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The time In which Jcaus was born
and the circumstances accompanying
that event (ught to be convincing

roof t+» both Jews and Gentlles that
%e really was Lhe true Meseinh, even
if His Jife and death did pot furnish
conclusive evidence of the fagt, He
came wnen the Roman empire was at
the height of it glory, us predicted by
Daple!, He came when Judea had
Just become a dejendency of that
enijire, fulff)ilng the dying Jacol’s
prophecy, that Bhiloh should come

- when the scer)ler hed departed from
Judab, His birtbplace was Bethlehem,
as announced by Micah, He was a
Cescendant of David, aa the genealogy
provs s, a fact uppealed to hy the early
defendants of Chrietinnity, Justin
Masrtyr and Tertullian, as well known
to the veneral publle. And yet,
though a descendant of the most cele-
brated royel bouseof Judah, He came
—an the Prophets bad foretold—sut-
rounded by roost humilisting ciroum-
stances. ‘‘He is despised and rejected
of miea; n man of sorrowe and we-
quainted with grief, and we hid, as It
were, our faces {rom him. He wasde-
ppjsed nnd we esteemed Him not.*»

e, 1il}., 3. Im there any other man
born, in which prophetle statements
regarding a coming Meesiuh are an
lMterslly fulfilled as in Jesue of Naza-
reth?

Wonderful lessone—and, ob, how
difficuit to learvl!—are presented t.
mankind im the manver in which
Christ enters tbe world He came to
save, Viewed with a merely human
eye, He appeara to be only a (rail
iutant, ' rsting oD straw in anp
uucomfortable orieninl Rhan,for *‘there
whak 0o room for them in the ine.** And
atili more, in the short-gighted humen
jud, ment, he was almost murked with
the bhrand uf shame. Had pot even
kindheatted Joseph coutemplated the
supposed propriety of jrivately atsn-
doning the youthful mother? Hin
enirance inty the world aud His whole
lite w¢ re ruch that His claim te divin.
ity geemed fncomprebensihle. [s thie
not the son of Joseph, the carpenter,
whom we all know? How c¢an he be
the promised Meeatnh?

But He wns viewed lo a diflerent
Hgbt by the i: habitauts of celeatial
worlds, They were not deceived by
appearances. They knew that true
greatness does Dot depenid on wealth
nor «n earthly glory and on what men
generally approve and admire. {tle
also clear that God’a work for the ac-
complishment of His plaps aud pur-
poses on earth does nut depend on w hal
men would deem eseentinl, Wheo
mankind ig to be redeemed, not one of
tbose who by the worid were consid-
ered noble »nd great are chosen ns in-
wtruments, but one of whom no manp
would have thought for that purpose.
Never was so greal work perform. d by
man e that whlch Jesus did.

With His advent, a new ers dawnped
on the earth. A religion inimitable 1u
heanty and full of love was placed be-
foreour view. I[n contrast with other
syeten,s, His was {ree from iyranny.
He proposed to break the fetters of soul
and by and to extend the hand of
{ellowshlp to ull pations and allin-
dividuate, And He was Himeelf the
living pereonlfication o! the principles
He taught. Prejudices rell before the
light of His Guspel.
pride of mighty ones and unmasked

He rebuked the

the bypoorisy of a fulse orthodoxy
He iaid the foundations of political ae
well ne religious liberty, prepared the
way for the free development of the
faoulties of man aud to the extension of
knowledge in all directioLs. Bee how
immearurably vast & work was per-
formed by one, {rom whom men ip
their o+ n wisdom turned ass an out-
casr] For He fought pot with the
wea;ong of meu but with truth and
rlghteousnesn,

Does not this suggest the fdea th.
lhose who in this age turn in scorn
r m the pervants of {he Almighty, as
did the world once from Jecsus, ar
much mistaken nnd have not lesrnt
the flrst lesson which every Christmas
ought to bring home to them? Juseph
Bmith come, a migh!y maun of Gou,
proven to be so by word nnd by worka.
Bui becsuse he was of humble birth,
unlesrned, as Lhe world takes it, poor,
persecutesd, many think themselves
justified lu rejecling him and his mes-
eage.  History repeats iteelf, But
opnly those wbo canwot or will not

comprehend the teachings of the
past are misled by appearances.
To the honest mind the ¢lrcum-
stances unter which the Cnris-

tian Churoh was fir-t founded f{n
the commencement of our era aad Lh
re-establishment ot the work in thi
age nre 80 Aimilar us to wuggest the
samue Divine origination. Faith er.
ceives this and makes Lhe bellever
¢beerfullly repeat the firat Christmas
carvl ever suny: *Glory to Gud oo High
and peace on esrth.**

THE POWER OF THE QUEEN.

The question is often asked whether
or i ot Queen Victuria has the vetu
power, like our President. This is a

mutter worth kuvowing, and the fagl
that ber majesty has exerciged no suech
power has a tendency of itself to cause
our jevple and a good many of her
own subjecla to understand that un-
der tbe British constitution sbe bas nu
sugh prerogative. But thls isan error.
Bbe can forbid a -mesgure It it 8
pleases her, and duubtiess would do so;
yut she is too wise to du &an sct the in-
evitable reeult of which would be
temporary political chaos and the im-
medinte'dirruption of the guverument,
and such a result would unquestion-
ably attend the lormal veto of upy act
0! parlinment.

It should be undersiood that,
while Queen Victeria is a ruterin the
cunventional sense, she dves mot rule
so much a8 does our Pregident, who
can exercise more pow: r uuchallenged
in reapeot to the subject numed und the
appoiutment and remuval of ufficers
of the government in owe term thayn
the British monarch has durlng the
whole of ber 1eign. The last word, in
fact, deecribes her ascendancy fully;
she reigns but <oes Dot rule, The
government is in the hands of the
minigtry and they are respo:eible tu
parliament, remaining in puwer only
#c long asa majority of Lhat budy Is in
harmony with them. Now if the
Quevn were to veto a measure thut
hud pessed both housen of the law-
muking power and roceived the ap-
proval of the ministry,the lutter would
instantly reslgn, because that is the
English method; and it she thereupon
called to ber ald n new ministry favora-

e

bleto her viewsin the premises—wl.lch
she would do of course—it is obvivus
that such body would bave a mujority
in the house of commons against
them aund would be as powerless a8 so
many sutomatons. There wouid thus
be u standstili; the machinery of gov-
sromeut would be deadiocked, and the
Jueen would bave to recall the olid
ministers or have a coasiderable row
ol her hands, such as no acverelgn
would inovite or prolong if it came
without inviting. These Ininistera
would Lot respund unless her majesty
nad in the mesntime signed the bill,
which gbhe woulu npDatural’y do before
wending for them, and after the storm
there would be a calm.

The ieader can readily understand
from this that Victoria or any other
bead the British government may
have J& extremely unlikely to velo a
bill. Bhe holds a positivn In relation
to her people sinillar to that of the
¢child to hls governess, who told him in
pleasant tonmes—*‘My little dear, you
oan have anything you wan!; but you
must not want snything you cuu’t
have.’*

WHY ?

Selling hall-dollurs at twice their fuoo
value Is Dot 80 much to brag nbout afier
ill. Uncle Sam bas been coinlng 62
rents’ worth of eilver and palming il off
tor §1 for kcome time.—Chicago Mail.

And yet you receive those 82-cent
dollare fur 100 ceute in puyiwent for
subseription, adverlising or any other
patronage; of course you would not

receive them for that unless you knew
you could diepose of them on the same
terms—thut g, being able to ; urchase
160 cents* worth of auything you want.
Come (o think of it, did you ever hear
of anybody refusing a standard dollar
in payment for a full dellar’s gorth of
apyihing purchaseu? And whatever
wiil effect exchunges without deprecia-
tion or iuflation on elther side has
pome ¢inims to recognitivn as momy,
has it net? Lf only 82 gents’ worth of
merchandise, why on earth do yuu give
anybudy & dvllar’s worth of your ex-
cellent paper for one « { those coinages?
That is the question. !

A JURY “CALLED DOWN.”

Thal was a pretly hard case which
the wirea recently repurted ns having
oevurred in Chicago, wherein a jury
refused to Jdo its duty because the court

would pot sllow them’ certain ‘‘crea-
ture cumforis” while on duty. Daw-
ages were usked by B muther from a
corporation because of the loss of a
chtld nlve years old through the com-

any’s lLegligence; the fncta being
admitted, the ouly thing to be dJdeter-
mined was the amouunt of damagus
proper io be awarded. As soon as the
panel retlred, or rather immediately
after, & bailitl came irum them with a
riguest for the judge {Brentano) to
order the following supplies sent to the
jury reom:

One case vxport beer.

Oue quart McBrayer whisky.

Oge uozen Base’ ale.

Three deckas of carde.

One quart Pepper whisky,

One box Flgaro cigars.




