, Mutiaons and Pliny.
Fvese explained that the ecaual dug
by the ancient Israelite serveu to carry
tne gurplus waters ol the Nile inio an
extensive Jake lying sonth of the
Fayoum, and bo large that it not only
moujtiea Lhe climate, tempering the
arid winds of tne deceri and oonvert-
ing them intuv the bhalmy sirs which
pourished the vipnea and the olives
inlo & tulness and faxfance UDRDuWD
D any part of the couniry, but aieo
sdded to the foou eupply of the japu
such immense guanlitles of Hsh that
tue ruyal prerogative of the right wl
piscary at tne great weir was valueu
at $260,000 annualiy,

Uf{ the etupendous upnderiaking and
the vast resources availlable st that
remote antiguity—eupposing the tra-
dition to pe genuine-—zowe iden may
be fofmed from what i known o.
more recent updertakinga ot a eimiilar
iind, The Mahmudije canal voil 1o
1819 by Mobsmmeu Ali counegts the
Niie at Roueetta with Alexasndria,.auu
irighates vhe Jand 1o e region. It

was compieted 1D one Year, but fL re-
quiread the combined etrepgth of
250,000 laporers and cost 7,500,000
irance.
A —_— =
METHODS IN SCHOODLS.

Io -the East the matter of distric
eohool meibods lu Bunday schools s
recelving coouluerable atlentivn from

those ID the Jast pamed orgaulzations.
The questiocn came up throogn the
action of coliege profeseors abnd others
engaged w8 Joetructors 10 eecnlar
sonools iptroducing abd advocatiog
the methods used tnerein as eulbtable
to Bunday echool work. The lonovas

tiou was allowed iD marcy places anu

even enconraged for a time, with the
idea thab improvement would resul ,
Now, huwevetr, the leading religious
workers in the schoola deolare i(hal
the seoular sonool methods sre Dot
2nly tnferior to the old plap that was
toliowed but are an actusl injary to
the children who altend BSupday
schools. The obfection to them Is the
same- thal was successfully main-
tuined ja diecuering the matter io

Ute s coople of yesrs ago. Th:
uletriet sohuol mwthode are all
right for the purpoee ot euch

echoole, where there is more or lese
of & crammiog o! theoreticel know!-
sdge, to be applied in practice In iater
life; tat with the Bopday school iG-
struction there Is the vitsl dJitference
of a peeded immediate applioation in
praoctical moral training. The trouble
wilh secular robhool methode in Bondsy
schoole ja that the former lack the s pirit-
ual force necessaty to the elass of
tostruction given 1p the Jaiter, and
bence have proved a fallore. This ie
tue gonelusion arrived at unanimously
by the leading workers in the Bopnday
tchool canee 1o the Eaat,

.

The ooncluslon osmes 18 aboot
right, A spiritual force is necessary
o moral and religicus tralDiog that
can he dispensed with to s degree in
some other places withoul a senese of
great losa, Baot to be effective all rell-
gious or moral tkatping murt possess
the epiritual element. Religious
tralning and theologlcal learning
may be very different thiogs st
timee. The ohlet field of the SBuu-
day echoul 1s to traln ip practical
relizion, rather than mere tbhecretical
theology; It is for comnlete theological
instruction, whiph mesna practical
application of the theory taught, that
the paplis may be jnterested In belng
that whioh they learn they should he
io rightecospess,

rHE CATTLE AND NHEEP LICENSE
DISPUTE.

There {a n reasonable certalnty of a
blg legsal contest, and a prospect of
much tll feeling being engendered
arph amoDg those engaged in certain
classes of businersin this Btate, What
raakes it more nonfortunate {a that some
county ¢fficials in dJifterent parts of
the Btate bave lent themseiver, nnwit-
tingly or otherwise, lo aggravating »
situation where the irritation might
bave been reduced by wise and cop.
servalive action, lpstead of belpg in-s
creased 65 It nuw le. For some daya

past deputations from  different
coubptles bave been 1§4] the
city cobsolting with leading

iawyers, apd today the exeputive com-
mittee of n Htate assuciation is gis-
oussing the method to be foliowed, in
ap endeavor to prohlhit several coon.
ties taking actlon 1o the way their com
miseior ers have deolded, o

The trouble bronght te the fore is
the old irritation between the aheep
meD anod cattle mon, in which It now
iogks an thoogh the public is to he
made & oal’spaw for one of the other
side, Several boarde of conoty commls-
siopers have decided to levy a per capita
tax upon ceftain apimale, B &
licepse wWith whigh to raise revenae.
In some coobpties this tex bas besn
fixod nt two cents per beand for sheep,
lu others flve ceats, and still others
ten cente. Then some conntles have
put = tax of fAifty cents per head upon
range horees and oattle, The dis-
parity lo the rulez adopted leaves.
room for but ope conclusion, viz; That
in countjes where the sheep men have
a predominsting icfluence the ocattle
industry is to be knired, and in those
whete the oatlle men hold the politi-
cal etrings the sheep Industry ia to
have the life ont out of it snd that
the goveroment weapon 0f (aXation
is to be made the meaDs of throat
alitting, If the only question were
& etraight one for regulating by
lloenees either one or tbe other class
of boainess there would oot be such ab.
serce of oniformity, bpelther would
there be sy exoessive levy,

A3 to the matter of power of coun=
ites rogulire a licapse, there ja some
dispute on thal; though the general
cenciusion is that a licenss may he re-
qguired tv the extent necessary lor &
proper regutation of the businees con-
cerned, This ie the effect of (fficlal
legal opinion here, and of recent Jde-
clsione quooted from Califorola and
elsewherw. But where the ap-



